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_/CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRE / CHECK _\\
DOMESTIC CABLE
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT’G INFMN.
NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM| TIME FILED
Patrons should check class of service

desired; otherwise message will be
; transmitted as s full-rate
caenminlextion, R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER \ /-
—— PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

1936 SEP 2 PM 4 27
KH258 38 GOVI NL-WUX WASHINCTON DC 2

MARTIN C GRAFF , ASST STATE SUPERVISORE
" ' HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 201 24 ST OGDEN UTAH-
KINDLY SEND THREE OR FOUR OLD DAIRIES WITH TYPED COPIES TO MEET DEADLINE OF
SEPTEMBER SEVENTH STOP JOINT SURVEY WRITERS EXFIBITION IN NATIONAL MUSEUM STOP
OTHER EXHIBIT MATERIAL BHOTOSTATS PHOTOGRAPHS WELCOMED BUT NOT ESSENTIAL THANKS
REGRET SHORT NOTICE-

LUTHER H EVANS NATIONAL SUPERVISOR HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY.
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WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of & message should order it repeated, that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this,
one-half the unrepeated m rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise indieated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideration
whereof it is agreed between the sender of the message and this company as follows: %

1. The company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of dny message received for transmission at the unre-

ted-message rate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for
ransmission at the repeated-message rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interrup-

tion in the working of its lines; nor for errors in cipher or obscure messages.,

2. In any event the company shall not be liable for damages for mistakes or d

elays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether

caused by the negligence of its servants or otherwise, bevond the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount each message is deemed to be valued, unless a greater
value ig stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or agreed to be paid,
and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one percent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars.

The company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without lability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach

its destination.

Domestic messages and incoming cable messages will be delivered free within one-half mile of the company’s office in towns of 5,000

ion or less,

and within one mile of such office in other cities or towns. Beyond these limits the company does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sen-
der's request, as his agent and at his expense, endeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a reasonable price.

No responsibility attaches to this company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices; and if a message is sent to such

office by one of the company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender.
e company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the message

is filed with the company for transmission,

- .
7. Itisagreed that in any action by the company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be

presumed, subject to rebuttal by competent evidence.

ial terms governing the transmission of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes

in addition to all the foregoing terms,
9, No employee of the company is authorized to vary the foregoing.

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

INCORPORATED
R. B. WHITE, PRESIDENT

CLASSES OF SERVICE

TELEGRAMS
A full-rate expedited service.

NIGHT MESSAGES

Accepted up to 2:00 A.M. at reduced rates to be sent during the night and deliv-
ered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day.

Night Messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at des-
tination to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such night messages
at destination, postage prepaid.

DAY LETTERS
e —— e

A deferred day service at rates Jower than the standard telegram rates as fol-
lows: One and one-half times the standard night letter rate for the transmission
of 50 words or less and one-fifth of the initial rates for each additional 10 words
or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYTNG TO DAY LETTERS:

In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special Day Letter service,
the following special terms in addition to those enumerated above are hereby
agreed to:

A. Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred
service and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letters is, in all respects,
subordinate to the priority of transmission and delivery of regular telegrams,

8. This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ment that the Company does not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered
on the day of its date absolutely, and at all events; but that the Company’s obliga-
tion in this respect is subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient
time for the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date
during regular office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of regular
telegrains under the conditions named above,

NIGHT LETTERS

Accepted up to 2:00 a.m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing business
day, at rates still lower than standard night message rates, as follows: The stand-
ard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for the transmission of 50 words
or less, and one-fifth of such standard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged
for each additional 10 words or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS!

In further consideration of the reduced rates for this special Night Letter serv-

ice, the following special terms in addition to those enumerated above are hereby

agreed to:
Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at desti-

nation to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters
at destination, postage prepaid.

FULL RATE CABLES
An expedited service throughout. Code language permitted.

DEFERRED HALF-RATE CABLES

Half-rate messages are subject to being deferred in favor of full rate messages for
not exceeding 24 hours. Must be written in plain language. ‘

CABLE NIGHT LETTERS

An overnight service for plain language communications, at one-third the full
rate, or less. Minimum of 25 words charged for. Subject to delivery at the conven-
ience of the Company within 24 hours.

SHIP RADIOGRAMS

A service to and from ships at sea, in all parts of the world. Plain language or code
language may be used.










f"" m@ 24% ﬂz;{%

W.@M«-«c

Gk, o 74-0-.6 ax that
Idiw

wf@

M ,g/,,_

M?&éza T ‘z‘

m.zﬂ 6W;m-~{/w/ 3044?%/0-«« he. 4%

%M

‘&umffé /OM‘%M

%W&Lg

Z‘%W




NP 5 R 4t S,
d‘%m'w&d%%% g 5.

Vendlior o , J@Awm% 2 w EZ‘?
et e
 sehiliogt- | W%Z%g %@% <
ULt v 58 i %%W/M b

g N







HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY

SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA

LESLIE EDGAR BLISS February 18 4 1944

LIBRARIAN

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
St. George, Utah

Dear lMrs. Brooks:

The Huntington Library does indeed have the transcript of
the testimony at the John D. Lee trials, both of them. We also
have several letters and other documents which refer to the
same matter. Research workers have been granted access toc this
transcript before. You must understand that the original
transcript was made 1n a peculiar shorthand, of which we have
a translation in typewriting by one of two people who understood
the shorthand script.

We wlll be very glad to allow you access to them if you
can come to this Library, or we will make microfilm or photo-
stats of the transcript. This, however, 1s quite expensive,
and it would actually be almost as cheap for you to come over
here and 1t would probably be much mors satisfactory. The
estimate for the microfilm is {50, but our pliotographer says
that since the typewriting is in a blue ink he does not
recommend it for filming., A negative photostat would cost you
$265., Of course, nelther of these estlimates take in any of
the other material which might also be of interest to you were
you hers,

I think it would probably be possibls to grant you permission
to quote directly from the document if you wish to do so,
since, as I say, others have worked on the material before
this. However 1t might be better to find out exactly how you
wish to use the testirony before giving final permission, which
would have to be written permission in any event.

There are other reasons why 1 hope it will be possible
for you to come to this Library. Last year we acquired a
copy of your little volume on your grandfather, Dudley Leavitt,
and I must say that you made very good use of the material in
hnand in the blogrsphy. You made out such a good case for your
subject that I very much wish I could have had the opportunity
of knowing and talking with him. Inclidentally, back in New
York State the Lesavitt and the Bliss families are so closely
related by intermarriage that in Herkimer County they always hold a
combined annual reunion, that 1s they did until just prior to
this last war,



Juanita Brooks Pags @ February 18, 1944

It may interest you to know that the Huntington has just
obtained from the Rockefeller Foundation a grant of {50,000 to
assist this Library in promoting regional studies of the South-
west. The Southwest 1s taken to mean, for thse purpose of these
studies, the states of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, and
the southern half of California.

We already have much Utah materisl here, both books and
manuscripts, but we are extremely interested in obtaining more
original letters or dlaries or even out of the way pamphlet
material on your state. I note that in the introcduction to
the blography of your grandfather you say that you have been
collecting early Mormon diaries for some time. Would 1t Dbe
possible for you either to donate the originals or coples of
them to this Library, or do you by any chance know of any good
leads in your state which we might follow up to obtain other
material useful for research?

Please understand that while we are, of course, interested
in the Mountain Meadows lMassacre, that is merely one detail in
the otherwise splendid history of Utah, and we are even more
Interested in the trials and tribulations of the settlers in
Utah's Dixlie or in any other part of the state.

We hers are bullding for the future and are trylng to
preserve for the fubture students as well as those of the
present all historical material of the west but particularly
of the five states I mentioned above.

I am enclosing herewith a photostat or microfilm
requlsition blank on which you will note our prices and our
rules regarding the use of such matorial. I am also enclosing
an application for reader's privileges here, which I really
hope you will be able to make use of, rather than the other.

Hoping to have the pleasure of meeting you at this
Library, 1 am,
Very sincerely,

WG 2.

LEB:ph
Encl. 2



BSte Georgs, Utah
July 27, 1950

Dear Brother Ashbys

Thank you sc mueh for the eopy of your hook and also for your fine
informative latter and the Cropper material, I have copied excarp%s
from his hand-written journal, dated American Fork,April 15, 1926
which tell the same story in more detail and ineclued an item on the
shooting of an Indlans

"A lot of Kanosh Indians came %0 their eamp %o beg and trade, One man
inslsted on examining an Indians' bow and arrows but the Indlan refused
and jabbed thie arrow dntp the man's breast, The man whipped out a :
revolver and shot the Indian dead."

Now about Brother William Stevens and his moneys I sha]_'l.‘ have to go baek
and glve you the reason whi I am so very much interested i{n 1%, Plemse
Beow that I am not &rying to PROVE anything, I'm only frying to find oute

In September 1955, after the publication of my book The Mountain }Teago¥g
;a_gﬁgg in 1950, I was invited back to Harrison, Arkansas, %o atte o
amily reunion of the Fancher Family and the ceremony of unveiling the
monument erected there to the members of the emigrant train who were killed
at the Mountaln Meadowss I was given a halfehour in which %o speak on
their programe I may send you a copy of that speech.

On the program also was a man of gbous 75 years of age, a Judge Fancher of
Florida who told the family history and the life of Captain Charles Fancher
who led the ill-fated traine According to him, Captain Pancher came west
first in 1859 over the 01d Spanish Trall Route, stoppinz at the “ormon
gettlemen’s enroute., In California he selecte& and purchased a large tracé
of land emé made preliminary arrangements for its purchase.

oxr by the same route
He refurned 4o 4pkansas/and set about getting his family and grlends and
neighbors tc seﬁ thelr holdings and go with him to colonize, They held
their organizatlon meeting on the ground where the momument was erected
in 1955, Judge Fancher told of their outfits, of the herds of eattle and
horses and of 00 old co! whieh they earried in a strong box,
intending to use as the down payment on the ranch, He did not lmow what
had become of the money,unless the Mormons got it.

That same f£all I had a letter from Frank Beckwith of Delta saying thas
he had now an instrument which could locate buried metal, According %o
him, 1t was comucn kmowledge that the slain emigrants carried with them
$4050.00 in gold coin in a strong hox, He argued that as soon as troublse
began at the lisadows, the Captain would likely hide or bury this money
within the enelosure and perhaps build the fires on top of the place so
that he could return later and recover it, If I would go with him and
gelpdsaarch the area, he would te willing to give me half of whatever we
ound,

I answered that since the flecod of 1861 had washed out such a deep gully
through the place whers the emlgrants Yad eamped, anything that had been



buried there would likely be found, if it was ever found, somewhere in a
pile of brush and dsbris aloag the Virgin Rilver afier = %lood. Since the
freight road of those early dayse--indeed of my own childhocd-={cllowed

the stream and erossed in 13 ftimes between fthe Beaver Dam and the settlement
of Bunkerville, there might he a remote possibllity that a freighter might
have run across such a hox when he went to pull outf driftwood for his fire.

I thought no more of i1t until a few months ago, when I was going through
the diarics of Amos Milton Musser, for many years a *raveling Bishep under
President Young. I came aeross this entry written aeross 2% pages in a
large hand of hiz 1ittle pocket notehooks !

"City MWone Jan 17, /76 Returned this pm from Holden whenee I hv been

to aeeeps recoiva & bring home $40008 gold eco the liberal donations
as offering for Wédldiws Temdle bu ng purnoses made by Father Wnm
Stevens now in 76 vr of aze For a long time he has been anxzious %o make
this disposition of this means & felt wuch relieved after placing it

in my possession to convey it to this eity."

Now as you may guess, this interested me a great deal. The gglg_gg;§,

for exampley when in mos® of cur villages there was so little mogzg o

any kind that trade was earried on largely in barter., People exchanged
cattle or horses for brieck, lumber and labory, and so could build find homes,

Then why for time had Brother Stevens held this gold coln? Why
should he fee e to get 1t out of his hands%

The fact that the amount was exactly the same (fthough you and the family
who believe it at all say that it was GSOOO,QQi_was alsc interesting %o me,.

e
Now assuming that i1t COULD have been the money of the emigrants, 1t would
still have been in the strong bhomes S0 I ftried to learn from the deseendants
if there is any legend as to how it was transporteds in a leather sack? in
an ordinary elocth sack; in a simple wooden box, dn in a strong box with
iron hinges and lock, nade g;peeially for it%? Jio one (the one lady who told
the story) did hot know, e knew only that her Grandfather had written
a lettor to President Young, that he did not come for the money himself,
butg sent a man who pieked it up and took 1t in to Salt Take Citye

Assuming for the sake of argument that it MIGHT have been the umx same
money, how would Brother Stevens come by it? I doubt that he found 1t, or
he would not have kept it so long or so secreily, Had he stopped at Bal.
Stevens' place going and coming on his first trip to California, so become .
acquainted with him and impressed with his integrity? Could he, after the
killing of the Indian above, and knowing something of the feeling among the
Mormons a*% that timey have }elt that he would rathser {rust hils money and
perhaps some other ifems Into the hands of this man for safe gkeeping until
he could return for them? Under such conditions, the fact that Iee was

in the State Penitentlary following his first ﬁrial, and that Brother .
Stevens himself knew that he would not live much longer, would lead him %o
write, telling Brother Brigham that hg} had this money.

I have photostats of the item above, ~he words e¢rossed out are words which
the writer crossed out, andi the underliining is his, -

Don't you think also that this is an interesting coincidence?

A g | Ny At ¢
£ 2oL



St. George, Utah
July 27, 1959

Dear Brother Ashby:

Thank you so much for the copy of your book and also for your fine,
informative lethter and the Cropper material. I have copied excerpts
from his hand-written journal, dated American Fork,April 15, 1926
which tell the same story in more detail and incluel an item on the
shooting of an Indian:

ny 1ot of Kanosh Indians came to their camp to beg and trade. One man
insisted on examining an Indians' bow and arrows but the Indian refused
and jabbed the arrow &nto the mam's breast, The man whipped out a
revolver and shot the Indian dead."

Now about Brother William Stevens and his money: I shall have to go back
and give you the reason whi I am so very much interested in it. Please
know that I am not trying to PROVE anything. I'm only trying to find out.

In September 1955, after the publication of my book, The Mountain Meadows
Massacre, in 1950, I was invited back to Harrison, Arkansas, to attend the
family reunion of the Fancher Family and the ceremony of unveiling the
monumen® erected there to the members of the emigrant train who were killed
at the Mountain Meadows. I was given a half=hour in which to speak on
their program. I may send you a copy of that speech,

On the program also was a man of about 75 years of age, a Judge Fancher of
Florida who told the family history and the life of Captain Charles Fancher
who led the ill-fated train. According to him, Captain Fancher came west
first in 1855 over the 01ld Spanish Trail Route, stopping at the lMormon
settlements enroute., In California he selected and purchased a large tracsé
of land aré made preliminary arrangements for its purchase.

or by the same route
He returned to Apkansas/and set about getting his family and friends and
neighbors to sell their holdings and go with him %o colonize. They held
their organization meeting on the ground where the monument was erected
in 1955. Judge Fancher told of their outfits, of the herds of cattle and
horses and of $4000,00 in gold coin which they carried in a strong box,
intending to use it as the down payment on the ranch. He did not know what
had become of the money,unless the Mormons got 1t.

That same fall I had a letter from Frank Beckwith of Delta saying that
he had now an instrument which could locate buried metal. According to
him, it was common knowledge that the slain emigrants carried with them
$4000,00 in gold coin in a strong box. He argued that as soon as trouble
began at the Meadows, the Captain would likely hide or bury this money
within the enclosure and perhaps build the fires on top of the place so
that he could return later and recover it. If I would go with him and
help search the area, he would be willing to give me half of whatever we

found.

I qnswered that since the flood of 1861 had washed out such a deep gully
through the place where the emigrants had camped, anything that had been



buried there would likely be found, if it was ever found, somewhere in a
pile of brush and debris along the Virgin River after a flood. Since the
freight road of those early days--indeed of my own childhood--followed

the stream and crossed i¥ 13 times between the Beaver Dam and the settlement
of Bunkerville, there might Be a remote possibllity that a freighter might
have run across such a box when he went to pull out driftwood for his fire,

I thought no more of it until a few months ago, when I was going through
the diaries of Amos Milton Musser, for many years a traveling Bishop under
President Young. I came across this entry written across 2% pages in a
large hand of his little pocket notebooks:

"City Mon. Jan 17, /76 Returned this pm from Holden whence I hv been

to aeeeps receive & bring home $40004 gold coin the liberal donations
as offering for Wu&idimg Temple building purposes made by Father Wm
Stevens now in 76 yr of age For a long time he has been anxious to make
this disposition of this means & felt much relieved after placing it

in my possession to convey it to this city."

Now as you may guess, this interested me a great deal., The gold coin,

for example, when in most of our villages there was so little money of

any kind that trade was carried on largely in barter. People exchanged
cattle or horses for brick, lumber and labor, and so could build fing homes,
Then why for a long time had Brother Stevens held this gold coin? Vhy
should he feel so much relieved to get it out of his hands%

The fact that the amount was exactly the same (though you and the family
who believe it at all say that it was $5000,00) was also interesting to me,

Now assuming that it COULD have been the money of the emigrants, it would
still have been in the strong box. So I tried to learn from the descendants
if there is any legend as to how it was transported: 1in a leather sack? in
an ordinary cloth sack, in a simple wooden box, dn in a strong box with
iron hinges and lock, made especially for it? No one (the one lady who told
the story) did hot know. She knew only that her Grandfather had written
a letter to President Young, that he did not come for the money himself,
butg sent a man who picked 1t up and took it in to Salt Lake City. ,
%”{ﬁf(_\

|9 P;ﬂts\—
Assuming for the sake of argument that it MIGHT have been the/smx same
money, how would Brother Stevens come by 1t? I doubt tha ound it, or
he would not have kept it so long or so secretly. Had stopped at Be.
Stevens' place going and coming on his first trip to California, so become
acquainted with him and impressed with his integrity? Could he, after the
killing of the Indian above, and knowing something of the feeling among the
Mormons at that time, have felt that he would rather trust his money and
perhaps some other items into the hands of this man for safe ﬁkeepigghgffil
he could return for them? Under such conditions, the fact that-1Iee was .
in the State Penitentiary following his first trial, and that Brother TG
Stevens himself knew that he would not live much longer, would lead him to
write, telling Brother Brigham that he had this money,

I have photostats of the item above, *he words crossed out are words which
the writer crossed out, and the underlining is his.

Don't you think also that this is an interesting coincidence?

%%ﬂtaﬂ& Eoros iy



Ste George U*ah
July 27, 195

Dear Brother Ashbyg

Thank you so much for the ecopy of you book and algo for your fine,
Informative letter and the Cropper material, JSome time ago I hhd

& hand-written journal of Brothor Cropper, from which I copled excerpts
regarding the death of Proctor Robinson aﬁd the emigrants. It included
also the following items

" lot of Kanosh Indians eame %o %ain camp %o heg and frade, One

man iasisted on examining &n Indian how and arrows but the Indian
refused and jabbed fthe arrow into +h mant's breast, The man whipped out
a revolver and shot the Indian dead."

About Brother Stevenst I had always understood that he was a man of
wealthy but recently I found from an original diary a notatlon that
he mado a contribution of $4000 ;% ig“ 8o much of the wealth
of the early days consisfed of cattle, horses, gnd other items of
barter that I wondered about thiss A contribution of {8000 in money

might mean greenbacks, bills, cheecks, and silver, but go
is something else again That wonld have bsen a Fo"tuna a% b tine,

I did write a book on tho Mountain Meadows Megsaeve, but itf is out
of print and not available now at any price, I also edifted a twoe
volume set of the dlaries of Johm D, Lee, but it 1s also out of print,

This 1little volume on my grandfather I did for the family some time
agoy and I have done many magazine artieles in one place and another,

Perhaps I should give you the full item referred to above and let you
help me figure it outs It came from the d=ily mem, book of Amom
Milton 'Musser, who was atZthat time traveling Bishop for the church,
I have the whole book microfilmed and the pages MR containing this
item photostateds

" City ¥on, Jan 17 /76
Refurned this pm from Holden whence I hv been to aeeepis-- recoive

& brin bomn old eo the liberal donations as offering
for "emple bu ng purposes made hy Father W Stevens

now in 76 year &f age For a long time he has been anxiocus 4o make
this dispositiow of this means & felt much relieved after placing
it in my possession to convey it to this city."

The words crossed out are his, as 1s also the underlining, I have
wondered why for a long time he had wanted %o give it in, and why

he should feel 80 alie to have 1% out of his handse It
takes on new significance %o me hecause the family records ahd history
of the MM emigrants says that they were earrying in gold coin

to make the payment on the property they were buying. This coin was

supposed %0 have bheen esrried in a2 sirong box espec ally made to
hold 1t..s Well, it is 1ntaresting, isn't 1t%?
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