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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 

To guard against mi.stakes or delays, the sender or a message should order it repeated, that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this 
one-half the unrepeated message rate is charged in addition. Unlc.ss otherwise indicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideratio~ 
whereof it is agreed between the sender of the message and this company as follows: 

I . The company shall not be liable for mistakes or delal'l! in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the unre• 
peated-message rate beyond the sum of fin'.~ hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in t he transmissif,n or delivery. or for non-delivery, oi any message received for 
t ransmission at t he repeated-mcssa~e rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars. unless specially valued,· nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interrup­
t ion in the working of its lines; nor for errors in cipher or obscure messages. 

2. In any event the company shall not be liable for damages for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether 
caused by t he negligence of its servants or othcn•:ise, beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount. each message i3 deemed to be valued. u nless a greater 
Value is stated in writing by t he sender t hereof at the time the mf!ssage is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or agtted to be paid, 
and an additional cha:-:·:c equal to one-tenth of one percent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars . 

3. T he company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary lo r=ch 
its destination. 

4. D omestic messages a nd incoming cable messages w ill be delivered free within one-half mile of the company's office in towns of 5.000 population or leso, 
and within one mile of such office in other c.itie.s or towns. Beyond the~ limits the company does not undertake to make delivery , b ut w ill , without liability~ at t he sen­
der 's request, as his agent and at his expense, endeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a reasonable price. 

5. No responsibility attaches to this company concerning messages until the same are accepted at. one of its transmitting officesi and if a message is sent to such 
office by one of the company's messengers, he acts for that purl)Ose as the a.gent of the sender. 

6. T he company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the messa(le 
is filed with the compan y for t ransmission. ~ , 

7. It is agreed thal in any action by the company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall b, 
presumed, subject t o rebuttal by competent. e\"ldence . 

8. Special terms governing the u an!=-mi:,..-:ion of messages according t o their classes, as enumero.t.cd below, $hall apply to messa~es In each of 8uch re~pectivc classes 
In addition to a ll the foregoing t erms. 

9 , No employee of the compaoy i• authorized t o vary the forcgoin2. THE WESTERN UN ION T ELEGRAPH COMPANY 
IN CORPOR ATE.D 

fl. B, WH IT E , P RES IDENT 

TELEGRAMS 

CLASSES OF' SERVICE 
NIGHT LETTERS 

A full-ra te expedited service, 

NIGHT MESSAGES 
Accepted u p to 2:00 A .M . at reduced rates to be sent d uring the nitht and deliv­

ered not earlier t h::m t he morning of the ensuing business day. 
Night Messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at des• 

tination to the addr~a.-.g , and the Company shall be d~med to have discharged 
its obligat ion in such cases wit.h respect t o delivery by mailing such night messages 
nt destination. postage prepaid. 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred day service at rates lower than t he standard teleil;ilm rates as fol­

lows: One and one-half times the standard night lrtter TJ.Le for the t :am:m!s~ion 
of 50 words or less and one-fifth of t he initial rates for each additional 10 words 
or less. 

SPECIAL TER.MS APPL\-n:C TO DAY LETTERS: 

l n further consider'J.tion of the reduced rate for t his special Day Letter service, 
the following special te rms in addition to those enumerated above are hereby 
a s reed to: 

A. Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred 
service and the transmission and 'delivery of s uch Day Letters is, in all respects, 
subordinate to the priority of transmission and delivery of regular telegrams. 

B. This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree­
ment that the Compan>• docs not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered 
on the day of iu d<tte absolutely , and at all events; but t hat the Company's obllga. 
lion in t his respect is subject to the condition t hat there shall remaln sufficient 
time for the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date 
during regular office hours, subject to the priority or t he transmission of regular 
telegrams under the conditions named above. 

Accepted u1> to 2:00 A.M. for delivery on t he morning of t he ensuing b usiness 
day, at ra tC'S still lower than standard night message rates, as follows: T he stand• 
ard telegram rate for JO words shall be charged for th~ transrnis~ion of SO words 
or less, and one-fifth of such standard tclcgra11'1 rate for 10 words shall be d\arl,;ed 
for each additional 10 words o r less. 

SPECIAL TER.i.\.lS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS: 

In further consideration of the reduced rates for this special Night Letter serv­
ice, the following special terms in addition to those enuincr-ated above arc hereby 
agreed to: • 

Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at desti­
nation to t he addrc>ssccs, and the Company shall b<- deemed to have discharged 
its obligation in such cases with re-spect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters 
al destination, Postage prepaid. 

FULL RATE CABLES 
An expedited service t hroughout. Code language permitted. 

DEFERRED HALF-RATE CABLES 

Half-rate messages are subject to being deferr("cl in favor of full rate messae:es for 
not. exceeding 24 hours. :Must be written in plain language. 

CABLE NIGHT L ETTERS 
An overnight service for plain language communicat.ions, at ont-third the full 

rate, or less. ~linimum of 25 words charged for. Subject t n rlelivery a t the conven­
ience of the Company wit.hin 24 hours. 

SHIP RADIOG RAMS 
A service to and from ships at sea, in all parts of the world. Plain lan~age or code 

language may be used. 













HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY 

S AN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 

LESLIE EDGAR BLISS 
LIBRARIAN 

Mrs. Juanita Brooks 
St. George , Utah 

Dear Mrs. Brooks : 

February 18 , 1944 

The Huntington Library does indeed have t h e t ranscript of 
the testimony at the John D. Lee trials , both of them . We also 
have several letters and other documents which r efer t o t he 
same matter. Research workers ha ve been granted access t o t hi s 
transcript befo r e . You must understand that the orig inal 
transcrip t was made in a peculiar sh or t hand , of whi ch we have 
a translation in t ypewriting by one of two people who understood 
t he shorthand scrip t . 

We will be very g l ad to allow you access to t hem if you 
can come to t h is Libr a r y , or we will make mi cr ofi l m or pho to ­
stats of t he transcript. This , however, is quite expensive , 
and it would actual l y be almost as cheap ~or you to come ove r 
here and it would pr obably be much more s atisfactory . The 
estimate for the microf i lm is ,'i50 , but our !JlJ.otographer says 
t ha t since t he typewriting is in a blue i nk he does not 
recommend it f or fi lming . A negative photos tat wou ld cost you 
$ 265 . Of course , neither of t hes e estimates take in any of 
the other ma teri a l wh i ch mi ght a lso be of intere st to you were 
you here . 

I think it would proba bly be possible to grant you permission 
to quote di rectly from the document if y ou wish t o do so , 
since , as I say , othe rs h ave wor ke d on t he material before 
t h is . Hovrnver it might be be tter to find out exactly how you 
wish t o use t he t es ti (~ony before g i ving fi nal permission , wh ich 
would have to be written permis s ion i n any e vent . 

There are other r easons why I hope it will be poss ible 
for y ou to come t o t his Libra r y . Last year we a cquired a 
copy of your little volume on your gr andfather , Dudley Leavitt, 
and I must s ay t hat you made very good use of t he material in 
hand in the biogr aphy . You made out such a good case for your 
subject t ha t I very much wish I could have had t he opportunity 
of knowing and talki ng with h i m. Incidentally, bac k i n New 
York St ate t he Leavitt and t he Bliss f ami lies are so close l y 
related by intermarriage t hat in Herki me r County t hey always hol d a 
combined an nual reunion , t ha t ls t he y did until just prior to 
t r.ii s las t war . 



Juanita Br ooks Pa rre 2 g February 18 , 1944 

It may interest you t o know that the Hunting t on has just 
obtaine d from t he Rockefeller Foundation a grant of ~50, 000 t o 
assist t h is Library in promoting regional studies of the South­
west . The Southwest is taken t o mean , for the pur pose of t he s e 
studies , the states of New Mexico , Arizona , Utah, Nevada , and 
t h e sou t hern h a l f of California . 

We already have much Utah materia l h ere , both books and 
manus cripts , but we are e xtremely interested in obtaining more 
orig i nal letters or d iaries or e ven out of t he way pamphlet 
materi al on your state . I note t hat in t he i ntroducti on to 
t he biography of y our gr andfather you say that y ou ha ve been 
collecting early Mor mon diarie s for some time. Would it be 
possible for y ou either to donate t he originals or cop ies of 
t hem to t hi s Library , or do y ou by any chance know of any good 
leads in your state wh ich we mi ght follow up t o obtain other 
ma ter ial useful for research ? 

Pleas e understand t h at while we are , of course , interested 
i n the Moun ta in Meadows MassacreJ t hat is mere l y one detail in 
the o therwise s p lendid h istory of Utah, and we are e ven more 
interested i n the trials and tribula ti ons of the settlers in 
Ut ah' s Dixie or i n any other part of the sta te . 

We here are building for t h e future 
preserve for t h e fut ure students as well 
present all h istorical material of t h e 
of t he f ive state s I mentioned ab ove . 

and a re try ing to 
a s those of t he 

west but parti cularl y 

I am enclosing herewith a photos tat or· microf ilm 
requis i tion blank on which y ou wi ll no t e our prices and our 
r ules regarding t he us e of such ma t erial . I am a l so enclosing 
an application for reader ' s privilege s he r e , wh ich I r eally 
hope y ou will be a ble to make us e of , r a t her than t h e othe r . 

Hoping to have t he pleasure of meetine y ou at t his 
Library , I am , 

LEB: ph 
Encl. 2 

Ver y s i ncere l y , 



t 

Denr Br othe:i. .. Ashbya 

~t . George , Utah 
July 27, 19?9 

Thank you so much 1·or the copy of your ":>oolt and also f or your fine , 
inf'ormativo l etter and the Cropper material. I have copied e xcerpts 
from hi a hand- u1"i tten j om•nal, d::i ted Amer:tcai1 Fo1•Jt,Apr11 15 9 1926 
wh1an tell the s .. 1:no story in more detail and i nclued an 1 t.em on the 
s hooting of an Indiana 

"A lot of Kanosh Indians came t o '!;heir camp to beg nnd trade. One man 
insisted on examining an Indians • bow and arrows but t h P Indian ref:ised 
and j abbGd tl).e a r rpw clnto tij.e man' s breast . The aan whipped out, a · 
revolver and shot the Indian dead. " 

Now about Brother \'1ill1um St evens and his money1 I shall ~ve to go ba ck 
and give you the 1 .. aason whj I am so very much i n1;Hres :;ad in 1 t . Elease 
now that I am not tryi ng to PROVE any1;hing. I ' m only t rying to f ind out. 

L"l Sep tember 195'5, af-l;er f;he publication of my book The 1fOU...llt u1n j\faadov,~ 
~Tassacre i n 1950 1 I was invit ed back to Harrison, Arkansa s, i;o a ttend t 1e 
f an1f!y reunion of the Fancher Famil y and the ceremony of unveiling the 
monument e r e cted the1•e -~o J~he nembcrs of the enigp3nt train who ,·19re killed 
at the ~~un·tain Maado,1s. I uas given a half- hour in which t,o spea1c on 
their prog1•am. I may send you a copy of tha •'.; speech. 

On t he program a ls~ was a man of abou t 7, years or age, a Judge Fancher or 
FJ.orida who told the f amily his-r.0~7 and thg life of Captain Chn1 .. l e s Fancher 
who led the ill-fa ~ed t 1"ai11. Accor d ing ·~o him, Capta in F~nehe:r eame west 
first i n 185'5 over the Old Spanish "llr ail Rou-~e stopping a-c t he Tformon 
settl emen+,s em•oute. In Californi a he selec ta! nnd purcha sed a l a1•ga traeCJ 
of l and aft~ made p1•el1m1nary arr angements fo1• i t s purchase. 

or by t i:L{~ s2.rne r·cute 
He returned to Ar kansas/i:!nd se t ubout gett l ~~ i1is f ami ly and f 1•ic nds and 
neighbors i;o sell their holdings and go with him to col oniza. 1hay held 
their organizat ion meeting on the ground nhere che monument was ere c t ed 
i n 1955. Judga Fancher told of 1;heir out::"i t s , or r.he herds of ca ttle and 
horces and of $!_0001 00 i n P..ol d coin which they ca:r:~ ied 1n a strong box, 
i ntending to use i t as the do·Nn payment on t~1e r anch. He c.1d not know what 
had beCOille of the !OOney,unl ess t he llormons got ito 

That same fall I had a le tter fro ir. l1~ .. ank Becm, i th of Delta saytng tha t 
ha had no·v a n instrU!l'lent •ITh:tch co1.4d l o~a+,e buried metal . ltccording t o 
h1m1 i t was common knowl edge that the sla in emi gr•ants carried with them 
$4000. 00 1n gold coin i n a strong box. He argued ~ha t a~ soon ~s t ~oubl~ 
began at the Meadows, the ~nptain would likel y hide or- bury th1~ money 
wi th in the enclosure and perhaps buil d the fires on top of the placa so 
that he could r eturn Jater- and recover it. If I woul d go wi't.h him and 
help taarch the area , he wo-c.l d be willing to give me half of \7hataver v,e 
f ound. 

I uns,,;ered t hat since 1~he f l ood or 1861 had vm ~hed out such a deep gully 
trroueh r.he pl&ce wher e t he emi gr ants ·had conpad, anything t ha t hacl be-on 



buried there would likely ba f ound, if it was ever f o,mdi sornev1here in a 
pile of brush and debris a lo,1g t he Virgin River aft;er « :rlood. Since the 
f're1gh'r, road of those ea1•1-y days--ir1daed of my o\'m chilcihood-- followed 
the s t ream and cro s s ed in 13 times betvtaen th,~ Beaver Dam aad the set'Gl ei;ient 
or Bunkerv1lle, there might be a remote possibility that a fre i ghter mi ght 
have run across such a box when he went to pull out driftwood for his fire . 

I thought no nc~e ot 1t until a f.~w mon ths ago, when I wa s going through 
the diari e s of' Amos Milton Prosser, for many years a traveling Bishop under 
President Young. I came across this ent ry writt en across 2½ pAges 1n a 
l arge ha11d of 1'1~~ 11 ttle pocket notebooka 

"City rron. Jan 17, / 76 Retu..""ned this pm froM Holden whence I hv been 
to e-9ee:,4J !"eee ivs & bring home $!QQO~ gol~L . .!lC?i.D the liberal dona+.ions 
as offering fo~ htW~ 'l'empl e hufl ing purposes made by Father vim 
Stevens no~ in ?6 yr of oge For a long time he has been anxious to make 
this disposition of this means & felt much relieved after placing it 
in my possession to convey i t to this ei ty . ,, 

Now as you may guess , ~Ghi s int eres +;ed me a great deal . The g,old cqi.,n, 
for example , when in most, of our villages there was so little money of 
any kind t hat t r ade was carried on l argel y in barter. People exchanged 
cattle or horses for brick~ lumber and labor, and so could build fine homes . 
"'hen why , or , ~ ion~ t~!!}_~ had Brother Stevens held this gio,,ld. coin? Why 
should he eef it ~@i relie.v~ t o get i t out of his ~1ands~ 

'rhe f,. c~ ':hci i; ";he a1nvunt was exa c tly the sarie ( though you and the family 
who believe it at all. say +:hat i t ,ws $,ooo.q_of was also interesting to rie . 

r:ow assuming that i t COULD have been the illOnay of· the cmigri:mts , i t would 
still have been in the strong box. &> I tried t o learn trom the desce~dants 
1i" -!;here is any legernt a s to how i t was tt•ansported: in a lea.J;her sack? i n 
an O!'dina1--y clo t h s ack.,. in a simple vrood'='n box d.n in a str ong box w:t t h 
iron hinges and lock, made e specially for it? f;ro one ( the one lady who told 
the story) did hot kn.ow. Brie knav, only t hat; her Grandfother _ had written 
a lettor +:o President Young , t.ha t he did not come f or tho money himself, 
bu t i sent a :nan who picked it up and t ook it in to Salt r,..., ke Ci ty• 

Assuming for the sake of argum(•,n•;; t,hn t, it ;:r.WH'11 have heen the ~ same 
money, ho\7 would :3rother Stevenn cor1e 'by :i.t? I don.ht -t:i.mt he found 1t, or 
he woul d not ha·1re kept it so long or so seerei.:ly. Had he stopped. at Bi. 
Stevens • place going and coming on his firs t trip to C~lifornia, so become . 
acquu5.nted wi 1;h hir.1 and i mpressed with his intogri r;y? Could he , after t he 
k ill ing uf the i.1dic"n above1 and knowing some thi11g of the feeling among the 
Mormons a~ that t i me, hnve rel-r. thqt; ha would r athoi;> trust his money and 
perhaps so!!le othe:.> i t ems into t.he hands of 'this 111.an f'or safe ¢keeping until 
he could r et'lll'n for- them? Under such condi ti0ns the i'act 1;hc! -'; Iee v1as 
i n t he State Penitentiary followi ng his firs t ·:1~!a 1? .::md that Bro4:;hep ~ 
Ste,, ens himself knew t ha t he would not l i ve much 1,mge:!.", '.101 ild l oad him to 
v,:rit e , telling Srother Brigham t ha t h~ had this mon0!'• 
I have nhot ostats of the i tem ~bove. ~h9 wor ds erossad ou t a~e words vlhich 
the writer crossed out? and the underlining i s his . 

Don ' t you thi nk a lso t ha t this is an i nteres t ing coincidence? 
•.....-r J .. 

• t " '> , 



Dear Brother Ashby: 

St . George, Utah 
July 27 , 1959 

Thank you so much for the copy of your book and also for your fine , 
informa t ive l etter and the Cropper material . I have cop!hed excerpts 
from his hand-wri tten journal, dated American Fork, April 15, 1926 
which tell the same story in more detail and inclu~ an item on the 
shoot ing of an Indian: 

" A lo t of Kanosh Indi ans came to their camp to beg and trade . One man 
insis ted on examining an Indians ' bow and arrows but t he Indi an refused 
and jabbed t ije ar r ow ~nt9 t ije mam' s breast . The man whi pped out a 
revolver and shot the Indian dead . " 

Now about Brother Wi l l i am Stevens and hi s money: I shal l have to go back 
and give you the reason wht I am so very much interest ed i n i t . Blea se 
know that I am no t trying to PROVE anything. I ' m only trying to find out . 

I n September 1955, after t he publication of my book~ The Mounta in Meadows 
Ma ssacre

1 
in 1950, I was invited back to Harrison, Ar kansas , to att end the 

family r eunion of the Fancher Family and the ceremony of unveiling the 
monument erected there to the members of t he emigrant t r a in who were ki lled 
at the Mountain Meadows. I vJ'as given a half- hour in which to speak on 
their program. I may send you a copy of that speecho 

On t he progr am also was a man of about 75 years of age , a Judge Fancher of 
Florida who told the family history and the life of Captain Charles Fancher 
who l ed the i l l - fated train. According to him, Captain Fancher came west 
fir st in 1855 over the Old Spanish Tr ail Route , stopping at the Mormon 
settlements enroute. In Califor nia he sel ected and purchased a large tract 
of l and eRe ,,made preliminary arrangements for its purchase . 

or by the same r oute 
He re t urned to Arkansa s/and set about getting his fami l y and f riends and 
neighbors to sell thei r holdings and go with him to colonize. They held 
their organization meeting on the ground where the monument was erected 
i n 1955. Judge Fancher tol d of their outfits , of t he herds of cattle and 
horses and of $4000. 00 in gold coin which they carried in a strong box, 
intending to use it as t he down payment on the ranch. He di d not know what 
ha d become of t he money, unl ess the Mormons got it . 

That same f al l I had a letter from Frank Beckwith of Del ta saying that 
he had now an instrument which cou+d locate buried metal. According to 
h im, i t was common knowledge t ha t the slain emigrants carried with them 
$4000. 00 in gol d coin in a strong box. Re argued that as soon as trouble 
began at the Meadows , the Captai n woul d likely hide or bury this money 
within t he encl osure and perhaps buil d the fires on t op of the place so 
that he could return :iater and recover it . If I would go with him and 
help. search the area , he would be wil l ing to give me half of whatever we 
found . 

I a nswered that since the flood of 1861 had washed out such a deep gully 
t h~ ough t he place where the emigrants had camped , anything that had been 



buried there woul d likely be f ound , if it was ever f ound , somewhere in a 
pile of brush and debris along the Virgin River after a flood . Si nce the 
freight road of those early days--indeed of my own childhood--f ollowed 
the stream and cr ossed~ 13 t imes between the Beaver Dam and t he settle~ent 
of Bunkerville , there might ae a r emo te possibi lity that a fr e i ghter might 
have run across such a box when he went to pull out driftwood for hi s fire o 

I thought no more of i t until a few months ago , when I was going through 
the diaries of Amo s Hilton Musser , f or many years a traveling Bishop under 
Pr esident Young . I came across this entry written across 2½ pages i n a 
l a r ge hand of his little pocket notebook: 

"City Mon. Jan 17, /76 Returned this pm from Holden whence I hv been 
to &eee~~ rece ive & bring home $4000i gol d coin t he liberal dona t ions 
as offering for ~~t~~~~g ~emple building purposes made by Father Wm 
Stevens now in 76 yr of age For a long t i me he has b een anxi ous t o make 
t hi s disposit ion of this means & f e l t much relieved after placing it 
in my possession to convey i t to this cit yo 11 

Now as you may guess , ·this i nterested me a grea t deal . The gold coin, 
for example , when i n most of our village s ther e was so littl e money of 
any ki nd that t r ade was carri ed on l argely in barter . People exchanged 
cattle or horses for br ick, l umber and labor , and so could build fil'l91 home s . 
Then why for a l ong t ime had Br other Stevens held this gold coin? Why 
shoul d he feel so much r elieved t o get i t out of his hand s~ 

The f a c t tha t the amount was exactly t he same ( though you and the f amily 
who believe i t at all say t hat i t was $5000. 00) was also i nteres t i ng t o me . 

Now assuming that i t COULD have been the money of the emigrants , i t would 
still have been i n the strong box. So I t r ied to learn fr om the descendants 
if there i s any l egeni as to how i t was t r ansported: in a leather sa ck? in 
an ordinary cl oth sack , i n a simple wooden box , <in i n a str ong box with 
iron hinges and lock , made e spec i ally for i t ? No one ( the one l ady who tol d 
the s tory) did hot know. ~he knew only that her Gr andf ather had wri t ten 
a letter t o President Young , that he did not come for the money himself , 
but i sent a man who picked i t up and took it in to Salt Lake Ci ty ., D 

/111-t-~, -~l?--lc.eu 
Assumi ng for the sake of a rgument that it mIGH1 have been the nra same 
money, how woul d Br other Stevens come by i t? I doubt tha,....-.:..- ~ ound it , or 
he woul d not have kept it so l ong or so secretly. Had stopped at Bt . 
Stevens ' pla ce go ing and coming on hi s f irs t trip to California , so become 
acquainted with him and i mpressed with hi s i ntegr ity? Could he , after t he 
kill i ng of the Indian above , and knowi ng something of the f eeli ng among the 
Mo.rmons a t; that time , have f el t that he woul d r ather trust his money and 
perhaps some other i tems in to the hands of thi s man for safe ikeep:iJlg__until 
he could return for them? Under such conditions , the fact t.hat--iiee wa~ 
i n the State Penitentiary following his first tri al, and tha t Brother '3'/~ 
Stevens himself knew that h e would not live much l onger , woul d l ead him to 
wr i t e , t elling Brother Brigham that hfr had this money . 
I have phot ostats of the item above . he words crossed out are words which 
the writer crossed out , and the underlining i s h i s . 

Don ' t you think a l so that this is an i nteresting coincidence? 

~~ 



De a z- Bro +;hPr .~shb:ra 

St • C~orge .1 Utah 
J uly 27, 1':15'9 

'rhenk you so m~cr for the copy of you book ~md also f 01-- your fine , 
1nformat;1ve l et:·~or a11d the Cro;>per ma terial . 3om~ time aeo I hnd 
a ha nd-·wrttte:n journa l of Brot h'3r Cropper, fr~m which I copied excerpts 
r egarding +.hP- de~+.h of Pr octor Robinson a~d the em1g~ants. It incl uded 
also the f oll,:>wi :ng i tams 

"A l ot of' K2nosh l ndi&!".S C '¾Me -~0 ·~h0 i!' camp to beg and t :rnde . One 
man in!';istad on examining ttn I.ndir.:!' 1 ,.. bow and ::irrows but the L-,dian. 
r efused and j abbed 'the arro,1 1nto the r-~an ' s b~east . 'I'he man Whi pped out 
a revolvor and shot the I .rdian dead . " 

About Brot!1er Stevens , I had al vrcys u..11ders tood ;;ha t he was a man of 
wealt h , hut. recently I found f~on an or1~1na1 diary a notati on that 
he mado a con+.ribution of $Af200 1!2....eo:~ coinA So much of +,he we~lth 
o f the ea,:-ly days consisted of' cott~ °11orsos, §rid other 1.tems ot 
barter that I wondered about t.his. A contribut ion of $0000 i n !llOney 
might mean greenbacks , bills, checks, and sil ver, but gold .£PJ.J! . 
i s somet:hing else a~a1n . That would hav0 b~en a fortune a -1~ t.h~ t t:1.me 11 

I d i cl ,1r1. te e book on the Hountain Meadov.·s tJassacre, but i t i. is out 
of prin"'; and not available now at any pr1.ce. I &lso adited a two­
volume set of t he di~r1es of John D. Lee, but it 1s a lso out of print. 

This little vol ume on rcy gr andf'E? ther I did f or the f amily so7ne t ime 
ago , and! have done meny l'!agazi ne a~ticJ.es in one place and another . 

Perhaps I should give you tho f ull i tem r eferred to above and l et you 
he lp me figure it our ~ It cnme fron the daily nem. book of Amoa 
W.lton Husser, vlho was atf,tha t time t r s veling Bi shop for the chu~ ch . 
I have the whole book microfilmed t:'nc t~.e pages i:lft1 contain1n~ this 
i tem photostRted : 

" C1 ~y Mon . Jan 17 /76 

Ret urned this pm from Hol den whence I hv been to eeeef~-- rec0ive 
& b1 .. ing home 4000G ..&Q..:td coin the l iberal donations Gs offerinr; 
for 1'l!!:W~Jtg -Te~pleo'ulia!ng purposes me.de by F& ther Wra .steV8 ilS 
now 1n 76 ~,ear t :r age For e l ong time he has been ar-xi ous tn make 
this disposi t ion of this means & f elt much r elieved after placi ng 
i 'G in my possessi on t o ~onvey it t o t his city. " 

The words crossed 0ut a re his, as i s a lso the underlining. I have 
wonder ed wh~r f o.!:_.!! long ,tJ!De he heel wanted +,o give it in, and why 
he should f eel so . mych r ~ITeved to have 1 t out of hi s hands. It 
t akes on neu s ignif icance ~o me because the f am11t- r ecor ds ahd histor y 
of the 1M! emigr ants says that they were carrying $4000 1n gold coin 
t o nake the p~yment on the pr oper t y they were buying. This coin was 
supposed t o h.-~ve been carried 1n a s t r ong box especially made t o 
hol d 1t • •• Wel l, tt is i nterest i ng, isn ' t 1t ? 

V 
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