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\ .1. Tf .,.., l l f,' )t 1 WA 

On i Ovemb er 1 , 1855 , t he rench sci ent is t s , Ju l es Remy and J lius 

Br enchl ey _ en r ou te t o ~ li f or nia , a r rived ~n illmore. :e r they fo und 

ince t his 

) e ar t.11e g rvernmBut1-1l af fa i r s .rnr~ t-. c~ c a r r:.. e.d n h ere , six long d ys' 

travel i: ro ,1 '"'a. i.t Lake Ci ty, a nd c c m:todat i ., n u ld be uor at be s t , it 

wa s a 1ne.t t er of s ound p l a nni ng fo~. t he · t1d g e t o e e.b l e t o s e 1ect h i s 

c e ;)tl V ' a nal ysis of t . . e be.s i c ce.u s e 0 o:r t e " Mor:n<, n f-Ja r . tt They knew 

· :1.e·r 2 \ J f ound J w:.:.~g e Dn .-r..n ~i-1 , :horn ·,·<;.. ha kn m u::. G~·e ·~·.,__ 
Sa ! C : .. a l ... e Si t y , ~nd -. 10 r.ad r: •;me W . t h t !1e. l Vcl ) 

C ' v·•Li. ' · i n e , nd big ev , ni ;d "'1eg· o , p r ,~.;;i d.. 
istric t c o i r t • • • . ~e as s ed ~· e evenin l is t en i g t o th 

.:1.nt i - ~· k> r .on i '3sert 0 tion s of ,, u ~r, c .•.r t1miTl0 nd , Ln wh ' c h hi 

fai r c omLan ion t ook pa rt, who s emetl as i f he c ou l d n t 
,;;)ay ofte e no u~ how t.ired s·v~ i '"tS r. ~1 °r l ong s tay in 
Ut ah • • • • • 

I t i L b r eme bered it ;;--1as r. Dr um, o nd ' s malice whic h 
nore t han anyth ing e lse, gave r i s e t - he rd lita ry ex-
p ed i ti n agains t t h e Mo r nons . Tho re who des i r e t u ascertain 
the ec:i:!:: l i est c aui'.3e v f tr· ;s c st"y ca.,' a i gr ; l'· us t -:,32, ·r.:: l. 
f 1: t h ej -5. n t Lw i · L .c i t.: un i·m o f t h i o ma0 i.:, '~ra tE: • i : h h · · 

n j h,.. "' • Th e-·.c o n.te np t ,·1!_-:-1 t,i:1i c 1 l.e w ,':"' · ver"1h e l t ~.d 
by a . with i n 1is j u r i s d l c t ion wh 0 n the f c.tC t g t t he Jind , 
t h e ~ ite he f el t and t he v _n eance e c se t o take by 
such mea ns a sha ,e a nd hat red dic t ate t i ; n 1ble i n ~,- -
al l t hi i t was -, insi n ific a n t as it s ee1 s , tha t b r ough t 
a bout t he crisi s by which a nat i on was led t o t h r ow mil lions 
t o the winds . d is t ry, al a s! i s f u l e r 1a r -~h i c h were n t 
a a r t ic e wi s ~r •.• 

l J u l es emy , . 
Le n 1 ·n l -:1 ' 

SAL' LAKE 
3/, _ -- 341 / 

T· •.. in T ,o o lume 
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con _ l rati , ne ding only the ark 

to ignite it .. This px:oved to be H brah tk Jew",. a hop ee1, t' in 

... . · V 11 e , w EH1 ... ,d only t csrry hi bue·ne s to a V ntc.ge . 

Th offici r eeount p sed on b t e artnon Hi sto:d n , B. H. 

R b rt • L to t .. l¢ =feet that , 

rema.rk one Levi bra.hams. a Jew c nvert to 
~ ormo ism · n hcp .-kee e,r Ul or , le to Jud e 
Drummond sending his negro body s r.Jant to hor ewhip 
the Je • Thl · w s done • and bot .. t-1 Jud e and. the 
negr ser t ·.1er arrest~ - f o r as au and battery 
with intent t o murder. 

L i au i . r:obert 
••• V· l. 4; 2021 

huroh , 

Hr . • ob.erts oes into som detail to prove the con .. u tion nd 

p r · t o.: J • i s urce , chiefly the ~ ace u.nts 

£l t l by d,.e by. 

A ... th u neit .e-r the date f ba ism of .1..evi Abr1 or a y 0 ie 

clr um t C - s surro ding it h ve been found , it e sy to conc l u e 

t h t he as in ,1 f ll o ~ship, thouo · he as n V r cal d titi -

C ► I .br • 3. l ., t h H I w s t is , no oubt , t t 1 to t&. ... 

incorr ct lli ~ o~ hi s n me L vi ra, S••in the above story. 

· .e ect i man first on wune 17 , 1854, 

Hi - t orian o th Sout. -n ian .uission 1 rot that ""'o . R se'"' train 

ha rri re t ~a.nt a l ra., and added • 11 bra . , the Je.v • wit a 

toe o Qi d , -o.Uled by F ther Sh erwood , was 1.n -c p ~ and t ey we r 

much ann-0y·ed with ch ot er. _k team the cause . n 

LThomas • ll r. , 'Journ l of t e Souther n I ndian ission. 0 

typescript at 1tah St ate istorical oclety . Citation by da e.!_/ 

For any years Father Sherwood had been rominent a on t1 e 

.• ormo eo l e a s u Je r . Br · 1n ' "' asu r f ereoce t o t he Jew 

i, pli t at. ,he ., t o , a w 11 · own . 
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·e ·c · t . f co rt , e .:,ou ct ve more tbtln pent :i e.y nt . ht . ey 

should acce t ti~ se - l ment is evidence t · at both were members oft e 

·orm 1 C urch . 

Tl ey evidentiy de t eir onm rivete p ae t for ju.st a y r 

later hey w~re t elin to ~ther agai,n in the sa.i: e relat;ionshi · , 

Gn J 1 y l, 1 55 ; Th as D. · rein t old ~ , after a ~f ic l t expo ing 

expedition to e rado i ver from the fort at as ·.egas • the .-r up 

ca ped the oJar 7ir in for a day of rest. 
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r _ may be more than me ts t e ye , f or Thomas S~ ·Jill ia · o 

had been the darling of the onnon attalton, who had on 14 Jan. 1853; 

contributed .five hundred dollor cash to the missionaries . and had always 

before b en loyal and devoted , had on 14 ece her 1854, spoken to the 



co in d legi l t1v roup tt in relation to certai. C ai s Wlicl e · d 

p i to f icet' · of the ....: g i lature th- y r l ' 51 and 2 untino t 

1131 l ars as i th egis t ur e to re1.m u e hiM f r t e sa e , whi ch 

w s nswer o by t1 .e gov . o jectin t the clat ~" J... tout. 53J/ He ta$ 

not 

r tio _ o . re is ti at t e 

Jew won . 

y 5 Nov r 1 5.., , o e tout t rted f r illm r e .... 

t w on 
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l o o - 00 arrivi 1 r fared extremely well , barring n occ si na 

s r n' O H -- -r: _.,-_n It 1- d C'. 5..!. / • J 

l run c · s 0 ned on Nove ber l.3 ,. ith Al,uon _ L.bi t 

ac n , t t r .y .r: t € do s e .• t t 10 '' atur ay 17 the .!. .. . 
jury in 10· of fl t G il Y• " . the nex m r d br s 

and B cl Cit -. A i ately., 

br ng t C f or ·in e . t bli s m t in 1:"' i ore . 
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cost not less than forty thou and d llar . It is sixty- one feet long 

by forty•one ide •• • 11 

j_.. emy, 34Q/ 

The population of the village was almost doubled by the influx of 

officers and legislators. Writing on the day b-efore Cht"istmas, 1855, 

George A. Smith gave a summary of the little city: 

• • • " large tannery built by M, Hoyt of stone shows its 
adaptation to private buildings . Ther.e are a number of 
ercantile establishments in this place. Judge Kinney, 

Jos . A. Kelting , Dav id andland, Levi Abraham.Lnotice 
that here again the last name is incorrectJl Gabriel 
Huntsman, Samuel • Hoyt, and Jas. Brown , Sen., are doing 
a stirring business in dry goods , groceries and hard ­
ware . There are a grist mill , t»o saw mills and two 
lath mills here; also a gunsmith's shop . not to mention 
blacksmiths, cabinet makers , carpenters, joiners , shoe­
makers, tailors, barbers and other mechanical establish• 
ments suited for the wants of a town of 1500 inhabitants . 

LJourna l His tory , Dec . 24, l 85j/ 

Here the incident took place which set into motion a series 

of e J nt whi h culminated in the sending of an army t o Utah . The 

story has been widely and variously told. hem st co orfu l version 

is t l. at of o ey King,. a resident of Fillmore , -1ho w s here at the 

time. The colloquial language and original spelling give it additional 

fla, r: 

11 
••• There was living in Fillmore a Jew By the name of 

Levi i bra.ms who was eLn / gaged in the mercantile bisuiness 
• . . the Judge was very unpo pular • • . & the Jew made t his 
rid-ulous display with the cards showing the Judge up in 
a very poor light at which . •• the Judge • • . became much Em• 

raged ,. one night he sent Kat o his negro servant t the 
Jews store to take ummary vengeance upon the Jew the 
negrow presenting himself at the store cal ed the J w up 
as though to purchase some very much needed article as 
the Jew ste

4
ed behind the counter to get the article, the 

negr collered him but a large bowie knife wa grasped 
by the Jew as he was being ~ulled over the counter & 
when t he J ew reach ed the f l oor he was prepared to do 



s me c a rving at li :1ich t ,e ne ·r bac ke awa y <:< a.d e f o r 
ho. e . The next morning ,·ir . brams • • • carried his war 
into the camp of the enemy. & armed himse l ¥1th a 
sh ot ing ir()n & a s the Judge left his lodgings he was 
c on f r on t ed with Mr. Abraham gun in hand & there was a 

o t time , .Jew hav ing rather the upp-er hand sai ' c· bout what 
he pl a s d making many accusations against the Judge for 
attempting his life by sending the negro servant to do 
h i m up f'( the Jucge thoug h g reat l y enr.aged had to swallow 

os t of t he ire of the Jew & of course every one c l ose 
a t hand w~ s out t s ee t he ru pus s the 1i s ses & Kato 
were· on the t a pos~: whi le t he pr oceeding wa s going on. 
The Hi t,s e s \'la s ur g i. ng K • t o t take hol of t he Je ,,1 ut 
V t dident rather like t o look down t he barrel of the 
pisto l & he shyed off to one side & couldant £ace the 
r s i c. Fir.a lly when ew had 1ented h is i r e he returned 
to hi s a rter ~ & s~or e cut a c omplaint a fter consul ting 

n 4 t .J ••• · t h is - · s pl c ed i n t he hands of t he Sherif£ 
wh s erved t h -. wri t upon t he Judge ••. 

_lF i ll ard County, 1851-1875 , T. e Diary o f \: lney 
ing , 11 :Pa rt 11 . Utah Humanities Review (Vo l. l, 

1947) PP • , 160.,.61. 

Cn f e e 1 en i n of t he arrest, Samuel • Richards wrote to his 

b r o t1er in 7 ng l a.nd : 11Jan. 5, 1856 ••. Some l i ttle excitement prevails 

in t own today.. An a f f air took p lace between Judg-e Dru!fu-uond and a Jew 

trader here, wbich wa s rather amusing at t he t i 1~1e ; but may he more 

t han fun for the Judge before he gets through with it. 11 

t'l:r ro) 
LEdward W. Tul l idge, H1story of Salt Lake Ci ty (S. L. C. p. 145.!_/ 

William Chandless, a traveler from Eng l and, left Sa lt La ke Ci ty 

on January 1 1 1856 ; and arrived in Fillmore on Sunday, the day after 

the a rrest of Judge Drummond. I n his account he. makes much of the 

race of the two as s ail a nts,. a s though this made a great difference. 

Because he went on the next day, he did not know of later event s which 

were even mo re s i gnificant., 

"The Judge fell t o playing at cards with braham, 
t he one Jew of Utah; a quarrel arose; the judge restrained 



hi s wn 1 n· s, but next morning his servant Cat , the one 
negr o in Utah, spat in braham's face and pulled his nose. 
The J ew appea l ed to the laws of the country; for he was a 
Mormon nd an American citi zen. Here was a grievous 
offence: it was not simply an assault, but t he assailant 
was ne f t he accursed race ,1 "the descenda nts of Ca in 
and Canaan 11 t, a.n<i he attacked one of the chosen race• and 
the solitary one whom Mormonism had a claim to.. The Judge 
and Cnto were summoned before the very probate judge 
wh e j uri diction Judge Drummond denied; in f ac t , he 
ought himsel f to have heard the case ••• " 

L il lia m Chandless, f; Visit to Sa lt Lake, .• •. (London, 1857 
p . 27~/ 

It e em that Bill Hickman h~d his own private ax t o grind, so 

he was eager to pick up the quarrel. According to him : 

Du r in., the s itting of the Legislature, a Jew, by the name of 
: br a.ms , h~ a diffi.cul ty with him, in which Dr ummond t hreat·ened 
t o kill him. The other two Judges were holding a term of the 
Su pr eme Gour , and I t hought this a good chance to get even 
wi th hi m, so 1 got the J ew to swear out a writ, and had him 
arr e eel . The J ew got me to prosecute the case f or him. I 
•ot ne ther attorney to assist me. as l l e ·rned Drummond 

had emp l oyed two. We went into the case, and, in s pite of 
all opposition, showed him up in his proper light. e went 
into his character and general course. which we made look bad 
enough. After working at this four days, we got the J ew t o 
withdraw t he pr osecut ion by Drummond paying the costs ••• 

[ Bil 1 Hic kman, Brigham's Destroying Angel; •.• ( S. L. C. 1872 ) 
pp . 111-1 11/ 

Judge Drummond had earlier--on 12 November 1855-- spoken in no 

uncertain terms of the limitations of the r robate Courts, insisting 

that the Territorial Legisla ture could not confer civil and criminal 

jurisdiction by law on the ... robate Courts. 11He also instructed the 

grand jury that .f t hey found that any of the nrobate Judges had exer­

ci s ed civil or criminal jurisdiction that it was their duty to indict not 

only the judges, but all jurors and officers who had acted under them. 11 

7 -
[562I Thus his own arres t and plea for a writ of Habeus Cor pus wa s a 

test of the powers of the l ocal court. A art of St out's acc ount of 

the activities f or 9 J anuary 1856 seems worth inc l udi n : 



January 18 56 . T is lorning the Supre e ourt 
have met at t~e St ate House but whil e the t hree 
we~e w ding their way thit er, J udge ru mood 
et under the af r se id arre'°'t and virtu_ally in the 

h nd , f the officer was intercepted on the u y by P, ' $ee 
r.:1 lo infor1:ned him that t hey had orders not t o suffer him 
t o pass out of the fo rt and so sto ed bi 

This enti re l y t ook the Judiciary aback . A arley 
e nsue , tl e t .1 o t her Judges remonstrate I The Po" ""'e,c -1ere 
inexhora.blQ. They 10u l d no t let J udg e rummond o . So 
the p lace of the m.eeting of the Su preme ourt was. changed 
t o ivf r.. 'ln ° s Hou s e & t he three J udges t .;aire thC)r~ to 
undergo e. stil l worse humiliation f ,or t hen the Posse. would 
not let Drummond si t on the Bench and again the wheel s of 
Judicial ~roe eding ere brought to a stand sti ll and the 
Su . r er e 01 . t was certainly in a 0 fixu a nd no-t k . 1i_ 

exactly what to do adjourned til l next l r iday 
~,ow come nother tack in the history of the udidary . 

"r'he tim had now come to c mmence opter ations on t he !abeai:) 
Cor! us Case, rummond & his neg ro vs urhe Peop e'' , c C iof. 
Justice Vinney, r epaired to the school house to hear the 
c lo i n a '.tt g ttments for and t1gainst the ;:iowers of the pr obate 
Court as on tha· t uestion alone hung th lawful or un l a ful 
i r: r:tsonment of .s Hon, Judge Drummond & ato . I t now 
see.med tha the death ne.1 l of the probate Gour. s t1ould 
inevi t ably e sounded, as Judge Kinney's known and avowed 
opinion was adversely to the _owars of the robate ourt s , 
yet their time had not come for Judge Drummond on the meeting 
of inneys Court with drew the suit and thus the · rohate 
live • 

'Thi ended the affai r of the Habeu C r pu ". a l so ended 
the .r secuti · n agains t Judge r ua.h .ond . l l bid. 58!,j 

uring ali this I the formons ,iere in h i gh gl ee . On Tue;;)day night 

before the fi na l ac tion of the pos se* they held an :> ther party in the 

State House. Judge Dru nond' .:> extr~e hu i liation, his enforced sub.-

r i ssi n, and his rep rt t .. at the court r ecords had been destroyed cir 

st l en a ve hi1 a rea.1 case t o present against the 1 orm ns . or was 

he the first t c omplain of bis t reatment . t her publ ic a p ;ointees 

had lef t in di~gust or fea r. The tenor f their report s was that , 

no matte·r ho wa named t o act, Brigham Youn as stil l the ruler in 

Ut ah , an d his word the' on l y l aw which the lor ons res1 ected . 



en )ctober 3, if-5 I 
i ~ HcGx-ao \·r o te a etter of rotes t to , .. . 

re ident Pierce .. This was not acted on at tbe time, but was later a iven 

cons er·· i n b .r esiden uch nnun. Jt·dg e Drum .1ond wr ote of his ex-

perien I.:!~ i Utah L i ~ l ter ,f r i gna.tion to Hon . Jeremiah S . lack , 

Unit ., St t ~s . Thi s t: e. dated Varch 30, l 57 . 

This, · 1 • th le te:c- of l )r il 2 , enclosing s ubstanti.atin° witne- ses t 

his c .. ur es, c r used t1e .1:: re -::>·dent o p ay ttenti?n • 

Buchannan and J hn .,.. oy ' , ~e r~tary f \ r, decided to n$.me ne ,, 

nd a mi l ite.ry escort t su"l art their authority. 

This might h c r e oul ted f r om rum n . ' s sugges ion that : 

l do bi;l ' v h 0 t, if h are v:as e. man t in office as 
Governor ,&.. the.t Territory , who is not a mem er of t e 
c .ur c 1 , ( V m~, and h e u ported t-J i h a s ufficient 
military aid, much good would result from such a coutse . 

General orders were issued, · ~ay 2 , 1 ° 57, for the semb l age o f 

250 r e p,) et Por.: Lerue m•o r h ., :""an se j t< be i e ,. etched to U h . Two 

thousand he __ • eef c tt 1 
_ vc-..-.:e t o b · l)r ocur.ed a d dr i en 

· r fr . .1 t i · istnnce, the "r onn ·)n W r, 11 r "Bue 1a nan ., 

Blunder , fl was seri ... c;o1 1i eris de in which · l parties o s t . erha s 

re succi.nct l , th n . d J e ss •-O e : 'founded , 

none ; kil l e , no e; · ) ed , e er, dy. 11 f 1b ·d. 22_/ 

The :. r s i ent' o~. e;:3 ·1ero to the effect that , "The cot:1muni ty • 

and in part 1 the civil go·,ernment of Utah Territory , are in a tate of 

substantial rebellion against the laws a nd authority of the United States •.• 



The prudence ex ected of you requires that you sh uld an ic ·, pate resistance, 

general o rganiz ed, and formidable; at the thresho 1 d, n .::h ~e rour move• 

ments as if it were certain. 11 LI bid . 98,:_/ 

Thus it was that the Tenth I nfantry and the Fifty Infantry regi-
1 

rnents set out from ort Leavenworth on July 18 , 1857, tlrag._Jing alo.n 

four sb.: ... p untlers and two twelve- pound howitzers in addition to th~ir 

long trains of provision wagons and herda of cattle--as a. bodyguatu f ,r 
\\ 

the new Governor of Utah, Al fred Cumming. 

I n Utah, word of the ap )'roaching army wa 
\ 

net with an immediate 

reaction: "W1 th God• s hel p , they shall POT c ome here !' ' I repara tions f or 
I 

resistance began at once, s pui~red by the most inflammatory war s >eeches 

and stirring battle song • (Th~se al one a re material f o r a. study of the 

times . ) Throughout the territ 1ry men were mus tered a.nd dri ll ed; units of 

horsemen were sent out to sc ut and harass t he enemy; the canyon approaches 

swanned .;i th men preparing def ens es • des erate ex x·e s s acl.:'oss t he d ert 

. est almost C) t tlte lives o f sixttLn men and their tnimals in the urgencr 

t o ca l 10me the var ou a in t s a nd ••mo i~e import nt l yk.- t o br n5 ho 1e cwo 

wagon• loads o a munit ion from Californi a. 

The we.uther decided the issue. l f God were really fighting _ hei r 

battles, the ormons Should recognize that e did it effectiv<.-:l y in the 

sudden de.scent of a b1.tter winter. 

By s pring both the government official s and the •'y.rmons \</ere ready 

t o ta.l • .he Mormonc- would e.cce ... t their; n-ew governor. but they did not 

wan t his retinue in the city . •\.ather t.h n accept tlis rnili · ry ru l e,_ they 
I 

wou l d mo -~e south and burn their Zi n behinJ them. Bu wl era cc u cl they 

g o. The.re wa.ai; lo - e t a _ k of .;ou t·a r t e i l td <ls of t he :-;ca. i . 1 iarch 

\ ' 
' ' 



a<: pany of sixty men 1th as many horses., and with twenty wagons set 

out into the desert we . t and north of Cedar City••another expedition 

whic:b almost ended in disaster .. - t ,seek out tt P .. ace of ,efu e . u Tl ey 

learned only that there was no uch pl ce. 

l n the end, the ge . ture of pr otest was the ma movement of the 

people ut of a l t ake City toward the south. A fe went nearly a 

hundred ile to ~e""hi ; 10 t of t he ot ers sifted i t o the e t tlement . 

nearer ome, s .ttin up such t ,em rax-y camps as t ,ey could. 

n June 26 the ar y marched e erted city to take ~P 

<:amp so f orty . iles west . They et 1 an of the 1o , ,on s r t urning to 

thei r no es;_ in fact ,, most were back the first wee1 in J uly .• 

r ha the Jew • ·ho had been the unwitting cau e 

of al this c o r:·o t i on? It tias U h h d te~ o -to e da r :ter ed 

stage,. so eone i ghted th a 1 a.uK• powder at ~•i feet . and or a nute 

he s_t .ood illumined and in fu ll view of all th-e people. Then after the 

dar · .g n., he ~ l ost gin in 

the crowd. 

Did he remai in Southern Utah? . id b.e marry and raise a fa 1ily 

there? Ccur t r-co s f u: rd 6 ,es in Fi ll r e sh that .·hr e P. 

girls fro, . anos 1ere arr i 

re not given. 

t l cal en .• . ut n mes o:~ t _ eir 

- h : Ut . G e teer fr 874 l ist 

s 

ren s 

keeper in the 14th ard,, South Tero le., ,,outh ijide , e t, e n 

and First L st. 

a t emp •e 

i,uh the assurance that he was a, bapti zed otmon co,ues the firm 

elief that so. ewhere at least on·e faithful descendant l, as mt1d,e out the 

required far ily group sheets which n- i ve the pertinent detail of hi, life. 

). 
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