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At this time Anthony w. Ivins was 23 years old, and had been called to go on 
an expedition into Old Mexico. His companions were Dan w. Jones, Helaman Pratt, 
J . Z. Stewart, R. H. Smith, Ammon M. 'Yenney, and Wiley c. Jones o His friends 
and neighbor s in St . George and Pine Valley contirbuted money and animals for 
the trip. --- - ----

187.5 
My friend Graham D. Macdonald took the initiatj_ve in the collection of this 
fund. Besides the subscriptions refered to B. H. Paddock gave me a mule and 
the people of Pine Valley a horse. These funds .vith what I was able to provide 
f r om my orm resources enabled me to pro~ide a good outfit, saddle horse 
with equipments, two extr a animals arms, ammunition and some cash. 

On the 10th of October I started from home expecting to meet the remainder 
of the party at Toquerville, 24 miles distant . It was my first journey from 
home and the ride to Toquerville was a ver y lonely oneo I arrived at my 
destination in the evening and found the party there vrith the exception of 
Bro Tenny, he was to join us at Kanab. 

On the Eleventh ,re started from Toquerville and t r aveled to Workmans Ranch 
a dist ance of only 14 miles . 1he following day 12th we traveled 28 miles 
to the Cedar Ridge where we camped . [!fade a dry camp_d 

The morning of the 13th some of our animal s vrere gone ,·lnich made us ·l a te in 
starting, we only t r aveled 12 miles to Winsor Castl e (Pipe Springs) where we 
were very hospitably entertained by Bro & Sister V'finsor . 

Getting an early start on the morning of the 14th er traveled to Kanag a 
distance of 22 miles . Kanab llti:Bg being the last settlement on our route, 
we remained there t ill the 20th making final preparati ons for the journey. 
Bro Jacob Hamblin, Annnon Mo Tenny and Thos . Chamber lain joined our party here. 
Bro. Hamblin killed a very fine beef, he told me it was the only one he had, 
and jerked it t o use on the road. On the 20th of Oct. our outfit being 
compl ete we left Kanab and trave l ed 17 mil es to Navajo Wells Our party 
now consisted of 9 men and 32 head of horses and mules , 22 head of which were 
packed Our animals vrere very str ange to each other and gave us considerable 
t r ouble. 

Rtiw:mmt.1t On t he 20th several were lost and Bro Jones and I went b ack nearl y 
to ffanab for them. Bro. Jones was annoyed and scolded the brethren who had 
gone out with the animals t he night before s aid he would go out and herd them 
himself tonight, said if I would go out with him we would shovr the r est o.f 
the boys how to night herd horses . We took the horses out on the gr ass and 
b oth vratched them t ill about 10 o ' clock when Bro Jones laid doi.m and di d not 
get up again till morning . I herded the horses all night alone. 

Oct 22, 187.5 
We started from Navajo Wells at 8 a . m. and t r aveled to House Rock Springs a 
distance of 35 miles where we arrived some time after dark. We have 
traveled in,

1
,a South Easter ly direction crossing Bucks kin or Kiabab (Lying) 

Mountain. he Mount ain as its name signifies lies !lat .:ind is coYered where 
vre cr ossed it with a heavy growth of cedar and pinion pine . It is 1.5 miles 

~ through t his t imber f r om the west to the East side vrhere vre crossed it . The 
\ House Rock Spring gushes out from a crevice in the r ock of the high r ed 

s andstone cliffs vmich bound the House Rock Valley on the North. The .vater 
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i s excellent in quality, but ther e is not much of it. 

Oct. 23, 1875 

From House Rock Springs we traveled 10 miles :m a s. Easterly direction to 
Jacobs Pools~ several springs ,mich furnish an ablmdant supply of water for ~\ 
travelers . There is a small house here said to have been built by John D...._ Lee . ~ 
From this point a----go-Oc1V1ew is obtained of the House Rock Valle • At the 
Northern end near House Rock Spring the valley is narrow but as you travel 
South it becomes wider until at this point looldng south it is 15 miles wide 
and is probably 30 miles l ong f r om N. E to S .W. Grass is abundant in the 
va lley a nd adjacent mountains and it is said that ther e are springs of water 
in the Southern part of the valley sufficient for a large number of c attle. 
The valley vrould make a very good cattle r anch . 

Oct . 25 

Yesterday being Sunday we did not travel, today t r aveled from Jacob I s Pools 
to Soap Creek a distance of 18 miles . The water at Soap Creek was v er y bad 
so we went on 5 miles to ~dger Creek where we camped . Today we have had our 
firs t v ier, of the S8n Fr ancisco Peaks and the channel of t he Colorado River. 

26 
Before we br oke camp this morning a party of Navajoe Indians came up on their 
way to our Utah Settlements t o t r ade b l ankets for horses . I have neglected 
to state that vre are nov; traveling in Arizona having x:mllmxm.amt crossed the 
l ine at the ¥/est base of the Buckskin Mountain. We traveled 10 miles to 
Lee ' s Ferry where we arr ived about noon. Three boat loads ferried us across 
and we t r aveled on 8 miles to Navajo Springs ·where we camped. Seven Navajoes 
c amped vrith us , they appeared to be ver y friendly. 

Oct. 27, 1875 

17e traveled s. f rom Navajoe Springs 10 miles to Bitter Springs . As the ne.me 
i.r.?pl ies the water her e is bitter. While at t h is place a man by the name of 
Spicer (Judge Spicer) overtook us . He was going to the Navajo countr y 
prospec'ting . ~hen our captain D.W. Jones learned t hat the me.n was a 
prospector he refused t o allow him to t r av el in our company and because Bro 
Hamlin showed f r iendship to the new arrival BDo Jones requested them both 
to leave the c ompany. 

28 
Triis mor ning Bros Hamlin and Chamberlain and Judge Spicer sta rted back. Bro 
Hamlin felt very badly, he s a id he had always been t aught to assist all men 
when he found them in need and that it 1-ras because of t his that he proposed 
to a s sist Judge Spicer . A reconciliation could not be effected h owever and 
the parties took the back t r a il we continuing our journey r 20 miles and 
makint'.; a dry camp. Eight miles from Bitter Springs we water ed our horses 
at some rock pockets ex lmovm as the Lime Stone Tanks . 

29 
T'nis morning when we gathered our horses s everal head were missing . About 
8 o ' clock a party of Navajoe s came up TTith a band of hor ses . ,,,Trj_ey had been 
to the settlements to trade for horses a.nd vrer e returning. 1hey had found 
our horse s and br ought them to us . We traveled 28 miles to the Mo- n- aby, a 
nice spring of good vra.ter vrhere we camped. About sundovm Pahtnish, the Ute 
chief , accompanied by 9 of his men rode up to our campo They are as wicked 
looking f elloY/S as I have ever seen . Patnish is a Ute by birth, was r aised 
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among the 1 avajos 2nd finally became their chief, that is to say, chief of a 
sm.~ll faction made up of Navajos , Utes , and Pah- utes, ~ element of disturbance 
which neither t he Utes JIXim'. nor Nava jos aclmowledge . e is said to be the 
man who led the party that kill ed Bro Jas. M. i1hitmore and Bro llcintire at Pipe 
Spring :in the wint e r of [ 1866] 

#e appears tp be frlilendJ,y but we have t aken every precaution to guard against 
s urprise and to protect our horses during t he night . There is l and and water 
her e sufficient to make a nice farm. John D. Lee once located here and built 
a house which still remains . 

October 30, 1875 

'.Te traveled 8 miles to the J.fo-an-coppy. 'J.°he party of Indians i'Tho Tier e 11ith 
Pahtnish and rrho camped near us last night vre1.rt on Tlest hunting, Patnish 
himself' traveling with us to the Uoancoppy. here is a body of good h.nd here 
but the water supply i s limited. · Te est:i.J'late' that 15 families could find 
f arms . The land is noYr occupied by the Eoquis Indians of the Or iba v illi.age . 
They r aise wheat, corn, squash, potatoes , carrots, and some fruit . 

Jov . 1, 1875 

Yesterday was Sunday; vre did not tr.'.lvel. 
This morning at day break vre heard dist ant singing, at first ver y faint but 

grO"'r.i.ng louder and more distinct as the singer s dre-,·r near. The effect was 
renarkable her e ~ in this solitude to listen to the pl aintive chant of these 
people as they approached was charming beyond description . The voices 
gradually drevr nearer till a lar ge party of Oriba Ind ians came in sight. 'I'hey 
had come from their villiage abovt 35 miles distant to gather the r emnants 
of their crops . They ,,ere singi.ruj( songs of praise and thanksgiving for the 
blessings of the past season and ~uplicating the Great Spirit f or a continuation 
of His eoodness . 

'l'J-iey met us with p:-otestat ions of great friendship . 1 hey have a l ways been 
friendly towards the Uormon people, some of t hem having been baptized into 
the church . Yfe traveled about 22 miles today and camped vrithout water . 

lrov 2, 11375 

'.'fe traveled on 15 miles east to the pools vrner e the Oribas water their s heep 
and cattle . 'rile water is very bad, some of our animals will not drink it 
although they hat}e been without rrater for 24 hours . ·'fe moved on 2 miles to 
~barnl1C!:ml::ih:lrnwm:rnINtaxm:!IIU!lXlmmDilXm±c1XB.;<:pJt'.I!IX!iDll!Iitt?i~1m1e1mm:xm:tmrnxmx:hfim~rexm 
.knmnlD'llnianrllmn 
the Oriba villages y,here we camped. The Oriba villiage is one of seven 
v illiages rrhich are in close proximity to each other . They were kno,·m to the 
Spaniards who first explored the region as the s even cities of Seballa 
and are c"llled Ur ibe , ~ Ahl ela, Shp:muthpa, Mushaiina, Gualpi, Sivn.nna, 
and Legua . The Oribe villiage, as well as the others is built on the top of 
high a"'ld almost inaccessible cliffs and can only be approached by n~rro-.v 
trails which wi.rld up the b1uff till they r each the swmnit . The houses are 
built of :8lllJD:; stone, with no architectural design, and are f r om one to three 
stories high, and have flat roofso The streets are narrow and dirty. Dogs 
and chickens abound. To the south of the bluff on which the villiage is 
s ituated is a broad and beautiful valley vrith abundance of grass bl[t no 
watero The l ndia.ns cultivate a l?onsiderable amount of land to corn and 
beans depending entirely on ra:in to mature their crops . They have flocks 
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'l ' of sheep and goats and some horses and cattle. hey are industr ious and frugal, 
the men tending the flocks and herds and cultivate the ground, and also spin 
and weave their wool into fine blankets . The ,vomen carry the water, prepare 
the food and attend to other housc~old duties . 

The ·;ra:ta:- :0r domest i c use is brought from a wellTat the foot of the bluff on 
the south and about 1/4 mile from the villiage . his well is about 75 feet 
across the top and gr adually frows smaller till it reaches the water at a depth 
of sixty feet . It is walled up vii.th rock and has steps going dovm t o the 
water. 
At almost any hour of the day Moqui women may be seen descending from the high 
cliffs with water jars upon their heads ~ in 1·ihich they carry back t ge 
needed supply of water. They are very interesting, these Moqui women, small 
in stature, with pleasing countenences and neatly dressed in Indian costume. 

Their t r aditi ons set forth that the Maquis vrere once the most powerful nation 
in the Viest a.~d that they governed the entire country until they were betrayed 
and finally overcome by a nation from the South. Since that time they have 
dwindled till at present they do not represent more than 2000 souls. all told. 

Virtue is held very sacred among them as is also t heir marr iage r ites . Before 
marriage the Moqui girl has a peculiar style fo doing up her hair in large 
r olls on iehter side of her head to resemble somewhat the horns of b mountain 
sheep. At the time of her ma.triage these rol ls are taken down never to be 
put up again and if she should forfeit her virtue before marriage she is forever 
disgraced. 

Before marriage the bride and groom are taken by the parents and washed and 
pronounced clean and the ceremony is solemnized in white garments which are 
held to be sacred and vihich it is saj_d fjre vrill not burn. 

at 
We r emained 7li:tk the Oriba villiage until the morning oi the 6th resting our 
stock and visiting vii.th the Indians . I met several vrho had b~en to the 
settle:;-ents to trade and with whom I had become acquainted. 1hey were pleased 
to see me as I was to see them. 

Y:lhile in camp here a meeting was called for the pm-pose of settling a difficulty 
bet,·reen Bro Jones and R.H. Smith . Ill feeling had existed bet'l"reen t hem almost 
from the start and it culminated in this meeting. Bro. Jones accuses Bro. 
Smith of lbeing untruthful and dishonest and told him he had better take his 
outfit and go back home . Bro. Smith aclmow1edged that he was weak in many 
r espects but said that he had but one desire :kl'DI and t hat was to go on and 
properly fulfill the mission to vihich he had been called. 

We all expressed pr.i:-selves and each member of the party except Wiley Jones, 
the captains son¢, said he was not accustomed to bejng treated as Br o Jones 
was treating us and asked him to be more kind. An appearant reconciliat i on 
was effected as a result of which better feeling preva iled. 

Nov . 6, 1875 
Vle traveled East frp~ Oribe 12 miles to another of the Moqui villages • 
There was neither grass nor water her e so we engaged a guide to pilot us to 
the Little Colorado River and went out about 2 miles and camped. Our guide 
r eturned to the villiage promising to return and go on with us the following 
morning. Several Indians camped with us appearing very f riendly. 
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'nthonv Ivinc ' 
c· l'.1<' to l--e l--nov•n • s 

Report of 
Tr .. C 

9u--lo/?VV~ /8,,-u~ 
V J 7 ?> ) ~ 1 '/--OD ~'v;) /... 

--d~ ~ <::-<,,~ h~ 
3ou~e 
Y f'C0N '.:'RAT' • 

,j... .,.. .,. £a ll•• •oen nd.oei.., and I dr•r:1 • "'"• ,,., x ph ,rl!lcli totl:ow, 
eubl h tes bhc seeeRde tr,;,p out . Ii, 'eeg in~ ~ 91 of the Journal_:/ 

At the general confer ence held at Salt Lake City Oct 1877 I was called to go 
as a missionary to New Mexico to labor as a missionn.r y under the: direction of 
Lorenzo Hatch. Bro. Erastus B. Snov,was also called to the same mission. 
Vie were to labor among the Indians . 

I bege.n at once to make preparatio '11S for this miss ion and on the 8th of 
Jany / 1878/ Bro Snow and J s t arted from St . George. I had a good t eam 
of ~es a nd light wagon ,mich we took and we were well pr ovided with clothmg 
and beddmg. The iweather was extremely cold. We t r aveled from St . George 
to Antel ppe Springs, on the top of the Hurr icane Hill on the 8th . The 
ground was covered with snovr and the ·weather vra.s extr emely col d . 

Jany 9, 1878 

We t r aveled f r om Antel ope Springs t o Winsor C~st le, a distance of 30 miles . 
We wer e kindly enter tained by Br o Charles Pulsipher and wife . 

The follovr.i..ng day we t r aveled to Kanab a distance of 22 miles . uere we loaded 
t hree sacks of flour and 400 l bs of gr ain and on the 11th star ted on . I t had 
snovred dur ing the night and the r oad wa.s ver y heavy. We r eached J ohns on about 
dark a.!'ld l earned that Br o Hatch, whom we hoped t o have met at this point , he 
having come down f r om Ut"h' ijad p~.ssed tlj.ere two days befor e and gone on . 

Bro Johnson was ver y ki nd to us , giving us hay t o take with us and f eeding 
our teams . 

\'re went on f r om Johnson on the 1211 camping on the top of the Buckskin Mountam, 
23 miles f r om Johnson . The snow -vras very deep and weather col d but wood was 
plentiful and we were quite comfortable . 

On the 1r we traveled 18 miles to House Rock Springs where we overtook Bros . 
Lorenzo atch, Bro. List on, and James :aean who wer e on their ,vay to Erizona. 
The ground in the House Rock Valley is c OVJered with s novr and it is very cold. 
We t r aveled out about 3 miles f r om the sprmg and camped • 

We t r aveled only 12 miles on the 1411 • On the 15 11 we, Br o Snow and I , drove 
on ahead of the company rrith Bro Hat ch, our purpose bei ng to reach the f erry 

,vn,- QP.i- advance of the main part y and arr ange f or crossing . At Soap Cr eek Bro;s 
Hatch broke an axl e to his wagon and was obliged to remain. We drove on 
r eaching the f err y in the evening 26 miles from last nights camp. 

The following morning we went flovm to examme the river. For the first 
time since people havt lived here the Colorado is f r ozen over at the ferry 
f r om shore to shor e . Above and below the fer r ~ vrhere there a r e r apids , the 
r iver is f r ee from ice , but in the still water wher e the fer ry boat crosses 
there is a natural br idge of ice over which teams ha~e been cr ossmg for 
s ever al days . It does not look very safe. 

Day before yesterday some t r avelers attempted to cr oss thr ee yoke of oxen, 
yoked and chained together . A chain was draging bet ween the wheel oxen. When 
abput ~air t ije dmstamce acrpss pme pf t oe oxen stepped on this cha~ and fell. 
br eaking through the ice and draging all of the others after him. hey aD. • 
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went through the ice but were rescued with the exception of one ox 
wl}ich was drovmed. The yokes wer e also lost. The water at this point is ~bout 
twenty feet deep. 

'!!e sounded the ice and concluded to cross . Yfe unhitched our teams, tied a 
rope to the end of the wagon tongue, and pulled it over by hand, then le~ our 
horses over singly. We had about 1200 pounds of loading in our wagon. he 
ice cracked every step we took but did not give way. Vfe expected the company 
in that day but when evening came Br o Dean and Liston drove up and r eported 
that Bro Hatch was 10 miles back with another broken wagon. Late t hat night 
Bro Hatch came up bri nging the broken wheel with him. 

By t his time the ice was regarded as unsa;t;,e and we decided to cut a channel 
through it for t he ferry boat to cr oss . 1herey,as no gr ass at the river, so 
we decided that Bro Snow take our team out to Navajo Spring and wait there till 
the arrival of the r er.ia:inder of our company while I remained at the ferr y to 
assist :in crossing the wagons and stock. 

On the 17th Bro Snow went on to Navajo Springs with_ our team. We had no 
forge with which to weld the broken tire which Bro Hatch had brought :in so we 
made holes in the tire and rivited a piece of iron on the outside of the tire 
and then replaced it on the wheel. I took the wheel, thus fixed up s ack and 
put it upon the wagon and brought them in the following day, while Br o Hatch 

made and axle to replace the one broken. 

I reached the ferry about noon on the 18th. !Dn t he meantime a channel had been 
cut for the boat and we commenced crossing the teams and wagons on i t . We 
got everything ac:boss that Elay except the loose stock, the last trip bemg 
made by moonlight. 

On the 19" we undertook to cross the loose stock on the boat, but wi thout 
success . Some of the cattle we could not get on the boat at all and others 
when part way over jumped off the boat :into the r iver . We finally succeeded 
:in gettmg them over . Some we were obliged to catch and throw down and 
drag over on the ice . We succeeded in gett:ing everythmg over except the 
young stock, two of these we were obliged to leave behind. Bro Hat ches oxen 
could not be found so we drove out to Navajo Springs le.:i.v:ing the heavy ox 
wagon at the ferry. 

The next morning the lost oxen were with the other cat tle . Bro Hatch and I 
went back to t he river to get the wagons and if possible the tvro heifers 
-which had been l eft behind . J ust as vre arrived at the river a par ty of travelers 
were starting from the nor th side of the river with a boat load of cattle . 
Vihen they got about half way acr oss the cattle all jumped off into the r iver. 
They were rescued with a great deal of difficulty. ~ Iree shovred great 
courage., going out in a skiff and assist:ing_to get ~ ttle- out of the water. 

I crossed over to the nor th side on the ice and after consultation, we decided 
that the ice was safer than the boat, notwithstandmg the fact that it was 
cracked from shore to shore, I could put m, oand through these cracks down 
into the water. 

I assisted the people who were there to cross t heir teams and wagons and we 
all drove out to N'avajo Springs and camped, all feeling very t hankful that 
vre ttad successfully crossed that horrid r iver without loss of life or property. 
(I crossed on the ice 32 times . ) 
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Brief summary of travel to Colorado River January 1878 (See P• 6) 

Tuesday Jan 8th 1878 
Started f rom St. George and traveled 25 miles to Antelope Springs . VJoen we 
reached the top of the Hurr icane Hill we found t he gr ound co~ered with snow 

ranche . 
Wednesday Jan. 9th Traveled from Antelope Springs t o Winsor Castle .lt.8.Effldm 
30 miles "Here kindly treat~d by Bro Chas Pulsipher and wife 

Thursday Jan 10 Traveled to Kanab a distance of 22 miles . 

Friday Jan 11th .••• Reached Johnson about dark 

Saturday Jan 12th Started f rom Johnson and tra.veled 8 miles to Navajo Wells 
vmere we watered our horses and drove on to the top of Bucksli:fa Mountain,i 
a distance of about 15 miles . 

Sunday Jan 13th From last nights camp we t r aveled about 18 miles to House Rock 
Spr:ings -,vhere we fo:µ:nd BresHatch ••• We t r aveled oy..t about 3 miles from the 
spr:ing and camped. 

Jan 14th Traveled 8 miles to Jacoti 1s Pools where we watered and drove out 
4 miles Ma.de mr a dry camp. 

Jan 15th • • • • Reached the ferry t hat night, a distance of about 26 miles . 
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