
"A PL1CE OF REFUGE" 

BACKG:HCt 1-IDS FOFI TEE hISSION CA LL 

Thi s exped~ ion ha d i ts r oo s de ep in t he be~innings of the 

"l or mon iler . " Of nll t he i nter- r l c y of ci r ct.ms t~nces \,rich bro\. glit 

a militar y contingent t o Utrh , we shall not sreak . I t was or de r ed 

t o nu t down a rebell i on; word of its coming r e~ched Br i gham Young 

on July 2L , 1857 . ..i s res pcnse \'I D." i n~ t an t : 111,it h od ' s help , 

they shall NOT c ome here !" 

Pl a ns t o r e s i s t t he hos t ile f orce abou t to i nvade t heir 

home-la nd i nclude d sending expr e s s riders to all the ou t lying 

a r eas , urr;i ng t he s e t tler s t o come home . Those a t For t Bridg<. r 

and Fort Suppl y s houJ d bur n t he ir horres , h, y a nd gra in "' tach :- , r..d 

any cr ops ,"1hich mici t be uced by tie eneny . Th OE<': f "'om th.,. Car s"n 

Valley should s ell their pr o~erty i r poEsic l e , or l ea v< i t :r they 
eader ~ 

must . The / r u~ t ge t a s upp]· of O\' der a nd a r J!" mi t i on f co the 

coas t t o 1 r inf in a s q 1·ickJ y as possi ble . The col ony e t San 

Ber nqrd i r o must leave their ho ding 4- J:-e r e and ~one i n , and t [ e 

elders on t be c ontinent sh~uld leave t heir miscions and hasten 

t o s t and i n de ~P ~e of Zion . 

\ith comna.tnicat i c.ns li 1i +ed t +-ra vel by horse , i t ·~•as rii d­

J\utus t be f or e the word of' t rcuble coul d reach these out l ying ar eas . 

f'.e anv:tile , v•it\. in 4- he '.i.'erri 4- cry , e very man ol rl e nough to c <>rry a 

gun was muster Ed in , armed, , nd dr j lle d . reorge A. Smith visited 

t he vill-i~e s in outhren Lt a h prea chi ng war , stor ing their food , 

es e c ~allv ~r ain in case t hey ~e r e subjec t ed t o 3 l onr seige . 

Everynhere t lcr ~ wes Lhe d~terrnin~~ion to st~nd and f ight . 
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drille d , and prepared to f ivt t . Ru mors of f or c e s a pproa c hing from 

tre s outh , up the Colo rad o River . i ncreased the tensions , a n d sen t 

Ama sa M. Lymen wi t h a Slllc!J l pa rty to r econnoiter t he area . 

fle r e in sou thern Utah was s he d t he only blood of the war in the 

Mounta in Meadows Massacre on Se pte mbe r 10 . By t hi s time Lot 3mith 

and others of t h e cavalry were ha r rassing t he wagon trains of the 

army . driv i ng off cat t le and mule s a nd bur ning ~ supply wa~ons . 

Emi p:r ation C:-> nyon s warmed wi th you np- men building bastions and 

barricades f r om which t o de fe nd t hemselves i n ba ttle . Yet with a l l 

t heir efforts . t hey we re i n n o way pre pa red to f i ght . 

I t they observe the date of October 17 as t h e day of t he i r 

deliv e r a nce • t hey will no t miss the mark, for on tha t day the winter 
first storm 

storm str uc k whic h s t opped the r.i r my in its tra c ks . Be f ore the JriK.:tlfl'! 

( lJ o ) s pring 
was ov e r , 3000 head of ho rses a nd mules perished , ( lla~d by S1)Xix ~ 

t hey ~ad l ef t pnly j 357 of t he army ' s hors es and a few mul es . ( 154) 

During the lonv wint e r Bri~ham Young h ~d time t o c ons ider the 
cons i de r 

sit ua tion more cleAr ly . Now i n a c ouncil me eting t he y xwxiu wha t 

plan would be be s t : whether to at t ack t h em before they c ome near , or 

to b u r n our h o s es & des troy everyt h i ng i n and around u s a n d f lee t o 

the mou nnta ins • • •• (HS . 654 ) 
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drilled , and the stage se t for ac t i ve duty . 



or three years r-·ormon mission ries i n '"'outhern Ute.h had been 

workin~ ,ith the Indians , ~iving them gifts and trying to buil d 

a solid friendshi p , knowi nr that the r ed men would be e i ther 
on September 11 , 1857 , 

valuabl e friends or dangerous enemies . Her e , /between Mormon 

zealots and Indi,n ·1arrj OI! S , a whole emigrant t ra i n was massacred , 

except te!' e i fhteen small childr en who had been t aken away in a 

wagon . 'Ibi s ,.,as the onl y blood shed in the f.".ormon War , and i t 

has been e ver s i nce a stai n upon the whol e society . 

At this s3me time and followi ng until mid- October , Mormon 

ccovts and ca valr y hara_ss~.d the supply t r ains of the army . Lot 

Smith burned t~ree t r ains with 300 , 000 pounds of f ood , a nd Por t e r 

?c-ckwell drove away 800 head of cattl e . Stewart Van Vliet , who 

··•as sent as an er.iisEary t o Fr i ham Young on September 8, returned 

~ith wor d that the Mormons were dete r mined t o fight t o the last 

By thi s t i me Erniirr ation 'Canyon swarme d with i nfantry buildinr-

bastions and barricades . Then on October 17 , the winter storm 

set in whic h fr oze the army in its tracks . Well migh t t r usting 

Mormons c ount t his as God's Hand stre tched for th i n their behalf ; 

for thre e or f our months t hey were safe . Dur ine- this time , they 

had time to weigh matte r s , and gradual l y changed their mili:•tary 

policy . Wr·il e in E'eptember it v,as "~tand u p and fight!" now 

i t was "Burn and Fl ee !" 

Hosea Stout , a rankin~ qfficer , r ecor ds their discussions . 
on Feb . 8 , 1848 , 

John D. Lee , af t er a session in the Le~i ~latur e , wr ote/ of his 

nssignment from Brji.-ham Young t o l c-ca t e " a r esting pl ace f or 

his fct!"'i1y (' that of the 1s t Presi dency . " 



Notes om "A Place of Refuge 

1- Much has been wr i tten abou t the Mormon Wax- Ohe good reference i s 

Norman F . Furniss , THE L RMON CC!\1FI1CT , New Haven , Yal e University 
Press , 1960 
2- The trups of t hese expr ess riders were often accompanied by grave 
dan~er . A classi c exampl e i s the experience of the 16 men who 
car ried the wor d to the Carson Valley settiters , They came near 
dying of thirst on the desert . 
3-

In his speech at the Mor mon Tabernacle in Salt Lake Ci t y 
GAS admitted that he had f ound hi mself pr eaching a War t alk 
in an er ea where everythin~ was geared for action . 
4- See ~ X~EM»X J uanita Brooks , ~hMMM Oklahoma Press , 1963 

5- Diaries of John Fulsipher and others a r e vivid in their a ccounts 
of the men in the mountains . l~ny diRr ies 

6- Furniss , opci t . · 116 

8 A 1·,ormon Chronicl e , the Di ar i es of John D. Le e 
':.'J· e H°untington Libr a ry , San Mafino Calif 1955 ed . by Robert Glass 
Cleland & Jua ni ta Br ooks J!J! ol I pp 49 entr y for Monday 8 
L Feb . 195§./ and the entries f ollowing show Le e as seriously looking 
for a "P3.a ce of Refuge . " 

9- 9- On the Yormon Fr ontier , 
Ut~h Pr ess d b -

Diaries of Hosea Stou t Univ of 

p . 654 entry fir 18 March 1858 , e • y Juanita Br ooks 

10;!- A Hermon Chronicl~ , opcit . p . 158 Entr y f or Tues . 13 ;,pr i l 1858 

11-
May , 
12 
13-

14-

Santi ago Lpseulj "Pioneer Ske t ches , " 
1890 . 249-ijx 250 
Y.Kji: 297 

251 

p 299 
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:i th the army effectively stopped , the Mormon leader" relaxed , 

called in the young men from the mountains , leaving only a few guards . 

The winter in the city was one of mAny social activities and a general 

cheerful attitude . But wor d of the massacre at Mountain Meadows was 

out , and sentiment i n the east was building a~ainst the ~aints . 

John D. Lee , who came in to partici pate in the legi s l atur ~eturned 

with 
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