
Dear J . B. 

9202 Raintree Drive 
Sun City , Ariz . 85351 
February 5 , 1974 

Glad to hear from you , also that you are keeping busy and productive . 
If your letter was a two- pager , you forgot to enclose the second 
page a nd you didn ' t sign the first . 

I fear you have drawn some erronious conclusions regarding what I 
have told you , and my comment will follow your points in their order 
in your letter . 

You have never heard me say that Emma received 100 head of cattle in 
payment for her holdings . This is pure legend , propagated to ease 
the guilt feelings of some of the Saints who could have seen that 
Emma was not beat down as she was. 

When Emma left the Ferry she did not go to Skutumpah because there 
was no reason to do so . The Canaan Co- op had taken Lee ' s claims over 
in 1877 and W. D. Johnson was allowed $15 . 22 for surveying the first 
four 40- acre lots so that Canaan could obtain l.1$1 titleo (See Canaan 
Minutes for Oct . 25 , 1877) Erastus Snow saw that his two sons- in- law , 
Dee Wo olley and Dan Seegmiller , got these ranches . Skutumpah , also 
known as Roundy Station , became Upper Kanab (now called Alton) . 

Instead , Emma her family , and Frank French were ferried across t he 
Colorado by Warren Johnson , went over the Lee Hill and camped at all 
the old watering places t Navajo Spring , Bitter Spring , Limestone Tank , 
Willow Spring, Moenkopi . Thence along the pioneer road to Sunset on 

f- _.July 16 ,_ where the following day they got 14 head of stock from that 
~ humanitarian , Lot Smith . They worked their way to the White Mts , 

stopping at Snowflake to be married Aug . 9 b Judge S · s on~ 
never joined the Little Colorado Sai~t-s-a.nd never intende to . Sh-;-tad 
had a bellyfull of Mormon justice and had no trust of church leaders 
altho she numbered many individual Saints among her lifelong friends . 

The F~enches took up a ranch but had their stock stolen and their house 
burned by the Apaches in the 1882 uprising . 

You must be careful with Lee family legends . Many of them have been 
retold and distorted so badly that they bear little resemblance to the 
f acts . Too , the descendants from the various families all seek to link 
the legends to wh ichever of Lee ' s wives they claim a s ancestor , and 
the Udalls are as bad in this respect as any . 

Emma never returned to the Ferry . This tale of placing her alone at 
the crossroads is sheer f antasy . Sunset was not evacuated in 1879 and 
Winslow had not come into being. Surely you know this . The sites of 
those t wo places are only thr ee miles apart in any event . Sunset wasn •t 
abandoned until most of the elders fled to Mexico in early 1885 due to 
the Edmunds Law . Price W. Nelson was left to "hold down the fort " as 
presiding elder . 



I don ' t know how you could have interpreted my letter as saying Emma 
operated a brothel because she certainly did noto She was of high moral 
character but was no mental genius when dealing with sharpies . I did 
say that the bums and prostitutes of Winslow mourned her death , as did 
everyone in town. This is indicative that she served everyone , not 
just the elite . The point of my story was that the town ' s elite filled 
the house , the a verage people the front porch and yard , while the bums 
and prostitutes filled the backyard on the day of her funeral o This 
came from Clara , a n~ to: ~e offered an interesting segregation of Winslow ' s 
social elements in 1898 . However , there was no intimation that Emma was 
in any way connected with the prostitution which was rampant in this 
railroad town at that time . Emma was kind and would have treated a bum 
or prostitute as soon as the mayor or the town ' s leading merchant . She 
was very democratico 

You might say that the Frenches wound up with nothing - or close to it -
from the sale of the Ferry . Emma was a good cook and her boarding house 
at Hardy Station set a good table , bringing in a full house. The 
Frenches saved enough from this operation to enable Frank to design and 
build the Clear Creek Dam and Reservoir. He also formed a water company 
and was its president . French did return to the Ferry , but that 
wouldn ' t interest you~ The baby farm story is a myth or wishful 
thinking. 

The things that we have to be careful about telling do not pertain to 
Emma ' s conduct but to the way the Saints in St . George and Kanab treated 
her . If I told you the entire story , a couple of Mormon heroes would 
not appear _ so _her oic but as the double- crossing skunks they were . It 
wouldn ' t do any good to demolish these men and you shouldn ' t be tempted . 

I have just finished reading your Dudley Leavitt book which I purchased 
from UHS . I like it . 

We completed the transcript of the tape I 
Tanner a copy . (You said you didn ' t care 
and wants to xerox it for UHS and U of U. 
was by you . 

made of you and sent George 
for one) . George is enthused 

I told him OK by me if it 

Clara said Emma and Frank moved into Fort Apache after they were burnt 
out but I have never tried to substantiate it . You might try General 
Services for the record . 

Sincerely , 

P . T . Reilly 



Dear J.B .-

qzo2 Raintree Drive 
Sun City , Ari z . 85351 
February 20 , 1974 

Happy to he~r the material which I sent was uReful to you . 
1 got to thinking that you mi~ht jump to the conclusion that 
Emma and French lost their stock in 1882 . Actually the date 
is not known and the term "1882 uprising" could lead one astray 
if he is only casually informed on Arizona history . There had 
been Apache incidents for two or three years. but in 1882 the 
troops were sent out in retaliation - giving the name 1882 
uprising . Therefore the Frenches could have been burnt out in 
the White Mts . any time between Aug. 1879 and June 1882 , when 
the troops finally were sent out . 

I rather think their burnout occurred in the fall of 1880 or the 
winter of 1880- 1881 . You can consider the following information , 
which may be new to youo (Incidentally , I have all of Clara ' s 
material and know where she romanticized o) 



Therefore I would place the Frenches at Hardy Station from, say 
1881 to 1887. Emma ' s final ten years were her mo~t comfortable . 
at Winslow. Apparantly they kept the Hardy Station house after 
coming to Winslow because Emma was at Hardy when Vicky diedo 

How much help Emma gave in raising French ' s two sons is problem­
atical . The oldest , Fred Marcus , was born in Tulare , Calif . in 
18650 Fred married Lillie Mae Swift in 1886 and had fi ve children 

-~ -by 1901. Charlie French marri ed Emma ' s niece from England . 
I found Charlie and Fred fil jng mining claims in Coconino Co . as 
late as 191J . Both were later drowned in the Catalina Channel . 

George can probably get you a xerox of the tape transcript easier 
than I can, due to our extreme gasoline shortage and the distance 
I have to g o to a machine o But if he doesn ' t , I will , so let me 
knowo Your tongue didn ' t waggle a bit out of line o You made a 
good , honest tape about your early life o 

Hope this helpso 

Sincerely . 

P. T. Reilly 



Dear J .B . 

9202 Raintree Drive 
Sun City , Ariz. 853~1 
March 1 , 1974 

Glad you can use some of the material I sent . I don ' t know how 
deeply you have researrhed Emma ' s family, but you rrie_;h+ consider 
this~ Her daughter Ann Eliza marriPd Barney Haley , a one - time 
member of the Los Angeles City Counci l . After chasing hundreds 
of miles over Arizona and Utah (I lived in Studio City , California 
at the time) , I found Ann and Barney ' s granddaughter , Anna Palmer, 
living within a mile of my houseo It seemed to me that Anna knew 
at least as ~u~h as Clara B. Lee and did not romance her detail . 
She was not nearly as old as Clara , I ' d guess around 60 . I last 

") saw her in t966 . ? c,~'-
Frances Dell married David Blair ::ind their only chj ld, Rudolph,l)/V"V"--...1 
lived in Las Ve~as , NPv~da until 1965. Then Anna ' s Christmas c~rd 
~ame back and she hasn ' t heard from him since . I have not been 
successful at tracing him but I didn ' t try awfully hard b1::cause of 
limited interest . 

(

/ Ike Lee ' s daughter, Mrs . Victoria McDonald lives in Chicago . Have 
you contacted her? She let Ton~y Richardson - the Flagstaff pulp 
writer and baloney artist (Maurice Kildare) have a mess of Lee and 
French p · ct11res for his yarn on Grandma French . -
Now please don ' t get the idea that I don ' t think Emma was a midwife . 
She waso I think Clara mPrely exaggerated her baby business . 
Consider this : Winslow did not exist until the A&P RR made a town 
there in 1882. (P.O . established JanolO, 1882 , ahead of the track) . 
It was a t own divided into two factions - the cowboys and the rail­
road men . Few of either had wives and there was a minimum of 

~ famil ' es outside of the Mormon towns which had their own midwives . 
· ~I ~ave never run across an LOS family that availed itself of Emma ' s 

services but there must have been qome . George Tanner should know 
who midwifed for Joseph City , I think Emma might have comforted the 
sick at the RR sidings, possibly between Holbrook and Winona . The 
so-called " baby farm" could have evolved from the presence of two or 
three new babies at~ close interval o 

Clara liked to push the idea that Emma furnished the money for French, 
but this is not the case . Emma had very little money, and wh ' le 
capable she was not a good manager. I ' m sure she brought in more 
from the boarding house than from frontier doctoring . If you search 
the files of Apache Countv Critic for 1886- 87, The Holbrook Times 
for 1884, and Holbronk Argus for 189~, you will find M. D. s referred to . 
Same for Winslow Mail . I think Emma ' s doctoring was mainly to the 
poor and indi~ent , of whom there were plenty. I doubt that her 
activity ~ould be compared to that of Mariah Leavitt . Emma supposPdly 
got free rides on the RR up and ctown the line thru the kindness of 
RR personnelo 



Do you have any idea when Emma ' s neice or Henry Batchelder came 
over? Do you know whether either became LDS ? If you can come 
up with this information I might be able to serve up a real nugget 
to you . I ' m sure they came over thru the P . E. F . Have you ever 
found them on passenger lists? 

No trouble on the tape deal. As I told you at you~ home , you 
should have a copy of the transcript . If George hasn ' t given you 
a copy , I shall. A word of warning , tho. I believe as Juanita 
Brooks does about " Jest a Copyin ' - Word for Word " and d :id not edit 
a grunt or a ~huckle . When you chanePd thouehts in mid- sentence , 
it was recorded faithfully . It is very informal - and authentic. 

I j ust received a transcript of another of 
transcribed. (Silas Fish , son of Joseph). 
conversational devices are edited , and the 
work . 

my tapes which Davis B1nr.J ~1 

All of the informal 
proofing causes me extra 

Sincerely , 

ft---1 
P. T . Reilly 



~ The Saints had a dairy at Mormon Lake , which i s about 40 miles 

JI 

south of due west f rom Sunset o Lot Smith l eft fo r the dairy on 
; May Jl, 1880 . He returned on June J and immediatel y swore out . 

] 
'I warrant for Frank French for obstructing the irrigation water t' 
• Brigham City . ~.b:a-b:i.y=imew-th-&1; Sunset was on the right , 

bank or east side of the Little Colorado whi le Brigham City was 

] 

on the left bank or west side , and one- half mile upstream. Clear 
Cr eek joins the Little Colorado f rom the Sor SW, four miles above 
Sunset and about three mi les east of Wins low. 

Fr ench' s trial was on June 8 and the Mormon court found him guilty , 
fined him $5 . 00 , and ordered him to remove the obstruction (his [ 
diversion dam) . I have not tried t o find out where French lived 
at t his t i me but I think it was near Clear Creek or between there . 
and Winslow . The Fr enches could have gonedirectly t o the White Mts 
in June 1880 becF11 <:1P. loss of water at the advent of summer meant 
loss of crop • . rench was too s mart to st · 
~ -- ..-1 - - - J with wi nter coming on . th art f rom scratch in· the 

.J \;.)'- j _ ow-:r-c alc~ = tB~) _; in e fa ll of 1879. (-M.at'~ t 
~\ --

) , You should not s ell th . t~ ,- and probably the best is man French short . He was 
< \ ti.vl \_ ~e~: a~a need:~nt~r:~ could have married . ~:r~a~a~a;~~d 

(

~he Frenches arrived in Win 
~t •s not f rom Clara) and s~o~w May 10, 1887 (this is a good date -

r eek Dam. Later h f Ya er e egan build ' 
organized 1887 and l? ounded the Clear Creek I rrigatingingc the Clear 

J $900 000 ncorporated in 1897 ' th ompany 

l
, ' . oo . I n 1901 he held 2000 w1 capital stock of , 

company . He a lso had a fine farm share~ and was treasurer of the 
• ;~~~ •ou~e S~d and designed th~e~re:~n~lowkagd a goo~ house in 

~ . • --------- ~s -a.ba~o~-1~.aol!: _ ~-m and 1 t never _ - _ ~ Sm~th- e,iH-.8.--dfrkt- ~~tfmr 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

WILLIAM S. DIX 

University .t:_ibrarian 

Mrs . Juanita Brooks 
1731 South 14th . East 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Dear Juanita, 

August 29, 1974 

We're after two publications and we hope you can give us some 
help in finding them . They are: 

1. Gifford, Moses E., A collection of songs, poems and tributes. 
Reminiscent of pioneer days in Utah ' s Dixie. Springdale, Utah 
M. E. Gifford, 1930. 57 pages . 

2. Huntsman, Orson W. , A brief history of Shoal Creek, Hebron and 
Enterprise from 1862-1922 .. . , St . George, Utah. Pub. in connection 
with the History Department of the Dixie College, 1 929 . 26 pages. 

We ' re a l so after any of the printed announcementAfor the St . George 
Stake Academy, Dixie Normal College and Dixie College, printed 
before World War II and also any pre-World War II copies of 
The Dixie, the Dixie College yearbook . It was a l so called "D" 
at certain times I believe. 

Do you know of anyone who might have copies of any of these that 
they woul d be willing to sell? We ' d be happy to pay about $30.00 
for the Gifford and another $30,00 for the Huntsman. And issues 
of the Dixie publications should be worth about $5.00 each after 
1 930 and $10 . 00 each if they were printed before then. Got any 
in your St. George attic? They would be preserved carefully 
here and Princeton will be very happy to pay for them. 

I had hoped to see you in Nauvoo for the Mormon History Association 
meetings l ast Spring. We needed some balancing and that a l ways means 
your presence. 



Page 2 

THE PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

I still hope to get to Utah before the end of the year and 
will certainl y be distrupting your day when I do. 

ALB:mkd 

Much love, 

ush, Curator 
Pr ince ton Collections of 

Western Americana 



~r . Alfr ed L . Bueh , Curator 
Princeton Collec tions of 
Western AMericana 

De a r Alfred : 

1731 South 1400 East 
Sa l t Lake Cit ~ , Utah 841 05 

Se ptember 1 1/74 

I s n 't i t str ange that only a couple of weeks ago , I asked 
about some of the early Dixie ColleRe publications , and rig h t 
awaJ was asked to write the history of the institution. I 
didn ' t give a firm answer , i ndicating that I ' m t oo tangled up 
in other t hi ngs . BUT , ••• I ' d r eally l i ke to under take it if I 
live to see this Quicksand & Cactus t hing between cove rs . 
A 11 t he publicn t i o~ that y ou mention I ' ll ne e d a l so . 

I ha'fe a copy of t he Mose s Gifford collection in my own 
files , a bit ba ttered , but still whole . Had n ' t really t hought of 
s e lling it . I ' ll inquir e a bout it when I ' m s outh . 

I ' m ashame d to say t ha t I ' m not familiar \'1ith t he Library 
a t the Dixie College . I ' m not t oo f riendly to t he present 
adminis tra tion , so haven 't been after t hings . I had r ather 
expected tha t A. Karl Larsen would do t his , f or he was both 
e arlier and later in t he har ne ss t han I was . Now I hear that 
he is t s in ve r y poor health. 

I ' m going down t o a Br ooks Family gathering t his week-end , 
and will see what I c a n find f or bo th of us . Ar,r you expecting to 
do anything with them except file them f or fu ture histor ians ? 

_ ____ You __ ge t E!!eEr.!~~g g., ! ~~et!:1~[- t !l~~~ ! ~E:~Ll ! ll come out and 

Good wis hes , 

Ju r nita Br ooks 



Princeton University Library 
POST OFl'ICE BOX 190 
PRINCETON, N EW J ERSEY 08540 

Mrs. 
1731 
Salt 

Juanita Brooks 
South 14th. East 
Lake City, Utah 

I 



P RI NCETON UNI VERS I TY LIBRARY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 0 8540 

RICHARD M. LUDWIG 

.Assistant University .t:_ibrarian 

for W..are Books & Special Collections 

Mrs. Juanita Brooks 
1731 South 1400 East 
Salt Lake City 
Utah 84105 

Dear Juanita, 

October 2, 1974 

Its good to learn that we're both still thinking along 
the same lines often . The idea of you doing something on 
Dixie College history sounds happy to me . It would be nice 
to have the excuse to go south more frequently I should think. 

You are right in supposing that I' m after the Dixie 
Col l ege publications and the Gifford item only for the col lec­
tions here . The more comprehensive our collecting of such things 
the more likely it is that people like you will have to come 
out to visit me . 

There is no hurry on any of this, but we would be very 
happy indeed to have you keep us in mind as you throw out your 
nets. We would be delighted to have a chance at purchasing some 
of these things at some point from you or whomever i t is that 
owns them. 

Barbara Romney Galler wrote me that she had had a good 
telephone conversation with you some time ago . She is starting 
some kind of a department for the study of child development at 
Westminister College . 

I had hope to get West this month, but the exhibition I ' m 
mounting just now is going to keep me away . Perhaps later this 
winter. When ever, you'll be one of the first friends I ' ll ca l l 
when I do get there. 

All good wishes, 

Curator 



Al fred L. Bush 
Princeton University L ibrary 
POST OFFICE BOX 190 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

Mrs . 
1731 
Sa l t 
Utah 

J uanita Brooks 
south 1400 East 
Lake City 
84105 

JliA • &IL .,, 



Ms. Juani ta Brooks 
St. George, Utah 

Dear Ms . Brooks : 

403 Watson St. • Box 372 
ALLEN, TEXAS 75002 

214/ 727-537 l 

November 8, 1974 

I have just finished r eading your work about the M'ountain Meadows 
Massacre and enjoyed it very much. I have some questions I hope you 
can help me with. 

1 . Do you know the religi ous affiliation of the victims of the massacre, 
especially those from Arkansas? Fanny Stenhouse , in Tell It All, mentions 
the fact that they stopped each Sunday and had a man who had been a Methodi st 
preacher conduct "di vine services . " Do you happen t o know ~ o this 
preacher was? (Tell It All, page 325) She also indicates that there 
may have been others in the group in addition to those from Arkansas . 
Perhaps these were the ones from Missouri you mentioned a number of 
times. 

2 . On the same page , Mrs . S+enhouse tell s of the death of Parley Pratt, 
and says it was because he " : •• had run away with another man ' s wife. " 
Because McLean was not prosecuted, the Mormons blamed every one i n the 
state of Arkansas. Do you have any information about this? 

If you can help me wi th this , I wil l appr eciate i t very much. 

Y t s t1u½': \, 
,1~~1cf~lfJ) 
- Loy~ 'L. Sm1. th 
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i11 1962 . l'L r,a s v o t ed tLe 2nd bc Ei t I3ior~r aphy of t iiu t y ~?r . lt was 
publ ishe d by t he Ar t hur P . Clar k Co rnnany , and now hos R re cond edj t ion . 
I t i s c alled 11JCh1i DCYLF' IT'T•, . 'e· lot , p:.. or,ecr huilder- - C, c c1perout , 11 

l t h i nk i t c larif i e s many t 11inr;s 1;1b ou t the masr,a cre . 

I h o pe thi~ mc y help you . 

JuanitR Br ooks 



Melvin & Myr tle ~eavitt 
Route 4 , Na mpa , Idaho . 83651 

De~ r 1'1cl R- r~yrtlo : 

1731 South 1400 Eas t , Salt Lake City 
r:ov. 23, l 971.i 

I ' m having a real time wi t h this QUICKS ljND AND CACTUS bit. I ' m 
so far away f rom it now, a nd I get da tes & e vents changed a r ound . Ri ght 
now I ' m t o where you came into possession o f a car, a red Ma xwell, 
which you got for 130 . 00 , Be cause t he k id t hat owned i t wus broke down 
in t he hills on t he ::; t . Thomas r oad , where t hcrf) \W.!3 litt l e t r a:' f ic. 
The story is that you go t t r.e ca r !or t~30 . 00--three $10. 00 greenba cks . 
Roy Wait made some good stories about Uncle ITen ' s firs t exper ience driving 
it a round the block and s houting "Whoa I " a nd pull ::.1112~ be.ck on t he s t eeri ng 
wheel . Then t here ' s always t he probl e m of a ny kid i n Bu nkerville h aving 
t ha t much money on hi m. ~here & how did y ou Ret i t ? 

My impr e ssion was t ha t t his was a small r~ce car , bui l l i'or we 1J.l t hy 
sports fans , and that y ou t r a ded it i n for a Ford , by Aura and I each 
puttinp; i n $50 . 00 dollars cash , the price we' d have to pay if we chos e 
to ~o from J.,q s Megas on t he t r a in. You'll reme mber thot trip , I ' m s urfh 
as you will als o t he one when we all car~~ home f or Christmas . Char i t y 
joined us t he re j_n the l i t t l e ,Johnson house, you will r e member , in 1924 . 

Did Erni e a l nep ~ith you in the house and us e t he ba th- room facilities , 
or rl i d ~e sleep o n the cot in our l a r ~e r oom? I ret11e '1lber bes t t hat I 
h~d ~y pl a ce between Charity & Aura, t hat Aura was always f i r s t up to 
put on t he warm bathr obe " Old Dender u nd B lit zen , " and run to t he l ittle 
two- boler at t he ba ck of the lot. A l i ttle l a ter I'd pu t i t on a nd go . 
Char ity usua lly waited until the last , before she used it , too. Bu t it 
made three r e gula r trips every mor ning . 

~e t he r ' s record book says that ~e eent tbe car ~ome by Dave Abbott , 
a.f te1· we were a l l r~gistered i n scJ-.ool . Sbe also da tes t he t Dking posse ssion 
of the Con ~dars bas ement , whi ch became headqu9rterB in 1925 and remained 
f r_,e ma ny years . 

I ha rdly dare go into detail on t he trip home for Chr ist mas . How 
s tupid c ould ~e be tc net wa t ch t he gas ga ge and not f ill u p before it 
was totally dry ; and tipping over t he loose cha~/that was towing u s 
to t he roa d c vmp . I t~ve no memory of t he trip home, Do you?? 

Anyway , I ' m gl ad t hat we ~o t t hr ough , and tha t we lived togethe r 
with as little friction as we did . I don't reme mber a singl e qua rre l 
o r j a ngle . I t hink the s t ory of you and Aura going shopping f or Christmas 
~ifts i s reall y rar e . You had a good t i me , even if you had only 84¢ 
to spend . 

Call me colle c t one of t hese evenings , or write a bit mn the Firs t 

All g ood wishes , 

Jua nita 
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