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J 0 hn D. Lee-- FRONTIERSMAN 

WHAT ARE THE QUA1I TI ES OF A FRONTI ERS~AN? 
Dr. Greg ory ' visit and his definition : 

1 - He knows whe re he is--that i s , he KNOWS direction. 

2- He knows time 

3- He knows d istan ces & how to measure them 

4- He is equa l to an emer g ency ••• Like a good s cout~ p repared 
Ee ca n Eet his sustenance from the land around him. 

/ J OHN D. LEg- TOWERS ABOVE HI S FELLOWS AS THE PI NE VALLEY 
MOUNTAI N DOES OVER THE PED BLUFFS BENEATH IT . 

Born in Kaskaskia, on the southern- mos t tip of Illinois 
S~pt . 12 , 1912 /1,Z,,,.~'t- ~ ~ i,-;,,'-/Jc~.-< ;t r:,,1,-,,,,,~~vf'vi--, 

R~fresh ou rsel ves in his tory of this Co lonial Fort 
Kaskaskia & its importance . 
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His mother died in 1815 , when he was jus t past 4 yrs . 
His sister El iza beth wa s eleven yea r s old when her 
mot he r d ied . Live d in the home of Grandfather Doyle ; 
a fte r his death was t a ke n into his Aun t Cha r lotte ' s 
home , bu t in his lp yrs t left the 6 onnor Home---

He ha d some good trainigf f t here--ani mals , building 
C8rts , tending crops 

William Morr ison, his Godfather 
Robert Morrison , hired him to r ide a mail r ou te 
whi ch he held 2 years 

Came back to the f a r m & r an it while his Uncle was in 
the mines •• His f i rst Love , Emily Conner, a lso an 
orphan , & Uncle Jim' s neice ••••• 

Next wor ks as a cle rk at t he G~lena lead mi nes •. • 
Came home, but gambled his money a way , he went 
to Vandalia whe re he me t the Woolsey family ; me t 
the Mormon Elders & became conve rted . 
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With Levi S tewart he ca me to Far West ; took up 
l ? nd a nd started a farm some dis tan c e fra:m the 
c i t y . The Haun' s Mill massacre; the organization 
Of the first Dan i te band , the open war drove them 
a ll back to Nauv oo . He s ettled there & went out 
on missions f or the Church •• • While he was on t in 
the s prong o f 1844, Jos e p h Smi th was kil led . B.Y . 
hAd taken over a week before he arriv e d 

BRI GHAM AT ONCE TAKES HI M OVER: HIS SECRETARY 
Ski m over activities in Nauvoo, except Temple . 
When t hey are dr i ven out , he crosses the Mississ , 
wi th two of his young wives--John Laou' e a cct . 
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He was early initiated into the order of Plural 
marriag e . When he left Nauvoo he had married 6 . 
Before they r eached Utah he ha d lost some of t hese & married 
one or two others-- Emmeline Wools ey & Nancy Ann V~ nce--

1846--- Census of t he camp nevers gives t h e no . of women 
Aug 12-- 325 men & boys ove r 10 years of a g e 

359 wagons 
146 horse s 
1264 oxen 
848 cows 

49 mules 
416 sheep BUT NO WOMEN AND CHI LDREN! 
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Aug 28 called to follow the Mormon Ba t . to Santa Fe 
left on Aug. 20 . 

H0 ward E~an a nd Jame s Face--messenger from the Leg ioilJJ-
an adon ted son 

~ace on hors eba ck, Dr . Richa rd ' s littke dog Trip to 
stan d guard a t night 
Lee descri bes t he country hundreds of pr~irie dog 
hol es in KI one of which he found a axaklt:xxxi rattle­
snake and an owl keeping the dog compa ny •.•• 
A trant ula --resembl e otir bla ck spider s thoug ht 
much l a r g e r--some of t hem as large as a tea sauce~ , W 
white spot on t he f orehead and on the back legs 

His grea t temntation to s hoot a buffalo • • • but he desisted 
could not stop to take of i t ; could no t use enou t h of the 
meat to pay . 
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The Mor mon BPttalion & his relation shi p t o it woul d 
occupy a full evening . He did arrive ; he was sad to 
see s ome of t h e boys drinking & dancmng with ~~xic8 n 
girls; He did collect over $ 1200. to take back to 
the saints at Winter Qu prters-- Council Bluffs . 

It is on his return journey that we see his resourceful 
ness. 1 s t NO a nimals were available in Santa Fe . He 
starts back with his ome larg e mule & ajaded l ittle 
ma re tha t can ha rdly tra vel . Gen ' l s o ld him One 
'"e turni ng with him are hi s adop ted son Samuel Gulley 
H0 ward Egan-- " Li f ted" or "CONSECRATED" it f or the 
Church a day early and took i t out some eight miles , 
where he secreted it in a clump of willows off the 
ro? d. making forced drives unti l t hey had to leave 
worn out a nimals •' lf!or the use of cousin Lemuel" as 
he put it• (Ros well Stevens) had TWO mule s . 
Dr . Death trunk broken into & 2 g old watches stolen 
Found a l a rge fat mule tha t be l onged to t h e Gov ' t 
& Sam ' l §a lluy gave a receipt for it , a s he was on 
g ov t business ! 



7-
"Yle were , in a s ense , in Gmvt employ. V, e were carry inE 

m~il . This was a f ine large gentle mule . He named her 
Friendshi p . 
Come upon a r my camp--- ca r y i ng a f ull load o f pitch pine 
to start fi r es . The boys went t o the c a mp for the 
e vening while Lee r emained to write u p his r eport t ot 
Brigham Young . The C8 p t n came t o him , broug h t a d r ink 
of f i ne bra ndy & t hey soon became f r iends • • Ate supp e r 
& breakfast with him , & was loaded with a l a r ge cheese , 
some butter c r a cker s , some sardines • •• Gave his name 
& a ddres s & $5. in gold shook hands and said . " Re membe x 
me i n coming da ys . " 

Cpme u pon the place where Capt . Mann had had a fi~ht 
wj t h the Indians , & the s mell of blood made the mules 
ner vous . He was p r ompted t o leave the r oad and f ollow 
the countour a r ound this plac e on the river bed . 
The f ou nd good ~rass , and an Indian c amp whe re a ll t he 
b r a ves were out o n a hu mt . 
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At one time t heir t e am simply c oul d not go on . They 
coul d ha rd l y wa l k. 'I'he y had pa s s ed an a r my c amp where 
t he I ndians had s t ampeded the i r cattl e and t hey were 
forced to s top & s e n d out men to find t hem. Lee had 
a dream t hat he interp r e ted would mean t ha t t hey would 
f ind mu les , so the y started slowly wi t h t he i r worn out 
ones. 
They saw fre s h ±~n tracks of s h od anima l s . Buffal e 
feeding on the plain. ~hey stop ped. With his spy g l a ss 
he could . ~ee mul es fee ding among the buffalo on t he 
pl a in . rhe t u rned t heir own anima ls l oose & he took 
t h e oil-cloth , put some grain on it, & call ed the 
feed call . The mu l es c ame running & t hey caught all 
five of t hem, which gave t h em a change a l l a r ound. 
(5 e a r s of corn, red & white , & 1 Black one) 

Lost Little Trip- -the dog . lured away a nd killed t y 
by wolves. 
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LEE DID NOT COME ACROSS THE PLAI NS I N THE 1st Corn pamy 
When he did come in 1848 he ha d seveh wagons all 
loaded to capacity .---even som hives of bees on the 
back of t he last one •••• 
His Biary gives the daily t r ip across the plains , 
with every entry l a beled CAMP OF I SREEL 
ZERA PULSIPHER leading & BY next . Lee also here 

Babies born; people bur ied ; "H . D. Lee repaired 
one of his wa g on wheels , put in 2 fellers & set the 
tire ••• " July 13 • • • • 

Number o f horses bitten by snakes "mix the Spirits 
of turpentine with tobaccm , wash the woumd , pray for 
the a nimal and g o on" Camped in a rattlesnake den 
where several horses were bitten , so hitched u p & 
drove on • . • , 



P• 10 LEE THE HUNTER 

July 29 Lee took Byron Pace with him ; followed t h e 
buffalo 4 ms . & killed it brside a firs t-rate spring . 
Went ba ck & got his teams up & c a red for t he mea t • 
•• • a b out dark shot another larg e B. Bull which came 
near running him through. The bull chased him so c l ose I 
that he s truck him on the nose wi t h the musel of his 
gu n . The blow caused t he gun to fall & the Bull t r otted 
over & stood over the gun & Capt Lee went home unarmed. 
July 30- - went & d ound the buf . dead , the gun also by 
him . De ew him to camp & the Co s commenced drying the 
meat • ••• "The Pr es . & his .1..a dy g o t out of their carria ge 
& came t i t he t able where JDL was Barba kuing his meat 
& eat s ome of the r i bs that was roasting , then t ook 
about 40 lbs stake with him--caried & put into his 
carri:iag e by the ha nd o f Capt . J . D. Lee . 
J uly 31 shot an antelope , fat & fine 
Aug 1 - a l a r ge Grizley bear- feet 7 inche s wide- but 
t oo poor , no t fit to eat . 
Aug 2- Killed a fine buII a lo; t ook hams & tallow a 
load for the horses , l e f t t he r est for the wolves . 
People flock to see t he -Bea r ' d Faw & hear the hunters 
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Aug 5. ~he hun t e r brou~ht in a Mountain sheep 
Au g 8 J DL Shot an antelope & a buf falo; John 
Wakeley & Per kins shot 2 buffalo 
Au g 10- Lee s hot 3 sag e hens 
Au g 11- Shot 3 buffal o, one of whi c h fell within 120ft 
o f his camp , on a brook near the mountain--fat & g ood . 
Aug 11- They are now in the neig hborhood of Ind . Rock 

Aug 1 2- shot a l a r ge , fat antelppe 
Au g 14 " another "" " 11 

Au g 1 5 Busy repairing wag on wheels 2 tires set & 
3 new spokes put in 
Au g 18- - HE COMES DOWN WI TH MOUNT/i. I N FEVER 

but is s omewha t recove red in time to bury his wives 
mothe r , Abi gail Woolsey . Made a coffin; eng r a ved a 
stone with her name & dates upon it . Sick only 3 days 

Dr. Gregory would a g ree t ha t Lee was a g ood f rontier s ­
ma n . 
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In SLC Lee moved down i n to t he cottonwood area and 
se t u p his far m, & start ed building homes. Had also 
na hous e & l ot in town . He a rrived in 1848--fall . 

Space in t he r ecord . 
Sat. May 19 he gad 30 acres under cul tiva tion 
J une 2 h e cr i cket inva ders came , but gulls c a me 
in sufficient numbers to repulse the des troye r s . " 

, 1 7 July 18 59 
J . D. Lee wi t ~ 5 yoke of oxen a nd 2 horses & a waggon 
s tarted back to the Sweetwate r on a " Picking- up 
Expedition." Ge o . Pi tkin s t a rted , but met friends & 
re t urned . 
Destr uction of prope r ty along the r oad : p rovisions tools 
of every description stoves , c ooking vessels , powder , 
leAd , wagg ons , ha r ness , app l es & peaches dried , tea , 

~ 
coffee , s u ga r, flour bacon , r i ce , 
Lee left one outfit with Cha r les S tevens , while he 

vr ..rJl,J went on in s earch of s toves . Found an excellent Prem . 
Jv!:~'(l, stove No 3 . worth $ 50 . in the valley . At a cold 
CJv· ~ spring he reser ected a deposit of medicines ' other 

t hing s a bout 50 0 lbs we i~ht , which was mos t l y s a fe , 
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One yoke o f f a t cattl e would change for 2 to 4 yoke of 
e mi ~rant c a ttle, horse s rate about the s ame ; fr~mt & veg. 
also . 
Here Lee quote s Heber C . Kimball ' s prop hesy-- which I have 
searched f or in v a in • • •• 

Just beginning to prosper when he is called south t o Parowan 
what seems to me to be the most .. I diotic" call I ever hea rd 
'l'hey leave Dec .1~ and don't arrive until Jan H 19th 
a nd drag along that old cannon . Travel in snow all the 
way--no roads to s peak of 1850- 1851 
Lee took two of his wives La vina and Polly Young, both 
pregnant . He had a stove in his wag on , & they entertained 
themselves reading aloud a novel • •• • Settled t he girls 
comfortably in Parowan and moved on to the hea d of ash 
creek where he set up another establishment--later on to 
the town of Ha romny . Here he rea lly prospered , until 
b y 1857 he v1as well set u p . The massa cre- - he did not 
l e ave at all. Haight who ma naged affairs on the g r oynd 
Hi gbee who spoke the orders to fire , Kling onsmoth , who was 
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with the India ns , a l l left the area at once . Haight 
never ddi retyrn ; Higbee only after Lee ' s Execution ; 
Klingensmith never. But Lee carr ied on as usual, going 
in to SLC for the Legislature, visiting the settlements 
a r ound , improvimig his fa r ms & orcha rds and cat t le herds 
A fine home in Wa s hington ; anothe r in Har mony , one 
in Kanarra ville , and one out in Panguitch . ttoldin~ s 
~!- ~~~!umpah for cattle . 

'l 'he massacre mu s t be a subjec t a ll by itself . 

Lee remained for 13 year s --moved down onto the Colorad 
in 1870 , and was in exile until his cap t ure . 

Lee & ESP-- - they prayed over t heir cattle; they 
trea ted snake bites with turYc~ntine & tobacco & 
prayer . His family believed him: he promised 
~mma twin g irls ; he t old them the little boy was safe ; 

I 



THE MI RACULOUS FLOUR 

Sun d . morning J une 30 , 1872 

I s t a rted back to the Ra nch with Rac hel ~ Ralph & t houg 
of s ending the team in t o the set tlements for bread • •• 
While on t heway to t he ranc h the Spirit said , RPturn 
to the Del l and put i n all the corn you can , and you 
shalt:l ha ve bread b e e ore you c a n send to the settlement 
for it . I told my wife Rachel A. my present i ments a nd 
she concurred. I a cco rld ingly obeye d ••••• 
July 6 1 872 
,~hen our las t flour was ba king Rachel sa11d wher e we 
would ge t any more she did not k now . Little Fr and s a id 
The Lord will provide more by the time we ea t this . 
His mothe r said tha t he ~ould hav e to do it soon , for 
they were t han eating the last . the conversation h a d 
scarcely ended when the Barking of dogs announced the 
n ear approa v a of s ome per son , whe n joyfully to t heir 
surpri se my son Willard & daughters i~ancy & Helen with 
some 400 lbs of flour was dr iving up to our humble 
shanty • •• •• 
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