
Memo From 
FRANK van DAN 

rosT-SCRIPTUM : In many o f my past and 
st ill, present letters , I did a lot of 
narrat i ng . Mrs . Brooks , you told me many 
times about Edward Wi lli am Bonney being 
on the peri phery of your interest, your 
particular orbit being right now Tom 
(Thomas Nataniel) Brown, "the nameless 
one" . 
Since I feel, that there is a defin i te 

connect ion between Bonney and Brown -
at leas t in the City Beautiful; would 
you be so kind, and g ive me some detail ­
ed narrat ive of Tom Brown in your next 
l etter to me . You do the talking , and l et 
me do the listening : it sounds so fascina 
ting . 

Can do? Thanks . 



April 26th 1966 

Dear Mr s . Brooks 

Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
f ridley, Minnesota 55421 

Ubiquitously, may I start with some apolog ies? I ha ve rec­
e ive d both y our letters of March 2nd, and of March 20th, respectively . 
Thank you for both . It is not d iscourtesy that made me not answer them 
sooner, b ut on February 1 8 th l a s t, I was i nvo l ve d r i g h t h e re, in Minn­
esota~ in a rather messy a utomobile -accid ent, in which neither my wife 
o r I g ot injured, but my trusty old car b e came t otally demolished. And , 
as gradu a te students g o, wit h my meager finances, fina lly my mother,(a 
residen t of Cape Cod, Mas sachus etts), came t o my rescue, and donat e d me 
a new automobile; I also was invo lve d in police -re ports, litig ation in 
court(s) - /not y e t over, as of t h is wr iting /, e tc., and had t o spend 
con s i derab l e time out-of-town, on t h is account; thu s : I was late in rec­
eiving your first lett e r, and was o verwhe lmed , when your second one came, 
before I had a chance to acknowledge its/the ir receipt. 

While I attempt to res ume, where I left it off, may I trust 
that you forgive me for the de lay? Incidentally, I g ave my new car a 
" shakedown-cruise " yesterday, wherr I travelled to Austin, Minne sota,a 
240-mile round-trip fro m here, where I visit ed with a Bon ney - descend­
ant: he and his wife were most cordial with me, a n d kept me there the 
better part of the day; I returned lat e last night.(Of course, their 
main interest is the Levi- Bonney-20 mi llion claim vs. th e Un ited States, 
which they want me to organize , working through Cong ress, organizing 
for the passage of a special Bill in the House) . 

Back to answer your letters . I trust your Latin i s good; are 
you aware what t he motto on your family's paternal side c oa t-of-arms 
means? -( in case, you don ' t know , and as I fluently speak Latin )-
MENS CONSCIA RECTI = [The)Mind Conscious of[the] Ri gh t. Incidentally , in 
response to your praise for my Bonney - g enealog ic a l work on Edward Bon­
ney and Billy-the-Kid Bonney, and the ove r si E ge nerations of t he fa mily , 
I had not located a g ood book on genea logy - as these things are non­
existant : the best I could find so far, is "shot full of holes " . .. ,but, 
r athe r t he facts I had g iven you i n my February 25th letter are the 
r esu lt of pa instaking research amon g old family docume•ts, papers, bibles: 
and s uch; completing incomplete genealogies in existence . The moment 
I read your mentionin g Dale L. Morgan ' s OverZan d in 1846, 2 vol s . ,(George­
town, Calif . , The Talisman Press: 1963), I hurried to our Walther Libr­
ary at the Uni versity, obtained the book from the stacks, and sat down 
to check out all mentions and references to Wale s B . Bonney and other 
Bon n ey - s; I am not yet throu g h with it as of this writing. Somehow, at 
t h is moment, I cannot yet escape the i mpression (regardless, how wron g 
it may be) that maybe, Edward William Bon ney went t o California (an d 
this may d ovetail with Wil liam Clayton ' s JournaZ's referencin g Messrs . 
Jacks on , Heaton and Bonney) and returned from there: and his describin g 
his capturing "the bandits'', the murderers of Col. Da venport , may be an 
attempt to cover up, wha t ever he may have done in Ca lifornia. It yet 
rema ins to be seen, how wron g I can be in thi s as s u mp tion. 

Re :Harold Schin d l e r. Can you tell me ( and excuse me my i gnor­
ance) who a nd what is Mr . Harof~ Schindler? Professor at BYU , or U. of 
Utah? or a p rofess ional writer? I have not heard from h i m, s i nce; not 
since my letter to him of January 19th,, nor your letter ment ioning hi m 
(in respon s e to my in qu iry in my Feb . 25th letter t o you), so, t h is morn­
in g earlier, I a tte mp te d to call hi m long -distance collect; and whi le I 
heard his voice on t he phone, telling our local operator that. h e w~uld 
not accept the charges; our local lon g -distance opera te~ , manifest i~ g 
empathy for my cause, mentioned to him, t ha t I called him collect since 
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he had not re p lied to my earlier commun icat i o n , I heard him a nswer , 
say i ng , 11allri ght 11

, he 'll answer it. But , as you promised in your 
March 2 letter , Mrs. Brooks, when you see Mr. Schindler, please ment­
i o n it t o h i m, and maybe e xplain my interest; maybe he ' ll answer i n a 
manner useful to my research. _ fl ~ ... -+ 

't. ?f"ok-:-rl 4 ~~•~ : ~, ~ -r--';0 
Also, I would like to here thank y 8u for ca l ling my attention 

to Dale Morg an ' s op . cit .(supra) . ~~~~~ 

Let me proceed now to answer some of t he points in your last 
( March 20th) letter . There is a little confusion in the/minds of many 
people , - including mine - , as to the volumination of the Documentary 
History of the Church. When I first searched through the si x volumes of 
this book, which was 11 e d ited 11 bj Elder Brig ham H. Roberts(and at our 
U. of Minnesota Walter Library we have the 1912 edition)-there just was 
no seventh volume ; and I was comp letely stupefied , when one of my LD S 
friends, Stanley B . Kimball, Associa t e Prof.of Hi s tory at University of 
Southern Illinois,(and incidentally, a descendant of Heber C. Kimball), 
kept on making references to the "seven t h vo lume" - our library just di d 
not have any such thing , and the Li b r ary of Cong ress Catalog was i gnor­
ant of that volume , too. Finally, another LDS frien d , Don R. Snow, Res­
earch Ass t.( Assoc . Prof . ) in mathematics ( !) a lso, at U. of Hinnesota, ­
Dept. of Mat hematics - and a descendant of Erastus Snow ; both fellows 
BYU - alumn i ; and Don strai ghtened me out. He lent me h i s personal copy of 
the sevent h v olume , which is known by the colloquial n ame of 11 The Apost­
olic Interreg num" . 

Now, what is confusing, is that upon readi n g your letter, I 
noted your sayin g t h,U th e references you fou n d , Mrs . Brooks, are from 
vol.7. I have found most of t he en t ries you ci te, about a year a g o ,and 
even some , t ha t you hadn 't mentioned, but in v o lume s ix! 

I have found your pp . 412, 490, 554, 576; in volume six . But, 
I have not before come across p . 450, on Eaton Bonney . Incident a lly, 
the Documen tary Hi s tory of t he Church is part of the Journai Hi stor y , 
I am told ; and it is interesting that t h i s l a r ge opus pub lished by a so 
we ll o r g a ni z e d department o f t h e Chu r c h i s s o fu l l of t ypog rap hica l err­
ors : I g ues s you are r i g h t in y o ur as sumpti on , wh e r e i n y o u t h ink ~ f t he 
p . 4 5 0 r e f e r e nce shoul d not read , instead of " ... Ea ton Bonney . .. " -
" ... my brot her Hyrum, [ M. G. ] Eaton, LBdward ) Bon ney , and oth e r s .... " 

Anoth e r simil a r ty p o grap hical erro r cou l d b e on p . 4 0 5,vo l.VI. , 
(May 25t h , 1844) r efe rrin g t o Josep h Sm i th having ha d a " long talk " with 
some , a mong ot hers , with " Ed ward Romn e y" ab o ut hi d ing to e v a d e s e rvice o f 
some wr it s ; and I am told that in the original copy of the Journal Hist ­
or y in the Church archives , this reads as "Edw_.d Bo n ney". 

Re: your reference to Ed ward W. Bo nney, as not bein g ment i on e d 
in a context to indic.t e he was a La tter - Day Saint on p . 412 , vol . VI., 
of the Documentary History ( Monday, May 2 7t h , 1 8 44) may I cite part of 
the passag e here "Afte r I had passed my farm on the prair i e , mo s t of 
the fo llowing breth r en [underscorin g by me ] joined my company . •.. etc." 
-and t hen follows a li s ti n g , i nc l uding Edward Bonney ' s name. 

Then there is a ment i on on p a g e 50 0 , vo l. VI . ,(June 1 8, 1844), 
which dea l s with Edward Bonney ' s a p po intment as a i de-de - camp to the 
Prophet . 

Although I am aware that You are , Mrs. Brooks , a most ob j ective 
h istorian, in yo ur research, and your publications as well

1 
I am sl i g htly 

reluctant t o say here what I had J on g on my mind: I a m b eg innin g t o 
q u es tion the veracity of t h e Documentar y His t ory . 
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Of fh a nd , I can ne ither p lace Dr . Jame s H . Lyon s ; Col. J. Bre wer was a 
c olonel of t h e Nauvoo Leg i on , and , alt h oug h I d o n ot h ave n ow v o lume s III. 
and / or IV . of t he Documen t ar y His t roy a t han d, I s eem to reme mber in t h e 
bac k o f my mind, t h at he was t h e Leg i on officer , i n abou t 1 8 4 2 or ' 4 3 , 
that t he Chur ch , o r the Leg i o n had a d i sp u te o v e r, whethe r t h e Leg i o n 
s h ou l d be c ompen s ate d f o r pay r emit t ed t o Co l . Bre we r o r n o t, and th e 
Il lino i s Secret ary of State ( and t he Stat e Adju t an t-General ' s Office ) 
subs ~quently r uled t hat the s t at e would not pay; there are affidavi ts and 
cop i es of correspondance relat ing to that case in the Documentary Hist ­
ory . M. G. Eat on = we know h i m bot h f r om Ja c kson ' s bookle t ( tha t you le n t 
me ) , and as I told you p r ev i ous l y , from the Fede r a l c oun t e r fe iting ind-
i ctment M. Gi lbert Eat o n, a partner , or accomp l ice in counterfeiting, of 
J ackson ' s and Edward Wil li am Bonney ' s . Dr. Abiathar Wi l l i ams, was a LOS 
at t orney , who, I beli e ve , lived in Morley settlement, adjacen t to The 
Ci ty Beauti fu l ; t here are sev e r al mentionf s o f him in the Documentary 
His t ory; howe v er , he is also me n t i oned i n Bonney's Banditti on se v e r a l 
instanc es as Dr . A. B . Williams , one , who wi th other Mo r mons c onsp i red t o 
hav e the "honest" Bonney, who cap tured t he band it s ( who in turn coop ­
e r a t ed wit h the LDS a ut horit i es in Nauv oo i n robber i es, c ounterfe~t in g 
and hor se t h i e v eries ) and a l so worked hand-in-hand wi th t he Dan ites (says 
Bonney ), con vi c t ed a n d out o f t he wa y ; Bonney , according t o h i s narrat ­
ive, was an ti-Mormon , and t he Mormon forces wan t ed t o revenge th e mselv es 
for t he apprehens i on o f t he Redd i ngs i n the Miller - Lei c y robbery , and 
t he hangin g of t he Longs, an d Gr anvill e Youn g , i n t he Co l . Dav enport 
mu rder -case; i n t h i s case Bonn ey a l laged ly was opposed by Dr . A. B. Wi ll ­
iams ( a Mormon) , and a Ha i gh t ; ( Haight , i t tu r n s n u t to be, was a U. S . 
Ma rs hal, who , af t er J oseph ' s ma rt y r dom was houn ti n g Bri gh a m Young wit h a 
Fede r a l wri t; how then c ould he ha v e been an ti-Bonney, when he was ant i­
Mormon , an d a nti-LDS a nd ant i-Br i gham Young i n fact ?). Thomas A . Ly n e 
was an actor; I do n ot k now, i f he was a Sa i n t o r not , bu t ce rt a inly a 
sympa thizer; he was a l so among t he ones , bre t hren and outs i de r s, who 
accompan i ed J oseph t o Carthage on June 24t h , when Jo s e ph left Nauvoo wi t h 
Dr . Willard Ri chards , Dan J ones , Henry G. Sh erwo od , Al f red Randa l l, Jas . 
Davi s , Cyr u s H. Whee llock, Ab ra ham C . Ho dges , Thomas A. Lyne and El der 
J os i ah Ell s a n d l awye r Edwar d Sout hwick . (It was t he n t ha t Ed . Bonney took 
th e horse Joseph s e nt Sout hwic k vi a Port Rockwe l l) t h e abo v e li s t I ha v e 
from pp . 34 1 and 45 9, Inez Smit h Da v is ,The Story of t he Church ( I ndepend ­
ence, Mo . , :1 9 4 8 ) - b ut it i s a l so s t a t ed , tha t Thomas A. Lyn e and El de r 
J os i a h Ell s , were t hen turn ed ba c k; howe v e r, next day they turned up i n 
Carthage . You , o f c ou r se , k n ow al l t he o t he r p r inc i pa l s . 

As I hav e po i nted o ut pre vi ous l y , the Chur ch publi cat i ons are 
fu ll of uni n t ention a l ( or in t en t iona l? ) typogr aph i cal e r ro r s; your f i nd­
ing "Ea t on Bonney" , my f i nding Edwa r d Romney ( fo r Bonney) are i n t h i s 
c l ass : I wonde r i f a n o t her mention (May 15th, 1 844 ) , p . 339 , v o l.VI. , of 
t he Documentary History, i n t he li s t of elde rs appointed t o g enera l c on f ­
erences of the Church i n many s t a t es of t he U . S . , for Ohio, men t ions t he 
appoi dmen t of an Edson ( Ed . ) Barney . I t is easy to mis-decipher Barney 
ou~ o f t he Bo n ney f r om the hollo g raphic. Wou l d you not t h i nk this could 
be another i n t ent i onal l y , or unintentional l y altere d and mi s - transcr i bed 
refe r e n ce to Edward Wi l l i am Bonn e y? 

I am l a te wi th my rep l y t o your t wo l e tt ers . I hope yo u will 
f org ive me , Mrs . Br ooks ; and now I have t o tak e l eave , as I ha v e t o go 
bac k to Da l e Mo r g a n ' s Over land in 1846 , to l ook for Wa l es B . Bonney , 
and other Bon ney - s , i f I can f i nd t hem . May I hear f r om you at your conv­
en i e n ce ( N . B . - I d i d n o t s ay , I did not d a re say " e a r ly" conven i en c e ) . 

Good :u ck t o us both , ~ 

b ~v-. ~ ~ 
\) 'C'rank van T) an 
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Take . e.g . , the e ntry, you also found in the Documentary History~( . p . 
554, vol . VI . , Monday, June 24, 1844) , which I am also verbatim quotin g , 
(just as you d i d in your letter of 3/20/66 ) : " When they arrived at t he 
top of t he hill, Joseph sent Rockwe ll with a horse for Dr. Southwick , a 
Southern gentleman who had been staying some days at the Mans i on , and 
who wished General Joseph Smith t o buy considerable proper t y in Texas 
[ " in Te xas" was missing from your quotat i on]; but Ed . Bonney t ook possessj 
ion of the horse , so that Dr . Southwick could not t hen g o . " 

Pro pr i me : I nee dn 't emphas i ze to you who was Orr i n Porter 
Rockwell; and if"Ed . Bonney " could contravene g ood old Port, and take 
the horse away from him that Joseph commissioned him to fetch for Dr. 
Southwick , Bonney must have had qu ite some influence; and that he got 
away scot-free from having opposed Joseph , too . How , I don 't know, but 
Dr . Sout hwick manag ed to get to Carthage, since " ... . Captain Dunn , with 
h is company , escorted Joseph and Hyrum Smith from t he ir lodg ings, togeth­
er with Willard Richards, John Tay l o r, John P . Gre ene, Stephe n Markham , 
Dan Jones, John S . Fullmer, Dr. Sou thwick [ underscorin g mine), and Lor ­
enzo Wasson , to the jail [in Carthag e) . (Cf.: pp . 573 - 5 7 4 , vol.VI. Dpcum­
entar y History ( June 25th 1 844). Also : (June 27th, 1 844 ,1 2:00 noon , ), 
p.614, v ol. VI.,~· c it . " . . . Dr. Southwick called a t the jail. Joseph 
gave him a note to Governor Ford or General De min g , requestin g th e m to 
furnis h him wit h a p ass ... 11 

So , if Dr. Southwic k was just a "Southern gent l eman" s t ayin g 
at the Mans i on , wh o wanted t o sell Joseph some land i n Texas, then how 
does one reconcile the f o llowing e a rlier references to Dr . Southw i ck? 

( 1) Sun day , July 9 , 1843, p .5 08 , vol.V., ~ - cit.Sheriff Reynol d s pub lished 
a statement of Joseph's a rrest in t he The Old School Democrat of St . 
Louis, it was replied to by Esq., Southwick in t he same paper. 

(2) Wed .,July 5, 1843, p .4 92, vol.V. , ~· cit. Esq ., Southwick returne d from 
Warsaw; he wrote a p i ece fo r the Warsaw paper in J oseph ' s defense . 

( 3 ) Sat .,J uly lst,1 843: p .473, vol . V. , op . cit.,Dr. Southwi ck add ressed the 
Na uvoo Municipal Cour t in behalf ofJoseph - re: inve s tiga tion of his 
habeas corpus writ, r e: Joseph's k i dnapping in Di xon (June 1 843) by 
Reyno l ds . 

(4) Friday, June 23rd,1843 : p .442, vol.V., Dr. Southwick mentioned twice on 
that page as coming to Joseph ' s rescue when k i dnapp e d in Dixon, Ill., by 
the Missouri officers. 

( 5 ) Thursday, June 22, 1843 : p.439 , vol.V., "Lawyer Edward Southw ick , of 
Dixon '' [ Illinois) notifies Joseph of a writ sworn ou t against him . -well, 
if "Lawyer Edwa r d Southwick" was of Dixon , was h e o r wasn 't he a " Sou th­
ern gentle man"? 

( 6 ) Sunday , July 2 , 1 843 ; p . 478, vol .V .,~. cit. Edward Southwick and Sh e ph­
erd G. Patrick take a pe tition (addressed to Gov . Ford). 

(7) Wed . June 26, 1844, at 7 A.M., p . 575, vol.VI . , "Dr. Southwick went t o 
see the governor .. . " 

( 8 ) Sunday, Ju l y 2, 1843, pp .476-8, vol.V . , Edwar d Southwick mak i ng affidavit 
togethe r with Shepherd G. Patr ick, Har mon Wasson [p robab ly a brothe r of 
Lorenzo Wasson , a nephew of J oseph's ]and Cyrus Wal ke r. 

Now, wou l d you not agre e , that I have a cause t o question the 
veracity (at times at l eas t) of the Documentary History? I don't know, 
i f you have a carbon copy of your letters to me , and i f I thus may ref ­
erence certain statements o r q uestions of yo urs posed in you l ast letter, 
specifically rela tive to t he g ropp of people in Cart hage jail 11 1 0 min. t o 
9 A.M., June 26 , 1 844 , p.576 , vol.VI.,~- cit . and amon g them you say, 
Mrs . Brooks 1 about Col. J. Brewer, M. G.Eat o n, Dr . Abiatha ~ Wi lliams and 
Thomas A. Lyne - that th ey are unfamiliar t o you . Ma y I here f ill in the 
gaps? 
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he had not replied to my oarlior communication. I heard him answor. 
saying, 11allright 11

, ho'll a nawor it. But, as you pro,nisa d in your 
March 2 lottor, Mrs. Brooks, wbon you seo Mr . Schindle r, ~1Qas~ ment­
ion it to hi m, and maybe 1 oxplnin my i nteres t~ maybo he'l~ ans~or in a 
manner u tJaful to my r eso,-rch. J~ °6' ~ ... yVJ-t:. ~ \ A ~ 

Also, I would like to bore tha nk you for callinK my &ttent~ 
to Dalo Morgan's op. oit. (supra ). ~\-.i~~l.7¢... ~'.::.) 

Let me proceed' now to answor some of the pointa 'in ,you~ last 
( March 20th) letter . Thero is a little confusion in .thc/mipds of .many 
pooplo, - including mine - , es to the voluminatlon of tho -~ooumen tary 
n,atory of tho Churoh . Wbon I first searche d through t ho sl~ volumes ot 
this book, which was "edited" bj Elder Brigham H. Rob~rta7aud at our 
u. of Minnos.ota Walte r Library we have tho 1912 odit1on)-thoro ·jus t was 
no sovcnth volumo; and I was complettily stupefi e d, whoo o~ o of my LDS 
fri ends , Stanley B. Kimbell, Associate Prof.of Histo~y a~ Un i ver s ity of 
Southern Illinois, ( &nd incidentally, a do scondant of Hobo~ C. Kimball) . 
kop t on making r e ferencos to the " seventh volum$ " - our li.bi:-tn."y jus t did 
n~t bavo any such thing , and tho _Ljbrary of Congr~es Cat¥og was i gnor ­
nnt of that voluma , too • . Finally, another LDS f~iond, Don R. Snow , Ros­
earcb Asst.(Asaoc.Prof.} in mothomatico (?) a l so, a t U. of Mianosotu, ­
Dopt. of Mathematics - aod a descandnnt of Erastus Sno\,; ~o~h f o llows 
BYU-alumni; and Don straightoncd mo out . Ho lent me his personal copy o : 
!_ho se~enth volume , which is known by the colloquiol namo of " Tho Apost -
olic Inte rregnum«:" ~ 

· Now. what is co~fusing , io t hat upon rending ,your lottor, I 
noted your saying tbtU; tbo referoucas · you· f ound , Mrs. Bro..oks, oro from 
vol.7 . I hcvo found mos; of t ho ontrics aou cite, about. a y pa~ ago,and 
evon some, that you bodn . t m~ntioncd, but in vol umo eix ! ~ -

I have found your pp. 412~ 490, 554, 576; i n volume oln. But, 
I have not before come ocroos p. 450 • on Eaton Bonney . lrioidentally, 
the Documentary HtstoPy of th6 Church i s part of tbe Jo~ptla ~ BiotoFy, 
I om told; end it i e interesting tba~ this l argo opus publi s~od by a so 
woll organized depertm~nt of the Chuh h io oo full of typogpaphical arr· 
ors : I g uo~e you arc right in your aesump~ion, whorein you ,t~ink of th• 
p.i.so r oferonco ebould not recd , i natoad of " ••• Eaton Bonnoy • •• " -
" ••• my bl'otbor Hy rum. [M.G . ) Eaton, • (Edward) Bonuey. and ,others •••• '' 

Another ~i mil ar =typog~apbic~l error could be on p. ~05tvol.VI. 
( Kay 25th, 184~) · roferring· to ,Joseph Smith having ha d a ."long talk" witl 
oomo , among others, with . "Edvard Romn,oy" about hiding ,to evade aervica 1 

somo writs; and I am t o l.d tha't in the original copy of .,th.o .ilouvnai Hist• 
ory i n tho Church arch! ~·•a , tbio r oe du ao "Edw,urd Bonnoy" .. 

Re: your r e foranco to Edwartl W. Bonney, aa not, .boi ng ~e nt ioned 
in a context to indicate he was a Latter -Doy Saint on ... p.,.412, vol . VI., 
of the DocumentaFy Blato~y ( MondAy. May 27th, 1844 ) may l cite part of 
the passago here : "Aftor I bad paosod my farm on tbo -p~Qir1o. most of 
the following bretbron (uoderocor!ng by me] joino d my. compqny •••• etc . 
- and thc,n follows a 1Tat1\ng, including Edward Bonney ' .o .. uam~ " .-_ 

, ..... '!" ,._, 

Then thore ia a ?:iantion o n t>a ge 500 • vol. VI • • ·.( J ,Un8 1.8, 1844) , 
which doal s with Edward Bonn0y •o eppointmont as oi da -d~:a~mp ~p the 
Prophe t . 

Al thougb I am aware t hat You ar-o , Mro. Bi-ooks, a most• objoctiY 
his tor i i.t n • i n your reaoarcb II end your public a t i ons a s w 11,, I a a s light 
reluctant to say here uhat l had long on my mi nd: lam bGginnlng to 
quostion tho veracity of tho Dooumonta~y lllotory . 
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Tako . e. g ., tho entry, you aloo found in tbe Documentary Bistoru, (. p . 

(1) 

(2) 

(8) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

554, vol. VI., Monday, Juno 24, 1844), ubicb I aa also verbatim quoting, 
(jua t as you did in your lette r of 3/20/66) :" Wbon the y a rrivod at tho 
top of the bill, Joseph sont Rockwell with a horoo for Dr . Sout b~ick , a 
Soutborn gcntloma u who hod boon otayicg aomo days at 1:bo ttanoJ.on , and 
who wiobcd General Josoph Smith to buy conoidorablo pr~pe~ty i ~ Texas 
[

0 ln Toxas" was missing fz,om your quotation]; but Ed. ,:Bonney t ~ok poososs 
ion of the horoa, so that Dr. Southwick could not thon go.? . , 

Pro primo : I noedn't ocpbesizo to you who wao Or~ln Portor 
Rockt,oll; and if"Ed.. Bonney" could contraveno good old Por't • u n d take 
th• borao away from him that Josoph oommioaionod him to f tbb for Dr. 
Southwick, Bonney must havo bad quito somo influonco; a nd thnt he got 
ouay scot-f~eo from having opposed Josoph, too. How, I dQ~ ~t knou, but 
Dr. Southwick managed to got to Carthage, since"• ••• Ca pta in Dunn, with 
his company, oscorted Josoph and Hyrum Smith from th0ii- lo.dgi ngfl , toaetb· 
er with Willard Richards, John Taylor, John P. Groono, Stophon tforkhac, 
DaQ Jones, Johns. Fullmer, Dr. Southwick (undcrocoring min~]. and Lor­
onzo Hasson, to tho jail [in Corthago) . (Cf. i pp.573-514,. vpl.Vl.Dooum­
ontary History ( Juno 25th 1844). Also: (June 21th, 1844 .12100 noon,), 
p.614, vol . VI., 2P.• !:.!!• " . •• Dr. Southwick called at .tho :J a !,1. Jooopb 
gave him a notu t o Governor Ford or Gonoral D~ming, roquo~t..$.ng them to 
fu~nish him with a pass ••• " · · 

So, if Dr. Southwic k uao just a "Southern gontlci:Jtln" otaying 
Qt the Mansion, ~ho waotod to soll Joooph oome land in Toxao. thon how 
does ona roconcilG the following earlie r rofore ncos to Dr. Southwick? 
Sunday, July 9, 1843. p.soa, vol.V., ~- ill_.Shoriff Reynol oa publ isbod 
a Jtatomont of Josopb 's arrcaot in the 'J'hs O'Ld Sohoot DomQOJ>af) of St. 
Louis, it was ropliod to by Esq., Southwick in tha oamo pcpor . 
Wod .,July S, 10JJ3, p.492, vol.V., ~• ill_. Esq., Southwick ret·urnod from 
Horso,1; he '1rote a pioco for tho Warsaw paper in Joseph• o ·,dofonoo . 
Sat. ,July 1st,184S: p.473, vol.V., ~• cit.,Dr. Southwick .ild dttoo c od tbo 
Nauvoo Municipal C~urt in behalf ofJosopb - rez iuvostigatlon. of his 
haboas corpµs writ ~ re: Joseph's kidnapping in Dixon (Jun~ 18ij3) by 
Reynolds. • 
F~iday, Juno 2Srd,1843 : p.442. vol.V., Dr. Southwick montionod twico om 
that pa ge as coming to J ooopb ' e roOcU!(I when kidnapped in Dixon . Ill •• bJ 
tho Mis souri officers. ~-
Thursday, Juno 22, 11843 .. : p.439, vol.V. • ''Lawyer Edword SQt.at:bwiok, of 
Dixon''(Illioois) notifi~o Jooopb of a writ sworn out ago i not him. -woll , 
if "Lawye r Eduard SoutbuJ.ck" was of Dixon• was ho or wasn.~·t ho a "South· 
ern gentleoan" ? . . 
Sun day, July 2, 18lHI ; p.Q78, vol.V. •-21?.• .£.!l• Edward Southui ck a n d Shopl 
e r d G. Pat rick tako a petition ( addroesod to Gov. For.d ). • : 
Wed. Juno 26, 1844, et 7 A,M •• p. 575, vol.VI., "Dr . Soutbuick went to 
aeo tho governor ••• " · 
Suuday, July 2, 1843 1 pp.47 6 -0, vol.V.~ Edward Southwick. Qaki Qg affi dov: 
togother with Shepbo~d G. Patrick, Harmon Wasson (probabl~ a b r otbor of 
Lorenzo Was eon, a nopbow of Jooopb • • J and Cyrus Wal ker. . . ·. 

Now, would you not agroo. that I have a cause to- quco~ion the 
veracity (at times at leaat) of tho Dooum~ntary Blo t or y ? . I don 't know, 
if you have a carbon copy of your letters to mo, and i f I - t hue may ref­
erenc e cortain atotomento or queotiona of yours pooed i ~ you lnct lotte 
specifically relative to the gropp of p~oplo in Carth~go jail "10 mio .t 
9 A.H.• June 26. 1844~ p.576• vol.VI. 1 ~• cit.,md amons thmm you say . 
Mrs. Brooka, about Col. J •. Br ewer, H.G.Eatc.n. Dr-. Abiathat"lfilliams and 
Thomas A. Lyne - that t1y aro u7fa .f 11ar to you . May I he ro fill in th 
gape ? 

c~~.-1 c.,..;i .: r---1) . ;;, 
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Offhond. I can noithor place Dr. JameG H. Lyons; Col. J. Brewor was a 
colonol of the Nauvoo Legion. and. a lthough I do not have now volumes I l 
and/or IV. of t ho Dooumontar~ Biatroy at bond, I eeea to ramo bar in th, 
bnck of my mind. t hat he was tho Legion officer, ia about 1842 or '43, 
that tho Church, or tbo Logion hod a dioputo over, whotho», th$ Logion 
should bo corapensated for pay romitted to Col. Browor or ·not , : ond tho 
Illinois Secretory of Stato ( and tha State Adjutoat-Gonorol ' a Office ) 
aubs~quontly ruled that tho atato would not pay; t boro apo affidavi ts a r 
copies of correspondancc re l at i ng to that case in tho Dool41~onta~y Hist­
ory. M.G . Eaton= we know him both f:r-om J ackson's booklet ( that you l oot 
mo), and oe I told you proviously. from tho Fedoral coun t rfoiting ind­
ictmont : M.Gilbort Eaton, a partnor, or accomplico in counterfeit ing , < 
J ackson' s end Edward ttillioQ Bonney ' s . Dr. Abiathar Williams , was a LDS 
attorney, who, I believe, lived in Morl ey settlement, adjacent to The 
City Beautiful; thoro are sovoral ment ion~s o f him in the Doaumontary 
History; however, he is also montionod in Bonnoy ' s Banditti . on aeverol 
instoncos as Dr. A.B.ffilliams, one, who with other Mormons oonspirad to 
heve the "honost" Bonney, who copturod the bandito ( who in turn coop ­
orated with the LDS authori ties i n Nauvoo in robberioa, counterfeiting 
and horsethiovories) and . a l s o worked hand-in-hand with tho D4nites (say: 
Bonney), convicted and out of the way. Bonney , a ccording ~o his narrat­
ive, wos anti-Mormon , and tho Mormon forces wantGd to revongo tbomso lve 
for tho cppr ohonsion o f the Rcddings in tho Millor-Loicy robbery , and 
the hanging of the Longs~ and Granville Young , i n the Col . Davenport 
murdor-casc; in thia caae BoDney a llegedly was oppos~d by ·or. A. B.Hi ll­
ie~a ( a Mormon ), end a Haight; (HQight, it turns out to be._ wqs a U.S. 
Marshal, who, after Joseph's martyrdom woe hounting B~ighom Yeung with . 
Foderal writ; how then could ho have beon anti-Bonnoy, when ho waa anti 
Mormon , a nd anti-LDS and anti-Brigham Yo~ng in fact?). Thomas A. Lyne 
was an actor; I do not know,! f he was a Saint or not, but certainl y a 
sympathizer; he was also among tho ones, brethren and outsido~s, who 
accompanied Joaopb to Carthago on Juno 24th, whon Joseph l oft Nauvoo wi 
Dr . Willard Richa rd s , Dab Jonas, Henry G. Sherwood , Alfred ~4ndall, Jas 
Davis, Cyrus H. Wbeollock, Abraham C. Hodges . Thomas A. Lyno and Eld~r 
J oc i ah Ells and l&wyer Edward Southvick.(lt woe tbon that J~. Bonncy too 
tho horse Jos~ph s ent Southwick via ~ort Rockwall) tho above liot I bav 
from pp.341 and 459, Inoz Sait h Davis.The StoPy of the Chu~ch (Indopend 
onc e , Mo . •: 1948) - but ·it i e also stated,' that Thomas A. Lyne and Elder 
Josia h Ells, were thGn turned back; bowover, next day thoy turn$d up in 
Carthage. You, of course, know all t he other principals. 

As I have pointed out previous l y, tho Church publicaiions are 
full o f unintentional (or intentional?) typographical orPorar your fin 
ing "Eaton Bonnoy", my finding Edward Romney ( f or Bonne y) aro i n this 
class: I wonder if another ment ion ( May 15th, 1844),p.339, vol.VI., of 
the Documentary Bisto~y, in the list of oldors appointed to gonoral co 
oronces of the Church in' many states of tho U. S ., for Obio, . montions t h 
appoi dinen t of an Edson ( Ed.) Bar ney. It is oosy to mis-dooipher Dar ney 
out of the Bonney from the hollographic. Would you not th i nk t hi s could 
be another intent iona lly, or unintentionally altored and mis -transcribe 
roforonce to Edward Willi am Bonney? 

X am late with my r eply to your two letters. I · bopa you will 
forgi ve m~ , Mrs. Brooks; and now I have to tak o l oave , as I have to go 
back to Da l o Morgan ' s Ovortand in 1846, to l ook f or Walco B. Bonney, 
and othe ~ Bonney-a, if I ca n find thcmi Ma y I hoar from you at your con 
on ieno N. B. - I did not say, I did not~ suy " ear ly" convenienc e ). 

Good luck t o us both, ~ 
Ls:: ,... ~ £A .. -.. ,..... .I, - • - • ....,.,. ~ ~ . ~ 
~ -..,..¥~ -~ 'J - -

- . .. -­.. 
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Dear Mr. V;:in Dam: 

I arrived home at 6 a.m. t his morning afte r a full wiek in Salt Lake City 
coll ectinp ma terial on whe t will eventually be a book called '' A Hi s tory 
of the Jews in Utah •. " Perha ps I ;:i m foolish to become involved in this , but 
the Uni~er sitv oftlftah askeddme to do it and the Jews of utah s eem willin~ to na Y s ometfi1n ~ o na ve it onP 

At any rate, l hft ve just finished reading Michener ' s THE SOURCE as a 
general introduction and b~ckground rea ding. But I 'll shift menta l gears 
jus t a minute to expl a in why I was ever interested '' the notorious Tom 
Brown'', listed in the records as Natha niel T. Brown . I r a n across him 
in the a ccounts of the Hodges trials and execution for the murder of 
a Mr. Mille r a nd his son- in-law, a nd naturally found some mft t e rial in 
Bonney ' s Band i tti of the Pr a irie. Then. I became c onvinced t ha t he 
was tlie "one o t her ma n , who:=;e na me i s not of the record ," on the 
':f'HIS IS THE PLACE monument a s being amonp; the f irst to see the valley 
of the Grea t Salt Lnke . 

This , i n turn, made me very conscious of the "re-writing" that wa'=! done 
on Mormon history by Fr~nkl in D. Richards, Amos Milton Mus ser, and o ther s 
during t he 1870 's and l a te r . Even Andrew Jensen, s up~ose dly s o very 
reliabl e , mod i fied his a ccounts: 

_His t orical Record; P • 951 ( Vols. 1-8) 
Brown, Na tha niel Thoma s , one of t he pione er s of 1847 , s hot 
in Iowa in February , 1848 . ipubJ.ished 1882/ 

Historical Record P• 117 (Vol . 9 ) . 
BROIIN , (NATHANI EL THCMAS ) we s shot a t Council Bluff s, I owa , 
in February , 1848, jus t as he was prena ring to mi gr ate t o 
the Valley. !._ publishe d 1~9Q/ 

L.D . S . biogranhical Encyclope dia Vol. 4 , p . 695 . 

Brown, Nathani el Thoma s , one of t he origi nal pioneer s of 
Utah, a rrived in Grea t 8 al t La~e Vallev in J uly, 1847, 
returned to Wi nter Quarters with Pres·~" Brigha m Young l a t e r 
t he same yea~ a n~ was accidentally ~hot at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa , in February, 1848 , jus t as he 1-as preparing to r e turn 
to ~alt Lake Valley with President Young , who was much distressed 
by the tragedy a nd remarked t hat Bro . Brown ' s old shoe s were 
worth more than the whole body of the man who kil l ed him. 

_f_ n11blished 193_§/ 

Eere seems a deliberate attempt to cha n~e history . Nathaniel Thomas 
Brown tra veled west with t he Heber C. Kimball group; he returne d to 
V1inter Q11arters with the Norton Jacob company. And now he i s a ccidentally 
shot , and ha s become a man of some worth. 

This is tri viAl , I know ; wha t really 9et me o f f wa s t he di f fer e nce in 
t he s tories of Oliver Cowdery be fore a nd at his death in 1850 , a nd t ho s e 
t ha t ha d be en pieced toge ther lrdm shreds or manufactured from whole 
cloth in the 1870 ' s. 
So I agree wi t h you t hA t f or really authentic information we mus t s e arch 
the di a r i es an~ r e cord s made a t the time. 

I n your l ett er o1' rrov. 22 , 1c,6 s , '1")1J(';e 3 , you stc1ted t ha t Bonney "· • • got 
ban t i zed in to Lhe Cl111rch of J e R\I S Chri:,t of La t ter-na y Sa i nts . He r ose 
f a s t in t hf: hier Arc hy of t he Church , anrl b~carne A Lieutenant- Gener a l in 
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the Nauvoo Lep;ion, a councilmc=m of the l~auvoo City Council anrl a juriior 
member of the .firm of Jackson, Hea ton find Bonney. He was one of the 
closest of the inner circ le to the ~rophet Jose ph Smith and after the 
Pror:,het' s martyrrlom at Carthare I also· to President Brigham Young . 11 

.. 
Now this sounded so much like the story of John C . Bennett that I found 
it ha rd to believe the Prophet would be taken in again withi~ a year 
by another pseudo c onvert. a t least to the point of makin~ him head of 
the Legion. I ' m KlA d to have found even as much abcut him as I h~ve. He 
certainly was there and amonp- the group durin8 the last weeks7" - perharis 
months- - of Josenh ' s life . 

Re : Haro l d Schindler. I wns in a Rroup last week who heard . him dis~uss 
his for th-coming book oii Por ter .f'l'.ockw~ll. 1'he University of U t~h pre:~rn 
is to put it out, I unrlerstc1nd . Hal is a reporter for the Salt Lake 
Tribune, but he hecRme interested in Rockwell some six or Reven years 
ago and has worked dili~ently to f i nd ev~ry reference to him. The g rou p 
asked a number of questions , which ke n t t he ~athering so l~te that I 

I 
forgot to remind him of yollr request-- fact is , I didn t try to discuss 
anyth:i.np- with him there. Too man,v otr.Prs wanted to talk. But I imagine 
that te wiJ.l write. Eventually . 

'T'he Cormrehensive J-liF.t0ry of t he Church , by B.H . R0berts and the 
Docurnentpry Hi Rtory of the Churc~ T)llt to r ether fror•i the eArlier "Journal 
lli s tcrv" notes are qu i t e rlifferent , as you ha ve learned . Lone: ago I 
discovered thRt the Documentary His tc ry , · claiMing to be an abridgment , 
cut rr•aterial ,,vhich I t hour:ht sho11ld have beeo left in and added , or 
fitted in othe r material from othe r diaries . ~hi s was especially true 
in some of my research on the Merman Battal ion. 

The lpst pege of your letter i s especially interesting and valuable to me , 
for I have not followed many of the characters you mention . ?-"en like 
Willa rd Richards, Dan Jones, Henry G. Sherwood, Cyrus H. Wheel~fk 1 

Abraham C. Horl p;es .. • I know well . Also E'5son Barney who served in ~he 
militia in the 1857 " wa r " , and was called to Dixie in 1861, where he 
lived out his life. 

Thank you for taking time to write me in such detail . Your letters are 
mo~t i nformative-•- and in other areas I could ~ive many --too many-­
examples of arljustments in LDS ~hurch Hi story. This I need not do. 

But I do warn all youn~ scholars beginning research in Mormon history 
~o not be content with theie digests or abridgments. 

It is now after 11 p . m. , anct I dictn ' t go to bed at all last nirht , so 
if thi s is ra t hPr incoherent charge it to that . I ' m tryinp to clear my 
desk of the week ' s accumulation o f lPtters so that I roay devote my full 
a ttention to my a ssiRnment , 
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:, t . r-eorr:e , U tnh , May 6/Gf.-morn inp-

Sjnce I dirl n ' t Real this lHFt ni!'~ht , ~ hcH,t e n 
tLic Mc rninK. I definitely AM interested in 
'i h omas Brown , d\ihbed b:y Er c1stus ~now when he 
c arnp t hat Arrjl noo n with f ou r or five ctl!i•rs 
Tom Bro•· n • 11 L'.'.\1nrlerlird.n rr , r'line:J 

to c1dcl a line 
Nathanie l 
r:allor ed into 
"the hotoriou s 

'. City 
story 
s , bu t 
i l liny 

a 
gears 

Froc1 so,rewl,e r e - -you T1erha r-R- - I lec>rned tl1c-t he was cJ s on of · 'Q •·om 
Alanson Brown , himself a rather questionable charclcter . At leasti - · him 
in July 1840 a ~roun from Mi Hsouri 11 • • • k idnap ned Alanson ~ 
PrO\'"n, J<'mei=: ..c.:i.lred , Henjamin Royce, and Noah Rop:e r s; anrl wi tho·u~ .n 
any wrj t or wa rrant of a ny cbi:,recter , v,hatever , they drap;r,;ed \\ 1e 
t h em ov e r to MiRRouri , t o a neip:hborhoorl called Tu l ly , in Lewi s ' f 
County • .• •: Here t- h py were j_r,rrrj soned for fl t,j_me, t heir lives "'-~-' .ley 
threatePed..,- Bo:vce l'!nrl Rop-en, hea t en , llrov-·n , with a rone ' 
aronnd his neck "hun cr un to a t r ee u ntil he waP. ne ,. rly "'-~ 
strrin,:t]e,1 to rl f'Rth .•.• " ( Hi Rtoricel Reco ltd , 752) ,:: d one 

S ;hers 
Avajn " •.• A.fter A si) e!1ce of two ye2 r s r;o v e rnor Hor.r's , of 'l'i ·y 
MiFsnuri , at l8F t Me rle a deM~nd on ~overnor Carlin , of Illinois , ~ 
for Jo r;enh Smith, jun. , Sidney ~i p;don , Lyman " i["ht, Pa rley P. ~ 
Pratt , 1.8leb h c3ldwin an d J.lanso n Brown afi furitives f r om .iustia e . ~ 

, ( Ibid , 478) . ~; 

Now , t hi s does not meRn thc1t Alanson Brown was actually t he 
f a the r of l'lc1 thc1nie l Thomas Brown ; it only r;ives me a lead 
to fo l) ow in the LDS Genealcyicel librtiry. 'i 'ben a Mr • .r ifield 
f r om EJ ~, , Ne va.<ia , writes me tlrnt Toll} Brown ' s mother was a 

? 
~ 

~ 
va , 

sister o f Bri crhar,: Young who had ~rried Al c1nson Brown , had one 
or tw o chilrlren ~nd sena r a tect f rom him , mprried ~ ~sin a nd ha d 

w 
~~ 
,-
"" a family from her sec ond husband. Another c omplic;• tion ! t 

At the nresen t I am not followinp- any of,. these ; I have other '••=·•\t 
oblir.at i ons . But as v•ith f\onriPy, Le vi .i"f'"field , ~nd other s , \ ~ 
I a m quick to not€' ar,y_ r e~ereb ce . ~ 

' 
You r note of the II spl i t infinitive" r emi;ided me qi f a note I 
f ound credited t o Sir Wi ris ton Ch~rchill when he was reminded 
that one should neYe r end a sentence wi t h a preposition: 
" ~'ha t i f- a sit1•ation up with which I v:oulj not put!"t-

L/4~ - , ~,~ 'l j,.t 
As a n : rt of th~ PBsic Communjc ~tions cou r FeAwe did soMe 
v ocahu lnry hui] rlinP'. , with tl.€' reErn l t that on~ of my students 
who l et.e r live-ii a winter in my hb me., .;mtl ·ne ' v1ith my younP-est 
sonC,ov.~workin r- towarrl his PhD. li:n rad iatio

1

n i'r1rnetic~ j ueed t o 
plRy P"c1r11es with nevi vio rds . For exn MT'lle : " .'1elJ. , I finally S 
handed in a l ?.- pp~e lucubration , 11 Cr "your ~ a llinyp;ian "< 
l'"irl fr j end , " and if I wishe d to know the r•1f'anine; 1 I c ol1l d 
use the rlicti Gnary . The ~ord ~ higuitous was very ~ommon, 
used to rlescril ,n such t hinn:; a s f :'. ies , s ome a nts , .t:.nirlish 
s parrows , or ot.J:r•r li fe f c rMe l'lhi0 seemed t o thri ve or to -S 
exi ,c; t

1 
~ t least, everywhere. I ' m:ftire tb; t. :v0u r onenin~ •.•,ord ,,, 

s houlrl hd»e hef>n ob ~eguious ; I think it sho11ld not ■ 

l:'}.eiu;e rl o not t ake a n~, of t U .f' F"" rio11sly . 
PPiri t of ~ood- felJo~Rhip A~~ rajll e ry 

Jt;lH L, .lJI !., fl t-: U ..L\."':,:. C'I .L .... .u.,J •v • 
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S~ . c;,-,or ,,;e , lltsh 
J 1.1 J :· J.8 , 1~;66 

;, l ~-1-t ,· r f .r r ,;c. ,v( .i l.:,., ,: c MC' tc be .-- c<1 ,1:.-:, ;,j rr . c; f' all c' x ne ri en ce ! 
;~ fi~-.<-•. ii•,n L C, Yic , J ch~-; ·.~lf arid. ? li t ~.I , .i. t.: r:101':'":~! ,f•· I 1ll !1c1ve to 
JP,k e 1,1_y ,<.- ", t'.,' r :-, t; ,i r br:i.ef , ir" I c~ttj. So.ao t'i.:•:f!f, t i ,,i 1;,a chine 
gP t ~ C1, t {\f ;_. }•ft • 

Cne t f' t,1,, q d:,_"ta t i(JM; v1hich da l e $ ba c k ee rJ. iest i n my life is , .~ 
" Tie Gc,rt-. f ,.l c.•· ':·•·-:: ,:l ,<,; , n,v n, r l ing, fr,:r ,1or 6s c>1·e wo" derful thjngs . · •• 
:)r:., ~i. e :0.~- ~ .-; .J:· ~·- t:oc;k. 11:.e ' 1 P.b:; t r: .r ' s ~Jj~c...:t~1 C' ~:cir ... v ! '~ it~· .sLnrtestf 
~'' ' '=' v•: ," .1 _, ,, c·• ~ J E' <: 11 Cc, J.J i ·,,,, .. ) .crn" - - t,_~:.V}~I- !'t_l_:HJ)~ l _y __ b_~t_t:_L_o .91:..§. . 

Cr: i ,J, · ;,: ,2 r i,&rl<, :r n ;c;-:J.l s1,,e;. ki rt1•' cf a pert;,,r. I l-.. nE".11• as queer, 
rrea !1 :in r 1J, : •.:· J~.o., · 0r eccc:r, t:;· i c, or r1on-ccr1 v,, ; 1.:i.Oi'ia l . I was c ang h t 
un s} ;;i _r 1·,J v bv r1 1 ;;;<1 :,' :- ,n-, .c; e nt wi10 t n lci roe that in tl1 e e &st tha t 
\.•~ r d q VE'_c~r :1,.,r1 ~, r,rn •ire:d ,·, r, e n +:ir (:; ~1;' il :.ffer21 ~ cc-,n not2. t ·i.on, and 
t:l··,+ .... ~1-_- h -~e,l ,;c•0p}e ,l rC 7:J'P. d it frc,n their v o c ahula ry . 

on:1 v tr;d.111 to th;:: t for o f iJOrd s wi ll .be 
P l:i ,' e - U Yfi'.? h e 1·,b:y o 

' AE; I r e , f::m i1er, we heg.,. ~. our disc1 1,. s j_on u pon the nowe a nd positior( . 
e. nd •:: orj,_ or E,h,ord ' 'i l liEi m Ponney , P. n rl I at,f:Pme I.ave a g reed ·· tha t ·: 

1- Tie ·:: &~-; in r,'.,,11voo fro :-:l 1 842 t o 1 s1~1.. or 1 845 ~·; '"; 
r..:- '.i;,a t ,,b.le we h[lve no },autiw·•c: 1 d a te, we tr1ink .t 

!·J.e wc,13 :•r o bably 3. ,·1embe r of tlie r:or mon Ci;11rci1. ;t-• 

f .l.' i e i i rlly t c, 
1::1r11on1 : them . 

) - 1'hRt he: lf.' fl8 oS•"'OCiel:c ,~. , , j U 1 the ;,;roun who were .. :;., 
J c,se~li ::j n:ith , tut did not bol d u c oiru>ian dine: position,: 

Fe 1<:ci s as00c i at ecl with them in counterfd . t ing . · ., ·'':'.. 
4- .'.'.'b~ i; folJ.61.:i.nf tl ,e death of J oseph S mith, Bonney · 

l ef t Nsuvoo and l& ~e r ~rote~ M8nuscrin t o n his adventures as a 
s elf-ap_r,oii , te<l detective or pl ,:1in- cloth es man in tra c k inr, dovm '·, ·'. 
U ,e p:uil ty in R nu 11:1er o+' rrni rderi=: . Thif; manuE,cri p t was revised. 
sha'l'':')±~ e1 n rl a n r,eci r f' d i n n rint as J.'Al iD\',;,'l' l OF ';In:: Pl1AH iIES. · 

In co rr, in ,1 l. o 1 },(?se c oncli1:<: i('n1; , we have hr1d 
-ere f rinati0ns int o· infere Atinp b~- w~ys . 

rd t h .-, r J.ong, involved,, 
. .. \ 

" 1jth thr1t 1,P.;·,ir,d u s , le t. me con ":rc, -cu},lt e you war r,,l y for the 
I . 

note s of Enw8rd '. 'ilJ j cim Bonney fi mili ,:ary s ervice. Yon hc1ve 
ce rtainJ v k no cked nr . Jorda n's st~te ment i n to splinters . I' ll 
held t hi~ noc11m0nt c onfidential un t i l you re lea s e . i t, and then 
joir, y ou in y(n1r s r, t. is f :,c tion wl: e n i.Le record is set Ftra i e;ht. 
'LJank you a l,so for the nr,, r t of HOJ!:tY ' S ViILl., Of~ l3Cl•;1 ,YVILLE , 
I1 DI.~W1 . Tt .-:i..1.l1 the e xc el} eJ'll ,r,a ps ,.11j_).l make c1 v ~;J.l1c1 blP- odclitio~ 
t o m:v fj_le :' . 

Have a ];;-,n•-y v,,r.t,t ion ," nil r es<' ,.; rch 1. c,ur . 
arnl ;y m~1sel f to r;roblems qw! t c {'orei ,rn lo 

In the ~Pantime , I shall 
o itr Bonney friend. 

-,--:------., 
.. -. f{,: ~,:>:'t, -~''..-4-

• · ... :_· ,I ~- ";\ 

., 

·-/\~t 
- - !' . .,·.,..r;;-
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Dear Mr . tranDan: 

. , .. 

346 North hain 
St. George , Utah 
April 16, 1967 

' . 

I arrived home from Albuquerque, New F~xico, yesterday--where I ha d 
been to m~ke a final checkinp; on the "The Mormon Battalion Mission, 
Diary of John D. Lee," which the New •·•exico Historical Review vsill 
publish in i tfi ,Tuly anci September issues-to f i nd here your letter 
of April 4. 1 • 

I . '/ . 
I feel that , whatever has heen written or said hy any of your many 
correspon~ents, thN* you know more of the life anci doin~s of · one 
E.W . Bonney than doefi anyone else, and I strongly sug~est that you 
eet it into print , either as a mono~raph or a book-length study. 

~ 

My own interest in the man and his neriod stemmed from my · s ea.rch 
for Na t 'heniel Thomas Bro"wn, the On~ Other Man of whom I wa s , 

\ 

writinp.- because his nc1me wa s not put on the "Thi,=; Is The Place" 
monument. Also I was interested in lParning more o' the man 
Brewer or Brower who was mixed up in the counterfeiting bus i ness 
in Salt Lake City and in· May, 1860, was shot ;:, nd killed om t he 
street there . I believe; him to be the sarq,......,person who was in the 
coun t erfeiting game in Nauvoo , but ha ve not established this 
def'initP.ly. 

•, 
·., 

Your point thbt ther e wJ.s only ~ : counterfei Un~ establi~ment ~­
in NAuvoo· is well t aken.! My feeling t hat t here might~ or 'e~ , 
grew f rom thP. claim of William Halt that he carried along a machine 
with the equipment to Qp,erat~ it, and that it was so. heavy t hat 
they were f'orced to bury'· it for a tim~. Stout refers to .bogus ;, 
business at Council Bluffs also, but none _of these things ,,ou'id 
conce~n you in your·std~y of Bonney. 

I shall continue to ke~i an eye ou~ for the name, ann for- anything 
, connected with this man;; and shall ~ forward any ·-such referen.ce to ~· 
· you, for I should be glad i ndeed to see your work in print • and .;,_ 
evailable to the public . But for th~ next months my center of 

i time and interest is in ithe Jewish 'people in Utah. I am ~ar. behinq · 
my schedule, so must shut out distractions, interesting as they~are. 

I a m s urprised at myself that I should a ccept an assignment :po ~10:rk 
on the Jews in Utah, but having done so, I must try to fill my 

' pledge. I shall ~e glad to be through with it sot that I may tur~ 

!11 

' 

to other more interesting areas. ~ 

Have no concern about my being hurt or offended. ! , have no t i me 
nor energy to spend thflt way-- I am ~illing to help where I can 
and glaci to accept correction or criticism from those who kno~ ~ 
more on a subject than 1· do. 

S;1..ncere good wisAes , 
'---1! t .e'<.A--v{ @- t:Y-t-~\_A 

.'./'Jua nita TOOKS 

• 11 • . • •• - ti.,,... 

... 

....,.. 



Mr . Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Abenue , N.E . 
Fridley , Minnesota 
55421 

Dear Mr . Van Da n: 

Box 303, S t . G~eorge , Utah 84770 
Feb . 5 , 1969 

Thank you· Jor your Christmas card greeting . I was right glad 
to receive, for it set me wondering about you and your work 
and family and how things in general are going for you. 

The years have brought some c hanges for me - -chie f l y t he 
gene ral debility of my husband. He walks with a cane now , 
but he still does walk, which is s omething . He has los t 
the use of his right hand , so has learned to eat with his 
left . But he does not write or ke•p our accounts, which 
a lso makes some difference. But his mind is clear and his 
memory fanta s tic-- a very great blessing indeed. 

My work has been spotted. I've done a number of shorter 
things since finishing t he family book-- the Story of Will 's 
father . 

I think I told you about the fact that the Notorious Tom Brown 
who accompanied the 1847 Mormon pioneer group to Utah was 
the Tom Brown who was involved in the murder · ror which the two 
Hodgei brothe rs were hanged . He was registered in the roll 
as Nathaniel Thomas Brown. The next spring (1848) he was 
shot and killed at Winter Quarters , I think by Bill Hickman . 

I became all the more curious wheni I c om~ared the three accounts 
of his death, all done by the same man .,1 he f irst was a simple 
statement that he haj been killed; the 'second a few years 
l ater, said he had been Accidentally k i l led; the third , almos t 
30 years lat e r was qui t e an eulogy . But I think I have told 
you this before. 

Now a person comes up iith the i rlea that he was Brigham Young's 
step- brother. Brigham's mother died in 1817; two years later 
his father ma rried Widow Hanna h Brown , who had at leas t one son, 
probably t wo. She bore John Young one s on, Edwardo 

The biogr aphy of Brigham Young stqtes that " I n the meantime 
his parent s had moveci toChenango County , New York." /1. his . 
~other had been dead1 for some time/ Sometime after 1832 , 
gfigham Young 11 baptized his parents, brother Josepji, and several 
other members of the family •• • " Anyway, if this relationship 
be true, it will explain many things regarding the murder--or 
the events which followed. 
The fac t tha t the last account was made shortly a fter Bill 

Hickman ' s , Confessions appeared as Brigham ' s Destroying 
Angel would lena credence to this . 

.~ 
,t: •• 

:4 .. 
l._ , 
.. ii, 
:--: ... 

i. 

.. 

., . 
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-2- APR 1 9 19o~ 
Mrs. Brooks, you have not mentioned to me before one of the shorter 
p ieces you have completed since last y e ar, the Story of WiJ l's father . 
Can ycu give me a bibliography? or whe re you published it? or a Xerox? 
if handy? I'd like to peruse it. 

On your pagl:t_ Two of your letter (Febr . 5th 1969) , Mrs. Brooks , you say 
that you' re, pretty sure you tol d me of the last reference you saw re: our 
f r iend Bonney, in t he hand- written diary of Alexander Neibeur jus t a ~ o n t h 
before Joseph Smith was killed: 

!b y f 4 aalle d at J. Smith 10 Oclk fornoon (read German) took 
Dinner aft er dinner met the pax & fox Indian s Danced t heir war Dance --
24 called at Br J L met Mr . Bonni a . Bro Joseph told ua the first calZ ..... 

I h ave n o a c c es1, to t h i s han d-wri t ten diary, obviously . Can you, 
Mrs. Brooks, t herefore, ei thcr c-c,mp l e t e the above citation complete ly, 
after the above ellip5e, all the way through that day, in ty~cript? 
But, considering my pas t digging e xperiences, I t h ink I am pre tty good 
at decyphering illeg i b le orthography , could you s omehow contrive to le t 
me have a Xe ro~ or a phot ostat of t he abo ve ? I ve r y wtv;h would like t o 
take a crock a t: it, trying to sec , is i t " I L" or "J L".I~ it John Lott 
indeed ? If yon cannot send me b ut a typescri p t of i t , c an you give me 
complete b i b liog r aphical d;.ta on Ne ibaur's d iary, whe r e the original i s 
housed, and pagination, etc . ? Also, coul d you pen me s ome details on Al­
exander Neibaur, as you are much more of an e>..■pert on these other Latter­
Day Saints than I ever shall be ; I ilm only a n. exp~rt on Mr. Bennie [si ~! l. 

As I s a i d farther above , do not f r et, ~our letter, if it be f u ll 
of blunders (which it isn't), did not faz e me a b it, I did t a ke it,indeed, 
as a gre eting; but I chuckled when you s aia you hoped that I ttas cmga g1.:d 
i n Mean ir,gful work [ha 1], I am indee d b u!3y at work, but , . .,h ~ ther it i~ 
me aningful - \·tel] .- t hat is ano ther question again. 

Than}: yc,u so much fer y our good \,~shes - they rr,eant so much 
f rom a dear friend , zuch as _you. I am herewith reciprocating sam~, 

. -_ ,. - - . ~ --
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De a r Mr . van Dall\.: 

0 JL D C o U R TH([)) US 1E 

C:rrv:n: c <C 1E N 'l,,JE 11 i 

1866 1966 

97 EAST too N O RTH 

ST, G EO RGE , UTAH 8 4 770 

Box 303 , fit . Geor ge , Utah 
84770 

May 24 , 1969 

Pay no 3ttention to tl' is stati oner y . I happe n t o have i t on h:ind , 

Re : the diar y of Alexa nder Ne ibnur 

This man has ha d the nAme of be in~ the f i r s t ~ ew to be conve rted 
to Mor moni s m. (This i s not true . I find one Fr ederi ck Levi 
who was ba pt ized in Cana da six months ea r l ier. ) 

Ne i baur \'1as a Po]ish or Eas t Ge r man J ew , educa ted i n t he l anguages 
and law. He b roke from home , we nt i nto Engl and whe r e he s tudi e d 
dentis t ry , and ma r ried a Chr isban woman . 

Some Mormo n missionaries converted him t he r e , and about 1842 he 
ce me to Nauvoo . He beg~n keepin~ a dia r y when he boarded shi p f or 

Ame r i ca , and continued a t int ervals a l l his l i fe . Hi s account 
of t he l ife on the boat , of the doinrs of NHuvoo , of t he fina l . 
"BattJe of Nauvoo" f orm the basis for\some Kor man hi stor y . Hewa s 
amon '.3; the J as t to l ea ve t he c ity . Fis v,ife. was pr egnant , and he 
refused to take he r ' f r om he r home 1·,ntil after the chj_ l d was bor n, 
Hence hi s a ccount of t he las t str aggl i n~ group i s the most authentic 
vie have • 

In S . L. City he was a dent i s t , he advPr tised to teach lanRuages , he 
manufac tur ed and t r aded t ::e fir st 11s uliphnr - t ippe d mat ches " there. 

ll.lt}:onqh a loyrJl Mormo n , he di d not a c c ept polyga my or l ivexki: i t. 
~is wife bore him eleve n children , one or t wo of whom marr i ed int o 
t he Churc h k2ix ~ier ar chy . One son was some thing of a r enegade- ­
at leest he belo~~ed to a ~a~~ Dho bea t-up a depa rt i ng g over nment 
c ~fi c jal, after t ~ey had gua r ded him saf~ly from t ~e c onfines of 
Utah . 

Tr e third p-erer a tion , r.o,·· we?lth:v ;,~d hig h i n chn r c h c i rcles are ver y 
sensitive abo11t par t s of Uiis Jit;tlc r ecord , have tc1.ken it ►from the 
LDS Ch1r ch offj ces , ond do not wnnt rese~r c hers "snoopine a r ound" 
in it . It ' s just anothe r of t ~·e s e hA r d- to- u nder stc-1nd Mor mon qu i rks . 

An i ns i~njfic~nt c11 t on the end of my r i vh t index finge r a ccoun t s 
for ~1 r>1?rt of tl e e r rors of tr.is pa ,,;e . Pleas e ~ cep t i t a l l as 
a p:=1rt of h o·.·1 life j _r; &t Hmes . ' .J./1 ... /4 

f , ll r·00d 111inhe s , ,, -~·--Z/ ~r::""" ~ 
- - - ------

... 

... 
·1 
' 
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' ~s you may well see , Mrs. Br ooks, I started to write this l et~ur to yo~ i:rn 

i,~ttne 14th; but had to c ross ,:,ut . t~e da~~.' .<1nd et art . ag,in to~~y, ~uly ~"! 
~inoe I had rece! ved a l otter , Q.Od thon ,:enothor one , from~·the . R~v,. ~i osle.~ 
~. Walto~s, of the Marioca Un i tod P~oobytor ian Chur~b, of Mari oso , ·i1t~ 
who ,UJ'OtO flU4 published Q ~i t t1e ··p at1p bl<.)t. whiCQ also ap p a Nd a.s i an a.v+­
i c l 9 in · ThG ~ ill~ [nov: !h£ {~~l~~a,;.l ~ of t ho ·.~ nJJolical I Thool ogie !,J:. -$oe,.=­
~o~ in t1io' ffil_ of·:rn .. ~n~ ~n ;t h ~ cprin~ -of~ 1969 , in a;· s $$.g h~ ly t~_n l ~~ 
-~ rm ~a ~logu0 . Tifhe ar~ici~ wao accompan1ed, f Y a robuttal by Dr . · Ri~~~ 
I., . Buahcan, and a reply by Dr . Hal thora . L Mr . Sponco of .tba I llinois ~ 

,, J.i.i .stoj,ie_~l Society, i n a ccmr orsat!on i-:it~ the Rev. ; Walthers· ,, ~ .'t l~ 1:o~, 
· ~~mcmperGd tny years of rose arch · in I l l in_o~o following Ml'. ·, I} o~noy ' ~ 1 ~rae...~, 

~- and montioned my name to tho: Rov. 1-lalthers i tho Rovorond ,_ ,·in .tui~n , .c a¼et . 
·: .inY. at i e n tion to his reccptly (thon ) h a vJ,ng seen a rofor coce t o 1 Bonn_e~ ''w. 
;-~Jua n. i t ~ Brooksr article i,n tho ·~ cHiOtol'ical . Quarte rlz . -2! f ;<1l t ~9~9 , 11 

1.t~ 1 V ~ , f: ~ • ~ ... . .' ~ ~~- '• , , i"'Jr '• . -.~ .. 

-~~.: · ~''i'hJ.s. is a refore nco·. -to · a r-,z, . B,onnio~ bein) present. in Nc:lttVoO ... Iii1y Z4-1 '-~! 
,· ·-1844 , ._. but i t do~s not dofini ~ely indicato that he was a m.ontbor of t be NC{'"1o-i1 

__, cbu z,ci>. al though this scams most l ikel y since this rGforonce .come s f r t"ll.t ~ ­
;f_;;di~i-y~ ,of 'Alcxandor Nei bour. J'orbape Mipc Brooko could th rot-~ ~~r~ • lf g_bt lfl1 · ~-
;.;,, -t~!o for ·you" • . ::- told ?Jle the! Rev . Walthoi>s. . , · :J.· tr · •. · 

#• e ;. t;- • ._ ~ , ~ \ . . .J \ ~ \. , ,. 
. So I said to myso,lf, , thnt before I f .iniab my lotte·r to y ou , l was ~ 
. :, t o ~e~d tbc article, whie'1 eµ ugbt . mo .as a ; surpri se, y our l a_st_;. l e t tor- -6 -.u.!-._ 

,.:: moptioned ·of your _trying ~n ~r1:iele on J ~Jln D! . Loe. S!nca . I \ o i~9t1 get ~ 
' ~ -Historical . guarterl,X:' ( · ~nd I didn.' t i.~now .tha't you woro a· meml>oir Q- ~ 

' Board of Directors , and Boord of E.d1tors ~~ or· something l~k a t hat ••• )eu.Jl o,.w­
, librar y could not l e~ mo h~vp it on an tq~orlibrery l oan basia ,~ bad"tb ~ 

down .1;1,0 tho " U" of Minn . Pe r t odical _r oom .i and qucilc l y read 1 t :. ~ ~ <- ; 
' • , I , .._ • • I 4 ~ If' , ;_ ~ 

.. ' 'l'bis sbould account ,for,. tho de!,ay! be·tweo1' J uno; 14th a nd '-today·. B~ ~ · 
Jipa tix woi,tb it . l'irot, I ' sa:W a very i mpr esoi-vo · list of ·f a cts a b out yin.l ~ 
} : was un~rnares of, . and alp.o . ~: I ,ea~; ~ photpgraPih of fOU in, t~<f g~ar te~ . 

• 
1 
Tho -~t tle o f the articlo . : es; on t~o cove1.,., and · ti tlo-page o f ' ~JHJ ~ual!"te.~ ~ 
throw me. til I aaw thqi ,r e al'. titb abovo- tpo articlot "Jot:rt a ~cop n '.;. " ./ 
[on t h o- . cover) • whi lo thOliip ido titlo told mo ubat you.., havo _bec;in t~ l i;:~ :-:. 

-m~ m~n:v , ti mos in your lo,ttcrp 1 ·tncluding "Whon y ou e~nt mo . .- th~ "~in c t~ '.· 
·word ', t rue • • • • · word-for-word'; copy _ o f 1:he \Xr.,ro"- copy of tho. hand~tri t;te"' &:ta.~ 
of Noibaur-. . ·:} : .· ! · ·i -. 

, , I le~rned, .so much about~ y~u, · MJ-O. ~rooks·, abou't your t oachin g , cf\l\).. 
about how you 'got into toacb,ins, a bout yo_u1• graduat.o wo_rJ~ a t ~~olu111.b ~a; ~ ~ 
!IPA, · a bout your huoband • Sh~ril;f\ Will ,'Brooks• and• although I .. am· ,1 gr~ - ._ 
bor n of a nowcomor to £DS r oocarcb ; ( tho -oply claim to fame I have ' 1s +o · 
f; dwar ,d Wi lliam Bonney; antl ~..ha · gonealofty pf the Bonney family.) t ', I eee"4,_ -to " 

-·: 6momt,or in t he back q)f ,my .mind· anyhow., 't~o nomas ~f Le,a ~i ~t ~~~- P-u l~f~~ ·.~ 
x-i-om the Documantar-y nJ.ot orios and Compre h eno!vo Histox-io a o f , ·'tho . Cbu..rc.e,,, '.· 
Cln ohort • I en3 oyed l e arning· evorytbin g about you, Hr s . Broo!.:s :-7th i t T ~ 
priviloged to loarn froc youp article ,ab~ut a doar friqnd. ! ~ you p ormt~ r 

. :to ,cl.esaify you as one. . · ·~ •l . • /· l "' : 
- ',' . :11oi-1 ia Mi-_. Broo_kl,I oomin'k oiong ', wLtb' his health 1 Plaos'e .'!':f~r-giv~ ~ £:..J 
my s o long s!lenoe 1 and lot . mo boor from y ou if i t doos not dir~c~ly ~ l~, 

-erf or.? with your ao many othor ·octi vi ties·. ' · 
,, ( 1-l 

y' 

.. J 

-l-t> . 
l 

~ 

s 

. . ~-.. 
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1 
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,. 
: Fr·a n·;c i s . ... 

'! 

van Dan ·. , 
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My dear New- found Friend: 

Dox 303 , St . .. ,eorre , li t.::.h 
8L~770 

Jt:ly 11 , ]97C 

,.· 

I 
I 

I was t ouched and impressed by the firc::t !'ar e of ycur letter . Your 
emotion a t seeing yoHr daue-:h ter ]eave with her husbe.nd s o nea rly 
paral lels ~y own . One ~irl in o f a mi ly c f bo~s , a~d she joi ~s a 
young 2nd Lieut i n the .Hr 1-'orce for a c.:ireer t ha t t akes her t o 
the far c orner~ cf~~~ earth . I fou~d it he rd to accept c heerfully . 
J,:ow , :tfter te:1 :u~;:,\r3 , !le i~;; ;.: :~a:, 0r , ~] ::·: 
a re stationed for three years in Hawaii. 
They a re very happy . 

}: "'· v ~- +' r ~• :-- c: . i ] <.: r •~ n 1 ," ! ,J 
Who am I to complain? 

And :-S:: h~ve jm:·.t re t urr~e~ frc m AJ.tuque r q_i;.e , ";:-en: I was fe r a few days 
wi th a dauvhter- jn- ,aw abd ter three c ~ildr c n , o~-jti ng the r~turn of 
my younr:est sen fror, n trip to Europe v:,· ich to0k hin into the Inter­
national meet:' nQ; of the Ro<l :i a tion-Gene t i.~:: bioc!·, einj :;ts of t :.e :n,rl d . 
He held two se;11inarE in Er.r(' ~ri d ar:d r3ve a '. 'aper at •• • ne =-< r Geneva •• • 
I c an 't even remember t he name of t he r-lci ce . 

Tpen the se c0nd pa gp of yo11r letter left me truly s t r ipped before :;ou . 
I · am nl most embarrasned at this 11 '!'r t:e Confe se:ions11 sort of thing , 
but that i s what they asked ~e to do . Someone he d been t r ying t o find 
the i nception of the Diary Collection, pnd when I said t hHt it becan 
in my home in St . George , t :iey cculd hardly believe it. r:ence this tal k 

lfy good husb~ nd was there t hat nicht, a nd the group paid him a high 
t r ibute . I~ was t ru l y t~rill ed with the s tanding ovation . 

I knew he wa& failjng f ast , DO I took from a tape the s tories he ha d 
told to his grandchildr en d11rin13 the t i':o weeks of Chr istrims ve1 cation 
two years ago , put t hem into seqve~ce and then f illed in unti l I had 
a book- size r::ia nur,;crip t - -a. c :'all book-- which I subr.utted to t he 6ta te 
Insti tute of Fine Ar~s in the division of Pook-1~~gth Prose . It ~on 
f irs t prize-;-- ;,7_5C . OO . l t si,oulJ apy-t.: l.:.r in prin~ ::.:, .::::)p~r•:iber . 

Wil l was so happy an~ proud ab: ut ft • He knew of t t e nri~e ; he knen t he 
me . was in the mil l , but he couldn L wa:i t for it . He passed away or, 
Ifurch 28 about 11 : a . m. I had left that ~orni~: at ei~ht to fly 
to Ogden f0r a speech in a convention on ~ormon ~iGt 0ry there , and 
didn ' t ever, ;;e t the \':or e ur.til six o ' c~ock in th0 e vcninp; . 

I think he wr:w pr 0t1d tha t he was c ... r,;i.•cl out of hi;:; hor-,e in the a r ms 
o f hi s eldest son , dre s sef in t i s ne~ sui t , complete with t ie and 
t ie-cl aspc He had dressed hi~~elf to a ttend t ~e f uner al of a nei~hbor , 
~nd blac~ed- out ~~en he leRned down t o tie his s ~oes . 

In my memory .3 t . George has ne ver seen a funera l like it . 11eld in the 
historic old Tabe r~a cle which he had such pride in , the bell tolled 
i n his honor , f lo~crG excoe ding t he wildest exrec tation , evon t he 
Governor of t he ;; t "'te ca •.10 vo} untarily came to speak. .\11 these 
thin,s have hel ped me to be more reconciled , for he hirrnelf ·.vae: 
rea-:ly to e;:o , tl!c11,· h he was clear in !liG rJind to lii::; l ~s t br eath. 

.. 

? 
I 



t . ~eor ~e , ut r h , May 5 , 1 9 66 
f' E' P r I' r . V,., n l' am: 

I a rrivE'd home At 6 a . l"'l . ttd '-' , .. ,ninc- .:tf t e r c> fllll ,·1e ek i n ! alt Lc1l·p Ci ty 
collectj n,,. r•r ter jal on wh,.t wil l @ve ntuallv he a book cRlled "A tli ntory 
o" t hE> J1r•rs jn TT tah . " ":prJ,,,rc: T "" J'll for)i~h t o be c ome involved in t hiF , but 
t hf' 'lni \r i:> r F- i tv c: r T' t~ h ar"ked 

1
m~ to do i t srnrl 1 ht> ,Te,· a c f u 1., ,h f'eew willinr­

t O n fl ,, !- r f' ff 1 n I" to n •1 ve 1 t- , o J'I 

At E>ny rPtP , l h.,,vp i 11 f;t fjn iRhecl rf!Aciiflf" t•iclener ' s '.1.'Ii, ,,1.Xi<C.:E us a 
p-enPrn 1 jntrr~1•c t ion i:ird h, c;J,~r nunc> r fHlciin p: . "ut I'll flhift l'lental p-eArs 
.iuF;t <> r1inu1 P to ~xT'lFiin v:h~ I WAS evPr int~re s ted '' the notorj.ous 'l'om 
Frown" , l iP t eci in t J->P rt><:crd::; ll ::; l',.., thc-nit>l 'l' . Br 0wn . J r an Acros s him 
j n ti,~ -,cc011ntP of t hP l!od&-:Pl'i trja] s 8nci execution for t he mur der of 
a Mr . l' illf-'r <' n cl hiF' s0n-ir,-lc1w, E'nrl na turarly f ound s0!"le mc1 tPrial i n 
RC'n nc•y ' s R;- l" ~ i tti of t hf' l->r eir i e . '.l'!len I bec Mne convinced that he 
wae ttte " onP other Man , v•hoee n;-,Me i ~ n ot o f t h P r""cord , " on the 
THI : I~ ~ J..; CI: "'On\l"l<'nt ac bc-inp- Rr,onrr tr.P firnt t o s e <' the v a lley 
of the r·rPRt ~r, J t l 1':e . 

Ttis , i n t\rn , !'l'c>clc Jl'I(> very conocic\in of t11P " ro- ~ritinv" t.lwt WRS done 
on i-lcrl' on h i~~t, ry b~• 1 r ~nklin 1) . :-'ici c1r ds , Ar-,os , iltr•r 1•ui=;Fer , ia ncl others 
d11rin,.,. il,f' lf70 ' s .<lnrl 1.: tf' r . Tven Anr!rcw J P.n nen , s111lrosec1: y po very 
re liFi ble , ,..,orli fieci hiA a cco1mtr : 

Hi. toric;;J HPcord , T" ■ q51 ( ''ols . 1- 8) 
Pro·, n , Np thanj el "'nonc1s , one of tlle p i onE'er1, o f' 18117 , sho t 
in Iowa in 1·'ebruary , 18L~8 . b rnb) ishPrl l U ~ 

.ii~torical 1.e c ord r. . 117 (Vol. 9) 
P .l 1N , (J\1-u'hM,IU., 'Ill( . ,1,.:-.) was st1o t at Council flluffFi , Jowa , 
in febr,,nrv, J.848 , ,ilrnt as hf' wc1A prl-'nflrin['.' to r1ir-r,., t e to 
t hn Vci1ley . /_ n11hl.;,,liP.r1 1 °:iQ/ 

L._'T'\ . ;' • .bjap-ra 1~llical 1-'ncvc)one dia Vol . 4 , n . 6~5 . 

Rro~n, ~Ath~nieJ Tho~ae , on~ n f thP ori~irAJ ntoneers of 
~t nh , nrriv r d in Gr~ n t ~Alt TAk~ Vallev in ~ 1ly , 1847 , 
r Pt11rnl"d to ""in t "' r ')_11nrtPrP wjth Preai ciMn t,,.ham Young later 
t he P<>l'!le year on~ was ac::irlentE>lJ.y shot at Cm1nci l Bluff R , 
IOl''A , in "l-'Phrt1F1.rv , 1848 , jup t aB he nA nre pE1 rinp- t o return 
to 1.·n1 t Lat.e Vflllev , 1 th r reaiden t Younp; , vll,o WB G riuch dist:res i:;ed 
h t he trarorly And re r hrk&d thAt Pro . Rrown ' s old ~~OP S were 
w0rth More t hAn thA Vfhole body or th!' man , ,lto ldllP.r! him. 

_.L p11 b l:i Rhe d 1 <:i.3_§/ 

He r P s.,e~s a deli berAtf> Rt t ~~nt to chAnve hiFtnr~ . Nathn n inl MhoMRS 
P,rnv•n t r, VE"lPci 'V<"St •·•i t h t he Ht>bnr C . Ki nhall r-rm1p; hP r <> t n r ned t o 
'iTl t e r ')w,rtE"rr. •dt l-i i·!-'1" Nor t o n ,T;., coh c0mnan;v . Ann nrw h e i , i>CC;dentally 
shot, "'I nd hn Ei bPCOMP a r,pn of r;or,e vorth . 

Thi ~ i s trivial , I k now ; wh~ t rPally l et ~e otf vas the difference i n 
t he Eitoriea of Clive r Cowdery be f ore and at His death in 1 8:50 , a nd thos e 
t ha t oad been rirccd to~ctte r £ nd ~ s ~rcd s or ~anufactrred fr0N whole 
cloth i n tHe 187( ' s • 
.S o I ?t1rec> it:1 yon t.h, t for rea)ly f\tl b entjc infrn,ntion '"" ,r11c,t El ear c h 
thP 1iariAF ~nf re c o rds ~ede at t hr tj•e . 

In you r "' ?tt,.r of' 1ov . ?? , 1 q6c::; , nnitP 3 , yo11 st ,tprl tt,qt bo11ney ' ' •• •Rot 
har, tized i '1to 1 hP C,wrc h of v f-: FUE' Ch r int of lotter-1'av '-,J n~ c . He ros e 
friFt j,... th.- .r,:iPr~rchy o -" "hP Chirch , 1rncl b<'came a Licutenar t - Ce neral i n 



? -

the '"auvoo Le~ion, a c ouncilMnn o +' 1 ·, e i;"lu voo r,i t y ,..ouncil ~11ct a .iunior 
l"f'1'hPr of t ltt- ""irm ot' ,.J, c:l•n--n , l 1, t o n ,in ,' r O"''!i"V • H,-. wur on" o f t ho 
c l oPPRt o" t .. t> J. '1n"r c ~rc-_l" le f ... • •rr'"+ ,Tor-c•·h '>!l'lith nnci ~fter the 
f r orhot ' s ,r.~rtyr , OIJ at, rt.hn••P , e1l:·o f:('I - f' ,t~~nt Br:'r;hAn Yoi•nr . " 

NoV' t.!d.R t 011ncl r no !"~·ch likP t}lp .. ,,rv nf ,Tcl1'1 C . Bf'>,111nt t ti , t I 4' o u nd 
it. • rrl t l n,_.::_.,,r +,t," i rorh<'t •,o· 1 1 le t· 0 11 j n ., ""c-in 1·➔ thin a yeur 
b y anc 1hP,r nset,do convPr·t . !t l F,H, t !:o ihl' )dnt cf r,1:-ild.n,· li11, he Rd of 
tit> J.epion . l ' r. r•lt,rl to iavf found £Ven:>• r,,.1ch fl l- <u h j r at> T t.,vf' . Pe 
CPrt: inly •~ t!Pie Rr,rl a on" t " ~ro,.,., cin riri ,. th,. l·,Ft '"P~kr--rnrlRns 
mont.i.G- -o r ,rosP,nh ' 1, lire . 

ne, : hpr('lln < c- l•j n<J1p r . I \"'OF in r ~r o11ry lrflt wPck wl:~' hf-f<T<i hir: discus s 
hiP r r r• ~-co~~n ~rrk 0 0rtnr "Pckwe il . ~,f' lnjverrjtv or Uf.nh pre ~s 
i s to ...,,,t :it. 0,1, , I 1•ridrr:· t, nu . J r 1 if' a rf•, ort r •' or 1 L~ < r J t .... -;;l, <· 
Trih,ine, 1111 1.P hc> c- .~f' jntPri>:•t. e~ in .toclwPll RC-1'1P FJX nr P v en yr-,, r s 
ago nr,1 h:: ·•.C'r··r-i c'li~. Prt'" io f1 cl cvp rv refPr f' rce to }1j_f" . ,'rf' p-r cup 
flSk P d H n•1r•h<r o' Olf'Gtio ns, 11.icl %t•rt t (' rtJfr.J.f!:° ~{) ) :• & 1},f• t l 
forp-ot to rE> •: n(' I ii"' of ye Ir r<1cp1f'st--t'uc-t ir , I clj ctn ' t 1 ry to disc-1,f'F! 
an·, t, ntT r·, !, }.j m !.!"re . ""o ·11 r·, ,,t t • r ... \''P tPd t c t " • } 1 ~ j "'• r ine 

'T't> P. <'<"!"'l" r "'IHrnFive 1.•,c:t.crv 0r I.IP C' rn rc h , h;v H. H. l 10hertR anrl t.l,e 
DocunPP t p r v Uj ,.. tc-r "IJ o f 1 " rtn1rd1 T'\J t t('r-Pther fror, t he e ;:•rJ j Fi r "Jcur nal 
llirtrr"'' n nlpf" ~re <'Pi e .;rfPrPrt , l'f' y o u r,. vp ] e flrne rl . J<'n~ &f"O I 
ciiRC<'' '"re,1 t.11.<1t 'liP lJocu_ri>ntE<r y f ifit.c ry , c: ·1 ,-d 1'lj_np- r. o he Em 8hrJclp- ,-e rt. , 
cut · f Pri"l l"l:i c-•1 J Henri t. ~;I n•:'a h~ vc> hrr-n )f'ft in rrrl M lrlt>d , o r 
flbt t eci in ot l" r rt"riEil "ro'"' rt• " T cV;ri P E' . • l.1f wo~ t-f"rPcial:.i.v t r u e 
i n sor:t, <'f M~ r<,t i>r r ch nn th <' 'r:rnr,n I nti , · 1on • 

.,..he lnrt "' c. n-4' v<11r i c- "r if e ,;:; £>r.ic1lv i t t,-r(•rtinp- Pl cl v 11 rh)f' to C\e , 
for I hrvF• <' t f<'1101•f>c' 1 ~nv c,f thf'> c}·p r nctPrR yon ront.ion . · P!" Jil<"P. 
' 1 ill M·d, i d .f'rd n , Dnr Jorc r , He11ry '; . [h"'!r\'f'od , Cpnrn I . i }('elod!k , 
A br ariar:-. C . .. c- ,,..P. •• • J kr.o~ \'.E'll . Also F dr on Parn< y wl o Eer,,rd j n the 
ir.i litio in t1,e 1( ~7 11 ,,c1r , nrd wa" cnJlel~ ..,c u1xje ir: 1 61, \ .. ore he 
lived <ut Li. life . 

'rl.ar:1< ;vri ! or trki1.f ' i• f tc, n•jtn rn<' it u c>-. dPtt,·l . 
moRt in"c-1 1U ve---. r r JP (tltr 'lr"r,~:; crt)r! ,:i.H• rb.ry 
e x sr- r-l r F c,f ..ic'.;u. t e r-nt r i11 1 V' v1111rcr i!" tory . 11'hif'; T 

'c"r )Pttrrs e re 
--to<' •c,ny-­
nf e<i nnt do . 

Put I rlo ~Arn ell y ounv AC~o l Hr a hPP"innjn~ rcRe111 cn in ~ormon hi~tc- ry 
t o n ot. he con tPT, t . .,.; th t heme r1ip-e~t; r,, or 11hr j dp-mnritf. . 

It 1~ no· ~ r trr n . M. , ~n~ I rli~ ' t. r o tn ~Pei n t AJl ~Ft ni )'>t , so 
if thi r ir· rntrr> r jr::-o' "rC'T"t c- h, rP-r it t o +)-,p t . J ' I" trv1n - t o c"'P~ r my 
dPi::k nf th·, , r "lr ' a ri c: c 1rnu)~ tinn r-i f 1 r ttC'TF or thr,t I rrl1~ devnt f' r 'Y f u ll 
e, t t p - • i C"r 1 C' •rr n~·ri rrnr, £>nt • 

C'nrrl:i p] 1 v , 



T>e c1 r 1.r • " r I , n : 

"i 11 (•P l 1
1 t :-'('; 1 ; •1 • l: .. }- t ' t t •n t. •: cl t - lj.,.,(' 

ti.i. < r1, .. J rle fill lely 'l l fr ,1.C'd :._n ;- Lt,r n L l 
r, },c "IS l l' (' n ' ~I } I(' l V r t I' pt t pn p fjj ' (1 <' r 1 o 
<-8, n • l, j, nr c-n ·n f'c.1 r C r -r.;"" (' t rF II I, l, f l"o~rrj rt':-· 

l'oc ·ro n . /_P rl-i -.:.I 
~·rol!' o (' ,,P-r- -- vc,11 n, r ,r, ~-- ,. 1 r d t t r,e 'tr- Pn nf 

AlilirJFOI" ro in , himsp1 f n r· '. 0r ''llf', t; • ,.,,n, h' ell r,,cl. -r . t lA' 1 t. 
in ,1U 1 " J."4() 1: rl'C'll" rot :i flOttri ••• i j cln- ,.,, Pd I J ,n ,nn 
~rc:w.,., , ,J,., '""' A 11.,..ed, l'Pn,irP•in Hoyce , , nd • c <1}1 ko •f'r8; 11 I · J. l,l 01 t 
an,v ••rj 1, ,.,r 1"c-1rrat't rf' , v r· ,'r ,c1.e:•r , b; tPvPr , ti •v d.,.., rr1•ecl 

.t-"" v rt iF"<llli , ,1 r,r,i •tlcrllcC'd caJl@cl mu1_·y , in Le i!s 

Cr11rtv • •• •. •Pr" lt •v •frP i o ned -f'rr - ti"f', ,-·ir ljveB 
t.h rc>"' tr>nPr/ µnvr.fl ·,nd 'nf"er<- h,.r,t,=>n , µr"' n , 1· j, h .. , rC"'"lP. 

a :rc, 11il h-i ,. nP.c:k 1·h11n, t'"' t." · t T"" 11"ltiJ 1,,. v;,•· r P rl v 

cetr·r,,.-1"' 1 tr ""''th •.•• '' ( }-!;.-t, ric;:-1 qpco t+cl , 7s2 ·1 

r" · n f't Pr i). ,<'C' of t. c {C'' rr ,<'.v1>rnc:r 1--o 'C, 0f 
?1 it .- C "'ri 1 't t ) ( 1.... '"1rle c.• rerr. r1c1 nn uovern0r ,·prj in , of l 1) j noir; , 

for ,1 one pl, •ith , iun . , •ir1n,1y i <ion , 1Vl'Jitn ··irrht , nrlC'V -
rr~ 1 t , 1~ , , Ph R.., 7 , 1" ; n Ft r 1 --1 An F 0 n r O I\ n ~ !=i f U ;rj ti VP"' f rC' "'l i U" ti Ce • 1 

( Ihi rl . 4~t) 

~◄o• , tti; nr,.oc; r,pt n"r1n th-t l,nficn frc-·n v.r,, ,ct1,,,lJ.y U-,e 
f c-1: 'r of •ttcriroJ. 'bC'!"'c•r 1rc n; it r,rly -.;v,, C' -i 1,,.,-,d 
to ~r.l1r i- t,,. .. "<' ,.11,.,e:,lr ic 1 Ji r ry • .1. ..-!1 a tr • .1. ifie)d 
fro m f 1.v , "'V-i"la , rit~'-' e 1-,.,t 'c..,, r1•c n • ~ •>'.otl"Pr -s 11 
$i' t.,.r c-" 1 i · ';;, \c1.1r>p- \' o ... d ... rriPr ~,- ...,!=;rm rc- n , red one 
o r t·" c•,j]dr;,n ,r.cl nc..,r1rater. -Prr,f'T hi!!: , rr. -rric-<'l ;:;-o;,in ~nc1 n.: rt 
a Tct.,.jJy f'rc-r re:- sf'c-cnf 111.h,rir . ne t ,r c --lie 'ibn! 

ftt the nIPhC'~l I dm nol fo1lo1i~­
o r 1 j i-, f ' n r> f • f \I t El F " it ~I 1 (' n ' : I' y , 
I~~ ouick to notP Erv r0•er ebce . 

any rf t, ,•re ; 
Jf'vi 1-ifieJr , 

J l1c-,ve cl \ r 

Vo11r Y1otP nP ~.~(' ' ''-'nJ.it. jnf..i.nj1.J.~e• rer,;irlrerl r-.fl of c1 note J. 
-P , • 1ci er c,i tf'd +-, :i r i tN! l,Jmrclii] 1 · r rt" , 1 &" rP• in~ed 
t,·t. Orf' 

""'h· 1 it 
• t C' 1 •➔ " f• "" r f" d ; f' f"I t f! r cf' :i + h 3 • re n ~Fi.ti on : 

;t c.;i•,11rt·nn t•n .. ;t,h \'tic'; J ·,c.uJn not nnt!" 

If' c:1 T', rt r-f' 11 f' ,·11 .,.jc l,r , , injc• tiC'T18 cn,rse •r1f> clj_rl s r rr e 
v o c ~ r 111 , r " l, i J r1 i r1 , 5 1 r 1. r r r c- 11 -i l t : . · t on P r- f rw c:: 1.11 cl e :o t r 
v, 1,r: 7 +<>r 1;,,"',; fl v;r,tnr in l"'V hhMei ;:ir.ci v•r(' ~:ith "1:V "0\lnf"P ~ t 
cr,r n<''' 1 ,_.,. i.i "f" tN prf! hj F- :Ph}) . li>n n,cli~t inn "'Pt c>1; <16 , \1i:apci to 
n J; ,• f'r· ~~ I rf'\ ••c:rr' ~ . !'rrf'Y, r]e: ,.,,, , I fi.n,] 1 y 

!J rr0 1 jr, r1 1,'- n. ,.(' lncu_hri-•tion , '' Lr 'vnur S:"lJ_ip..._v!"itt n 
p-ir] frJPPd , ".!.ml if I 1•1i~,her t.P "r,c,v tile 1••f•1-H•inp-, I cot1}cl 

,aw r1 r!jcti.cnc1r;v . r,0. ,r-rrl 11hio11.to,1n 11aH vrr•• CC'l"'T"On , 
U , El rl ;- C •l t> !" (' r i_ 1 "' ', 11 C: r· t : :i. 1"" ~· P,. f ) ".S , , ("I ""f' [ I t ,. , " 1 > f 
::·-p, rrr r, 0, ol '"l" Ji'°" -rrrre, hie}, f'PP ""ci tr 1 1:-:v<' or to 
e;,.-iF t, t ll"FF1° cver~1}-,prc . ' r (TTI • r· ~,011r O"'f"njr.1· rrcl 
.-:,r•1lc• l:· VP ~"f'n 0'2!"..92-'in .f' ; I i l j n~· it •,.t onlr r1ot . 

'0 ,...,, + '; ' ,.. 

o-1' 1rc-rn- fc>l 

ri<'l''lv . 
r 11;11,-.ry 

"'eirl j n E 
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':" .c yea.c of t.hc !,cr ri was 1835. Some t i. ,~, arcunJ Ji;ly, or 

0€:.,,,'l-t..wbcr of thZlt yc~r, " a large, f i ne-l oo!':inq rna1. ., l, si;-: 1'00 4: 
ON-& ~ .u~ ~iti'O'M/ 

tall, wi tn b lue eyes/\ rr.ov ad with h is little faJ1u. ly, consistl nq of 

h i s \ili fe , Mari a , ancJ °i1is dau~:11:.c::r , be r nice Eliza, ..;,orfl t r.r~c years 

Ir n ("IV".?J..t o El khart county , I r'4 i&n~ . ~uwar d 

Hi lliam oonney car;>o to ! · dd l cbw:y t o \-m s h i p, i n µ l:,chart Cot.nty, Iud i anv, 
~<,\.~ 

f r or- C0rtla ncl , Cort l a '1rl coun ty, N{;W Yor k, :ais famtl J l e SP • •• , 4,/., u 

~,~ ~~<::, r 
OiHupany o ?' thr ee of id~J\..r,:¼l a tives 12 g - Jvl•H Van F.taHk, Wi l l -

i ar:, Van Frank and P . R . Van r rank; ana a l so, J'cdiah Cob!., Cilll':Ihi ns and 

, ·il li,:.;,r... Cumt!lins , J . J . Br os:m,, h ir '!"• Chase , \.;illiam Hall. Prier.d t.Lrt.-

i s. 

r.c.r.nl.y J:. c.} · ly , ori ginally frorn ~ssachu!;otts, haa, 1.1y t .: i..:t t i rt!C, 

b r anches i n Vc.rraont , i~!ew !:arr:rshi r o , L'onnccticut , !!e;.,, Yor k , ~ Pcnn-
o..,,..4 ~ 0 • . 

sy l vnui i"\~ l.d ,,va r d Donnoy ' s 9 r anctfat11or, L-vi Conn, y , wh i l e a nati vo 

of ~"-"::>sa c t.1u&ctts, l i v, ,1 a;!~.!.1 tr. " "'fl,] o f t he !'Pvolu t i cnary ... a r i n 

Cor nwall, Conne c t i c ut : after tha war tie moved t o aew Yori~ St nte •3 

{until t.hi s ~-;:.y t here. s tanos a house at t.he Cornwall Ori gc , at 200 

.d~ehill Koa u , i n prosc.-1t-J~y H ,, l!<1ven , a nou s • 1 , 1:.het ~t c phC>n 

aonncy, second ccusit'l of L<:v i ...;onnc-y ' <J sor.s, L.'lUilt . ) 



- ., -

oluE:r uorthers ~ in n.cvi.ng West ; Oliver \'~ebs t o r .uonn y, ( t h e o l ue:.;t ) , 
w \~33 

; i!!W York " 

i4ft cr nc..1v.~n,1 !";t:cu duly .. U ... cl:~t:gccl fr:::;~ t..1E:i ifO ,IC:?l: Ci . Y. ) \..rn,•;re1/,;1tio11-

5 ~l \..,uurcl •• !:V ... ?!:u,all:• nu f1tO \'Uti to i.>aulJy , Du ? a ·Jt.:! Couuty, .;.n I llin-

Davia Cates, in Linden I i~1ti tes i clE> countv (Northeast of Oa vtmoor t ) , 

R 
ir, I linoi ~ ., • wl il.e Clarissa Eonnov ur,ci. 1.:Er hu!ilmnd, Orlan<.o h a.<:1< , 

i n Niles., i~ich i ganJ 1\maaa llonnc_~y e ,rentual.ly rotur11ea to Cortland, 

Net.' York.9 

B<:iwarcl Bonn~y ( h~ soldoni used H\<Ji l liam" as a rni udle nii~ ) , 

;mu t h li ttJ a !>,m<l o f friert:;s fr n1 Cn?"tlar.ct countv. t,et-; York , s o ttl-

north~r n part cf tnc stato of Ind iana, w st from Toledo - near the 

Little I::l!'hnrt. rive r I about ti.(", t.d.lo;; c-.nst of p r esent - dny Br i5tol, 
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ANALYSIS OF ABSTRACT OF TITLE 

of Wesy half of NE quarter of 

Section 30 in Twp. 38 N R 7 E. 

Transactions No. 6 through No. 10 appear to be most spurious. In the first 
instance, land, that Bonney purchased for $600, was sold within t-o years 
for $3500, and another year later re-purchased for $10,000. 

Granted, there might have been a local land-bpom: two years 
later Bonney sold this parcel of land again for $10,000; yet, Chas. M. 
Smith sold the same tract another year later, for only $3000, and the 
same tract sold another year later for $1000. The lawsuit in a court of 

equity was settled in 1846 at a consideration of $500. 

Transactions No. 8 and No. 9 are the most spurious of them all. 
Although Bonney sold his land to John Adams on August 4th, 1842, it was 
not recorded until November 18th; the very day this was recorded, John Adam 
s hastened to grant E.M.Chamberlain a power-of-attorney, and had it rec­
orded the next day. Yet, two months and three weeks after Bonney sold his 
land to John Adams, and had no legal control or title over it, he already 
had given a deed to Chas. M. Smith in transaction No.9, while technically, 
E.M.Chamberlain was still in lawful possesssion of the land by virtue of 
the power-of-attroney granted him by John Adams; besides there is no rec­
ord of Edward Bonney having repurchased the land from the holder of the 
power-of-attorney, E.M.Chamberlain. Yet, Edward Bonney had already sold the 
land to Chas. M. Smith, by the date of the deed. Then, the deed, that Edw­
ard Bonney gave Chas. M. Smith, dated October 25th,1842, in transaction 
No.9 , was not recorded until 13 months later. Intthe last transaction, (No. 
10), John Adams had recorded a deed, that did not even exist, as the date 
of recording was August 22, 1843, while the date of the deed was September 
8, 1843. 

Scrutinizin~ the above, Edward Bonney sold half interest in his 
land to Chas. M. Smith in 1838; and the remaining half in 1839: the same 
Chas. M. Smith re-sold Bonney this tract a year later. Bonney then _sold 
it to John Adams, John Adams transferred it to E.M.Chamberlain by the pow­
er-of-attorney; and in an unexplained way Bonney regained control or title 
to the land, only to sell it again to Chas. M. Smith, who, in turn, sold it 
back to John Adams. 

There are t5o explanajions possible : there is no proof to eith­
er• of them, but legal common sense dictates them both : 1) Bonney had, 
for all eventualities, Erepared in advance, pre-dated deeds, in collusion 
with two of his cronies, Chas. M. Smith and John Adams, and when, he would 
have had a court-jodgment attach or lien or mortgage his property, he hast­
ened to have a fictitious sale recorded to frustrate the execution of such 
judgments. Or, 2), Bonney, when arrested in 1842 on xqhe [Indiana] count­
erfeiting indictment, in order to be bailed out, had to find a person with 
sufficient money or property to stand behind the legal recognizance requ­
ired by the court to stand behind the bail [and apprently was at a loss 
to find such a person], he fictitiously "sold" his land at a grossly infl­
ated price, to make it appear before the court, that his bail had, at 
least, say, $10,000 worth of land. 

· One thing we know for sure : we know, that Bonney, very definit­
ely, intended sometime in his life to return to Bonneyville, and settle 
there for good. This is proven by the fact that Bonney, in his selling, 
wheeling-dealing land, exempted and reserved 5½ acres of land, which never 
chang~d hands y and had it not been for a delinquent tax forfeiture, it, 
even p today, r still would be in Bonney's name. Bonney, eventually, realiz­
ed his goal : return to Bonneyville, he did; if not in this world, he did 
so in the hereinafter. © rrancis Adam van Dan s \~Go 

6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. J \l l 
.Fridley, Minnesota 55421 



Abstract of Title to the fol l owing Real Estate in Elkhart County , State 

of Indiana , to-wit: Commencing at the South-west corner of the West half 

of the North-east 1/4 Section 30 Township 38 North , Range 7 East; thence 

North along said West line 60 rods; thence East about 22 rods to the cent­

erof the highway; thence in anOrth - easterly direction a l ong the center of 

the highway to where the said highway intersects the East line of the 

said West half; thence South to the South-east corner of said West hali; 

thence West to the place of beginning; Also the West hal f of the East 
half of the North-east 1/4 of said Section, Township and Range; except 

the following land heretofore sold off of the above described land : 

5 1/2 Acres out of the Southeast corner of the first described tract and 

about 8 acres off of the West side of the first described tract; also 8 

acres off of the South end of the last described tract; l eaving 60 Acres 

more or less. The 5 1/2 acres first above excepted is described as foll­
ows . 

·com. [mence ] at S.E . cor. [ner] of said w 1/2 thence w. 7 chains; 

thence North 7 chains to the Little Elkhart River; thence East along said 

river to East line said lot; thence South to the place of beginning; 

the second excepted tract is fully described in No . 56 of the i ollowing 
Abstract. 

Compiled January 19th , 1903. 

------- ......,,,u:-n--.i,....,t,-e- a----=s-:-t-a..,.t_e_s _____ __ _ 

to 

George Roudebush 

No .1. 
Tract Book B, page 152; By Certif ic­
ate of Entry March 12, 1832; Descr­
iption : W ½ of N.E . ¼, Section 30, 
Township 38 North, Range 7 East : 
80 acres . 

Note : Patent Deed for above land is not recorded in this County . 
I No.2. 

Geor ge Roudebush 
and wife Susannah 

. to 
1 Lewis M. A verson 

Lewis M. Alverson 
and wife Emeline 

to 
Edward Bonney 

Riward Bonney 
and wife Maria s. 

to 
Charl es M. Smith 

----------------------
Deed Record No. 3, Page 120; By Warraniy 

Ceed,Sept . 17 , 1836;Recorded Nov.8,1836; 
Consideration : $275 . 00; Conveying the 

land described in No. 1 above . 

No. 3. --------------- -------
Deed Record 3, Page 50 2; By WarrantyDeed 
Feb . 10 , 1837;Recorded May 24, 1 837;Consid­
eration : $600.00; Conveying the land 
described in No . 1 above. 

No. 4 . ----------------------
Deed Record 5, Page 267;By Warranty Deed; 
Nov . 9,1838;Recorded :Nov.10 , 1838; Consid­
eration: $2000 . 00;Conveying equal undivid­
ed½ of the land described in No . 1 above; 

reserving in the Southeast corner of said lot 5 acres & 96 rods commencing at the 
South- east corner stake and running thence West 7 chains thence North_? chains( 
thence East and on the bank of the Littl e Elkhart River to the East line of said 
lot; thence South to the p l ace of beginning. 



@ Francis Adam van Dan 
634Z Baker Avenue, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 JUt 8 1966 
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[Abstract] Page -2-

Edward Bonney 
No. 5. ____________________ _ 

and wife Maria s. Deed Record 5 Page 438;By WarrantyDeed 
Feb.l,1839;Recorded March 4 , 1839;Consid-

to eration: $1500 . 00; Conveying as follows: 
Charles M. Smith Part of thew½ of N.E.¼ Sec. No.30 in 

Town.38 N. R. 7 E . commencing at the North-east coner stake of said lot and running 
thence South to the channel of the Little Elkhart River; thence w. a l ong the chan­
nel of said stream 7 chains; thence South to the South line of said lot;thence West 
to the SW corner stake; thence N. to the NW corner or half- mile stake on~ the N. 
line of said Section; thence E. along said line to the place of the beginning; cont· 

aining 75 acres . I 
No. 6. ________________ _, _ __ _ 

Ellh<ax«xRSHHH~ Chas . M. Smith 

to 

~&RRxA«ama Edward Bonney 
[Civil condition of granter not stated] 

Deed Record 6 Page 329;By WarrantyDeed 
March l , 1840;Recorded Oct . 29 , 1840;Consid 
eration $10,000.00;Conveying all the 
land described in No. l above. 

_ _ _ ___________________ No . ? . ____________________ _ 

Edward Bonney 

to 

John Adams 
[ Civil condition of gr an tor not stated] 

Deed Record 7 page 343;By WarrantyDeed 
Aug . 4 , 1842;Recorded: Nov . 18 , 1842;Consid­
eration: $10,000 . 00;Conveying the l and 
described in No. 1 above other land . 

------------------- --- No . 8 . _______ _____________ _ 
John Adams 

to 

Deed Record 7 Page 344;By Power of At t­
orney;Nov.18 , 1842; Recorded:Nov . 19 ,1842; 
Granter constituting and appoint ing 

E.M . Chamberl ain grantee as his true and l awful attorney 
~ XKHX~ X&KX~ KXHXKH«XSRiXXXHHXiKH«XKS X~RSEX a amXXRXMS &H~ XUSKiSX~iKEHXKH~XSXRK~XXS X 

for him and in his place and stead to 
grant , bar gain and sell the land as described in No . 1 above but at a price not 
less than$ 1000 . 00 and in his name, place and stead sign , seal , and del iver to 
such purchaser o r purchasers good and sufficient deed or deeds as well as he mi ght 
do if per sonall y p r esent. Confir ming all the acts of his said at t o r ney. 

. I 
No . 9. :.--- - ------------------- --- ------------ ---- ---

Edward Bonney 
& wife, Maria s. 

to 
Charles M. Smith 

Deed Record 7 Page 350;By War rantyDeed; 
Oct . 25,1842;Recorded : Nov.23,1843;Consid­
e r ation: $10 , 000 . 00;Conveying the land 
described i n No. 1 above , except 5½acres 
out of the S . E. corner of said lot . 

No . 10. -------- ---------- ---- -------------------- ----
Charl es M. Smi th 

to 

John Adams 

[Civil conditi on of g r anter not stated] 

Deed Record 8 Page 51 0;By Quitcl aimDeed 
Sept . 8 , 1843;Recor ded Aug.22, 1843;Consi d ­
eration: $3000.00; Conveying the l and 
described in No. 1 above with the excep­
tion as in No . 9 . above . 

[Note by F.A . van Dan: it is, however, known f rom t he next , (No . 11} entr y that 
- - John Adams hel d the land jointly with h i s wife , named Eliza ] . 

@ Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. JUL 8 19n6 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 
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Francis Adam van -Oan 
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 
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Nobody in this country, or, for that matter, anywhere else, knows the 
last years , months, weeks and days of Edward Bonney ' s death . Cf. this 
here below information with the last lines of para One of p. xviii of the 
"Introduction" by Dr. Philip D.(Dillon) Jordan,(Prof. of History at our 
University of Minnesota)to the 1963 re-edition of The Banditti q_.f_ the 
Prairies (Km~«m• Norman [Ok la.] ; Univ . of Oklahoma Press : 1963 ). 

PLEASE TREAT THIS INFORMATION ABSULUTELY AS CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL I 
PUBLISH MY PAPER ft! 

Some notes on Edward Wi lliam Bonnev 's militarv service . 
***********************************~**********~********** 

A gray-haired Edward Bonney, at the age of 55 , enlisted in the service of 
his civil war-to~n country, in Chicago, on August 1 8 , 1862. He signed up 
as a private, for three years, before a Captain John. s. Williams. Bonney 
was mustered into Company "G" [George ] of the 127th Illinois Infanrty 
Volunteer Regiment, on October 22, 1862 , by a Captain Barri. 

His regiment left for the Miss isippi river campaign, but Bonney 
stayed in the Chicago area, as, on November 9, 1862, Bonney was detailed 
by order of Col. John Van Airnan, to serve under Lieutenant William Warner , 
at Camp Douglas [Chicago], to pursue and arrest absentees and deserters 
from the 127th Illinois Regt ., and escort them to Young's Point, Louisi­
ana, where his regiment then was. On January 26, 1863 Lieutenant Warner 
and p rivate Bonney l eft Chicago to r ejoin their regiment. On their journey 
down the Missisippi, on board the steamship C.E.Hillman, between Cairo 
[Illinois], and Memphis [Tenn.], Bonney, an enlisted man, excluded from 
the ship's cabin, had to sleep out on the "guards" [of the paddlewheels ] 
and in the severe weather, contracted a violent head-cold, "which settled 
in his head and finally gathered and broke discharging .... • ... from his 
left ear" reported Lieut. Warner, from Walnut Hills, Miss. , on 7/2/ 
1863. With his regiment for the next five months, but sickly and unfit 
for service , he was sick furloughed beginning July 1 863 to Chicago, his 
home. 

As his regiment was part of the "bi g push" at Visksburg, in 
pursuance of General Order No . 65 of 1862, he was ordered to report back 
at his unit on October 19, 1863; but Bonney never made it: en route from 
Cairo to Memphis , he had to be admitted to the U.S.Marine Hmspital at 
St . Louis, Mo., on about October 21, 1863, and was ordered discharged 
from the service of the Army of the United States by order of Gen. Clinton 
B. Fisk, in St. Louis, on December 23 , 1 863, for partial paral ysis of the 
lower extremities. Bonney was found unfit for service even in the Invalid 
Corps . 

After separati on (honorable discharge for d isal:ility) , he was 
sent home to Chicago, and arrived there sometime . around the 13th of January 
1864. He died on February 4, 1864. 

(Compiled from various documents at the U.S . GSA- Natl Archives, in their 
different Branches, and also , the records of the Adjutant-General' s Off­
ice, Illinois State Archives .) 
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Mrs . Juanita Brooks , 
34 6 Nor th Main Street , 
St . George , Utah 8477 0 

Dear Mrs . Brooks 

~ 

.:All y 11, 1966 
Francis Adam van Da~ 
University of Minnesota 4 
Graduate School. %q 

6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 5542l 

I I have here before me two of your letters, one from the 5th of 
May [after 11 p.m .] , and another one , mailed in the same envelope, dated 
May 6th . I want to thank you for both letters : they were both charming 
and enjoyable, and I responded to the philological ribbing, I took it in 
the spirit of good fellowship and raillery . But as long as we are on the 
subject of philology and semantics, may I here be forgiven, in correct­
ing you, Mrs. Brooks? The opening word of my letter to you of April 26th 
should read correctly "Ubiguitous" , which if I remember my Latin correctly 
derives from the Latin ubique, meaning ~everywhere~ therefore, ubiquitously 
Jeverywhere pervasively presen~; that is, by the time I wrote that letter 
to you, I had i!l!t. repeatedly had to apologize to you for answering your 
letters with some delay; viz . : auto-accident; my wife ' s dolecystectomy, 
etc . , thus , ubiquitous , in my usage though s i milar to your "everywhere -
present iflies, ants, sparrows , et c)'~ common forms of life; I used it in 
the "turning up everywh e re" denotation. 

Your suggesting obsequious, although correct, had not appealed 
to me, since the lat in '1seg uor, ~ ui secutus s u m1' verb to me means = to fol ­
low; ob-seq'd.Q.£. = to comply; and though in the archaic I could use it mean­
ing "prompt", another archaic meaning would rathe r be "servilely compliant"; 
yet , in my mind I ra t her associat e it with " dutifu l in manifesting towards 
the dead" , and t hus I discar ded it. 

I liked very much the witty adjective advocated by your son and 
the student of yours (who lived in your house) when referring to "your 
callipygian girl friend"; where"Calli"is a combinative form of the greek 

., ll«,«~~ [ kallos ] , and"pygtan" is formed from nur,{. [ p<fg~ ] ( the upsilon being 
1
!.:f • or " u " a sound similar t o Ubung i n German and hui tre in the French ) , which 

is the name of the statue of Venus of Delos. But I am told, that in modern 
American usage "callipygian" specifically refers to having shapely or fin­
ely developed .. . . ahhh . ... derri~re (? ) or buttocks •.. hm, to stay in the 
orbit separated from the Victorian unmentionables; or would the term "hip­
py" be more appropriate, though in the vernacular . 

Semantics a n d philology are a challenge to me , always. So, I 
rather enjoyed it . 

* * 

Now come my ubiquitous apologies. Apparently, this year, for us at 
least , must be in the auspices of hospitals; I just finished a short , ( a 
couple of days ' ) and a slightly longer stay in two of our local hospitals; 
nothing serious, but some diagnost i c work, that was classified as minor 
surgery. Besides that, I had to do some writing; finishing some mss., one 
one Clark (see para.3, of my letter to you of 9/28/65); and two mss . on 
Bonney. These are just temporary fa!~~ on the road to a complete biogr­
aphy on Bonney . Research - I enjoy; I also enjoy writin g, but only the 
way, e . g ., I am now wr i ting you; ex abrupto, intuitively; composing dir­
ectly into the typewriter. Writing a scholarly piece is a very painful 
process with me; I sweat blood, re-and-re-wri t ing all the time, revising 
up to the last minute . 

I am enclosing here a second draft of my ms. on Bonney in Indiana 
that is, before he got to Nauvoo, which I have submitted to the ~ndiana 
Historical Society form publication; this year they are celebrating the 
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sesquicentennial of the statehood of their Hoosier state; and are int­
erested in such material. I have also enclosed a typescript copy of a 
real - estate abstract of land owned by Bonney in Bonneyville; and a legal 
analysis to that abstract. [ I had had, some time ago, some correspondance 
with Dale Morgan , and his friend Colton Storm (now chief of the special 
co~tions of Newberry Library in Chicago), and we ended with a slight 
pique, or disagreement; they sort of told me that I lived too long with 
Bonney, and sort of manipulated facts to suit my imagination : and I offend 
edly replied that I am a new sort of a historian , who uses mathematical 
tools, such as probarnlity calculations, and Boolean geometry to test out 
in mathematical models the feasibility of theorems, when deadlocked; and, 
have I been deadlocked how often on Bonney; with my legal background I 
interpret facts, that other h istorians seem to be ( sorry to sound as I 
were conceited) total ignoramuses in. I wish Dr . Morgan had n::t been off­
ended , as he has a tremendous collection 0¥ contemporary newspaper refer­
ences on Bonney, and wished he could have and would have shared those with 
me - [which as mf this date he hasn't. ] So this legal analysis is vital 
to the Bonney - research on the make-up of Bonney ' s personality , and also, 
on the entire attempt to explain why he acted the way he did. Also, I inv ­
ite you , Mrs. Brooks, to look at the last lines of para One of page xviii 
of the "Introduction" by Dr. Philip D.(Dillon) Jordan to the latest edit ­
ion of Banditti of the Prairies (Norman [ Okla.] ; Univ . of Oklahoma,1963): 
Dr. Jordan is Prof.of History, here at Minnesota, and a member of the 
Pelzer Award Committee of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association. 
Then, look at the enclosed notes on Bonney's military service, that I have 
compiled - Ji.!!.:Lplease, treat it with the utmost confidential reserve! ! Then, 
I have also prepared, two topographical sketches on Bonney's landholdings 
in Bok neyville; I hope you don't mind, that they are hand-made, aS I made 
them especially for you : keep it in your files, it's only for you; not to 
be broadcast . But, if you agree with me, that I am indeed, a new kind of 
a historian, and maybe, you will pat me on my back, too, saying, that esp ­
ecially, for a Ph. D.-candidate, I am ahead of not only my contemporary, 
fellow Ph.D.-canddates, who, I have noticed, mostly deal in what on our 
campus they call "Mickey Mouse"-stuff research, that I am a superior schol 
ar to my own professor , Dr. Jordan; and you want to say so to some of your 
acquaintances, maybe, if you should for any reason have an opportunity to 
write to D~ Dale Morgan, and, having a suitable apropos, to say so, maybe, 
you will be able to convince him, I may yet hope that he'll turn over some 
of his information or references, and will describe them in one or sever­
al letters. I mean the ones he has collected referring to Edw. Bonney; and 
thus I ' ll have a better chance to improve the scope of my research; for 
all I know, I may have most or all; but it does not hurt to check them out 
maybe I might have overlooked one, or more . 

Anyhow, have fun reading the material here enclosed, for your 
person al use. 

I was fascinated by your description of the re - writing accompl­
ished in Thomas Nathaniel Brown's case. Yes , it was I from whom you learn­
ed that Tom Brown was the son of Alanson Brown; may I add another little 
tidbit? Alanson Brown is mentioned on pp . 180 - 1, vol.IV . of the Document­
ary History of the Church, and, also, on Monday, 13 . [July 1840) pp. 154, 
and 160 , vol. IV ., of££_• cit . , and, in addition , that Alanson Brown, in 
1847-49 was "serving his second term in the Alton ,[ Ill., ] Penitentiary;" 
cf. p.23 of the Bonney draft-ms. that I have mentioned to you so often. a 

Mrs. Brooks, on re: Nathaniel Tom Brown, in your letter of May 
5th, ~ou say, that you ran across him in the accounts of the Hodgtes­
tridis , and also found some material in Bonney ' s Banditti . In the matter 
of the Hodges' brothers ' trial ( pp .36-8, Banditti) , Bonney states, that 
he was in~ harge of conducting the examination of the arraigriees, the ind­
ictment and taking testimony of witnesses - while Record "C" of Common 
Law, in the District Court , at Burlington, Iowa, dis~ i ~~tly states , that 
Hawkins Taylor, Esq. ,of Lee County, Commissioner was appointed to take 
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(Please excuse me, Mrs. Brooks, for this writing paper , but I just ran out 

" . of writing bond-paper, all I have left, is some heavy Bristol and Moist-
rite" Bond) 

. . .... testimony of defendants' witnesses . In the ms. Bonney stated that sheriff 
Estes offered a $500 . - reward for the arrest of Tom Brown , while, in the 
book, Bonney says, that he was legally authorized to offer such a reward 
(p.40 , Banditti) . Then, also, Bonney says that "Mes srs. Hall and Mills, of 
Burlington , Iowa,"were the Hodges 1 attorneys; (p . 47, op . cit.), and again 
on p. 55; tQe Bur lington City Directory of that epoch~nd the one of 1874 
lists a Jonathan C. Hall , an attorney from the firm of Hall and Baldwin; 
and Edward H. Stiles, in his Recollections and Sketches of Notable Lawyers 
and Public Men of Early Iowa, etc.,(Des Moines : The Homestead Publ. Co.: 
1916) lists on p. 250, Jonathan C. Hall, indeed a notable lawyer of that 
city; and Frederick D. Mills ( p.302 ), who were together, in 1857, chosen, 
as members of a committee in convention, to frame a new constitution for 
Iowa, but they were never law-partners, rat her on opposite sides. Bonney, 
in addition, is contradictory : William and Stephen Hodges were hanged on 
July 1 5, 1845; Irwine (or Ervine) Hodges was killed "JJ1ysteriously" in Nau­
voo, a "few days rmfterwards", and Amos Ho dges "was forced to seek s.afety 
in flight" -from Brigham Young (p.56) . Yet, on pp. 55 and 158 Bonney nar­
rates that a robbery [ of a Mormon, named Beach ] "was planned by Amos Hodges" 
and that it was "abt. the 25th of the month". Well, did Amos Hodgges flee, 
or didn ' t he? And if he did,[which we know he did] how in the Sam Hill, 
could he , within less than ten days afterwards, plan a robbery? But Bonney 
is more d iscrepant , when on the same subject (on p. 56), h e thus relates 
the attempt of robbing Beach : 11 Thereupon, as was the custom among the Mor­
mons , .•.• Amos took counsel with Brigham Youn g. Rhether Brigham favored 
the p~oposed robbery or not is not known , as Amos was forced to seek saf­
ety in flight about this time, after being bailed by William Smith and 
Ripley". On the other hand the Bonney draft-ms. reads thus on p. 31 
"Amos Hodges was arrested in Nauvoo charged with two robberies (about the 
same time as Ervine Hodges was killed near the residence of Brigham Young) 
and gave as bail Wm. Smith and Alanson Ripley . Latter gave him money and 
a horse and helped him escape." Alanson Ripley was bishop of the High Coun ­
cil of Iowa, he moved to Nauvoo in 1840 ( p .154, vol.IV.,Doc . Hist.of the 
Church);Alanson Ripley was also Nauvoo City surveyor in 1843 (p.27~ vol. 
V., ~ · cit . ); also mentioned as "one of the firm brethren 11 (p . 87, vol . IV . , 
£.E.·Cit . ); Alanson Ripley , sergeant - major, 2nd cohort, Nauvoo Legion,(p.355 
vol.VI . , £.E.· cit.) . On page 48 of Banditti , Bonney says ( in para 3) that 
Lydia Hodges was the wife of Amos Hodges , yet , on p . 1 89 , vol. IV. of the 
Doc. Hist of the Church it is stated, that Lydia Hodges was the wife of 
~-)ElderCurtis Hodges. More on the Hodges family . Amos was the oldest 
Hodges -boy, says Bonney, and many others; but, Chas. Kelly and Hoffman 
Birney , in Holy Murder, The Story of PorterRockwell (New YOrk:Minton, 
Balch & Co. ,1934), on page 74 say, that Erwi ne was the oldest. Who was 
Elder Curtis Hmdges? Their father? and a Mrs . Campbell,Iunderstand, she 
was the Hodges brothers' sister? Ex- Elder Ctrtis Hodges was cut4 -off from 
the Church (p.350, vol.V., Doc . Hist. of the Church.).If my understanding 
is correct, the Hodges h ad nothing to do,as relations, with Abraham C. 
Hod~. Am I correct? 

Now for a short go at the Reddings. Return Jackson Redding and 
William H. Redding were brothers; George Grant Redding was the "Old Grant" 
Redding , Bonney keeps on referring to; who was Harrison Redd ing?(p .71, 
Banditti); and who was Hyrum Redding, of Ogle county,Ill . , who saw a rev­
elation - contrary to Mormonism ?(p.290, vol.V.,Doc. Hi st . of the Church) . 

I just hoped to throw these in, maybe to help you with your 
quest on the Hodges b ~others , and Nathaniel Tom Brown. More on Edward Wm. 
Bonney. I note from the last para, og page One of your lett:r of May 5th 
and the second page, first para, & ff . when you say :~Now this soun~ed so 
much like the story of John C. Bennett that I found it hard to believe 
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the Prophet would be taken in a g ain within a year by another pseudo conv­
ert, at least to the point of making him head of the Legion. I'm glad to 
have found even as much about him as I have. He certainly was t g ere and 
among the group during the last weeks - -perhaps months of Joseph ' s life - " 

Even before you penned these l ines, I already have begun to 
critically re - examine all the evidence on Bonney, and - as I told of my 
methodADr . Dale Morgan - beg~n to retreat from my previous point only to 
that much , that was defensibk by the available documentation . 1) Amasa 
Bonney, Edward William Bonney ' s senior brother is mentioned in the Journ­
al History of Januar y 4,1837, as being a memberof the Kirtland Safety Soc­
iety; on March 6, 1838 he was disfellowshipped (not excommunicated) from 
the Church; however, he was reinstated to full fellowship because the Times 
and Seasons of April 15,1843 shows him as an Elder and missionary for the 
Church in Caroline Depot, Tompkins County, N.Y.(p. 167, lee . cit.). I have 
also found an Illinois State militia comm i ssion issued f;;-t~Nauvoo Leg­
ion of first lieutenant of the Second Company,First Battalion,Second Reg­
iment, Fi s st Cohort from July 3, 1841 to Amasa Bonney; and another, appoint 
ing him as sergeant-major of the First Cohort, from June 6, 1842 . In the 
Church records at Salt Lake, a baptism for the dead, for one Melinda Bon­
ney (Edward William's niece), done in Nauvoo in 1841, at the instance of 
Amasa Bonney - has been found: also another by a Be tsy Green(e), for a 
Levi Bonney, who was her grandfather: my research turns out that she was 
Betsey S.(Sofia ) Bonney , married Green(e), daughter of Heman Bonney(699a), 
daughter of Edward Bonney ( 580) - not my man - , and great-granddaughter 
of Levi Bonney(496) . I have also come across some 1850 ( Illinois)Federal 
censuses; and here I cite from them: 

In 1850, in Jo Daviess county, Elizabeth village (Edward W. Bon­
ney himself says he'd been to Galena , which is in the same county) were: 
(cousin) Fanny Bonney, a g e 62, born in New Hampsh i re; George Bonney,phys ­
ician, 30 , born in Pennsylvania, Mar Bonne , 18, born in Illino i s ; Sash ­
elle, Fanny , age 7 , born in Ill., and cousin Emeline Bonney 625 , age 23, 
born in Penna . Thus, this family arr i ved in Illinois between 1827 and 
1832. 

In Mason County , in 1850 (two counties East of Nauvoo), page 150A, 
lines 8-12 shows George A. Bonney, 40 , farmer,born New York; Sarah G. Bon ­
ney, 35, born New Hampshire; Margaret B . Bonney , 9, born Ohio; Ophelia 
Bonney 4, born Illinois; Charles M. Bonney 2, born Illinois; thus : they 
must have moved to Illinois before 1846, but after 1841; probably on Edw­
ard Bonney's invitation , otjencouraged by his successes. 

In Vermillion county, Ill . (on the Indiana- Illinois state line) p. 
278A, lines 24-32: Jas . Bonney,farmer,38;Rosanna Bonney 15;Bethalyn Bonney, 
12; Lucy Bonney,9; Sarah Bonney 5, born in Illinois;John Bonney 8; Ryan 
Rinard, 22 farmer,22; Lethia Rinard 17; Marianna Rinard, 42; all the others 
born in Ohio - thus : they moved to Illinois after 1842, but not later 
than 1845, when Edward W. Bonney was still a LDS in good standing. 

Adams county, South Ward, Quincy: page 256B, lines 39-40 show 
Asa Bonney, 45 carpenter; and Adaline, his wife, 43 : lines 41 & 42 show 
Joseph E. Bonney, farmer, 20, and Elizabeth Bonney 20; all of them natives 
of New York. 

----- The above ones are relatives of Wales B. Bonney, see pp.771-2 in 
vol.II. ,of Dale L. Morgan ' s Overland in 1846. 

In Sangamon county (Springfield is there), we have Benjamin 
Bonney , farmer,35, his wife, Nina, 27 , and Dwight and Emma, 7 and 3,but 
they all came after 1847 - so we may disregard them for our purposes. 

La Salle county, Town of Earl (Ottawa is in this county) enumer­
ated the following of Bonney's relations in 1850 : Charles S. Bonney,farrn­
er 43, born N.Y.; Rachael (wife) , 43 , born N.Y.; Mary Bonney 19 ; Ann Bon­
ney 17; Jane Bonney 15; George Bonney 12, Samuel Bonney 10 ; all from N.Y . 
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nativi ty, except Alvin Bonne y, 2 y s . old, born in Illinois i nd i cate s t ha t 
t his family of c o u sins came from New Yo rk aft er 1840, but before 1 848 . 

Ca ss county ( 2 counties a way from Adams Co.) enumerates on p . 20A , be t w. 
l ines 4 - 10 ( Mi s s ) Li l l i s C. Bonney , a s choolteacher, 23 yrs. o l d, dau ght. 
o f Nat han i el Bonney( 6 7 8 ) , g randdaughter of Nathan iel Bonney ( 56 1 ) . 

Fulton c oun ty ( 2 counties away from Hanco ck , n e xt to McDon ough Co . ) , i n 
t he town of Utick, l i sts p . 33 4 A, l i nes 5-7, Geogre Bonney 26 cooper, h i s 
wife, Cynthia A. Bonney, 26, and Es t he r P . Bonney, 1 y r s old, and a nati ve 
o f I llino is , while he r pare nt s came fro m Ohio, and also relati ves of Dr. 
Da le L. Morgan 's Wa les B. Bonney, came t o Il linoi s a r ound 1 840 , and no t 
l a t er tha n 1849. 

Monroe county , Reyn o l ds p rec i nct,(abt. 20 mi . sout h of St . Louis,Mo . ,) on 
p. 3A, line s 37 - 40 y~elds this mos t int ere stin g in forma t ion: Phillip C . 
Bon n ey , 41 e n g ineer , bor n - Monroe county, I llinoi s ; h i s wi fe, Nan cy 30 , born 
Union Co . , Illino i s , Lyman Bonne y 5 , born Ran d olph co . , Illino i s a nd 
J o h n R. Bonney, 2, born Monroe Co . , I llinois - h e re ' s an en tirely I l linois ­
- born Bonney f ami ly , a n d r e lated to o ur Edwar d 1-1. Bonn ey ! ! ! 

Now , let's g o bac k t o t he second para of page 4 o f this l e t te r . b ut before 
I d o s o, let me c on clude th e a b o ve, say in g that as you c a n see, Ill i nois 
a n d Mormondorn ( Nauvoo an d t he outlying settl ements) were teemin g with 
Bonney-s , a n d many of th em LD S-s !! ! Th ere should be no do ubt at a ll t hat 
" Bonney was t he r e" , a nd t hou g h he apostatized, he was be t ween 1 84 2 - 1 8l~6 a 
Saint h i mse lf. So, what I was say in g i n para 2 , p age 4 , was that I am r e­
t reati ng. I have come across rosters of N~uvoo Ci t y Council rosters f or 
t he years 1 8 41- t hru 18 4 5, and had not found Bonney ' s name lis t ed as a 
City Councilman . 
The next one i s a p uzzler, too.Journal entry o f 1,une 1 8, 1 8 44, page 500,vol 
VI . , of the Journal f-t is t ory me nt i ons i n t he Pr op~ att • s words that he app ­
o int e d Cdward Bo n ney h i s aide-de -c amp ; no rank is mentioned t o g o wi t h t he 
a ppointment. Howev e r , a b ill f or a n ordin an c e organizing t he Nauvoo Le g ­
ion was int roduced by the Prophet and passed f' ebruary 8, 1 841 ( His tory of 
t he e hurch , vol . V., p.294 ), Secti on 3 says there can be b ut on e Lieutenan t 
Genera l - and that was J oseph, and la t e r, Br i gh am Young . Sec tion 4 of this 
o rdin an ce states that among the s t aff of the Lieut . -Ge neral shal l b e t wo 
principal a i des-de-camp, with the rank of Co l onels of Cav a lry . Th is t hen 
would be the rank of Bonney, if he was one of them . The same Section 4 
t hen speaks of twelve a ides-de-c a mp , wi t h t he ra~k of Capta in of I nfant ry . 
The puzzler is the f ol lowing entry from t h e Prop{Ht.t 's j ourna l as cited i n 
t he Doc. Hi s t. of the Chu rch , vol . V. ,p.364 , " 18 t h April 1 943: '' . . . . . S i gn ­
ed an appoi,ntment to John F . Cowan of S hokoqu on; as one of my ai d,#es-de­
aamp , a s a lieute nant-general o f the Nau voo Le gi on an d aonversed lllith 
him . .. u How do you explain this? Mr. ( t o you Br other ) A. (Anto ine) Wi l l ­
i am Lund , Ass t . Church His tori a n s ays ' ' I t h i nk the word i n g .. . s hou l d 
re a d '' I s i gned, as a Lieut enant-Genera l of t he ~auvoo Le g i on , an appo i n t ­
men t t o John F. Cowan of Shokoq uon as one o f my aid es-de-camp and convers ­
e d with h im . .. " - but th a t's Mr . Lund's op i n ion . 

* 
Following is an exce r p t f r om Bonney's d r af t -ms .( f r om pp . 6 t h r u 16 : 
11 

• • • • On the arri v a i of Gov. Ford at Carthage and a ft e r enquirin g in t o the 
cause of the difficulty [the Expos itor-case ] he .c;ent a liesanger to Nauvoo 
Requestin g Gen~ Smith t o send t wo or t hr ee d i scr ee t per sons to Carth ­
a ge to aon f e r wi th him upon the Subjea t of the Existing d i ffiaultys,Genl 
Smith Reques t ed me t o go to Carthage in Comp any wi t h Dr. Be r nhis7,e and -
J ohn Taylor whiah I complie d with . . . . . u To th i s, Mr. A. Wm . Lund replied 
citing p . 576, vol . VI., J une 26 , 1 844 " Ten minutes to 9 (AM) " , Jour nal ent r y 
sta t ing t h at while John Taylor a r riv ed t o Car thage on June 25th, Bonney in 
t he c ited context appears onl y on t he 26th . To wh ich I reply i n t h e fol l -
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ow i ng manner : this is a good, controversial issue, confusing, because of the 
tumultous volume of travel and motion involved. A Friday, June 21st,1844,after 
"4 p . m. 11 entry in Doc . Hist . of the Church, on p.522,vol . VI.,narrates : "when Dr. 
J.M.Bernhisel,Counc i lor John Taylor,and Dr. Willard Richards were appointed by 
the Counc i l to return with the express to the Governor at Carthage, and carry 
said affidavits with the following letter : .... ", and then , 11 •• • Messrs.Taylor 
and Bernhisel went accordingly , but Dr . Richards tarried to prepare add i tional 
document s . . . 11 

; S at . , June 2 2 : le t t er of th e Prop he t t o Gov . Ford ,(pr i nt e d on pp . 5 2 5 -
527, vol . VI . ,Doc.Hist.of the Church)was sent to Carthage 11 ••• by Lucien Woodworth 
who was delegat ed to go in place of Dr. Richards . He started at noon in company 
with Squire Woods of Burlington .. 11 ( pp . 527,vol.VI.,~. cit .). Sat.,22 June 1844-
(cont ' d in ~ . cit. ) "at 1 0 p . m. I rece i ved the following letter by the hands 
of Captain Yates,who accompan i ed E l der John Taylor and Dr . John W. Bernhisel on 
their return from Carthage .. 11 ( p . 553 , vol . VI . ,op . cit. ) To my mind,that means that 
John Taylor and Dr . Bernhisel had already » returned to Nauvoo from t his mission 
to Carthage the next day;and if Bonney went wi t h them,he was back i n Nauvoo,too 
Now , they had their interview with the Go vernor ( Chapt . VI I. ,p . 75 , vo l. VII . ~.ci~J 
on June 22,1844 . Inc i dentally,this one - day trip was not John Taylo r 's and Dr . 
Bernhisel ' s alone; i t was quite an equipage , quite a ret i nu~ that s trav elled, v iz . : 
Capt . Yates of Gov. Ford ' s staff came to Nau v oo with Col.Elam Freeman anq a Mr. 
Bartlett on the 21.st, ( refs . p . 71 , vol.VII. , & pp . 520,533,vol.VI.op.cit . );they left 
Nauvoo around 7p . m. on the 21s t: John Tay lor,Dr . Ber nhisel, [ Bonneyr,-capt . Yates, 
Col.Elam Fr eeman and Mr . Bart lett;and they arr i ved at Carthage at abt . 11 p . m.~n 
the ~ 22nd, Sat . , they had their interv i ew with the Gov. - as said above and at 
10 p . m. Capt . Yates,JohnTay l o r and [Bonney ) were back in Nauvoo,with Col . Geddes 
( p.577 , vol . VI . ~.cit. ). While in Carthage at Artois Hamilton ' s Inn took place 
the Daniel Garn - Francis Higbee night incident.Ori g i nally I int e n ded to discount 
Bonne ' s a lle ed a rtici a tio n in t h i s mission t o Cartha e , but rereading it,it 
made sense , Doc.Hist . of the Church , vol.VII, ? .71 - 72 , as John Taylor and Dr.Bern­
hisel retire~ theirroom,a description is given that they occupied an inside 
two - bed room; but it also says that 11 The doc tor and I Dohn Taylor) occupied one 
bed 11 . Why? Why would t wo fully - grown people, in a two - bed r oom sleep in one bed 
and leave the other vacant , and be uncomfortable? May I tell you why?Because 
Edward W. Bonney was in the other bed , and as he was six foot tall with that 
frame he needed a bed all by himself,except some palooka, a tyro editor,expung ­
ed Bonney ' s name and person,but forgot t o put John Taylor into the other bed . 
And then the above incident ( p.71 ) "believeing this to be a ruse to g iwx get 
me out alone,and that some violence was intended .. 11 Memento! J ohn Taylor does 
not say,as in other accounts "to separate us 11 -, which with Bonney around would 
make no sense , as this would leave Bonney and Dr.Bernhisel in the room,John 
Taylor distinctly said 1

' •• • to get me out [of the room] alone .. ", re g ardless that 
there were two in the room . 

On page 5 I retreated from Bonney having been a Lieut . -Genl, and member of the 
City Council, b ut he still must h ave been mi ghty important, in view of the ab­
ove . What makes Bonney's narrative-in spite of h is lies and fab r ications- so 
cred i ble to me, are the little irrelevant detai l s that require one knoWi. ng 
them to have been intimately acquainted with the principals,details that woul d 
make absolutely no sense to invent, viz . :(p . 19 of Bonney ' s draft-ms .) .. . 11Will­
ard Richards,who was also in Gaol with the Smiths and Taylor escaped unhurt 
Exce p t t hat t he tip of his left ear was shot off by a Musket Ball. . . 11 This a g ­
rees verbatim wi t h p . 619 , vol.VI . of Doc . Hist . of the Church; also with p.297,vol. 
VI I ( 1 8 5 7) of De s ere t N e w s , 11 H i s tor y ~Jo s e p h Sm i t h 11 

• Ye t , Bonney w ro t e th i s 1 0 
years before the DeseretNews art i cle, and much before B.H . Roberts "edited 11 the 
Doc.Hist . of the Church.What d o you thi nk now , Mrs . Brooks? Let me hav e your 
views on t h i s , p l ease ! 

In a few days I shall be l eaving f or a mon th ' s v aca tion and r esear ch tou r 
i n Massachusetts ; should you answer before August 15th , p l e a se addr ess it t o 
me, in care of Mrs . Elizabet h Gu ndr y, 2 Ly n xhol m Court , Hy annis , Massachusetts , 
02601

· r think I suppl ied you with a good mont hs ' r eading now . Good l uck to u s 
both , cor dially ~ - -~ 

~ a.\.~~ 
Francis Adam van Dan 





De ar t-•r . Vi'\nDan , 

'-t, . C,cor r;e , ll t s h 
,Tu J.:v 18 , 1966 

A lette r from vc-11 haR cor1P to be soMethinp; o f c-1n exnerience ! 
A pl eesant one , J shou)d field . Hut thi e !"'lornin[" I ' l l hc> ve to 
ma ke My ari: vier r at} i- r brii-f , if I can . So meti111efi the n ae Line 
RetF out of hc1nd . 

Cne of the- quote t ions \"hj ch dc'lteF. ba ck e ---,rl iPs t in my li fe i s , 
"Be c a ref,11 of wor<'IR , ,,v d;c rl:Scnp; , for l"OrdR a re wo ·1rler+'ul tid.no·s . · •• 
ri o t ' e h o.i' s ,fon t toC'k the ' ehster ' <> Dj_cU.0•1pr y Ht i ts r-hortesr. 
b e st ,.,hen j t C'H~ J.0ci " c a l ] iwyd.Rn 11 --hAvir. P- shf1:ely __ h_~1 tto c k s . 

rn t he o t her hPrl d I recAll sni-nkinv of a ne r son J k new as queer , 
•11eF1ninl" nec1'1 i ar 0r PCCPritric , o r n o n - convfrnt ional . I wan cav f"h t 
ll qharnJy by a lR~:V n rPRent wh n t old ~e that in t h• ea8t that 
n,ra ~~r ht>cl aco11ired an entir ely cU f fe r e n t conno l,R tion , c1n d 
t-1i.,1 1·•P11-hr0rl n<'on1e <ironnP<'I it fr() l"I t he i r v o c;:i h11lc-1 ry . 



-8-

rebid, on recommendation of the Finance Committee , and t he University 
of Utah Press has taken over the contract at the price of the Alphabet 
Company bid . 

It was suggested a letter should come from the Board to the First Presi­
dency to thank them for the use of the Assembly Hall for the meeting of 
t he Utah Heritage Foundation . Mr. Iverson so moved, and Mrs . Jensen 
seconded . The motion was passed unanimously and the secretary was 
ordered to do so. 

Mr. Iverson asked for a motion on the adoption of Dr. Cooley' s report . 
Mrs, Brooks moved the adoption , and Mrs. Jensen seconded the motion, 
which was passed unanimously . 



Mrs . Juanita Br ooks , 
346 North Mai n Street , 
Sai nt Geor ge , Utah 8 477 0 

near Mr s . Brooks 

October 30, 1 966 
Francis Adam van Dan. 
University of Min neso:a 
r.r.n11•t~ !s~hool. 

6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 

Thank you for your l etter of Jul y 18 th . My acknowledgement 
of your mi ss ive is qui te timely; only four-and- a-half months i n the 
coming . For g ive , Mrs . Brooks , wi ll you p l ease ? And thank you for t he 
wishes c onveyed i n your July 1 8t h l e tte r f or a happy va c ati on and r es­
earch tour . We had one . A wonder f ul one . 

Remember, l as t Februa ry , when I had my a uto-accident , I tol d 
you that my car was a total wr e c k; I couldn ' t afford t o buy e ven a · beat­
up old j a l opy , so my mot her hel ped me out [ she ' s t he Mr s . Gund r y t o 
whose care you addr essed your l etter i n Hyannis , Mass . ] and gave me a 
new car . No t wanting t o brag , I d ~d not t ~Jl_you t hat she gave me a 
Lincoln Continent al . And a conve rtib l e :U~Wcll, we n icknamed "her " 
the U. S . S . Iowa , (t he battleshi p ) ; she i s t ha t l ong And we i ghs o ver two 
t ons . What this amounts to , i s 1 that it was r eally easy d riving . 

My wife , and o ur two daught ers d i d no t l eave o n time , as s c hed­
uled , on July 15th; we l e ft on t he•l8th; but t hen , from her e , Minneapol ­
is, we h i ghbal l ed east , and I e ven t o l d a round 7 : 30 PM my wife , t hat 
we mi ght p ush on i n t o Ohi o , and Cleve l and , and I may take say, a i.alf ­
an-hour o f a b r eak , and on to Al bany, New Yor k . (Yo u see, my wife does 
not d r ive ; f r om her e to Boston , i ts about 1800 mile s) . We ll, we wer e 
stil l i n I ndi ana , arouno Angol a , on t he Turnp i ke , when my wife l ooked 
at her map (she ' s t he c o - pilo t and navigator, and f eeds me coffee , e tc . 
while ! ~skipper) a nd we s t a rted t o crane our necks, · hopi ng t hat maybe 
we 'l l be ab l e t o see Route #120 (Ind .) and some r emnant s of Bonneyville , 
the Little Cl khart rive r as we passed the Goshen exits o n the turnp i ke . 
It looked so c lose on t he map , scale o r no scale . Still n egative . 

Finally we decided , as it was no t sundown yet , a n d too i mpo lite 
to d r op-in on peopl e unannounced , t hat we ' d p ull off t he turnpi ke , and 
venture into t he countr y bet ween Goshen and El khart, and f ind Bonney­
ville . We d id . I had ben i n correspon danc e for some time , sinc e my d i s­
covery o f the mi l l Bonney built in 1837, with the p r esent owner ; and , 
were t hey happy t o see us ! It was mi dni ght a ll o ut of a sudden an d we 
wer e s till trading information. Went to a motel and s l ept t her e . Next 
day , b right and early , back to t he mill and t he owne rs ; s urveyed the 
mill, found wher e the o rig i nal spillway was (been altered ) , and also, 
some o l d mi ll -mach iner y , b ut what we found , t he earliest I estimated 
to h a ve, been of cca .1880 vintage . Then v i s i ted Bonneyville cemeter y, 
(see my draft-ms . of BONNEY ' S MILL, OR BONNEYVILLE ,) and found William 
Tuffs ' g r a ve (vete r an of the Revo lutionar y War and t he Bost on Tea Party) , 
Edward William Bonney ' s grave , his daught e r, Eliza Ber n i c e Bonney ' s g rave 
and another one , hi t herto unknown ! ! Conse~ ently, I have to r evise the 
list of Bonne y ' s c h ildren: we have sai d so far t hat he had: 

(1 ) Bernice Eliza Bonney , d i ed at age 7 , 
( 2 ) Mary E . Bonney , "Mat e" born i n Bonne yville , 
( 3) Martha Jane Bonne y, "Mar y Jane" , d itto, (her desce n dants 

are the on l y ones that I know of and succeeded to 
make contact with , ) 

( 4 ) El l e n M. Bonney , "El la." born in Nauvoo , 
and ( 5 ) William E . (Edward ) Bonney 
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now this l i st we must r e vise . We found (hec k , why be modes t ? ) I f ound 
a son , who was the number 3 c h i l d , Wi l liarr. G. Bonney ; I could not dec ­
i pher compl e t e l y t he e roded headstone , b ut he was born after Apr il 1 840 , 
i n Bonneyvi lle , and further narrowing i t down , bet ween Apri l and August 
1840 , with t he u~~eet accurac y poss i b l e , I ' d say , he was born on e ither 
Apr il 9 t h , or May 9 t h , o r June 9t h or t he late st , July 9 t h , 1 840; h is 
headstone r eadi ng: "di ed August 29 t h 1 8 41, Age 1 year - - mos 20dys" . 
So the n , Ber inc e Eliza was ( 1 ) 

Mary E . (Elizabet h ) was ( 2 ) 
W i 11 i a m G . was ( 3 ) 
Martha Jane was ( 4 ) -instead of ( 3 ) 

and they al l were born in Bonneyvil l e , except Bernice (1 ), a 
na t i ve of New York . 

thus El l en M. Bonney becomes (5 ) born in Nauvoo, 
and Will iam E . Bonney '' ( 6 ) . 

The other d iscovery is nothi ng new , except , I have to admit and c orrect 
a mistake . If you s hould l ook at t he topographi cal map s I made of _Bonney­
ville , on both maps , i n Sec . 30 , t he school house and ce~ tery a r e located 
with an "X" i n the SW corner or SW q uarte r-secti on of Sec . 30 ; , a n d , as I 
was i n t hat c emet e r y , I can t e ll you t hat t h i s was d ue to a faulty topo­
graphi cal descrip tion , and deeds , f rom whGS~ verbal descri p t i on I d r ew 
t he maps , wi t hout e ver having seen a map of t he area ; and having r esurv ­
e yed it t h i s time , I can positi ve l y say , t hat t hey a r e all e xt r emely 
correct , except f o r t h is school house and cemet e r y , wh i ch a r e l ocat ed on 
t he very same spot , j ust as far from t he center of the secti on , but i n 
t he opposi te d i rection , t h a t i s , i n t he SE q ua r ter -section of Se c . 30 ! 
Made some movies i n Bonneyvi lle, too , andin t h e evening of t he\1 9th of 
July , Tuesday , we l eft . Our next s t o p was a t Buffalo, New Yo r k , o r c l ose , 

( r eal ly it was at Bost on , New Yor k ,) a subur b of Buffalo so-to-speak . As 
this was also a vacati on , we stopped on a sudden b r a i ns t o r m o f mi ne ; I 
suddenly r emember e d , en route, at about 85 miles pe r hour ( and o ve r the 
s peed limi t , too ), that Dr . Jul ian Ambrus (M. D. and Ph . D. ) a c lassmat e 
of mi ne , f r om way back f r o m LUr ope , l i ved there . And we wer e toget her i n 
h i gh school, too , wher e his search i ng int eres t i n b i o l ogi cal sci ences 
earned h i m t he nickname of Amoe ba ; but a l so in the serv ice i n Worl d War 
I I . , in the same uni t . Well , we foun d h i m, a full professor of the Medi c­
al School of t he Uni vers i ty of Buffa l o (State Uni vers i ty of New Yor k , Buf­
fa l o campus ), a fe llow at Ros we ll Park Memori al I nsti tute , and d i rector 
of its Sp ringvale Re search Labor a t ories; he i s a medical doctor , of courre 
engaged in nee-p l astics r esearch ( a euphemism for cance r nowadays ), and 
h i s wife , Cl a r a L . Ambr us , M. D. , an assi stant p r ofessor i n pediat r i cs. 
They have a fine fami l y of seven c h i ldr en , have a far m o u t in the subu r bs 
of the subu r b , have two Hungari an Vizsla hunting ~ogs , r a i se thor o ugh­
breds, and are all exc e l l ent hor semen and horsewomen i n thei r s par eti rne ­
( I don ' t know , when t hat i s ) . We stayed wi t h them for awhile; Dr . Julian 

Arnbr us led me through a conducted tour of h is faci l ity , and I f e l t very 
ful l i n the hea d , as he i ntroduced me to all his staff as Dr . van Dan -
( a degr ee and t i t l e , I have so far not yet earned ) . But it felt good . 

Event ually we made it t o Massachusetts , stopped in Worcest e r,at 
one o f my s i ster s - i n- l aw , and dropped one of our daughters, as she wanted 
t o stay t her e for a few weeks; t hen on t o Marlb oro, to a b r other- in - law, 
wher e we got rid of the other youngster ; and after a few days there , on 
to Boston , whe r e we d ropped i n on an o l d flame of mi ne I a l mos t married ; 
she is t he d aughter of Bishop S t . -Ivanyi o f Somer se t and Le xington, of 
t he Firs t Church of Ch ri s t, Unitaria n . Fr o m t her e on to Cape Cod , to 
Hyanni s , t o my mother s ' . After a few weeks of beachiljg , sunbath i ng , sail­
ing c o up l ed wi t h limited research , we j ust c ouldn ' t stand it any l onger, 
it was so q uiet without our k i ds , and t hen after a few long-d i s tance 
confe r ence calls, we had a family r eun ion of my wife ' s f amily at P l ymout h 
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Rock, right at the Plymouth Rock Pilgrims ' Monument - of a ll p l aces ! But , 
we d i d not want to drive al l t he way to t he mainland to Worcester and 
Marl boro , and d i d not want to exp ose t he relat ives to s uch h ardsh i p s , e ith ­
e r : halving t he d istance , roughly , we wanted to mee t a t Sandwich, b ut witt 
all the turnp i kes , freewayd, it woul d h ave been so easy to miss one-anoth ­
e r , so we decided on the one p lace , we just couldn 't mi ss each other,and 
wer e we right ! 

When we f irs t got to Hyanni s , your l e tter already was waiting 
for me , and I dashed off~i---ckie rep l y; I r egret to say, I made it a 
shortie, and , in the '-holographic; out I mus t apologize i the r e was another 
of f icial p aper, t hat r equired my i mmedi a t e a ttention: and [here a t home , 
I have a b r and-new ,(by now one- year-old )IBM e lectric t ypewriter: t her e , 
I borrowed my mother ' s Swiss Her mes Ba by , which is not b uilt for t he 
heavy dut y use I sub j e ct my mach ine;' and af t e r having used it that one 
time , my mothe r categorically said - no ; ] without a t ypewrite r, I h a d 
to subject bot h y ou , Mr s . Brooks , an d the U. S . Mail t o t he a r d uo u s task of 
deciphering my atr oci ous h andwrit i n g . For give me p l ease for same . 

We h ad a wonder fu l time as we p lanned , a lei s urely r esearch 
affair ; and we c ame home b ronzed . Be tty , who was on t he Cape at the age 
of 4 months (she was born in Long I s l and , New York ), and again , when she 
was f ive , hadn ' t r emembe r ed the ocean at a ll ; Kathv , a native of New York 
City (1 952 ), r emember ed onl y vague l y; but I c ame home with an att ache­
Cilse ful of notes , bes i des a g l o rious tan on a ll of us , e xce p t t hat we 
p l anned to have been home by Augus t 15th , and we so r e vised our schedule 
that it was rather the end of September . 

Appar ently t h i s i s my year of _hypochond rLa : onc e home , and aft­
e r we went back for a few weeks t o Wi sconiin (on l y a 600 mile r ound-trip 
after our East coast 400 0 mile voyage), one night I woke u p with ~ ­
mia and tachycaJ;:.dia4 t yp i cal symptoms of a coronary heart d i str ess . My 

-cioctor Then ~hed me to our l o c a l ~17iospi t a l, for observation, b ut aiie care· 
ful as they llli ght'::Ufi!a% boon , t hey; 11·~a n ' t found a t hing . So far, so good . 

Once hQme f r om the hospita l, only a li t tle while ago , here I am 
at home, back at my desk, and writing to you , and c h it-chatt i ng in my 

_;:e@n.da~d_ pe riphr~stic ~ anner . I mi ssed our correspondanc e , Mrs . 
Brooks , so do you v ery much mi n d , t ha t I described our v a c a tion in such 
detail? 

* * * * 

Looki ng bac k a t our p r e vio us l e tters exchanged , I noticed , that 
a littl@~deu°Vhas crept into your ~ ast l ett e rs ; a nd I a l so t hink , I 
know , why . You see , once- in-awhile , a_parapoid syndr d'fi\e takes hol d of my 
P . R. (Public relations), and i n communicating with people I like and r esp­
ect , (suc h as your self), because of i nferiority , or heaven knows wha t com­
p l exes , I begin to show off, so as t o r e assure mys e lf ; r emember the litt­
l e epi sode about ''callipygi a n" ? Ther e I had t o go , like an e l ephant i n 
a chi n cz.. shop , and show off to you , t ha t my anci e nt Gr eek i s s till not tot­
ally rusted away . You said i n your l as t t wo l e tte r s , how you l o ve t he 

~ 
study of wor ds , t hat it i s ~rlifetime hobby . To me , t he mor phology of 
words , semanti cs , e t hymol ogy , a r e my favorite hobby; and as a s i de line , 
t he ori g i n of surnames , especially occupational ones (e . g . Smith , Tay l or, 
Wright , e tc . ) . Although I have v e ry good r e f e r ence d ictionaries , I ve r y 
s a4dom use them, bec a us e with my Gr eco- Latin knowledge , and my Romance 
l angu ages , I can p r a ctica lly sparse e ve r y c ompound wor d and analytical ly 
devine or deter mine its meaning ; and when we came to "calllipygiaK,' , et 
a l . , I was showi ng off; I d i d n ' t inte n d to antagonize you or t o p r acti se 
"one-upmanshi p" ; now I reali z e , i t mus t have been irritati ng to you ; 
and I ask your forg ive ness . I have , in the same fash i o n a lienat ed many 
o t her valuabl e schol arl y friends , I wi sh , I hadn ' t ; excep t , a t tha t time 
I was not yet aware of this: i t just came to me while writing t h i s l ett e r 
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and re-r0ad i ng your past lette r s and my c arbons, we exc hanged; an d t he 
realization jus t da ltned on me . 

* * * 
1vhile i n t he hospita l wi t h my al l eged coronary at t,Fk ( and I had some 
other d i agnestic wor k done , too , while I was t her e , once I was passed 
i y t he card i o l og i sts ) I was on complete bedr est; not to be bored sti ff , 
I went well - api pped with books and period icals; a mong others, on y our P 
r e commendation ( you mentioned , Mrs . Br ooks, i n your May 5th l e tte r, t Aa t 
as a general i ntroducti on a n d bac kgr ound read i ng on t he History of t he 
Jews in Ut ah t hat you s t a rted to work on , y ou r ead t1ichener' s The Source . 

I could n 't r es i s t it, and I r ead it , while serving my sent enc e 
of bedr est . I nteresting , I grew quite sympathizing with t hem up on Miche­
ner's p r esentation . Is Ilichener Jewi sh , by any c han ce ? I certain l y d i d 
en joy h i s book , j ust as I a l ways e njoyed p r e vio u s wor ks o f h i s . 

* * * 
I n Dec ember, las t year, once you mentioned , flrs . Br ooks , t hat if once 
i n t he LDS Church Arch ives , you may scan t he l ong hand-written list 
entitled "Hen Whose Names Ar e Hel d I n Ill Repute By The Ch urch Of J esus 
Christ Of Latter-Day Sai nts" - for t he na me of Edward Bonney . May I nott 
reite r ate t h is r equest , your off e r?- that, per your conveni enye , b ut 
if you should be i n S . L . City , in t he Church Arch i ves ? Can do? 

* * * 

( In your l etter of July 1 8th , you wer e so k i nd , rtr s . Brooks , 
~ to p r omi se t hat you will hol d t he Bonneyville d r af t , and Bonney ' s militar~ 

service notes confi denti a l, until I r e l ease t hem . Although I had not yet 
' pub lished t he Bonneyville d raf t, s i mpl y bec ause it, being a d r aft , still 
) needs a little r ewriting , not content-wi se , b ut stylistically ; but, cons­
~ / i der it r e l eased: you may , a ny time , u se t he t her e i n ma t e rial , p r ovid-

/ 

ed you g ive me the credit as a source of your i nformation ( e . g . i n your 
-~ work you p l an t o do on Tom Brown ). P l ease , keep on hold i ng t he Bonney 
\ military materia l confi dentia l a l ittle while l onger. 

******* 

I, myse lf, am p l anni n g a little h i storico-cri t ica l essay on some 
p r esently a v a ilabl e sourc e - mat e ria l, some time in t he not- too-Gistant 
future . On a " I scratch your b ack a nd you scratch my b ack •;t~.st;.-buld you 
consent to my u s i n g some of t he mat e ria l you cited ,(with you as t he 

Gource of t he fir s t mention to me , Mr s . Brooks , ) in your May 5th 1966 
ett e r, when we were talk ing about t he " re-writing " of h i s tory ? 

I hope you a r e not offended , or angr y a t me anymor e , had you 
been , before you s t a rted to read t h i s l engt hy epi s tle . And I beg your 
forgiveness , Mrs . Brooks , for t he faulty typ i ng; sheer care l essness on 
my part . Ther e a r e many t h i ngs b i ddi ng for my time and a ttention , s o, 
now I shall turn t o t hem; a n d I t h i nk I kept you l ong e no u gh , from what 
i s a mor e i mportant task f o r you , too , Mr s . Br ooks . 

o r so ) ? 
May I s till hope t o hear f r o m you , soon (say, with in a mont h , 

f 
Cordi all y , 

.. .. n 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

\ 



Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 

.,.:,,--

Mrs . Juanita Br ooks, 
34 6 North Main Stre et 
Saint George , Utah 84770 

;'? -~ 
M ,. 

---Rfn-:_ ... . ~-- . . 
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De Ar ~•r. van nnn: 

Pox 303 != t . uporre , U t.oh , 84?70 
No ve~b<>r 16 , 19h6 

'T'hc1rk v011 f n r yf' 11 r ) P. tti> r o 1' <"'ctob"r 30 , wi th thP c'l ccount of ,vo11 r 
t r i p ~as t Al"' rl vnu r v5si t to the Nonne yvillA ce~etery . How very 
fort unate t h11 t you f ound a rnissinR cliild before your work ,rot into 
nr in t 11 nrl soMe one else had t o cc r rrct y ou! It ' s j us t too bp~-­
a~ i vor y well know , to find a n item after t he hook is out . 

My work here has kent ~e clos e to one o f t wo Rubject~ : The J ohn 
D. Lee Diar y 6! his Mission to ~a nta Fe or t he his t c r y of the 
Jews i n Utc'lh- -two e ntirely un-related sub.i <> cts . The Lee ~terial 
is a t Alhu(lue r que since November 1, and no wor d of it ye t, s o I 
begin to ,,onder i f. t he y havP chan Red t l,eir collec t. ive minds about 
i t. The Fi r s t Three Cha pters wit h footnotes a re in Lhe hands 
of t he Jewj_sh Professor who iA my capt ious p;uide in this work . 
I h • ve a ho\i t decided to finiah t he s c r i n t en t irely be fore I submit 
pny additional to his Rcrutiny , f o r I t hink t hi s can bes t be 
vonsidered ~~ a whole . 

Thebackpr oun rl of ToM Brown- - NA t hAniel Thomas Br own--is still within 
my r an~P o f interes t , especially s ince one correspondent inaiste 
th~t he wa6 the son of a Mrs . Hannah Br own , a widow , who was 
ma r rien to Br ip-ham Y("I\IOf\ 1 S f ather a ftPr t he neath of' hi s f j r s t 
wife . Thus , beinR in the fa roily in A way , Rrlgham mir-ht have 
e xnrP~sed r e,.rets at. his neath • •• 

Rtit I sha) 1 have no reason to trne a ny of you r Bonne y material . 
I cirn ' t rPSifl t no t. inP' t he naMe -,•herever I f ind j _ t , thot1Rh • 
Pere i fl a not~ti0nmade a t t he ~or o Creek i n 14ev1 Mexico : 

• •• ~ix roilPs brc.11P-h t us t o t i e "i r s t s ettle riPn t we ha d yet 
s een in 775 rniles • • •• I n t he ne:,ct ho,1s e lived Mr. Boney , 
a n A~e r j can , who hAd been some time in t hi s country , ann 
i s t hP owner of' a l Fr ~e nu~her o f horses and cattle , 
'"lhich he llU'lnages t o keep in de f iance of wolves , I ndians , 
and HPxicAns . He is a perfect e pecinen o f a ~en e r oun open­
he arted adventurer, anrl in a nearan ce what , I have pictur ed 
to l"'yself , Daniel Roone,of Kentucky , l!IHst hAve be en in 
his day . He ~rove his hPrd of cat t le i n to co~p a nn picked 
on t t he lflrpest and f at teRt , which he prea fl nted t 0 the I 
a r my • • •• Li e u tenAn t ii~ Emory Reports, ed . by Ros s !----
Ca lvi n (Alhuquerque , 1951 ) p . 46 . 

Al t hO\lf"h t his cm~ld hEt ve been , I rl o no t t hink it in t i,e Mr . •a les 
Bonney who came with Br own fi nd hi P fttends to meet li t e Battalion. \ 

On t he " re,ir i ting" of histor y , the example I used in my M,,y 5 
letter rey,ar din~ Tom Br own iR ide ntic~l ly u~e d in An article 
"One OthP, r Man " no"' i n t he hfl ncis o r the autho r A o f DIALOGUE , 



Mr s . Jua nita Br ooks. 
346 North Ma in Str eet 
Saint George , Utah 84 770 

Dear Mr s . Brooks 
.:::= -- ~ 

March 16 th 1967 

Francis Adam van Da.!!i'. 
University of Minnesota 
Crnduate School, 
I le # L27C-04 
6242 !3aker Ave. N. E. 
I r:ctley, Minnesota 5542_! 
Pr cne : 560 · 3177 --

I hav e here be f o r e me your k ind l ett e r d ated November 16th , 
1 966 , to which I on l y could answer in the form of a short Christ­
mas card with a shorty no t e atti hed , as I was hospitalized again 
~ith a mass ive coronary t h i s time; not bad , for one forty-two years 
old. ? 

Anyhow, :1ontil now I was not per mitted to carr4o a full load , 
cnly g raduallyAget bac k to my r esearch routine , ana~our mutual frie nd , 
Edward William Bonney . I hope you had a j~~ ous Christmas season , and 
a happy New Year too . [Thr ee months behind times , am I not?] 

But to get back to business ; you made , Mr s . Brooks a very i nt­
e resting contrib ution b y mentioni n g a n excer p t from Li e u tenant Em­
ory ' s Reports, edi t ed b y Ross Calvin (Al b uq u e r q ue , 1 951) ; cited 
from p . 46; a notati on P1ade at t h e Moro Creek i n ~ew Ilexico , ~bou~ -+ 
a Mr . Boney [sic ] . S ince I do not have a chance to be much abowtA~, 
f o r instance , to go to the University of I1innesota c amp us and its 
Walter Library , could you do me t he favor of l e tting me know by r e t ­
urn, in your answer to t h i s letter , what year and month does t h is 
notati on i n Emory's Re ports r e f er to? [Quid licet, I hav e been a b le , 
in my research , to p inpo int almost e v e ry mont h and year in Edward 
Lonney 's life - with t he e xception of bare l y one-and- a-half year ; 
and t hat is t he time f r om December 1 846 to 184 7 : f r om Emor y 's Reports 
i t should ~ias be poss i ble to s ubstantiate o r negat e , whether , this 
man ,; Boney" was our Edward , or Wa l es B. Bonney , or any other k in by 
the same sur name ) . Can you p l ease o b lige , Mrs . Brooks ? P l ease ao , 
if it does not cause you any spec i al h ardship an~ i n c onveni ence . 

While hospital ized this l ast time , I have managed to peruse i n 
n~ confi nement The Diary of Hosea Stout , e d ited b y you , and managed 
to substantiate what Wallace St egner had told me years ago , that he 
"got the Sheriff Bonney stuff " from you : on p . 236 of Vol . I . , note 
32 reads thus 'Tom Br own was t he outlaw who had r eported ly k illed the 
man for whose deat h Wi lliam and Stephen Hodge [correctly should be 
n Hodges" ] were hanged . Edward Bonney wrote at some l ength in h is Band­
itti of Br own ' s feats of open robbery . Bonney was the sheriff who after 
severa l year s brought three o t her s to justice and had t hem hanged , 
but Tom Br own had e luded h i m. " - entry of Feb . 12 , 1 84 7 , [underscoring 
by me ) . 

I f Bonney was t he sheriff, he mi ght hav e been the Mormon sher iff 
of Lee county , Territor y of Iowa , and that mi ght have caused 
not h is excommunication from t he Church , but h i s " falling out" with 
some Mormons , especially , if the llodges b rothers wer e innocent , as 
they , and some others , too , claimed . Maybe t h i s is the answer to what 
I am look ing for , namely , why and when d i d Bonney l eav e or was made 
to leave the Church . Of course , t h i s i s purely s pecul ati on , with no 
proof whatsoever , b ut h ere we hav e something to hang onto, unfi l we 
can prove one way or another . Therefore , Mrs . Brooks , woul d you be so 
obli g ing and k ind , and in your rep ly coulct you k ind ly ind icate the 
source of your informati on t ha t made you write ; t footnote to then 
effect t hat Bonney was sheriff ? ·Co,tcU-t.:t.ll. ~ ~ ~ 
~ ay I hope to hear from you soon? ---~, 



Box 303 , &t . u POl"l"P , Ut,,h 

'fri r c h ?3 , 1967 

I ' m ElO f;o r rv 1· o he ~r o1' you r M--AA:i ~ e coron;:. ry . 
he c nre •'ul un 1 iJ. you r e~flin y 01i r f'HJ. l heal th 
a i ncerely t hat v ou a re ~nkinP you r way bp ck . 

Surely y ou mHr- t 
nr·nj n . I ho pe 

'l'h<> c it ., tion to ,,.h:l ch you refe r on par;e h6 of thP Fmory _Hr ports 
" '."\A ria t<>tl /\v["11~d: 1 .5 , 1846 . SincP. ·,nu h,,ve hP. Pn ahl e to pu t 
y m·r f in-er nn t::••" dnin-rs o•· Edv·r~rd Hon n,:iy, w:i th U ,P PXC P-ptic r, 
of one- e nd- c\ - h"ll f yectrs , I dol'he thet t hiH ca.n be t hf' P<'l ti> :nnn . 
' ' • • • , r . Brn~y , hn Ameri can , who haR hPPn f~x f;Offle t i me in thj$ er 
cou n1 r y . .. •; wcnlrl .<1 r ,n1e p ~fl ins t it . 

Nr,r '"<.n1:1r' i' li~Ply he th" Mr . ' " Ales Bonney ~ ho WM~ v•j_t- h t h e 
~•jsi;:i ~1ir-r-i ~air.Lr, vit.h Ga n tl1in Rrown , <"nd Met Jchn n. LeP r Co • 
. iu rt Ml<> t"',n ~h J.,~tc>r , ,,c>n t . 1 ) , 1&46 , t h o11p-h :1.1 would t r.ikf' a 
c .-1rc> f 11l Mtn st\:d;t to e HL<'ibl i h t he noi,i:n.b:i.l:i t:v of t;J in . Pp r h, 1 R 

Ro hf'e is a nore> c< m,· 0 n n,,i,,<' ti,on WP. hRd t ho1 ,p-t!t . 

i.~e : the ''!-;h<>r:i. f f Bonney s t\, ff'' • I think I admjtted bP.forfl , j_f n0 t , 
I do RO ;.rrc>i n , t h:.t I harl not cAre ft1J ly Kone into RonnPy ' s l ife , 
::;n c}1C"1•lti h11 vP , .. r :i tten t. hEt t lte Nfl8 a nself- e1pnoint fld of fic~r of 
t he J, w" or ">Ore i=;iril: r 13t1.a t e me.(tt . I fl <lmi t; i:;lo tn1y s c hnl; r shir 
in tl:i fi , fi8 r>PrhPN, y o u sl oulrt al::-o xMiK:k t o vour c leirrs that tld ... 
sctMP. Borriey hPJrl a h i f"h pl •., oe in thP Nc1\1v oo Lp pjc,n , etc . of yo11 r 

f irRt lPtt('~ to r e . 

As to Bonney ' s 11,h •r ser,f' r; tion f r o•1 1 hP Fnr l"!on Clnirch , I douht 
th,-. 1 we co11 J.d f ind sny e vidence of 1tr tufll exc o Mf"'uni cfltion , e n~ ith 
othFr s . Mip-ht j t n 0 t ha v'! b een U, t in t:r,e c <"'nfni::ion fo1lov1inp-
t 1:e nPuth o f ,fosen h anrl H:vr,irn 5r1ith , \'iher- thPre v•ere f'O\ P.r-nul]f' 
in Ef'\lf''' f> ) n i rPcti.(rn:;, hP. fcmrJd none strr n r- enot'd, 1· n jn t r rest 
M.m , so ,at hdre• .. to c 11tertl'l in hinr~J f \' i r l· hiE: h11r-i. n PRr, o f 
hri n - Jnr r•,1iJ. ty 11cn r o .i 11• 1 i ce? 'Ihif' if' tl<oo sn• cuJ.P t:ion . 

I le+'t =~r-1 1 ].;:i' f> Cit:':' }.,,~ t 1drht. flt. 1n:ir- ni ht , t r , veJ.ed h;v 'huG 
hc1·<' , ,-nd ;1rrivPrl at 6 : 30 ihis 1•0rn inf~ • I h,,,p R 0 r.t 1;,f' Nrrnirw 
C R tc tin1- nr, or a T'ilc> o ,,.:;_1 , , n d h, Vf- nc ,. rPad Pd t.he roint 
1d,f·:r<> I r·11 r t. r. top . 1 r "'0rc I" JJ. ~sleen ovPr r•l:V , ; c l _ine . 



Mrs . Juanita Brooks , 
346 North Main Street, 
Saint George , Utah 84770 

Dear Mrs . Brooks 

April 4th 1967 

f rancis Adam van Dan. 
University of Minnesota 
Graduate School, 
file # 627004 
6342 Baker Ave. N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 5542J 
Phone : 560 - 3177 - ~ 

Thank you so very much for your kind letter of March 
23rd ,(and slowly recuperating from my d istress caused by my silly 
heart ,)you certainly made me feel better and the road back easier. 

One thing, t hough , saddened me, a misunderstanding on 
your part of my intentions . Years ago , when I once spoke to Wallace 
Stegner on the long-distance telephone, he told me replying to my 
query that he obtained the basis for his having written "Sheriff 
William Bonney " on p .125 in his The Gathering of Zion , etc . ,"from 
you", not expounding whether in a"Te tter, orally,~simply having 
read your footnote #32 , p.236, vol.I . , of Hosea Stout's Journals, 
which you edited. 

At first fr was e v en thought that the source was John 
Doyle Lee's Diaries , and it was only recently that I got around to 
screen both, and narrow down the item looked for until foun d , to 
Stout. 

Bu t far be it from me , that I be a sadist , i nt ending to 
humiliate you to admit sloppy scholarship. Who am I to criticize? 
I am still a young t yro , learnin g from my own mistakes ( and I find 
that a bet ter schooling than formal classes and seminars in g raduate 
s chool); I had nothing else in mind than to obtain from you the compl­
ete b i bliographi cal citation [author , complete title, place of publ ­
ication and year thereof, and publisher] . After hoping to have obtain­
ed th ese from you I wanted to proceed to read same with a fine tooth­
comb, and form my own opin ions, draw my own co!Clusions. 

So please don ' t feel that I was taking J ot-/;o task; I 
should ha ve holes in my head if I had e ver thou gh t of anythin g of 
the sort . So, if you had felt apprehensive at me for having t h ought 
so of my intentions, won't you please forgive me, Mrs . Brooks? 

And t h ank you fo r g ivi n g me the comp lete Lieutenant 
Emory citation ; I had not yet had the chance , but I am going to ru n 
t ha t one down ye t . 

I do admit sloppy s cholarship , not to all my claims 
though (made in my first letter) but to many , such as Bonney havin g 
been a) a Lieutenant-General in the Legion , b) Vice-mayor of Nauvoo; 
etc . , but not to Ed ward William Bonney having been an important man 
in the "K of G" [as Clayton often refers to the Kingeom of God ] and 
also in the Church; far more imp:r,tant than thought of by many, or ac­
cepted or admitted by many . He may not have been im~~tant in the LDS 
Church in a theological or liturgical meaning; nor endowed by sacerd­
otal rank, however my conviction is steadily increasing that he was, 
at one time, just as important lthou gh his imp~tance short-lived] 
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as , say, Dr. John M. Bernhisel . I had had a lon g correspondance at one 
time with Dr . Stanley R . Kimball , professor of history at Southern Ill ­
inois University, a- d (Dr . Kimball i s one of Heber C. Kimball ' s desc ­
endants) I ha ve often told Dr . Kimball that a) I, although a Roman Cath­
olic[(an d I am a liberal one,)the Vatican Ecumenical Council could not 
ha ve been called soon enoug h, nor did they go far enough in progre ssion 
and reform ] - I had no disagreement with the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, theologically, doxologically, apologically, doaf~in­
ally , etc. My ge neral demeanor was that of Thomas L . Kane, i n that I ac­
cepted the Mormons generally as very frugal pe o ple;b)I marvelled at the 
desc ription of their inventiveness, where I've read that on the march of 
the "Camp of Zion " women would pu t their bre ad- do u gh into baskets or oth­
er vessels and let the rocking motion of their wagons do the k • eading,so 
that at ni g httime, when the time came for campin g for the night, their 
bread would be ready for baking , etc. I said to myself, may b e they were 
too unorthodox with their religious beliefs or their Gospel fo r the con ­
temporary American people , and, therefore were persecuted . 

Then came a le~ter from Dr. Dale Morgan (quite some time 
ago), and he said something to the effect that in Na uvoo at that time, 
there were many blacklegs , counterfeiters, etc . Now, that I ha ve made 
considerable inroads into official Mo rmon Church history and records; 
(by far not enough, but significant, compared to non-Mormon researchers), 
I find that a) the official Church attitude is to "tilt" or re-write 
histo r y to f it the current official posi tion; b ) all this done , les,t the 
credence of the Prophet and the infallability of his word be impaired; 
c) an almost masoch istic attitude of feeling persecuted, even when none 
of this was p r esent. 

In addition, the amount of reference (I would not yet dare 
call it "proof" yet at this point) I am coming across , relative to the 
"bogus-making", and also to the Church fi n ances, all seem to point in 
one direct ion, that there were no counterfeiter_. in Nauvoo, but that 
there was only one , a concerted counterfeiting operation going on , with 
the [tacit ] approval of the Church, and that Edward William Bonney, l et 
us say, was the "Director" of the LDS -off ici al base -coin mi nt at Nauvoo; 
and a l s o an intimate of Joseph ' s and, for a t ime at least, also of Br i gh -
am Youn g ' s . 

What I have fo u nd i nt riguing in our correspondance r egard ­
ing Bonney with you, Mrs . Brooks, was, that at first you yourself were 
t rying to help me find more r eferences re gar d ing Bonney tryirg to prove 
my claims, and later, (and this may be a fleetin g s ubjecti • ve impression 
only ), as if p utting a mut e in your trumpet or a sordino on the b ridge 
of your viol i n , viz . · as if you had b een trying to play down Edward W. 
Bonney ' s importance in the Nauvoo days . Do not forget, that Bonn ey was 
an aide-de-camp to Joseph (the Doc umentary His t o ry itse l f says so) and 
as such , even Mr. Antoine Wm . Lund, Asst•. Church Historian admits, h is 
rank was"colonel of cavalry", which in the Legion supersede d ordinary 
(in fantry ) colonels, s uch as Stephen Markham, or Hos ea Stout - at l e ast 
for a short time . 

Think for instance , of J oseph ' s and Hyrum ' s trial for t he 
Expositor in Nauvoo Mun icipal Court; it was imp} tant to select a reli­
able "Jack-Mormon" judg e, such as Daniel Hanmer Wells , Esq . ,wouldn ' t 
you think, Mrs. Brooks, that it was equally important, for that "sham­
trial" (w h ich it was planned, should result in acquittal), to se l ect a 
reliable man, an intimate1 for prosecutor? - and that man, again, accord­
ing to the Journal History , was "Ed . Bonny, councillor''[sicJ . And I could 
li s t many similar instances, which, indirect ly po int a finger (at least 
to me ) to Bonney's importance . 
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If you re-read my d raft of "Bonney ' s Mill, or Bonneyville, Ind iana" , you 
can see, that Bonney was in the counterf eiting b u s iness eve n b efore h e 
g ot to Na uvoo ; then, do you reme mb er, in our corresponde nce the refer­
ence in the Journal Hi story, on the day before the Prophet's martyrdom, 
to the witnesses in Carthag e jail with Joseph, amon g them Bonney, and 
M.G . Eaton, and the other entry in .££_.cit . referring to "Eaton Bonney", 
which you, yourself said , probably was "M . G. Eaton, and E.W . Bonney"? Next, 
I pointed out to you M. Gilbert Eaton as a co-defendant in the microfilme d 
records of the federal counterfeiting indictment ; and also a passag e in 
Joseph H. Jackson ' s book,(which you were so kind to send me) referring 
to both M.G . Eaton and Barton (Augustus Barton i n the federal indictment) 
counterfeiters, engravers and allegedly "mechanics" from Cle veland? 

No doubt, you have heard of Brigham Young ' s engraver , Brewer, 
in Salt Lake City , and I hear that in Nauvoo he boarded with Grandmother 
Lucy Mack Sm i th; not mentioned i n the above - mention ed federal indictment 
was Aa.asa M. Lyman; but several times he was cited as being involved in 
the bogus racket; his father-in-law was Theodore Turley , mentioned in 
the federal indictment, and also in the Attorney-Gen'l and U. S . Marshall ' s 
returns, as who lost his bail and fled to Cal i fornia ( in 1846): Turley 
was an engraver, noted for his fine notes made from engravin gs; he was 
arrested while in Eng land wh i le on mission, and served his sentence: so, 
in this context , and only as a counterfeiter , would ~ ou not think that 
Edward Bonney was important enough in and without the Church, even if 
for only a re l ati v ely short four or five years? 

Now, if you have a carbon copy of your March 23rd letter 
to me, would you not, Mrs. Brooks, look at your fifth paragraph's end? 
-where you say that i n the confus i on fo l low i n g the demi se of Joseph and 
his brother , in the chaos of the power-contest Bonney, not f i nding any 
strong enou gh to interest h i m, withdrew to entertain himself with his 
business of bringing guilty men to justie e : do you believe that? 

That E . W. Bonney either did not f i nd e i ther Rigdon, Young , 
Strang, Wight , etc. strong enoug h to interest him - plausible; that he 
committed himself in the wron g direction , and was dropped, -to me sounds 
more plaus i ble : but that he was no detecti ve, that he brought no one 
to just i ce, [if you forgive me and I may verbat im imitate Dr . Morg an i n 
saying ] "you can bet your bottom dollar" that he had brought not a sing le 
criminal to justice , nor was a detective , not even a "self-appoi nted of­
ficer of the law" . I don ' t say that you can be sure because I am sayin g 
that, but I am sayin g that I am sure of that i n my own min d . 

And I am sure, since I had studied t h e tran s cript s o f t h e 
trials of t he Lo n gs , t h e Hod g es , Bax~ ers , Gr a n d vill e Young ' s, etc . (i . e . 
a ll of those, fi g ured in Banditti ) as havin g 4 llegedly been brougr.t to 
jus ti ce by Bonney· and I found that Bonney is more o ften than not,wron~ 
on trial dates when he should hi ~ been present, not only missrells the 
names of witne s ses, but names wron~ witnes~es, puts words in the mouths 
of witnesses wh o were not there a t all in the c o urt( s ), is vag ue on part­
icular dates and local es; should an attorney ' s name have b een Houg h,and 
shou ld it be spelled by Bonney as "Huff" - wou ld not surprise me, but, 
when Onlsow Peters , Esq . , an a t torney ' s name is transcribed in Band i tti 
as "O~ slow" - it i s obvious that Bonney looked into somebody's notes o r 
minutes but was phys i cally not there; when Augustus Cromwell, another 
attorney ' s name he cites as "Mr. Cornwa l l"; when he cites James L. Estes, 
sher i ff o f Lee county (Iowa ), whereas the latter's correct name was 
Ma l colm II!!! And I could multiply these over-and-over, these a re just 
hors d 'oevre s, o f f-the-cuff ! ! 

May I hear f r o m y o u soon , esp . that you are not an gry,nor 
offe n ded, because as I say , I was notf take you to ta sk for w~ you 
ha ve wri tten . With all eood wishes, ~ /';, 

lA---. , ~ \.A. • ~ Cbroiallv. <'J"O" , ..... :,-s. I 



Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 
fiidley, Minnesota 5542! 
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346 No r t. h ;1~in 
!' t • r: P. r r pe , lJ ta h 

Arirll 1 (, , 1 96? 

I ar r i ved hol"le fr rri /J. b11 <1 t1erc,ita , New 1·,P.x:i.co , VP p l:erday- - wh ere I hc'i d 
hee r to rr1f' V.e a fjnAl c heck j_n r; on 1.he " The 1 <·· rrn0 n Bn tta l ion 1-iission , 
Jh2ry of Jr,r:n !' . Lee, 11 \<:hicl: tLP. Nf'w ''P.x j_co ' ' jr~t c r j_ c f' l F eview will 
m il- l id i n i t.i-, ,r,11 y an rl ~: f> n te!'lht=> r i s s11es , to " j nr! he r P yo111· le t tP. r 
0 "' f>nr j l u . 

J fe P J. t h;i t , 1'/r.ci t.Pvrr l ,RS hne n 1- r itten c: r si'i id r ,y ,my o+' you r mfl ny 
cc- r r<•spcn c-l ent c , x tnc;, vcn kn o w rr:orn of t:hf' :.i'' e <'!nrl d0:in,-,-i:; , , f nne 
r . w . R<'1 ,r e v tl1c1r. r' reF M~_yr,ne e lFi~ , l:lrr! I utron1,ly f; l , f" • est tli i'l t y 011 
"·et. it ~r.t., r ·r--- ~ t , e i thPr a s fl r1onc p-, ,, .,., l: n r fl hr 0 \t- l rr p-t. r. stnly . 

f.1 v C.\''n tnteres t in t i P. ,~<in ,,n<i h ii, ni'! r j n ri stP !""1Pd f r ol'J my SPfi r ch 
for !'It, Ill Arj el '.i' },r r1;i s Rrown, the One Ot h P.r H~n of v•hoM I WflS 

wr :i tin,r hf'lcn 11E-e his n .., r~e w: r- ~· 0t ""'1 t; on U ,e 'Th i r- Is "'h a PJ n ee" 
mom1r,P11t . AJ.:=: 0 J v1AF< j nteree t:Pd jn lP F< rnin r- MrrP n P H tP l'!P n 
BrPwe r or ~r 0wPr wh o Wt'l n f"iX E'cl u r :i. n t hp c 01•r t.er fe :i t.:i.Pp- b1 F i nPfiS 
in f n~t J ;i1· p, C:i ty Pn ri in ! '<iv , 1 P.h0 , wa s s hot . ,, ,i kiJJ.pd r t! t he 
AtrrP t there . J be ' jrvP hj~ t 0 h e t h e s ~R rnrF0n r ~o ~as jn the 
CP1''' 1 f'r t' e :i t;_np- rrc1 P. j _n ~• ;:;11 v0n, h 11 t I'" "P n 0~ PF t f!hlii=b P ci t Jli s 
nP r :l"' itP.ly . 

Ynur n cd. nt. t '• t: t P r P was onJ:v one coi;nterfe:i t.'i np- P. SIR h]. iF=L •"en t 
in N11 u v o o i s "e ~l t e h •n . My fe e l in r" 1. r,t f' rP Mi rrh t he l'lfl T'P. 
v-rPw f r<' rn 1-1.,,. clt~i!ll o f 1'fjJ.J ic1 m Hall t h r> t he c arri Pct f!J.onp- a ~a c hine 
with t h e e qlli rment to onar ;,te it , cinrl t ha t i t v•as B<" h Pa vy th8 t 
t h e y were f orce d to bury it f o r a t irr,P. Stout refern to hoP'HS 
bus :i n1rns at Co11nr.i) Rl11ffs ;:iJ.so , h11t n onft of t.hes P t hin p:s would 
concern .v 011 in ym1r story of Bonney . 

I shalJ c0nt im1P to kP.P'I) an eye oti t f n r t h P mnne, 11nd fo r c1n :v thi .n p­
conn Pcted wi t:h t r ).A "'<' TI, ~ nrl shf! J 1 f o r w8 rrl any .c:11 ch refere n ce to 
v011 , f o r T sho11lrl he p-J.pri in rl t> erl t n s ee ."011r W<' rk in n r i.rit anci 
~V.?:i)f'hle t0 thp -n, 1hJ.ic . R1tt for thP n Pxt rr.0nt h n l'llY cP.ntPr of 
timP. ~n rl int Pre i:;t j_s i n the ,Te11.1 j_ 1, h pe0T"] P i n Ut ,, h. I am f'p. r he hinrl 
rny s c h erluJ.e , s o mrFt sh1: t Put r'i :~tra ction:= , i n1;e :-P. F tir1< l:H' U·.Py -, re. 

I al'!l surpr ised at. n :vself t. h,- t. I sh011ld ~cce rt r!'ln ans5. ,,-nr, e nt to r:o r k 
o n 1:hP J e v:s in Ht.Ah , bl1t h,win p- ri01. f' so , J rm ~ L t r v to f ill rny 
pledp;e . I shr!'lll Ae g laci t o be thr o u~h with it sc-t t. !rnt I r ay turh. 
t 0 other ~ re i ntPrRstin~ a r eas . 

Have no c oncPrn ah011t my h <> inR hurt o r o t' f,,,r.cied . I hr~ ve n o ti l'le 
n o r ene r p-y to s nend tl. •~ t way- - I a m willinp- to hel n v,,h e r e I c c1n 
Anci ~ l ~ri to a c cent c orreation or cr j t ,ciArrt froM t. hos ~ wh n k n ow 
more on a s11h ,iect t.han I no . 

'-..J 
S inCPJ?' rrc"ot'i wlsheE' ' ·., ., 



~l.fi}t ~,J 

MLd fbo-d wwM 
In 1k 

~@ea,Mn 

~4.C/~~ 

c~~~r~ 





Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Ave"11P:, N. E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 55421 
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Mr . Francis Adam van Dan 
6342 Baker Avenue , N.E. 
Fridley, Minnesota 
55421 

Dear Mr. Van Dan: 

Box 303 , S t. George, Utah 
84770 
February 5 , 1969 

Thank you for your Christmas card greeting . I was right 
pleased to receive it, f or it set me wondering about you 
a nd your work a nd your family a nd how things in gener al 
are for you. 

The years have brought some changes in my home- -chiefly , 
the general debility of my husband. He walks with a 
cane now , but he still does walk , which is something. 
He has lost the use of his right hand , so has learned 
to eat with his left . Since he always kept our accounts , 
paid all bills , etc . that also makes a difference . 
But his mind is clear and his mempr y fantastic . This 
I consider the supreme blessing . 

My own work has been spotted--little things on various 
subjects , with many notes on other s , awaiting enough 
e v idence to finis h for publication. 

Of particular interest between us--the identity of Edward 
William Bonney , and his position in Nauvoo- - I came acr oss 
one additional item , which I ~ have sent on to you . I 
have used it chiefly to suggest that we Mormon "scholars" 
take care o f our using the three dots ••• , for by so doing 
we often omit information really valuable to others 0 

In the diary of Alexander 
1844- -just a month before 
Neibaur wrote: 

Neibuar under date of May 24 , 
Joseph Smith was killed--

May 24 called at J . Smith 10 Oelk for noon (read Ge r man) 
tookU>inner after a i nner met the pax & fox Indians 
Danck d their war Dance- - 24 called at Br I L 
met Mr Bonnie . Bro Joseph told us the firs t call . •• 

We ll , I ' ll not quote the long page of a oseph's account of 
his first vision , but Mr . Paul Cheesman in his study 
selected only a b r ief part , with short phrases interspersed 
with the three dots, and thereby omitted the item of most 
interest to me--the fa•t that f he Prophe t was telling, ~is 
experience to Mr Bonnie a nd not to Brother Bonnie . 1his 
would indica~that the man was not a baptiz ed member . 

Al l of which makes me conscious that we may never ge t all 
the truth on any point. And I have made so many errors along 
the way that I am emba r rassed. Still , I might have done 
some little good , I try to tell myself . 

My best wishes to you in your undertakings . 

:::t.: J l d L l ~JI ~Lil,,., k ihc-t .ka 
j V 
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Mrs . Juanita Brooks 
Box 303 
Saint George, Utah 84770 

Dear Mrs . Brooks 

July 3rd, 1970 

There was a great day yesterday ! My older daughter, Katharine Lee, 
yesterday, about a month after graduating from high school, married her 
sweetheart and left us . If you recently had the experience of seeing off 
somebody dear and close t o you at, say, a railroad station, and the fe el ­
ins of being l eft behind : this was my lot . I do not mean it in the self­
is~ sense, rather in the emotional one . Two people separated do not seem 
to be affe cted in the same way : the y p unger one, and usually the one 
leaving on a tr i p or a voyage has the excitement of the new enterprise, 
the new adventure, the excitement to look forward to ~ however, the one 
wavin g on the platform , left behind , missing t he loss of a loved one 
and restricted t o t he memory of years spent together, feel s the ache i ng 
separation so much more sharply . This is how I felt last night, when 
Kathy , left on the v oyage of her young little life of a li fetime f lushed 
with the excitement of going away with the one she loves and l eft us, the 
thre e of us,sharing the memor i es of the past eigh teen years that we were 
so privileged to be consorts of: and my little one, who was part of the 
last fourteen years, who lost a confidante, a fr iend, and somebody to 
look up onto . 

As I write to you, tears still flood my eyes; I couldn't sleep this 
early Sunday morning . I left my little family, what ' s left of it; they 
are sleeping still . I could not, not any longer . And I came down to my 
office and study, to write to you . 

I want to apologize, Mrs . Brooks . Here , before me is your last letter 
of May 24th 1969 . As I told you in my previ ous letter, on May 12, 1969 
[to which yours of May 24th was a reply]; no, I am wrong: as I look our 
past correspondance over, I see that I told you in my letter of April 19 
th, 1969 , that since 1965 I had been working on an oeuvre deali ng with 
XVIIth century French economic history . Roughly the idea dea lt with the 
maritime voyage of a Bordeaux merchant into the Baltic i n about 1690 . 
This was the rough idea . 

I am a born procrastinator , which is not good . When being challenged 
by something unknown or not fully known I recoil, and may divert my eff­
orts and ene r gi e s from the challenge and tackle something simpler; this 
is what happened to my French merchant and I took up Mr . E . W. Bonney in­
stead . But time was pressing, and I just had to write my paper on my good 
old French merchant . I e ven developed a mental block to writing about 
my taskmaster . To combat that, I de veloped a new modus ope~andi to my 
menta l block to writing. This latter consisted of writing random lengths 
and passages e ven if loosely connected only with my subject , and then proc­
eeding with glue and scissors . After unsuccessful efforts at simp l e edit­
ing, as I got completely thrown off base in the mat t er of pagination a n d 
footnote numerology, I started to paste my sections together into contin ­
uous rolls of what I euphemistical l y spoof as the ''van Dan Dead-Sea scr­
olls'', or an oversize roll of toilet-paper , with the footnotes run cont­
iguously and continuously with the text, except set -off by a red felt­
tipped marker . 
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As you may well see, Mrs . Brooks , I start e d to write this l ette r to you on 
June 14th; b ut had to cross out the date , and start a ga in today , July 3rd, 
since I had received a letter , and then an ot he r one from the Re v . Wesley 
P . Wa lters , of the Marissa Unite d Presby terian Church , o f Ma r issa , Ill . , 
who wrot e and p u bl i shed a little pamphlet, wh ich also appeared as an art­
icle in The Bulletin [now The Journal] ofthe Evan gel ical Theological Soc­
i e~y in the fall of 1 96 7 and in t he spring of 1969 in a s i ightly enlarged 
form in Dia1ogu'e"".Tfhe arti cle was accompan i ed by a rebuttal by Dr . Richard 
L . Bu sh man, and a reply by Dr . Walthers . ] Mr . Spence o f th e Illinois State 
Historic a l Society , in a conversation with the Re v. Walthers , I am told, 
remembered my years of research in Illino is fo llowi ng Mr . Bonney ' s tracks, 
and ment i oned my name to th e Rev . Walthers : the Re verend, in turn, called 
my attention to his recently ( then ) h avin g seen a refere n ce to Bonney "in 
Juanita Brooks ' articl e in the Utah Hi s torical Quarterly of fall 1 969 . " 

"This is a reference to a Mr . Bonn i e be ing presen t i n Nauvoo May 24, 
1844, but it d oe s not definitely indicate that he was a member of the Mormon 
church, althou gh this seems most l ikely since this referen ce comes from t he 
diary of Alexander Neibaur . Perhaps Miss Brooks c ould throw more light on 
this for you" , - told me the Re v . Wal th e rs . 

So I said to myself, that b efore I fini sh my l ette r t o you, I was going 
to read the article, which caught me as a surprise; your las t letter to me 
mentioned of your trying an article on J o hn D. Lee . Since I do not get the 
Utah Historical Quarterly ( and I didn' t know that you were a member of the 
Board of Directors, and Board of Ed itors , or someth in g like that ... ) and our 
library could no t l e t me have it on an interlibrary l oan basis , I had t o run 
down to the "U" of Minn . Pe r iodical room, and qucikly read i t . 

This s g o uld acc o unt for the de lay between June 14th and today . But it 
was i x worth it . First, I saw a very i mp ressive lis t o f facts ab out you that 
I was unawares of , and a l so, I saw a photograph o f you in the Quarterly . 
The title of the article, as on the cover and t i tle - page of the Quarterly , 
threw me, til I saw the real title above the article: "Jest a Copin ' -" 
[on the cover], while the inside title t old me what you have been telling 
me many times in your letters, i nc l uding when you sent me t he "line true, 
word tru e word - f o r -word copy of t he Xero ~ -copy of the handwritten diary 
of Ne i bau r . 

I l earned so much about you, Mrs . Brook s ; a bout you r teaching , and 
about how yo u got int o teaching; about your g raduate work at Columbia; the 
WPA , about you r husband, Sheriff Will Brooks ; and, although I am a gr een­
horn of a newcomer to LDS researc h ( the o n l y c l a i m to fame I have is to 
Edward Willi am Bonney , and the genea l ogy of the Bonney family), I seem to 
remember in the back of my mi n d anyhow , the names of Leavitt and Pulsipher 
from the Documentary Hist o ries and Comprehensive Hi stories of the Church . 
!Dn short , I en joyed learning everyth in g about you, Mrs . Brooks ~ hat I was 
p r ivi l eged to le arn from your article about a dear fr ie nd , if you permit 
to c lassify you as one . 

How is Mr . Brooks coming a l ong wi th h i s health ? Please forgive me for 
my so long silence, an d l et me h ear from you if i t does not directly i n t­
erfere with your so many other a ctivities . 
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My dear ew- found Frionds 

Box 303 , St . George , Utah 
84??0 

July 11, 19?0 

I was touched and i mpressed by t he first page of your letter. Your 
emotion at seeine; your dauchter l eave with her hus band s o nearly 
parallels my own. One ;,irl in• f amily of boys , and che joins a 
young 2nd Lieut in the Ai r Forve f or a career that takes her t o 
the far corners of t he earth. I found it hord to accept cheerfully . 
Now, after ten years , he is a Major, they have four c hi ldr en, and 
ar e stationed for t hree years in Hawaii. Who am I to compl ain? 
They a r e ver y happy. 

And I have just returned from Albuquerque , wher e I woe for a few days 
wi t h a daughter-in-law and her three c hi ldren, a~oiti nG t he return of 
my youngest son f oom a trip to Europe which took him into t he Inter­
na t i onal meeti ng of the Radiation-Genetics bi ochemist s of the ~crlda 
He he1d t wo seminar s i n Engla nd and ga ve a paf/Pe a t ••• ne ft r Geneva •• • 
I can 't even reme mber tbe na me of t he place. 

Then the second page of your letter left me truly s tripped before you.­
I am a l mos t embarrassed at this 11Tr ue Confessi ons" sort of t hing , 
but that is wha t t hey asked me to do, Someone had been trying to .find 
the i n c:aption of the Diery Collection. a nd \Jhen I said t ha t i t bec;an 
in my home in St. George, t.hoy could hardly beli e ve i t. Hence this t a lk 

My good hus~nd wa¥ th~rehthai nighta ~nd the n-ou.p J>afq him a hi gh 
tribute . e was ruly- t rl.J. eel Witn the s t nnning o\ravion. 

I know he was failjng fast, s o I took from a tape the stories he had 
t old to his grandchildren during the t wo veeko of Chris tmas vacation 
t wo years ngo• put them into sequence and then tilled in until I had 
a book- aize manuscript--a small book- - wh1ch I s ubmitted t o the itate 
Institute of Pine Arts in the di vision of Book-length Prose. I t won 
f i r a t :pr ize--S? 5o . oo . I t should o.?pear in p1·int by Se pt e mbe ro 

Will was so happy and proud abr-u t ft • Ee knew of t he ririze i he knew the 
ms . was i n t he mill, but he coul dn t wait f or i t . Ile passed ailay on 
March 21 about llaa.m. I liad lefj that; mo:.•ni?'!g a t e i ght t o fly 
to Ogden for a s peech in a convention on Mormon Iii a t ox-y t he re• and 
didn' t · even get the ,,ord until six o I c lock in the evening . 

I t hink be was proud t bet he was car ried ou t of his home i n the a r ms 
of hi e e l des t son, dres sed in hi s new sui t, complete wi th t ie and 
tie-cla~p . He bad dressed hi mself to at t end t he funeral of a neighbor, 
and blacked-out whon he leaned down to tie bis shoea. 

I n my membry St . George has never seen a fune r a l like it . ileld in the 
hi s tor i c old Tabernacle which he had such pri1e in • the bell tolle d 
in bi s honor, flowers exceeding the wildr abt expe c t ati on , e ven the 
Governor of t he S~ te ca me vol unrea1r ily came to speak. All these 
t hinr,s have helped me t o be more r econc iled• for he hir1self nas 
ready to go, t houlJh he \Vas clea r in his mind to hi s l ast breath. 
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