Memo From

FRANK van DAN

ROST-SCRIPTUM : In many of my past and
still, present letters, I did a lot of
narrating. Mrs. Brooks, you told me many
times about Edward William Bonney being
on the periphery of your interest, your
particular orbit being right now Tom
(Thomas Nataniel) Brown, "the nameless
one'',

Since I feel, that there is a definite
connection between Bonney and Brown -

at least in the City Beautiful; would
you be so kind, and give me some detail-
ed narrative of Tom Brown in your next
letter to me. You do the talking, and let
me do the listening: it sounds so fascina
ting.

Can do ? Thanks.




Francis Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E.
PERE SO AR Fridley, Minnesota 55421

Dear Mrs. Brooks

Ubiquitously, may I start with some apologies ? I have rec-
eived both your letters of March 2nd, and of March 20th, respectively.
Thank you for both. It is not discourtesy that made me not answer them
sooner, but on February 18th last, I was involved right here, in Minn-
esota,in a rather messy automobile-accident, in which neither my wife
or I got injured, but my trusty old car became totally demolished. And,
as graduate students go, with my meager finances, finally my mother,(a
resident of Cape Cod, Massachusetts), came to my rescue, and donated me
a new automobile; I also was involved in police-reports, litigation in
court(s) - /not yet over, as of this writing/, etc., and had to spend
considerable time out-of-town, on this account; thus: I was late in rec-
eiving your first letter, and was overwhelmed, when your second one came,
before I had a chance to acknowledge its/their receipt.

While I attempt to resume, where I left it off, may I trust
that you forgive me for the delay ? Incidentally, I gave my new car a
"shakedown-cruise'" yesterday, when- I travelled to Austin, Minnesota,a
240-mile round-trip from here, where I visited with a Bonney-descend-
ant: he and his wife were most cordial with me, and kept me there the
better part of the day; I returned late last night.(O0Of course, their
main interest is the Levi-Bonney-20 million claim vs. the United States,
which they want me to organize, working through Congress, organizing
for the passage of a special Bill in the House).

Back to answer your letters. I trust your Latin is good; are
you aware what the motto on your family's paternal side coat-of-arms
means? -( in case, you don't know, and as I fluently speak Latin )-
MENS CONSCIA RECTI =[The]Mind Conscious of[the]Right. Incidentally, in
response to your praise for my Bonney-genealogical work on Edward Bon-
ney and Billy-the-Kid Bonney, and the over sir generations of the family,
I had not located a good book on genealogy - as these things are non-
existant: the best I could find so far, is "shot full of holes",..,but,
rather the facts I had given you in my February 25th letter are the
result of painstaking research among old family documelts, papers, bibles,
and such; completing incomplete genealogies in existence. The moment
I read your mentioning Dale L. Morgan's Overland in 1846, 2 vols.,(George-
town, Calif., The Talisman Press: 1963), I hurried to our Walther Libr-
ary at the University, obtained the book from the stacks, and sat down
to check out all mentione and references to Wales B. Bonney and other
Bonney-s; I am not yet through with it as of this writing. Somehow, at
this moment, I cannot yet escape the impression (regardless, how wrong
it may be) that maybe, Edward William Bonney went to California (and
this may dovetail with William Clayton's Journal's referencing Messrs.
Jackson, Heaton and Bonney) and returned from there: and his describing
his capturing "the bandits", the murderers of Col. Davenport, may be an
attempt to cover up, whatever he may have done in California. It yet
remains to be seen, how wrong I can be in this assumption.

Re:Harold Schindler. Can you tell me ( and excuse me my ignor-
ance) who and what is Mr. Harodd Schindler ? Professor at BYU, or U.of
Utah? or a professional writer? I have not heard from him, since; not
since my letter to him of January 19th,, nor your letter mentioning him
(in response to my inquiry in my Feb. 25th letter to you), so, this morn-
ing earlier, I attempted to call him long-distance collect; and while I
heard his voice on the phone, telling our local operator that ke would

not accept the charges; our local long-distance operator, manifesting
empathy for my cause, mentioned to him, that I called him collect since



e,

he had not replied to my earlier communication, I heard him answer,
saying, "allright", he'll answer it. But, as you promised in your
March 2 letter, Mrs. Brooks, when you see Mr. Schindler, please ment-
ion it to him, and maybe explain my interest; maybe he'll answer in a

manner useful to my research. =
¥ Trofewes of Emalish = abh 4 si‘"j

Also, I would like to here thank ydu for calling my attention
to Dale Morgan's op. eit.(supra). Li.%hgi#%wt

Let me proceed now to answer some of the points in your last
(March 20th) letter. There is a little confusion in thehinds of many
people, - including mine - , as to the volumination of the Documentary
History of the Church. When I first searched through the six volumes of
this book, which was "edited" by Elder Brigham H. Roberts (and at our
U. of Minnesota Walter Library we have the 1912 edition)-there just was
no seventh volume; and I was completely stupefied, when one of my LDS
friends, Stanley B. Kimball, Associate Prof.of History at University of
Southern Illinois,(and incidentally, a descendant of Heber C. Kimball),
kept on making references to the "seventh volume'- our library just did
not have any such thing, and the Library of Congress Catalog was ignor-
ant of that volume, too. Finally, another LDS friend, Don R. Snow, Res-
earch Asst.(Assoc.Prof.) in mathematics (!) also, at U. of Minnesota,-
Dept. of Mathematics - and a descendant of Erastus Snow:; both fellows
BYU-alumni; and Don straightened me out. He lent me his personal copy of
the seventh wolume, which is known by the colloquial name of "The Apost-
olic Interregnum".

Now, what is confusing, is that upon reading your letter, I
noted your saying that the references you found, Mrs. Brooks, are from
vol.7. I have found most of the entries you cite, about a year ago,and
even some, that you hadn't mentioned, but in volume six!

I have found your pp. 412, 490, 554, 576; in volume six. But,
I have not before come across p. 450, on Eaton Bonney. Incidentally,
the Documentary History of the Church is part of the Journal History,
I am told; and it is interesting that this large opus published by a so
well organized department of the Church is so full of typographical err-
ors: I guess you are right in your assumption, wherein you think &f the
p.450 reference should not read , instead of "...Eaton Bonney..." -
"...my brother Hyrum, [M.G.] Eaton, |Edward) Bonney, and others....
Another similar typographical error could be on p. 405,vol.VI.,
(May 25th, 1844) referring to Joseph Smith having had a "long talk" with
some, among others, with "Edward Romney" about hiding to evade service bof
some writs; and I am told that in the original copy of the Journal Hist-
ory in the Church archives, this reads as "Edwa#d Bonney".

L

Re: your reference to Edward W.Bonney, as not being mentioned
in a context to indicate he was a Latter-Day Saint on p. 412, vol.VI.,
of the Documentary History ( Monday, May 27th, 1844) may I cite part of

the passage here : "After I had passed my farm on the prairie, most of
the following brethren [underscoring by me] joined my company.... etc."

-and then follows a listing, including Edward Bonney's name.

Then there is a mention on page 500, vol. VI.,(June 18, 1844),
which deals with Edward Bonney's appointment as aide-de-camp to the
Prophet. .

Although I am aware that You are, Mrs. Brooks, a most objective
historian, in your research, and your publications as well, I am slightly
reluctant to say here what I had long on my mind: I am beginning to
question the veracity of the Documentary History.
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Offhand, I can neither place Dr. James H. Lyons; Col. J. Brewer was a
colonel of the Nauvoo Legion, and, although I do not have now volumes III.
and/or IV. of the Documentary Histroy at hand, I seem to remember in the
back of my mind, that he was the Legion officer, in about 1842 or '43,
that the Church, or the Legion had a dispute over, whether the Legion
should be compensated for pay remitted to Col. Brewer or not, and the
Illinois Secretary of State ( and the State Adjutant-General's Office)
subsqquently ruled that the state would not pay; there are affidavits and
copies of correspondance relating to that case in the Documentary Hist-
ory. M.G.Eaton= we know him both from Jackson's booklet (that you lent
me), and as I told you previously, from the Federal counterfeiting ind-
ictment : M.Gilbert Eaton, a partner, or accomplice in counterfeiting, of
Jackson's and Edward William Bonney's. Dr. Abiathar Williams, was a LDS
attorney, who, I believe, lived in Morley settlement, adjacent to The
City Beautiful; there are several mention¢s of him in the Documentary
History; however, he is also mentioned in Bonney's Banditti on several
instances as Dr. A.B.Williams, one, who with other Mormons conspired to
have the "honest" Bonney, who captured the bandits (who in turn coop-
erated with the LDS authorities in Nauvoo in robberies, counterfeiting
and horsethieveries) and also worked hand-in-hand with the Danites (says
Bonney), convicted and out of the way; Bonney, according to his narrat-
ive, was anti-Mormon, and the Mormon forces wanted to revenge themselves
for the apprehension of the Reddings in the Miller-Leicy robbery, and
the hanging of the Longs, and Granville Young, in the Col. Davenport
murder-case; in this case Bonney allegedly was opposed by Dr. A.B.Will-
iams (a Mormon), and a Haight; (Haight, it turns out to be, was a U.S.
‘arshal, who, after Joseph's martyrdom was hounting Brigham Young with a
Federal writ; how then could he have been anti-Bonney, when he was anti-
Mormon, and anti-LDS and anti-Brigham Young in fact ?). Thomas A. Lyne
was an actor; I do not know,i f he was a Saint or not, but certainly a
sympathizer; he was also among the ones, brethren and outsiders, who
accompanied Joseph to Carthage on June 24th, when Joseph left Nauvoo with
Dr. Willard Richards, Dan Jones, Henry G. Sherwood, Alfred Randall, Jas.
Davis, Cyrus H. Wheellock, Abraham C. Hodges, Thomas A. Lyne and Elder
Josiah Ells and lawyer Edward Southwick.(It was then that Ed.Bonney took
the horse Joseph sent Southwick via Port Rockwell) the above list I have
from pp.341 and 459, Inez Smith Davis,The Story of the Church (Independ-
ence, Mo.,:1948) - but it is also stated, that Thomas A. Lyne and Elder
Josiah Ells, were then turned back; however, next day they turned up in
Carthage. You, of course, know all the other principals.

As I have pointed out previously, the Church publications are
full of unintentional (or intentional ?) typographical errors; your find-
ing "Eaton Bonney'", my finding Edward Romney (for Bonney) are in this
class: I wonder if another mention (May 15th, 1844),p.339, vol.VI., of
the Documentary History, in the list of elders appointed to general conf-
erences of the Church in many states of the U.S., for Ohio, mentions the
appoimfient of an Edson (Ed.) Barney. It is easy to mis-decipher Barmney
out of the Bonney from the hollographic. Would you not think this could
be another intentionally, or unintentionally altered and mis-transcribed
reference to Edward William Bonney ?

I am late with my reply to your two letters. I hope you will
forgive me, Mrs. Brooks; and now I have to take leave, as I have to go
back to Dale Morgan's Overland in 1846, to look for Wales B. Bonney,
and other Bonney-s, if I can find them. May I hear from you at your conv-
enience (N.B.- I did not say, I did not dare say "early'" convenience).

Good luck to us both, E
Mo_amm

Trank wvan Dan
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Take. e.g., the entry, you also found in the Documentary History,(.p.

554, vol. VI., Monday, June 24, 1844), which I am also verbatim quoting,
(just as you did in your letter of 3/20/66) :" When they arrived at the
top of the hill, Joseph sent Rockwell with a horse for Dr. Southwick, a
Southern gentleman who had been staying some days at the Mansion, and

who wished General Joseph Smith to buy considerable property in Texas

["in Texas" was missing from your quotation]; but Ed. Bonney took possessi
ion of the horse, so that Dr. Southwick could not then go."

Pro primo : I needn't emphasize to you who was Orrin Porter
Rockwell; and if"Ed. Bonney'" could contravene good old Port, and take
the horse away from him that Joseph commissioned him to fetch for Dr.
Southwick, Bonney must have had quite some influence; and that he got
away scot-free from having opposed Joseph, too. How, I don't know, but
Dr. Southwick managed to get to Carthage, since ".... Captain Dunn, with
his company, escorted Joseph and Hyrum Smith from their lodgings, togeth-
er with Willard Richards, John Taylor, John P. Greene, Stephen Markham,
Dan Jones, John S. Fullmer, Dr. Southwick [underscoring mine)], and Lor-
enzo Wasson, to the jail [in Carthage). (Cf.: pp.573-574, vol.VI.Docum-
entary History ( June 25th 1844). Also : (June 27th, 1844,12:00 noon,),
p.614, vol. VI., op. cit. "...Dr. Southwick called at the jail. Joseph
gave him a note to Governor Ford or General Deming, requesting them to
furnish him with a pass..."

So, if Dr. Southwick was just a "Southern gentleman'" staying
at the Mansion, who wanted to sell Joseph some land in Texas, then how
does one reconcile the following earlier references to Dr. Southwick ?
Sunday, July 9, 1843, p.508, vol.V., op. cit.Sheriff Reynolds published
a statement of Joseph's arrest in the The 0ld School Democrat of St.
Louis, it was replied to by Esq., Southwick in the same paper.
Wed.,July 5, 1843, p.492, vol.V., op. cit. Esq., Southwick returned from
Warsaw; he wrote a piece for the Warsaw paper in Joseph's defense.
Sat.,July 1st,1843: p.473, veol.V., op. cit.,Dr. Southwick addressed the

Nauvoo Municipal Court in behalf of Joseph - re: investigation of his
habeas corpus writ, re: Joseph's kidnapping in Dixon (June 1843) by
Reynolds.

Friday, June 23rd,1843 : p.442, vol.V., Dr. Southwick mentioned twice on
that page as coming to Joseph's rescue when kidnapped in Dixon, Ill., by
the Missouri officers.

Thursday, June 22, 1843 : p.439, vol.V., "Lawyer Edward Southwick, of
Dixon" [Illinois] notifies Joseph of a writ sworn out against him. -well,
if "Lawyer Edward Southwick" was of Dixon, was he or wasn't he a "South-
ern gentleman" ?

Sunday, July 2, 1843; p.478, vol.V., op. cit. Edward Southwick and Sheph-
erd G. Patrick take a petition (addressed to Gov. Ford).

Wed. June 26, 1844, at 7 A.M., p. 575, vol.VI., "Dr. Southwick went to
see the governor..."

Sunday, July 2, 1843, pp.476-8, vol.V., Edward Southwick making affidavit
together with Shepherd G. Patrick, Harmon Wasson [probably a brother of
Lorenzo Wasson, a nephew of Joseph's]and Cyrus Walker.

Now, would you not agree, that I have a cause to question the
veracity (at times at least) of the Documentary History ? I don't know,
if you have a carbon copy of your letters to me, and if I thus may ref-
erence certain statements or questions of yours posed in you last letter,
specifically relative to the gropp of people in Carthage jail "10 min.to
9 A.M., June 26, 1844, p.576, vol.VI., op. cit.and among them you say,

Mrs. Brooks,about Col. J. Brewer, M.G.Eaton, Dr. Abiathay Williams and
Thomas A. Lyne - that they are unfamiliar to you. May I here fill in the

gaps ?
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he had not replied to my earlier communication, I heard him answer,
saying, "allright", he'll answer it. But, as you promised in your

March 2 letter, Mrs. Brooks, when you see Mr. Schindler, pleoase ment-
ion it to him, and maybe explain my interest; maybe he'll answer in a

manner useful to my research. i & ( .
jkvbenam( ot ékkvbdii- a«&“ a 8?#UJT

Also, I would like to here thank you for calling my attention
to Dale Morgan's op. eit.(supral. u&¥;~u¥¢c¢.
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Let me proceed now to answer some of the points in your last
(March 20th) letter. There is a little confusion in thebipda of many
people, - including mine - , as to the volumination of the Documentary
History of the Church. When I first searched through the six volumes of
this book, which was "edited" bj Elder Brighanm H. Roberts (and at our
U, of Minnesota Walter Library we have the 1912 edition)-there just was
no seventh volume; and I was completely stupefied, when one of my LDS
friends, Stanley B. Kimball, Associate Prof.of History at Univaersity of
Southern Illinois,(and incidentally, a descendant of Heber C. Kimball),
kept on making references to the "seventh volume"~- our library just did
not have any such thing, and the Library of Congress Catalog was ignor-
ant of that volume, too. Finally, another LDS friend, Don R. Snow, Res-
earch Asst.(Assoc.Prof.) in mathematies (!) also, at U. of Minnesota,-
Dept. of Mathematics - and a descendant of Erastus Snow; both fellows
BYU-alumni; and Don straightened me out. He lent me his personal copy o:
the seventh eolume, which ies known by the colloquial name of "The Apost-
olic interregnum" . &

Now, what is confusing, is that upon reading your letter, I
noted your saying that the references you found, Mrs. Brooks, are from
vol.7. I have found most of the entries you cite, about & year ago,and
even some, that you badn't mentioned, but in volume six!

I have found your pp. %12, 490, 554, 576; in volume eix. But,
I have not before come across p. 450, on Eaton Bonmey. Incideantally,
the Documentary Hietory of the Church is part of the Journal History,
I am told; and it is interesting tha;cthis large opus published by a so
well organized department of the Church is so full of typegraphical err
ors: I guess you are right in your assumption, wherein you think &f the
p.450 reference should not read , instead of "...Eaton Bonney..." -
", ..my brother Hyrum, [M.G.] Eaton, (Edward] Bonney, and others...."

Another similar typographical error could be on p. &05,vel.VI.
(May 25th, 18u44) referring to Joseph Smith having had a "long talk" wit]
some, among others, with "Edward Romney" about hiding to evade servicae |
some writs; and I am told that inm the original copy of the Journal Hiet
ery in the Church archives, this reads as "Edwasd Bonney".

Re: your reference to Edward W.,Bonney, as not being mentioned
in a context to indicate he was a Latter-Day Saint on p. %12, vol.VI.,
of the Documentary History ( Monday, May 27th, 1844) may I cite part of
the passage here : "After I had passed my farm on the prairie, most of
the following brethrea {[underscoring by me] joined my company.... ete.
-and then follows a listing, including Edward Bonney's nams.

Then there is a mention on page 500, vol. VI.,(&hﬁa 18, 1844),
which deals with Edward Bonnoy's appeintment as aide-de-capmp to the

Prophet.
Although 1 am aware that You are, Mrs. Brooks, & most objectiv

historian, in your research, and your publications as walli-I am slight
reluctant to say here what I had long on my mind: I am beg naning to

question the veracity of the Documentary History. _
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Take. e.g., the entry, you also found in the Documentary History,(.p.
554, vol. VI., Monday, June 24, 1844), which I am also verbatim quoting,
(just as you did in your 1attar of 3/20/66) :" When they arrived at the
top of the hill, Joseph sent Rockwell with a horse for Dr. Southwick, a
Southern gentleman who had been staying some days at the Mansion, and
who wished General Joseph Smith to buy considerable property in Texas
[("in Texas" was missing from your quotation]; but Ed. .Boaney took possess
ion of the horse, so that Dr. Southwick could not them go."

Pro primo : I needn't emphasize to you who was Orrin Porter
Rockwell; and if"Ed. Bonney" could contravene good old Port, and take
the horse away from him that Joseph commissioned him to fetch for Dr.
Southwick, Bonney must have had quite some influence; and that he got
avay scot-free from baving opposed Joseph, too. How, I domn't know, but
Dr, Southwick managed to get to Carthage, since ".... Captain Dumn, with
his company, escorted Joseph and Hyrum Smith from their lodgings, togeth-
er with Willard Richards, John Taylor, John P. CGreene, Stephen Harkham,
Dan Jones, John S. Fullmer, Dr. Southwick [underscoring mins], and Lor-
enso Wasson, to the jail [in Carthage). (Cf.: pp.573-574, wvol.VI.Docum-
entary History ( June 25th 1844), Also : (June 27th, 1844,12:00 noon,),
p.8i4, vol. VI., op. cit. "...Dr. Southwick called at the jail. Joseph
gave him a note to Governor Ford or Gemeral Deming, roquesting them to

furnish him with a pass..."

So, if Dr. Southwick was just a "Southern gcntleman" staying
at the Mansion, who wanted to sell Joseph some land in Texas, themn how
does one reccncile the following earlier references to Dr. Southwick ?
Sunday, July 9, 1843, p.508, vol.V., op. cit.Sheriff Reynolds published
a statement of Joseph's arrest in the The 0ld School Demoerat of St.
Louis, it was replied to by Esq., Southwick in the same paper.

Wed.,July 5, 1843, p.492, vol.V., op. cit. Esq., Southwick returned from
Warsaw; he wrote a piece for the Warsaw paper in Joseph's defemse.
Sat.,July 1st,1843: p.473, vol.V., op. cit.,Dr. Southwick addressed the
Nauveco Hunicipal Court in behalf of Joseph - re: investigation of his
habeas corpus writ, re: Joseph's kidnapping in Dixzon (Juna 4843) by
Reynolds,

Friday, June 23rd, 4843 : p.442, vol.V., Dr. Southwick mentioned twice orn
that page as coming to Joseph's rescug when kidnapped in Dixon. I11,., by
the MHissouri officers.

Thursday, June 22, 1843 .: p.439, vol.V., "Lawyer Edward Séuthwiok. of
Dixon" [Illinois) notifies Joseph of a writ sworm out against him. -well,
if "Lawyer Edward Southwick" was of Dixon, was he or wasn't he a "South-
ern gentleman" ? .

Sunday, July 2, 184%; p.478, vol.V.,_op. cit. Edward Southuick and Shepl
erd G. Patrick take a petition (addressed to Gov. Ford).

Wed. June 26, 1844, at 7 A.M., p. 375, vol.VI., "Dr. Southwick went to
8¢e the governor..."

Sunday, July 2, 1843, pp.476-8, vol.V., Edward Southwick maklng affidav
together with Shephend G. Patvick. Harmon Wasson [probably a brother of
Lorenzo Wasson, a nephew of Joseph's]and Cyrus Walker. .

Now, would you not agree, that I have a cause to question the
veracity (at times at least) of the Documentary Hietory ? I don't know,
if you have a carbom copy of your letters to me, and if I thus may ref-
erence certain statemdnts or questions of yours posed in you last lette
specifically relative to the gropp of people ir Carthage jail "10 min.t
9 A.M., June 26, 1844, p.576, vol.VI., op. cit.and among them you say,
Hers. Brooka,about Col. J. Brewer, M.5.Eatcn, Dr. Abiathat Williams and
Thomas A. Lyne - that th¢y are un fliar to you. Hay I here £ill in th
gaps 7 ///)r
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Offhand, I can neither place Dr, James H., Lyons; Col. J. Brewer was a
colonel of the Nauveo Legion, and, although I do not have now volumes I)
and/or IV, of the Documentary Hietroy at hand, I secm to remember in the
back of my mind, that he was the Legion officer, im about 1842 or '43,
that the Church, or the Legion had a dispute over, whether. the Legion
should be compensated for pay remitted to Col. Brewer or not, and the
Illinois Secretary of State ( and the State Adjutant-Ceneral's 0ffice)
subsqquently ruled that the state would not pay; there arve affidavits ar
copies of correspondance relating to that case in the Docuymentary Hist-
ory. W.G.Eaton= we know him both from Jackson's booklet (that you lent
me), and as I told you previously, from the Federal counterfeiting ind-
ictment : M.Gilbert Eaton, a partner, or accomplice in counterfeiting, «
Jackson's and Edward William Bonney's. Dr. Abiathar Williams, was a LDS
attorney, who, I believe, lived in Morley settlement, adjaceant to The
City Beautiful; there are several mentionds of him in the Documentary
History; however, he is also mentioned in Bonney's Bandi¢ti om several
instances as Dr. A.B.Williams, one, who with other Mormons comspired to
have the "honest'" Bonney, who captured the bandits (who in turan coop-
erated with the LDS authorities inm Nauvoo in rebberies, counterfeiting
and horsethieveries) and also worked hand-in-hand with the Danites (say:
Bonney), convicted and out of the way; Bonney, according to his narrat-
ive, was anti-Mormon, and the Mormon forces wanted to revenge themselve
for the apprehension of the Reddings in the Miller-Leicy robbery, and
the hanging of the Longs, and Granville Young, in the Col., Davenport
murder-case; in this case Bonney allggedly was opposed by Dr, A.B.Will-
iams (a Mormon), and a Haight; (Haight, it turns out to be, was a U.S,
Marshal, who, after Joseph's martyrdom was hounting Brigham Young with
Federal writ; how then could he have been anti-Bonney, whan he was anti
Mormon, and anti-LDS and anti-Brigham Young in fact ?). Thomas A. Lyne
was an actor; I do not know,i f he was a Saint or not, but certainly a
sympathizer; he was also among the ones, brethren and outsiders, who
accompanied Joseph to Carthage on June 24th, when Joseph left Nauvoo wi
Dr. Willard Richards, Dan Jones, Henry C. Sherwood, Alfred Randall, Jas
Davis, Cyrus H. Wheellock, Abraham C. Hodges, Thomas A. Lyngp and Elder
Jogiah Ells and lawyer Edward Southwick.(It was then that Ed.Benney too
the horse Joseph sent Southwick via Rort Rockwell) the above 1ist I hav
from pp.341 and 459, Inez Smith Davis,The Story of the Church (Independ
ence, Mo.,:1948) - but it is also stated, that Thomas A. Lyne and Elder
Josiah Ells, were then turped back; hcwever, next day they turned up in
Carthage. You, of course, know all the other principals.

As I have pointed out previously, the Church publications are
full of unintentional (or intentional ?) typographical errors; your fin
ing "Eaton Bonmey", my finding Edward Romney (for Bonney) are in this
class: I wonder if another mention (May 15th, 1844),p.339, vol.VI., of
the Documgntary History, in the list of elders appointed to genmeral co
erences of the Church in many states of the U.S., for Ohio, mentions th
appeinlnent of an Edson (Ed.) Barney. It is easy to mis-decipher Barney
out of the Bonney €rom the hollographic. Would you not think this could
be another intentionally, or uniantentionally altered and mis-transcribe
reference to Edward William Bonney ?

I am late with my reply to your two letters. I hope you will
forgive me, Mrs. Brooks; and now I have to take leave, as I have to go
back to Dale Morgan's Overland im 1846, to look for Wales B. Benney,
and other Bonney-s, if I can find them, May I hear from you &t your con
enience (N.B.- I did not say, I did not dare say "early" convenience).

Good luck to us both,
k:ca&*gd; (& W T- Ve uﬂn-,~3;mza4«f
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“t. neorge, Ytah, May 5, 1
Dear Mr. Van Dam:

I arrived home at 6 a.m. this merning after a full week in Salt Lake City
collecting material on what will eventually be a book called " A History
of the Jews in Utah.'" Perhaps I am foolish to become invelved in this, but
the Unibers%ﬁz of Vtﬁ gsk%d me to do it and the Jews of utah seem willing
to pay EOmé ng av

At any rate, 1 have just finished reading Michener's THE SOURCE as a
general introduction and background reading. But I'1l shift mental gears
just a minute to explain why I was ever interested '"'the notorious Tom
Brown'", listed in the records as Nathaniel T. Brown. I ran across him
in the accounts of the Hodges trials and execution for the murder of

a Mr. VMiller and his son-in-law, and naturally found some material in
Bonney's Bgnditti of the Prairie, Then I became convinced that he

was tHé ''one other man, whose name is not of the record," on the

THIS IS THE PLACE monument as being amonpg the first to see the valley

of the Great Szlt Lake.

This, in turn, made me very conscious of the "re-writing" that was done
on Mormon history by Franklin D. Richards, Amos Milton Musser,and others
during the 1870's and later. Even Andrew Jensen, suprosedly so very

reliable , modified his accounts:

_Historical Record, p. 951 ( Vols. 1-8)
Brown, Nsthaniel Thomas, one of the pioneers of 1847, shot

in Iowa in February, 1848, /published 1889/

Historical Record p. 117 (Vol. 9).
BROWN, (NATHANIFL THOMAS) was shot at Council Bluffs, Iowa,

in February, 1848, just as he was preparing to migrate to
the Valley. / published 1890/

1.D.S. Biopravhical Encvclonedia Vol. 4, p. 695.

Brown, Nathaniel Thomas, one of the original pioneers of
Utah, arrived in Great Salt LaKe Vallev in July, 1847,
returned to Winter Quarters with Presi<Brigham Young later
the same year and was accidentally shot at Council Bluffs,
Iowa, in February, 1848, just as he as preparing to return
to Sglt Lake Valley with President Young, who was much distressed
by the tragedy and remarked that Bro. Brown's old shoes were
worth more than the whele body of the man who killed him.
_/ vublished 1936/

Here seems a deliberate attemnt to chanee history. Nathaniel Thomas
Brown traveled west with the Heber C. Kimball group; he returned to
Winter Quarters with the Norton Jacob company. And now he is accidentally

shot, snd has become a man of some worth.
This is trivial, I knowj what really &et me off was the difference in

the stories of Cliver Cowdery before and at his death in 1850, and those
that had been pieced together from shreds or manufactured from whole

cloth in the 1870's.
So I agree with you that for really authentic information we must search
the diaries and records made at the time.

letter of Vov. 22, 1665, nage 3, vyou stated that Bonney "...got

In your let
bantized into the Church of Yesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He rose

fzst in the hierarchy of the Church, and became a Lieutenant-General in
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the Nauvoo Legion, a councilman of the Nauvoo City Council and a junior
member of the firm of Jackson, Heaton and Fonney. He was one of the
closest of the inner circle to the *frophet Joserh Smith and after the
Provhet's martyrdom at Carthape, also to President Brigham Young."

Now this sounded so much like the story of John C. Bennett that I found
it hard to bhelieve the Frophet would be taken in again within a year

by another pseudo convert, at least to the peoint of making him head of
the Legion. I'm glad to have found even as much abcut him as I have. He
certainly was there and among the group during the last weeks--perhavs
months--of Josevh's life, '

Pe: Harold “chindler. I was in a group last week who heard him discuss
his ferth-coming book o Porter Kockwell. The University of Utah press
is to put it out, I understand. Hal is a reporter for the Salt Lake
Tribune, but he became interested in Rockwell some six or seven years
ago and has worked dilirently to find every reference to him. The group
asked a2 number of questions, which kent the Fatrprjng so late that I
forgot to remind him of your request--fact is, I didn't try to discuss
anythine with him there. Too manyv otkers wanted to talk. But I imagine
that he will write. Eventually.

The Comnrehensive Fietory of the Church, by B.H. Reberts and the
Documentary Wistory of the Church put topether from the earlier "Journal
Misterv" notes are quite different, as you have learned. Long ago I
disccvered that the Documentary Histcry, claiming to be an abridgment,
cut material which I thourht should have beey left in and added , or
fitted in other material from other diaries. +his was especially true

in some of my research on the Mermon Battalion.

The lsst pege of your letter is especially interesting and valuable to me,
for I have not followed many of the characters you mention. Men like
Willerd Richards, Dan Jones, Henry G. Sherwood, Cyrus H. Wheelogk,

Abraham C. Hodges...l know well. Also Fdson Barney who served in the
militia in the 1857 "war', and was called to Dixie in 1861, where he

lived out his life. y

Thank vou for taking time to write me in such detail. Your letters are
most informative-=-and in other areas I could give many --too many--
examples of adjustments in LDS “hurch History. This I need not do.

But I do warn all young scholars beginning research in Mormon hlstory
to not be content with thede digests or abridgments. :

It is now after 11 pe.m., and I didn't go to bed at all last night, so
if this is rather incoherent charpe it to that. I'm tryins to clear my
desk of the week'am accumulation of letters so that I may devote my full

attention to mv assipnment,

Corgially o
g L ,1. ! E‘L ;?/L(-"f"/é’.{.’)

IJuan:.ta Rrooks
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“t. rfeoree, Utah, May 6/66-morning

Dear lr. van Dan: City
story

Since I didn't seal this last night, I hasten to add a line s, but

this morning, I definitely AM interested in Nathaniel illing

Thomas Brown, dubhed by FErastus “now when he gallor ed into
camp that Arril noon with four or five cthere '"the hotorious + . g

Tom Erovn." /underlinine nine./ gears
From sorewhere--you perhars-- I learned th:t he was & son of K o
Alanson Brown, himself a rather questionable character. At least + him
in July 1840 & erour from Missouri "...kidnapred Llanson
n

Brown, Jzmes Allred, Kenjamin Boyce, and Noah Rorers; and w1thou1>-\
any writ or warrant of any character, whatever, they dragpged e
thew over to Missouri, to a neighborhood called Tully, in Lewis’
County..."! Here thev were imrrisoned for a time, their lives “i
threstenedy Fovce and Ropers heaten, Prown, with a rone

aronnd his neck '"hune un tc a tree until he was ne:srly ‘2-4

strangled to death...." ( Historical Recomd, 752) ; done
:hers

Aeain ".,.After = silence of two vears (iovernor Borprs, of < vy

Missouri, at lact made a demand on Yoverncr Carlin, of Illinois,
for Joseph Smith, jun., Sidney Rigdon, lyman ¥“igpht, Parley P.
Pratt, Calebd na]dwnn and flanson Brown as fugitives from justice.

(Ibid. 4978).

L3

i o
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Now, this does not mean that Alanson Brown was actually the
father of Nathaniel Thomas Brown; it only gives me a lead
to follow in the LDS Genealcgical library. <hen a Mr. fifield va ,
from Elv, Nevsda, writes me that Tom Frown's mother was a
sister c¢f Brichan Young who had ¥grried #lanson Erown, had one.
or two children and serarated from him, merried asain and had
a family from her second husband. Ancther complicstion!

e,

TN ;
7<

At the vrresent I am not following any of,these; I have other

obligations, PBut as with Ronnev, Levi Yifield, and others, |V

I om quick to note any referehce. E? r

Your note of the "eplit infinitiwee'" reminded me 6f a note I s? ;

found credited to Sir Wirston Churchill when he was reminded stressed
that one should never end a sentence with a nreposition: _Eg ere
"That is a sitvation up with which I :Eﬁlj not put?‘%_ Lh

Ls 2 vnrrt of the PRasic Communicmtions cos;ééAwe did some 43
vocabulary buildihe, with the result that one of my students

who later lived a winter in my home awt=she with my youngest :§

sonfhow, working toward his PhD. &n radiation 59netics) used to -0

play pames with new words. For examrle: "%ell, I fihally ? entally
handed in a l2-page lucubration," Cr 'your callipygian =

girl friend," and if I wished tc know the rmeaning, I covld i . in

uge the dicticnary. The word vbiguitous was very common, Q§ those
used to describe such thincs as flies, some ants, Lnelish > T
eparrows, or other life forms ”hJQP seemed to thrive or to .ﬂf

exist,at least,everywvhere, I'm&re that your ovnening word » ‘g, W
should ha®e been obsequious; 9 think it should not. ﬁg ¥

Flease do not take any of this FPriOHSly. Jt's 2ll seid in a S ot
sririt of procd-fellowship ar? raillery '“'Eﬁl i o A ;;29

11 En

TESL LIl LIT LLSLClL waky - -



S¢. Ge=orge, Utsh
Jul: 1_8, 1¢66
N Dear Fr, w=nDan,
A let frow you hao come te be soretlinin. of an exnerience!
A Plen crgy 1 should add. Bub thiis moraing I'11l have to
wvake my answer rathar brief, if I can., Somsetires the machine
gete ocut of rand,

Cne of the ql&%»irt; which dates back earliest in my life is,

"Ie careful of %orde, ny dorling, for words are wonderful things...
50 The Jave Sunt teoak tlie "febster's Dict'tnrru a5 ite shiortest

beet when 41 cslled "ecallinyviian! ~-heving shapely buttocks.

Cn e ciuiver hedd T recell speskinge ¢f a nerson I knew as queer,

meanine neo Jiar or sccentric, or non-conveniional. I was caught
un sharvnly bv & lady vresent who told re that in the east that
word gueer bad acnnired an entireliy different connctalion, and
theat well-bhred neople drewred it from their vocabulary.

I sm enly tryins to say that for me the study of words will be
g liTe=time= he ".‘.l";:}‘ P ¢

bs I re.enber, we hegan our discussion upon the ncme and position,
eand work of Ldwsrd ''illism Ponney, =nd I assvme Lave agreed that'
1- Ve was in Eauvoe from 1842 to 1844 or 1845% 4
&= ‘'inat while we have no havtismal date, we tﬁink
lie wus probably a member of tlie Mermon Caurch,.
5= That he was associgted 'jnh the groun who were
riendly to Josevh §nmith, btut did not hold a commanding position
amon;: them. Ve was ascociated with them in counterfeiting. . iy
4~ Thui following the death of Jeseph Swith, Bonney
Jeft Nauvoo and later wrote a manuscrint on his adventures as a
self-apncinted detective or plain-clothes man in tracking down °
the guilty in a number of murders. This manmucr¢n+ was revised

shar»aly and anveared in vprint as PALDYLTI OF TEE PRAIKIES.

i

s

In cominns Lo these conclusicns, we have had rather long, involved:
rereprinations into interesting by-ways. 2%
"ith that behind us, let me cons ratulate vou warrnly for the
notes of Fdward '11:Jdm Bonnev s milicary service. You have
certainlv knocked Dr. Jordan sfatewient into srlinters. T1'1ll
held this document confidential until you release. it, and then
join you in vonr satisfaction when the record is eet straieht.
Thank you also for the dra’t of BCHUEY'S MILL, OR BCNRYVILLE,

TI DIANA. Tt with the excellerl maps will make a valuable sddition
to my files. . 4
Have a hanvy vacation #nd research tour. In the meantime, I shall 7
wyself to problems suite foreien to our Bonney friend.

arnly
"y
fv()l diall F 1 s
¢ ' ST mt}&: ise ry RS
) Jousnits Proohs - ; d
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346 North “ain
St. George, Utah
April 16, 1967

Dear Mr, vanDan: ' d

I arrived home from Albuquerque, New liexico, yesterday--where I had
been to meke a final checking on the "The Mormon Battalion Mission,
Piary of John D. Lee," which the New ‘‘exico Historical Review ' will
publish in its July and September issues,-to find here your letter
of April &, ’

I feel that, whatever has been written or said by any of your many
correspondents, khxk vou know more of the life and doings of one
E.W. Bonney than does anyone else, and I strongly sugeest that you
get it into print, either as a monograph or a book-length study.

My own interest in the ﬁﬁn and his period stemmed from my-search
for Nathaniel Thomas Brown, the One Other Man of whom I was
writing because his name was not put on the '"This Is The Place"
monument ., Also I was interested in learning more of the man

-

Brewer or Brower who was mixed up in the counterfeiting bueiness'

in Salt Lake City and in May, 1860, was shot =nd killed om the-

. street there. I believe him to be the sam, person who was in the
. counterfeiting game in Nauvoo, but have not established this

. definitely.

Your point thet there was only one . ' counterfeiting establispment L{ A } 2
in Nauvoo is well taken., My feeling that trere might e more " SN
grew from the claim of William Hall that he carried along a machine . Lih
with the equipment to operate it, anq that it was so heavy that

they were forced to bury it for a time. Stout refers to bogus -

business at Council Bluffs also, but none of these things would

" concern you in your story of Bonney.

I shall continue to keep an eye out for the name, and for-anything
connected with this man, and shall ! forward any such reference to
you, for I should be glad indeed to see your work in print and @

. available to the public. But for the next months my center of
' time and interest is in the Jewish people in Utah. I am far behind
my schedule, so must shut out distractions, interesting as they are.

I am surprised at myself that I should accept an assignment to ﬁork
on the Jews in Utah, but having done so, I must try to fill my

‘ pledge. I shall be glad to be through with it sof that I may turh

to other more interesting areas.

Have no concern about my being hurt or offended. I have no time
nor energy to spend that way-- I am willing to help where I can

+ and glad to accept correction or criticism from those who know

- more on a subject than I do.

Sincere pood vishes,

2 A AR A /5' ﬂﬁ/‘g »«.“,LX&,;
Juanita rooks
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Box 303, St.G_eorge, Utah 84770
Feb. 5, 1969

My, Francis Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Abenue, N.E.
Fridley, Minnesota

55421
Dear Mr, Vgn Ban:

Thank you sor your Christmas card greeting. I was right glad
to recelve, for it set me wondering about you and your work
and famlly and how things in general are going for you.

The years have brought some changes for me--chiefly the
general debility of my husband. He walks with a cane now,
but he still does walk, which is something. He has lost
the use of his right hand, so has learned to eat with his
left, But he does not write or kéép our accounts, which
also makes some difference., But his mind is clear and his
memory fantastic--a very great blessing indeed.

My work has been spotted., I've done a number of shorter
things since finishing the family book--the Story of Will's

father,

I think T told you about the fact that the Notorious Tom Brown
who accompanied the 1847 Mormon pioneer group to Utah was
the Tom Brown who was involved in the murder for which the two
Hodgeg brothers were hanged., He was registered in the roll
as Nathaniel Thomas Brown., The next spring (1848) he was
shot and killed at Winter Quarters, I think by Bill Hickman,

I became all the more curious whéng I com‘ared the three accounts
of his death, all done by the same man., “he first was a simple
statement that he had been killed; the 'second a few years
later, said he had been Accidentally killed; the third, almost
30 years later was quite an eulogy. But I think I have told

you this before,

Now a person comes up &ith the idea that he was Brigham Young's
step-brother, Brigham's mother died in 1817; two years later
his father married Widow Hannzh Brown, who had at least one son,
probably two. She bore John Voung one son, Edward.

The biography of Brigham Young stgtes that "In the meantime

his parents had moved toChenango County, New York." /? his

Eo}her had been dead for some time/ Sometime after 1832,
rlgham Young "baptized his parents, brother Josepn, and several

other members of the family..." Anyway, if this relationship

be true, it will explain many things regarding the murder--or

the events which followed,

The fact that the last account was made shortly after Bill
Hickman's  Confessions appeared as Brigham's Destroying

Angel would lend credence to this.

b aal
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Mrs. Brooks, you have not mentioned to me before one of the shorter

pieces you have completed since last vear, the Story of Will's father.

Can ycu give me a bibliography ? or where you published it ? or a XeroX?

if handy ? I'd like to peruse it.

On your pagg Two of your letter (Febr.5th 1969), Mrs. Brooks, you say
that you'rgpretty sure you told me of the last reference you saw re: our
friend Bonney, in the hand-written diary of Alexander Neibeur just a month

before Joseph Smith was killed:

My 24 called at J. Smith 10 Oclk fornoon (read German) took
Dinner after dinner met the pax & fox Indians Danced their war Dance --
24 called at Br J L met Mr. Bonnie. Bro Joseph told us the first call..... _ %

I have no access to this hand-written diary, obviously. Can you,
Mrs. Brooks, therefore, either complete the ahove citation completely,
after the abeve ellipse, all the way through that day, in tyé%cript ?
But, considering my past digging experiences, I think I am pretty good
at decyrhering illegible orthoaraphy, could you somehow contrive to let
me have a Xerol or a photostat of the above ? I very much would like to
take a crack at it, trving to see, is it "I L" or "J L".Is it John Lott
indeed ? If vou cannot send me but a typescript of it, can you give me
complete bibliographical data on Neibaur's diary, where the original is
housed, and pagination, etc.? Alsc, could you pen me some details on Al-
exander Neibaur, as you are much more of an expert on these other Latter- \of
Day Saints than I ever shall be; I am only an expert on Mr. Bennie [sic]. s

P i aa,
o Ry }

As I said farther above, do not fret, .your letter, if it be full
of blunders (which it isn't), did not faze me a bit, I did take it,indeed,
as a greeting; but I chuckled when you saia ycu heoped that I was engased
in meanirgful work [hal]l, I am indeed busy at work, hut whother it is
meaningful - well, that is another question again.

N T

Thank ycu so much fcr ycur good wishes - they meant so much
from a dear friend, such as you. I am herewith reciprocating same,

AMasteve Good e ches

Francis Adam van Dan

P.S- A‘dexuib Ebea4~ ol ?rruau%¢4— c&ﬂAA%LCI;( C . o
ouy owd - o) — Stede 'bvcha“:?w%%_-\rmdﬂ«-g&ﬁ:m
b — owk ‘8,.,‘_,((5“ —— Mg -sliclers -~



OLp CoOuRTHOUSE
Civic CENTER

1866 — 1966

97 EAST 100 NORTH
ST, GEORGE. UTAH 84770 g
Box 303, St. George, Utah hl
84770
May 24, 1969

Dear UMr. van Dgm:
Pay no attention to this stationery, I happen to have it on hand,

R VI, B

Re: the diary of Alexander Neibsur

This man has had the name of being the first Jew to be converted
to Mormonism, (This is not true, I find one Frederick Levi
who was baptized in Canada six months earlier,)

Neibaur was s Polish or East Cerman Jew, educated in the languages
and law, He broke from home, went into England where he studied
dentistyy, and married a Christian woman,

Some Mormon missionaries converted him there, and about 1842 he

came to Nauvoo. He begen keeping a diary when he boarded ship for
America, and continued at intervals 211 his life, His account

of the life on the boat, of the doings of Nauvoo, of the final,
"Battle of Nauvoo" form the basis for“some Mormon history. Hewas
amone the last to leave the city, Vis wife was pregnant, and he
refused to £azke her from her home wvntil after the child was born,
Hence his account of the last straggling group is the most authentic

77e have,

In S.L. City he was a dentist, he advertised to teach languages, he
manufactured and traded the first '"sudphur-tipped matches " there,

e

) Altronch a loysl Mormon, he did not accept polygamy or livexkx it,

| Hig wife bore him eleven children, one or two of whom married into
the Church kexx hierarchy. One son was something of a renegade--
szt least he belonged tc & pmang who beat-vup a departing government
c*ficial, after they had guarded him safesly from the confines of

Utah,

The third gereration, row we2lthy and high in church circles are very
sensitive abount parts of this lifttle record, have taken it ‘from the
LDS Church offices, and do not want researchers 'snooping around"

in dit. It's just another of trese hsrd-to~understand Mormon quirks,

An insignificant cvt on the end of my right index finger accounts
for a part of tle errors of this pa-ze, Please sccept it all as

a part of how life is &t times, W
A1l ¢ocd wishes »y{274&4Pjé£7

1

M
r.——- ~ - = —_———— - —— - - e ey | e s
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: As you may well see, Mrs. Brooks, I started to write this lattam to you on

i June 24th; but had to cross out the date, and start agaim today, July 3

“ ~ 8ince I had received a letter, and then another one from the Rev, Haalqk

{ ~P. Walters, of the Marissa United Prasbyterian Churech, of Marissa, 118

) ' who wrote and published a little pamphlet, which also appeared ‘as’ an axt—
icle in The Bulletin [now’ The Journal] ofthe 'Evangelical Theological Sc¢ —

ety in The Fall of 1967  &nd im the spring of 1969 in a slightly enlary
Torw in Dialogue.TThe article was accompanied by a pebuttal by Dr. Richelid

4 . L. Buphman, and a reply by Dr. Walthers.]. Mr. Spence of the Illinois Si=tae.

{ . Historical Society, in a conversation with the Rev.. Halthera, I.au to

b " pemembered my years of research in Illipnois following Mr. _Bomney's traeks

) ~. and mentioned my name to the: Rev. Walthers: the Revereand, in tuvn, <

! . my attention to his rccantly (then) having seen a refarence to’ Bonneg. G

ﬁlJuanita Brooks' article in the Utah Historical Quarterlg_of £all 1359 g =

5 "This is a reference. toaa Mr. Bonnie being present in Nauveo Hay 24 2
~4844,-but it does not definitely indicate that he was a member of thel*mmuw
: Jchurch. although this seems most likely since this reference comes frowuw :
- diary- of Alexander Neibaur. Perhaps Miss Brooks could throw more: 1ight ™ E

L@this for you", - told me the Rev. Walthers. R

: Bo I said to myself, that before I finish my latter to you, I uas prga

“to read the article, which caught me .as a surprise; your last letter to we

- mentioned of your trying an article on John D. Lee. Since I do not ge® *Cuh

" Utah Historical Quarterly ( and I didn't know that you were a uenmbaer o
Ecard of Directors, and Board of Editors, or something like that...) [0
library ¢ould not let me have it on an igterlibrary loan basis, I had*bvﬁau
down to the "U" of Minnm. Periodical room, and queikly read it. § 3

! This spould account for the delay between June i4th and today. Bmfti
was 82 worth it, First, I saw a vory impyessive list of facts about ym *ud}
I was unawares of, and also, 1 paw a photograph of you im the Quarter AX
‘The title of the article, as’ on the cover and title-page of the" Quavteﬁ%, {
‘threw me, til I saw the real title above the article: "Jest a Copin'="
fon the cover], while the inside title told me what you have been . telbwgk
me wany times inm your letters. including when you sent me thé "lina: trul,
word true .... word- for-uord copy of the, Xeroll-copy of tha handwrdttencLaQ?
of Nnibaur. Y 5 \ ,

15! 1 learned so much about you, Mrs. Brooka; about your teaching, amd ,
about how you got inte taaching; about your graduate work at: Columbia,dhu e
WPA, about your husband, Sheriff Will Brooks; and, although I am a greem-— -
horn of a newcomer to LDS research ‘(the only elaim to fame I hava isto -
Edward William Bonney, and the genealogy of the Bonney family), I seewm to
rénenber in the back of my mind anyhow, th¢ names of Leavitt and Pula“hk ;
from the Documentary Histories and Comprehensive Histories of the . cbura .
@n short, 1 enjoyed lgarning everything about you, Nrs. Brooks, that L wwd:
privileged to learn from your article ahout a dear friend 1f you parwu

to clasaify you as one., . §o o . £ €

How is Mr. Brooks coming along with hia health ? Plaaae forgivo mu,ﬁw
my so long silence, and let me hear from you if it does not directly :
evfara with your 80 many othor activities.

T B Iy, W s T
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Box 303, £t Ceorre, Uten
eu770
July 11, 197C

My dear New-found Friend:

I was touched and impressed by the firet maje of ycur letter. Your
emotion at seeing your daughter leave with her husband go nearly
parallels my own., One mirl in a family of bors, ard she joins a
young 2nd Lieut in the dir Forece for a career that takes her to

the far cornerc of the earth, I found it kord to accept cheerfully,
Now, after ten years, ne is u lajor, %tley have four children, ard
are stationed for three years in Hawaii, Who am I to complain?
They are very hapvdye

e R S R T

And I have just returned from Altuquerque, where I was for a few days
with a daurhter-jn-law and Ler three children, aw-iting the vaturn of
my youngest son from a trip to Burope wiich took hinm into the Inter-
naticnal meeting of the Radiation-UGenetics biochemists of tlLe world.

He held two seminare in Enplarnd and rave a aper at ...ne:r Ceneva...

I can't even remember the name of the place,

Then the second page of your letter left me truly stripped before jou.

I am almost embarrassed at this  "Trve Confessions” sort of thing,

but that is what they asked me to do., Someone had been trying to find
the inception of the Diary Collecticm, and when 1 said that it began

in my home in St, George, they cculd berdly telieve it, Fence this talk .

lty good husb-nd was there that nirht, and the group paid him a high
tribute, I'e was truly thrilled with the standing ovation.

I knew he wae failing faest, so I took from a tape the stories he hzd
told to his grandchildren during the two weeks of Christwmas vacation
two years ago, put them into sequence and then filled in until I had
a2 book=-size manuscript--az rrall book--which I submitted to the State
Institute of Fine Arts in the division of Pook-length FProse, It won

first prize~~375C.C0, it should appear in print Ly loplember,

Will was sc happy and proud abrut %t. Hle knew of thre prize; he knew the
ms, was in the mill, but he couvldn t wait for it, Hec passed away on
March 28 about 1l:a.m. I had left that rnornirs at eirht to fly
to Ogden for a speech in a convenrtion cn Meormon FHiactery there, and
didn't ever zet the word until six o'clock in the evening,
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I think he wss proud that he was corricd out of his home in the arms
of his eldest son, dressed in rics new suit, complete with tie and

tie-clasp. He had dressed hinself to attend the funcrsl of a neighber,
and blaclked-out when he leaned down Lo tie his sioes,

In my memory “t. George has never scen a funerel like it, Yeld in the
historic o0ld Tabernacle which he had ‘such pride in, the bell tolled
in his honor, flowers exceceding the wildest exrectation, even the
Governor of the ‘tate ca'e voluntarily came to speak, A1l these
thinrs have helped me to be more reconciled, for lie himself wae

ready to gp, thewich he was clear in his mind to his last btreath.

-



t. neorge, Ytah, May 5, 1966
Near Mr. Van Tam:

I arrived home at 6 a.,m. this vwrrnineg after a fvll week in “alt Lale City
collectine materiasl on what will eventually be a book called ' A Histcry
of the Jews in ltah,” Perhars I =m foclish to hecome involved in this, but
" Sl e e t ind 1 Jew ; ee
;gﬂnﬂgizgr§1£1n5 totﬁQV2-§$daﬁﬁ.t“ do it and the Jewva cof uteh reem willing

A+ eny rate, ! heve just finished reading Michener's THiv LOUURCE as a
renernl intrednction ard bsckground reading., Put I'11 shift mental gears
4ust a minute to exrlsin why I was ever interested ''the notorious Tom
Prown", listed in the recerds as Nothaniel T. Brown. J Tan across him
in the sccounte of the Yodpes trials and execution for the murder of

a Mr, Miller and his son-in-law, #nd naturally found some material in

Benney's Benditti of the Preirie, IThen I became convinced that he
was tHe '"one other man, vhore nzme is not of the record,'” on the
THIE IS ™HE PLACE wonument ag being amony the first to see the valley

of the (freat Salt Lake,

This, in turn, mede me very conscicus of the "re-writing" that was done
on Mormon history by Franklin D). Richards, Anos Milton Musser,and others
during the YP70's and later, Fven Andrew Jansen, suprosedly &0 very
reliable , modified his accounts:

_Historical Record, ne 951 { Vols. 1-8)
Brown, Nethaniel Thomas, one of the pioneers of 1847, shot
in Iowa in February, 1848, /published 1889/

istorical Wecord pe 117 (Vol. 9)

BRCWN, (NATHANIEL THCHMAS) was shot at Council Bluffs, Jowa,
in February, 1848, just as he was prenaring to miprste to
the Valley. / published 1790/

‘1..D.8, Pioprarhical Fncvelopedia Vol, 4, p. 695.

Rrown, Nathaniel Thomas, one of the origiral nioneers of
Utah, arrived in Great Salt Take Vallev in July, 1647,
retnrned to Winter Nuarters with PrezidEntgham Young later
the same vear and was accidentelly shot'at Council Eluffs,
lowa, in Fehruary, 1848, just as he as prevaring toc return
to Salt lLake Valley with President Young, who was much distressed
by the tragedy and rerarked that Pro. Brown's old shoes were
worth more than the whole body of the man who killed him,
_/ vublished 1436/

Here seems a deliberate attempt to chanee historv. Nathaniel "honmas

Frown traveled wast with the Heber C., Kimball group; he returned to
Winter Ouarters with the Norton Jzcob company. And now he is sccidentally
shot, and has become a man of some worth,

This is trivial, I know; what really fet me off was the difference in
the stories of (Cliver Coddery before and at hie death in 1850, and those
that had been pieced topether #rdm shrede or manufactvred fronm whole
cloth in the 1870's.

So I agree with you that for really authentic infermation we muist search
the diaries and records made at the time, ‘
In your "atter of Nowv. 22, 1665, page 3, von stanted that Bonney "...g0t

bartized into the Church of Yesue Christ of Latter-Day “aints, He rose
faet 4in the hiersrchy of the Church, and became & Lieutenant-Ceneral in



the Nauvoo lLegion, a councilman of tlie Nauvoo City Touncil and a junior
merber of the firm of Jackson, Meaton and lFonney, He was one of the
clogest of the inner circle teo th= “rophet Jorerh Smith and after the
Provhet's martyrdom at Carthare, alro to President Brigham Yovng."

Now this sounded so much like the story of John C. Bennett that I found
it bard to helieve tithe irophet wonuld be taken in again within a yeur
by another nseudo convert, st least to the peint of making him head of
the legion. 1I'm glad to have found even sg much abcut him as T have, He
certainly was there and amone the proun Aurins the last weeks--rerhane
monthis--of Josevh's life,

Pe: Hprold “chindler, T was in s groun last week who heard him discuss
hies forth-comine boock off Porter “Sockwell, The lUniversity of Utah press
is to put it out, I vnderstand. Hal is a reporter for the Splt Lske
Tribune, but he became interested in Hockwell some six or seven yesrs
ago and has worked dilirently to find every reference to him. 7'he group
asked a numher of questions, which kept the pateringiso late that 1
forgot to remind him of ycur request-~fact is, I didn t try tc discuss
anything with him theres Too meny others wanted tc talk, Put I imagine
that he will write. Yventuallye.

The Comrrehensive Yistory of the Church, by B.H, Reberts and the
Documentsrv Yirctorv of the Church rut tepether from the emrlier "Journal
History" notes rre quite different, ss vou nave learned, Lonpg apo 1
discovered that the Documentary Histery, c¢laiming to be an abhriderent,
cut materinl which I theurht shonld have been left in and added , or
fitted in other meterial from cother dfaries, 4hie was esnecially true

in some of my research on the Mermon Papttalion.

The lept repe of your letter 1is especielly interesting and velusble to me,
for I have not followed many of the characters you mention. Men like
Willard Fichards, Dar Jones, Henry (. Sherwood, Cyrus H. Vheelo€k,

Abraham C. Hodpes...J know well, Also Fdson Barney who served in the
militie in the 1857 "war'', and was called to Dixie in 1861, where he

lived cut his life,

Thank you for teking time tc write me in such detail, Yonr letters are
moat infermative-—-and in cother areas I could pive many =--toco rany-=-
exsmplee of adjustments in IDS “hurch History. This I need not do.

Put I do warn all young scholars beginning researcn in Mormon histcry
fo not bhe content with theke ripensrs or abridements.

It is now safter 11 p.m., and I Adidn't po to bhed at all lart nirht, so
if thin ie rather ircoberent charpe it to thet, I'm ftryin- to clear my
desk of the werk'm accumulation of letters so that I may devote my full

attention to nv asrignment,
Cordinlly,

Juanita PRrooks



ft, Georpe, Ulph, May 6/66-morning
Dear ¥r. v=n lan:

Since I Asdn't sezl this lart nicht, 1 hasten Lo add a line
this marnine, I definitely AM interested in Nathaniel
Thomas Frown, duhbed by Frastue ‘now when he pallor ed into
canp that Arril noon with four or five othors '"the MHotorious
Tom BErown,' Junderlininem mine,/ .

FProm somewlere--vou nerhars-- I learned thet he vas a son of
Aldnmson Rrown, himegelf a rather questionable character. At lesst
in July 1840 & rrour from Miesouri "...Xidnarped Alanson

Brown, James Allred, Penismin Boyce, and Noah Ropers; and without
any writ or warrant of any character, whatever, they drapgged

tnem cver to Missouri, to a neichborhoed called Tully, in Lewis
Covnty..." Here ihey were imrrisconed fer a time, their lives
threstered Rovece and Popers heaten, Prown, with a rone

arctind his nmeck "hung un te s tree until he was nes=rly

etr-meled teo desth...." ( Historica) Recopd, 752}

poin "...After s silence of two ye=rs liovernor Eopee, of
Misscuri, at last made a demand on Yovernor Carlin, of Illineis,
for Joseph Smith, jun,., Sidney Rizdon, lLyman “ipght, Farley P.
Pratt, Caleh Haldwin and £lanson lrown as fugitives from justiee."

(Ibid. 498)

Wow, this does not mean thst Alanson Frown was actually the
father of lNathaniel Thormae PBrowns it only rives me a lead

to follow in the 1DE Genealorical library. '+hen a Mr, *ifield
from Fly, levada, writes me that  Tom Frown's mother was a
sister of Priechan Yeurng who had Married Alanson Brown, had one
or twe crildren and separated from him, merried amain and had
a family frem her second hwsbande Ancther complic-tien!

At the nresent I am not following any of thesej I have other
oblipptions, Put as with Ronney, levi Fifield, and cthers,
I am gonick to note any referehce.

Your note of the "eplit infinitiwe" reminded me of & note T
found credited to Sir "insten Churchill when he was reminded
that one =hculd naver end a sentence vith a mrenosition:
"That i85 a situation un with which ¥ would not putt”

Me & prrt of the Basic Communic-tions course we did some
vocabulnary huilding, with the result that one of my siudents
who 1:ter lived a winter in mv homa and who with my youngest
eon now working toward his PhD, #n radiation eenetics, used to
plav pamee vith rew words. For examrle: '"ell, I finally
handed in a 12=psge lucubration," Ur "wvour callipypian
pirl friend," and if I wished to know the meaning, 1 covld
uge the dictionarys The word ubiouitous was Very common,
used to descrihe sueh thinpgs as fTlies, rome ants, &nrlish
gparrowe, or othor life forme which seemed to thrive or to
exist at lemst everyvhere, I'm sure that your oneninp vord
should have been chsequious; T think it should not,

Menge do not talke any of thise Fn}‘i(‘-‘ttﬁly. Tt's 2ll said in a
eririt of prood-fellovwship and raillery



Francis Adam van Dan;
University of Minnesola
Graduate School,

File # 627004

BOHNEY 'S MILL, or BONNEYVILLE, Fridley, Minnesota 55421
INDIAHA Phone : 560 - 3177
JUL 8 1966
by

Francis Atam van Dan

SECOND DRAFT

T“he year of the Lord was 1835. Some time, arcund July, or
seplenber of that year, " a large, f;ne-loakinq marn “1, six foot
ownd o ghly ¥iow,
tall, with blue eye:hbmovad with his llttle family, consisting of
his wife, Maria, and his daughter, Bernice Eliza, born three years
Previously; Enssesteesoe—i novedto Elkhart county, Indiana. Zdward

William Bonney came to Middlebury township, in CLlkhart County, Indiana,
FA A

from Cortland, Cortland county, Hew York, ses—famssa—ceasaae, dé a

?’“Ar W
% R e a?’t_hree of u:..aArf:ldtiv:.s T, < UOluy Van Fraonk, Will-

iam Van Frank ané P.R, Van Frank: and also, Jediah Cobb C ins and

William Cummins, J. ¥. Brown, Hirarm Chase, William Hall, Priend Curt-~

ig¢, l'dward Joyce and Aknson Arnold.” sewaTd Lonney oty —fedlowaa—fan—

Donney fasdly, originally from Massachusetts, had, by tuis time,

branches in Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, New York,gnd-?enn-
Md Wb-

sylvanian Edward Bonney's grandfather, Levi Bonney, while a native

of Massachusetts, lived untll the end of the Reveluticnary wWar in

3

Cornwall, Connecticut: after the war he moved to Hew York State.

{(Until this day there stands a house at the Cornwall Bridge, at 200
Edoenill Road, in present-day New ldaven, a house 3, that Stephen

Bonney, second cousin of Levi Bopney's sons, built.)

Edward William Bonney? goylowed in the footsteps of his



clder borthers, in moving West : Oliver Webster Bonney, (the oldest), 23
wiio, together with his wife, Laura Benedict, left Cortland, Hew Yor::\ :
after having been duly discharged from the Homer (N.Y.) Congregation-

al Cnuruhs. Dventually he moved to Danby, Du Page County, in Illin-

Qiﬂ.s The second brother, Levi Boaney, stayed in New York, but the

third, Amasa Bonney, moved West nexi, He went to Chio, probably to
Conneaut . either thoere, or in Rirtland ftself, he must have met with

the Mormons, for Le became a Latter-Day Saint himself, and a member

of the irtland Safety Socicty, a2 Lanking organization under the gegis

of the Mormen Church.7 Eventually five out of Jethro lay Bennay's

and Laurana Webster Bonney's nine children had wound up West : Qliver
Helbster and his wife in illinoise.hmaua Bonney and hie wife, Edward
William Bonney, and his wife, too: Lu@inda Bonney anéd her husband,

Davia Gates, in Linden, Whiteside county (Nertheast of Davenport),

in Illinolsea while Clarissa Bonnev and Ler husband, Orlando Mack,

in Niles, Michiqan’ Amasa Bonney eventually returned to Certland,

New York.®

Edward Bonnev ( he seldom used "William" as a middle name ),
and the little band of friernds frem Cortland countv, New York, settl-
ed alone the Vistula Road - an early main East-West road across the
northern part cof the state of Indiana, west from Tolede ~ near the
Little Elkhart river, asbout two niles east of present-day Bristoil,
along what ir now Road 120: they laid out a town, and at once pet-
itioned that the township be set off, and organized it under the name
of EFonneyville. Luke and Mark Sankerxr, Samuel Ebi, and Nathan Waipple

arrived in Bonneyville in 1837 16

; dn the same year, Nathan Whipple
and Edward William Bonney, partners, built both a flouring mill and
a savnill, Loth powered by the Little Flkhart river. This was an int-

eresting piece cof son following in his father's footsteps, as



crerated a sawmill on the Thicglinicoga river in Port Vatcon, Lear

Cortland, dNew ¥York, in the vears between 101€¢ and 182877 The ¢ris

mill and the sawmill built by Ldwerd Benney and nNathan Whipple
B SR e e iy w3 . & = | . - . 4 X | 3 =%
were situated about three milics cast of the present Lristol, 1in

nm
the Weat half of the iiogptheast gusrter of Section 30, Tow r::e;-.i:_-h3i‘:‘,
menidiam / e

--‘-:t.a Range Seven Last, { w=hE,8ec,3C twp.3¢ N X T E }.7°

3 0%

gattled by Willianm Hunter, who came in 1833, and who leoccated en

1% R 'Bmw.a - a-rmp‘s avv:cw.!%_)  aes 38
A s b A ' e &

Otheys indicate as Davii

. P P 5% i Wia wt s IXim ety g ) = : . 3 winY  o5F
George Roudebush and his wife, Eusannaly, toern so0lu tins parcel of

land for $275.60 to Lewis M. Alverscn and wife, Emeline: it was

from thom that Edwsrd 3onnev and his wife, Maria L., acguired it by
= 18
2 warranty deed on Pebruary 10, 1837, for S6C0.06.77 Here bonney
settled with hie little familv., On Arril lest, 183%, a second chilc
=
rato1?

was horn to them. Mary L. (Flizasbeth) Bonney, nicknamed
but a little over a fortnight lazter, the death of their firstbor:
dauchter, Bernice B, (Eliza) saddened their hearts., She died on Apr-

%m‘“-l-\‘o-.u.c_

1 19%th, 183%, and was buriec in the little, ceretery, aheul s

she died at the tendey ace of " & vrs., 5 mes.,
1% dya, * - ar her tombstone reads. Also, her tombstone, withu typical

“Bonney caralegsness” on nemes, calls her “Eliza ! fonpney . and, [as

calls the father of the little girl "william Bonney". Yet, she is

wionm she rests in that little cemetery.



Ponney laid ouwt the town site &t that location and expect-
ed that someday a city would occupy the place. No plat of the prog-
osed town was ever recorded, A schoolhofse was built next, where a
Mr. Depew, a Presbyterien minister, who didé missionary work, held
services, too.22 Bonnev continued to buy land in bonneyville . the
Tract Look shows purchase by EBEdward Bonney of the Nerthwestern guart-
ar of the Scuthwestern guarter-scoticr of Bection 28 ("s5w, 8SW 28") -
en June 30, 1835; this lanc being aboul 1% niles east of the other,
previously mentioned purchase, and also en the Little Elkhart. Turn-
ing the vages further, page 148 lists Edward Bomnnev as purchasing the
NVorthwestern quarter of the Southwestern Quarter-gsection of Sectien
26 (" NW BW 20" ), on April 19, 1838: end this tract is lesez than a
mile north of the other two, and in Lhetween them?anluo on this page
ig an entry for Nathan Whipple - Donney's early partmer ir the mili-
building - , the entire Hortheastern Qusrter-section of Secticn 19,

in 1835 %3Snction 19 is the next Becticn north of Section 30, Accerd-

ing to deed records at the Elkbart County courthouse at Goshen, Indiana,
there is an assignment of land by Jasper Cannett te Zdward Benney,

dated April 19, 1836, Mhe size of this dedday troct {0 seremsasdily
ot \a,.} =RnOodn Ceceessasmees ;. Dot the previously mentioned Liree tracts

represent 160 acres ( George Roudebush-~tract : 80 acres, the % quart-

er segticon in Section 20 : 40 acres, aund the % quarter section in

Secticn 286 : alsc 40 scores ): Bonney Lo done pretty well by lcaving



$
Cortland, [(N.Y.), whore sis entirehfamilv farmed on about 5¢ acres.‘4
What probably today remaire of Bonneyville, the town orig-
inally laid cut by Bonney in and about 1834~1835, is the little cem-
adrewk o ualf - wile e will,

eteryA}in which Bernice Elizz Bonney rests alongside her fother, Hdw-

broucht here for buriasl, aft-

ard William Bonney ¥ =
e ek A : " -

er stegmwsdme in Chicage, on Flebruary 4, 1864 ), togsther with
William Tuffs, Revolutionary War aad Doston Tea Party vetersn: and
the flouring mill. The Bonneyville mill, today, is in Zlkhart county,
the county to the east of $t, Josaph county, about two miles =ast of
Bristel. but not fellowing the tracke of the New York Central fail-
road towards Vistela; rather on the Little Elkhart river asd op Eoad
i20. Bomneyville gradually became an important trade and marketplace
and crossroads, too. in the late 1830's, before Geshen and Elkhart

drew awey the tiade; Bonneyville was the center of the caroe and

barge and cross-country trade for a vast hinterland dietrict.

fdward Willism Bornev was extremely popular in his ncighbor-
hoeod at "Bonney Mills", andéd his neighbors were always ready to do

kim a favor when called wpon, but Benney, too, was, ready th reeipr-

ocata., 25

A

The Bonneyville mill is cnme of the few water-powered grist-
mille in the state of Irdiana, and the cldest one »f thew: and the cne,
ﬂ whici: not only is eldest, but has heen in centinuous oparaten for

well cver a century, since it was built in 1837,

A

Se—— (S onney G

while in Bonrneyville : & farned on at least 160 acres, cperated a

grictmill A & sawmill] with his psrtrer, Nsthan Whiople, and, in about

1841, becane a tavern or innkenper.‘—"6



feccrds of the U.S. Cansus for Indiana, Elkhart eounty, for the year
1848, montion Edward ¥oanney, as nead of the family (male, between 36
and 40 yrs.) - ne was 37 then; his wife, (female, betweoen 30 and 40),
- SLa was 37, then, too; and thelr surviving daughter, Mary Rliz-
abeth ("Mate"), (femsle -~ undar 5).27 Hartha J. {Jane) -~ later nick-
named "Mary Jane” - Honnay, a third, and second surviving daughter

was born tet the Benneys, in benpevville, on Pebruary 10, 1342,

Edward william Bouney was allegaedly styricken with a curioﬁs
eye-inflammation ip March 1243, as & result of which, he was tempor-
arily deprived ef his vision : in Pebruary of 1844, he should have
taken & trip " to the West *, "visiting many places”, according to
hig own aceount, and retumnad "hema™, to Bonneyville, only in April
ef 1844, enly to settlas Ia dawveo, Illinois, the Mormon strongheld,

in May of 1844.28

We cannot, however, take Bopney’s word for grant-

ad : he was indicted, in 1843, in Iilinois, for counterfeiting the

“money current in the United States”, and there is an article. which,

A WA

nitherto, had eseaped dating, pagination or issue, as it ISAL cl&ppinq h;

in a femlly scrapbock : it was published, in approximately, in 1880,

in the Goshen Demoerat, and rsprinted in the Goshen Hews, Llits suoc-

esper, in 1940, atating that, when the oriciuwal house (Bonney's) was

torm deown by Conp €, Baily, the grandfather of the present owner of

the Bonpeyville Mill, countorfait ceins were found in the building:

these gounterfeit colns strangely ceincide with the descriptien in
\\.\.M.A.n.v

the indictpent of 1845, geilich mess Lonney, a few years later again,

the subiect of eriminal rrosecution for a Pederal offense, this time,
arhcle cam Mraa

in Illincis. The AEeWSPRpEIClipping eentinwes—ibe narrati@g of bonney's

arrast in 1842, andiﬁia saving been taken in handeuffs to Indiana-

pelis for trlal in a Federal court; but concludes by stating, that he



*
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‘

Ris j&JZAﬁQ&ﬂrﬂl/
escapec from his captors, and(made his way to Nauvoo, Illineis.za

Lpon examination of the abstracis of the land-transacticns of lande

cwned by bouney in Bonneyville, the researchar cannct escape the

impression of some of these transactions appearing to him as spur-

igus deals, that ecould,
stadtiate some of these suppositions on Bonney. (The Federal court
racoxds covering this sewwe, 1842 counterfeiting indictment are
completely wissing.) Bomney kept on selling and re~-purchasing the
same tract of land to and from a Charles M, Smith, and a John Adw-
ams; first selling a helf-interest in the cne-half of a guarter-
secticn of land for two thousand dollars, and fifteen hundred doll-
ars, respectively; then, all of a sudden, repurchasing the same
parcel of land for $510,000.00; and, then, in 1842, selling it again
for the sape amount. In the absence of a thorough knewledge of the
then prevailing statutes and practices in Indiana, armed only with
present-day legal reasoning, one may suspect, that when Sonnev last
sold the tract of land in questieon, he sold land, to which he had

80 legal or clear title : ~ clearly, he seeb-sewe conmitted fraund,
Haybe, because he was just then preparing tc move to Hauvoe for good,

and wanted _to raise an extra ten thousand feollars, which he thus obt-

30@9, verbaine e eulive veal cfafe absthwmel

ained, L W# F %1

G*g-oba";l!”; Bonney spent the next four vears in Nauveo, Illinecis, - o
(M“‘smi S———lbes . e moved in May 1845 to lontrose, Iowa, which the
}&xuqyw:L"fﬁarmuns called Larshemla, and left only, when the Mormons were ax-
e“”°| pellec fyrom Nauvoo and Illincis. Bonney then backtracked farther
E:?é;:ﬁ:: East in Illivois, and it was then, that he wrote his book, The
Meouvee Banditii of the Pmiries, published in 1850. It was in this e
\j‘c;;““m waadmmn Dart of Illinocis, where about a dozen of his relatives lived,
Coumbes in & geographically rather sess solid block?k



Edward Willlam Boaney died at his home in Chicage, leocated at the
corner of Leavitt and HMadison streets, [ in today’s Chiecage, this
would ba close to Cock County Hospital, notth of Chicago Stadium,
and to the southwsst of Uniocn Park: between Western and Damen, and
te the north of the Congress strect Expressway ] and he died of
what was then tersmed as “paralysis™, but from the sympioms we to-

day would surmise, that it was meningitis*31

Bonney's remains were brought back to Romneyville, and

grietly interred in the little cewetery next te his first daughter's




ANALYSIS OF ABSTRACT OF TITLE
of Wesy half of NE quarter of
Section 30 in Twp. 38 N R 7 E.

Transactions No. 6 through No. 10 appear to be most spurious. In the first
instance, land, that Bonney purchased for $600, was sold within t-o years
for $3500, and another year later re-purchased for $10,000.

Granted, there might have been a local land-bpom : two years
later Bonney sold this parcel of land again for $10,000; yet, Chas. M.
Smith sold the same tract another year later, for only $3000, and the
same tract sold another year later for $1000. The lawsuit in a court of

equity was settled in 1846 at a consideration of $500.

Transactions No. 8 and No. 9 are the most spurious of them all.
Although Bonney sold his land to John Adams on August 4th, 1842, it was
not recorded until November 18th; the very day this was recorded, John Adam
s hastened to grant E.M.Chamberlain a power-of-attorney, and had it rec-
orded the next day. Yet, two months and three weeks after Bonney sold his
land to John Adams, and had no legal control or title over it, he already
had given a deed to Chas. M. Smith in transaction No.9, while technically,
E.M.Chamberlain was still in lawful possesssion of the land by virtue of
the power-of-attroney granted him by John Adams; besides there is no rec-
ord of Edward Bonney having repurchased the land from the holder of the
power-of-attorney, E.M.Chamberlain. Yet, Edward Bonney had already sold the
land to Chas. M. Smith, by the date of the deed. Then, the deed, that Edw-
ard Bonney gave Chas. M. Smith, dated October 25th,1842, in transaction
No.9 , was not recorded until 13 months later. Inhhe last transaction, (No.
10) , John Adams had recorded a deed, that did not even exist, as the date
of recording was August 22, 1843, while the date of the deed was September
B 843,

Scrutinizin§ the above, Edward Bonney sold half interest in his
land to Chas. M. Smith in 1838; and the remaining half in 1839: the same
Chas. M. Smith re-sold Bonney this tract a year later. Bonney then sold
it to John Adams, John Adams transferred it to E.M.Chamberlain by the pow-
er-of-attorney; and in an unexplained way Bonney regained control or title
to the land, only to sell it again to Chas. M. Smith, who, in turn, sold it
back to John Adams.

There are t50 explanagions possible : there is no proof to eith-
er 8 of them, but legal common sense dictates them both : 1) Bonney had,
for all eventualities, prepared in advance, pre-dated deeds, in collusion
with two of his cronies, Chas. M. Smith and John Adams, and when, he would
have had a court-judgment attach or lien or mortgage his property, he hast-
ened to have a fictitious sale recorded to frustrate the execution of such
judgments. Or, 2), Bonney, when arrested in 1842 on x¢he [Indiana] count-
erfeiting indictment, in order to be bailed out, had to find a person with
sufficient money or property to stand behind the legal recognizance requ-
ired by the court to stand behind the bail [and apprently was at a loss
to find such a person], he fictitiously "sold" his land at a grossly infl-
ated price, to make it appear before the court, that his bail had, at
least, say, $10,000 worth of land.

" One thing we know for sure : we know, that Bonney, very definit-
ely, intended sometime in his life to return to Bonneyville, and settle
there for good. This is proven by the fact that Bonney, in his selling,
wheeling-dealing land, exempted and reserved 5% acres of land, which never
changed hands, and had it not been for a delinquent tax forfeiture, it,
even today,;,;till would be in Bonney's name. Bonney, eventually, realiz-
ed his goal : return to Bonneyville, he did; if not in this world, he did
so in the hereinafter. Francis Adam van Dan L 2 1365

6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. 3V
Fridley, Minnesota 55421




Abstract of Title to the following Real Estate in Elkhart County, State

of Indiana, to-wit: Commencing at the South-west corner of the West half
of the North-east 1/4 Section 30 Township 38 North, Range 7 East; thence
North along said West line 60 rods; thence East about 22 rods to the cent-
®Tof the highway; thence in anOrth-easterly direction along the center of
the highway to where the said highway intersects the East line of the
said West half; thence South to the South-east corner of said West hald;

thence West to the place of beginning; Also the West half of the East
half of the North-east 1/4 of said Section, Township and Range; except

the following land heretofore sold off of the above described land :

5 1/2 Acres out of the Southeast corner of the first described tract and
about 8 acres off of the West side of the first described tract; also 8
acres off of the South end of the last described tract; leaving 60 Acres
more or less. The 5 1/2 acres first above excepted is described as foll-
St :Com.[mence] at S.E. cor.[ner] of said W 1/2 thence W. 7 chains;
thence North 7 chains to the Little Elkhart River; thence East along said
river to East line said lot; thence South to the place of beginning ;

the second excepted tract is fully described in No. 56 of the flollowing
Abstract.

Compiled January 19th , 1903.

No .1l.
United States Tract Book B, page 152; By Certific-
ate of Entry March 12, 1832; Descr-
¥ iption : W % of N.E. %, Section 30,
Township 38 North, Range 7 East :
George Roudebush 80 acres.

Note : Patent Deed for above land is not recorded in this County.

I

No.2.
Deed Record No. 3, Page 120; By Warranty
gﬁgrgffgogg‘:gﬁgh Ieed,Sept.17,1836;Recorded Nov.8,1836;
to Consideration: $275.00; Conveying the
Lewis M. Alverson land described in No. 1 above.
No. 3.

Lewis M. Alverson Deed Record 3, Page 50 2; By WarrantyDeed

and wife Emeline Feb.10,1837;Recorded May 24,1837;Consid-
to eration : $600.00; Conveying the land
Edward Bonney described in No. 1 above.
No. 4.

Rilward Bonney
and wife Maria S. Deed Record 5, Page 267;By Warranty Deed;
B Nov.9,lBBg;Regogged:Nov.lB, 1838; Consida
; eration: $2000.00;Conveying equal undivid-

Charles M. Smith ed % of the land described in No. 1 above;
reserving in the Southeast corner of said lot 5 acres & 96 rods commencing at the
South-east corner stake and running thence West 7 chains thence North 7 chains;
thence East and on the bank of the Little Elkhart River to the East line of said
lot; thence South to the place of beginning.




© Francis Adam van Dan
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[Abstract]

Edward Bonney
and wife Maria S.

to
Charles M. Smith

No.

Page -2-

S

Deed Record 5 Page 438;By WarrantyDeed
Feb.1,1839;Recorded March 4,1839;Consid-
eration: $1500.00; Conveying as follows:
Part of the W% of N.E.% Sec. No.30 in

Town.38 N.R.7 E.commencing at the North-east coner stake of said lot and running
thence South to the channel of the Little Elkhart River; thence W. along the chan-
nel of said stream 7 chains; thence South to the South line of said lot;thence West
to the SW corner stake; thence N. to the NW corner or half-mile stake ond the N.

line of said Section; thence E. along said

aining 75 acres.

No.

EKdwaxdxBermeyx Chas. M. Smith

to

dehrx&dans Edward Bonney
[Civil condition of grantor not stated]

No‘

Edward Bonney
to

John Adams
[ Civil condition of grantor not stated]

John Adams

to
E.M.Chamberlain

gXARRKxxRaxgairxandxseXixkhexiandxagxdegzx]

No.

line to the place of the beginning; cont-

6.
Deed Record 6 Page 329;By WarrantyDeed
March 1,1840;Recorded Oct.29,1840;Consid
eration $10,000.00;Conveying all the

land described in No.l above.

T

Deed Record 7 page 343;By WarrantyDeed
Aug.4,1842;Recorded: Nov.18,1842;Consid-
eration: $10,000.00;Conveying the land
described in No. 1 above other land.

8.

Deed Record 7 Page 344;By Power of Att-
orney;Nov.18,1842; Recorded:Nov.19,1842:
Grantor constituting and appointing
grantee as his true and lawful attorney

chfdrxhxNeandxabgREsxpiagexangdxskeagxkax

for him and in his place and stead to

grant, bargain and sell the land as described in No. 1 above but at a price not
less than § 1000.00 and in his name, place and stead sign, seal, and deliver to
such purchaser or purchasers good and sufficient deed or deeds as well as he might
do if personally present. Confirming all the acts of his said attorney.

No.

Edward Bonney
& wife, Maria S.

to
Charles M. Smith

No.

Charles M. Smith
to
John Adams

[Civil condition of grantor not stated]

9'

Deed Record 7 Page 350;By WarrantyDeed;
Oct.25,1842;Recorded:Nov.23,1843;:Consid-
eration: $10,000.00;Conveying the land
described in No. 1 above, except 5kacres
out of the S.E. corner of said lot.

10.

Deed Record 8 Page 510;By QuitclaimbDeed
Sept.8,1843;Recorded Aug.22,1843;Consid-
eration: $3000.00; Conveying the land
described in No. 1 above with the excep-
tion as in No. 9. above.

[Note by F.A.van Dan: it is, however, known from the next, (No.ll) entry that

© Francis Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E.
Fridley, Minnesota 55421

John Adams held the land jointly with his wife, named Eliza].

JUL 8 1968
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Nobody in this country, or, for that matter, anywhere else, knows the
last years, months, weeks and days of Edward Bonney's death. Cf. this
here below information with the last lines of para One of p. xviii of the
"Introduction" by Dr. Philip D.(Dillon) Jordan, (Prof. of History at our
University of Minnesotal)to the 1963 re-edition of The Banditti of the
Prairies (Noxzamm Norman [Okla.] ; Univ. of Oklahoma Press : 1963 ).

PLEASE TREAT THIS INFORMATION ABSULUTELY AS CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL I
PUBLISH MY PAPER ?!!

Som
* k%

%0

Bonnex's militarx service.
* 2 2 2 2 F 2 F R EE R EE TR EE R R R TR 3

A gray-haired Edward Bonney, at the age of 55, enlisted in the service of
his civil war —tppn country, in Chicago, on August 18, 1862. He signed up
as a private, for three years, before a Captain John. S. Williams. Bonney
was mustered into Company "G" [George] of the 127th Illinois Infanrty
Volunteer Regiment, on October 22, 1862, by a Captain Barri.

His regiment left for the Missisippi river campaign, but Bonney
stayed in the Chicago area, as, on November 9, 1862, Bonney was detailed
by order of Col. John Van Airnan, to serve under Lieutenant William Warner,
at Camp Douglas [Chicago], to pursue and arrest absentees and deserters
from the 127th Illinois Regt., and escort them to Young's Point, Louisi-
ana, where his regiment then was. On January 26, 1863 Lieutenant Warner
and private Bonney left Chicago to rejoin their regiment. On their journey
down the Missisippi, on board the steamship C.E.Hillman, between Cairo
[Illinois], and Memphis [Tenn.], Bonney, an enlisted man, excluded from
the ship's cabin, had to sleep out on the "guards" [of the paddlewheels]
and in the severe weather, comtracted a violent head-cold, "which settled
in his head and finally gathered and broke discharging........ from his
left ear" - reported Lieut. Warner, from Walnut Hills, Miss., on 7/2/
1863. With his regiment for the next five months, but sickly and unfit
for service, he was sick furloughed beginning July 1863 to Chicago, his
home.

As his regiment was part of the "big push" at Vieksburg, in
pursuance of General Order No. 65 of 1862, he was ordered to report back
at his unit on October 19, 1863; but Bonney never made it : en route from
Cairo to Memphis, he had to be admitted to the U.S.Marine Héspital at
St. Louis, Mo., on about October 21, 1863, and was ordered discharged
from the service of the Army of the United States by order of Gen. Clinton
B. Fisk, in St. Louis, on December 23, 1863, for partial paralysis of the
lower extremities. Bonney was found unfit for service even in the Invalid
Corps.

After separation (honorable discharge for disallity), he was
sent home to Chicago, and arrived there sometime around the 13th of January
1864. He died on February 4, 1864.

(Compiled from various documents at the U.S. GSA-Natl Archives, in their
differeht Branches, and also, the records of the Adjutant-General's Off-
ice, Illinois 8tate Archives.)

©

Francis Adam van Dan,
University of Minnesola

Graduate School, 4 JUL 8 1986
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Fridley, Minnesota 55421
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July 11, 1966 \ :
£ Francis Adam van Dan;

Mrs. Juanita Brooks, University of Minnesola
346 North Main Street, Graduate School. & |
St. George, Utah 84770 6342 Baker Avenue, N. E.

Fridley, Minnesota 55421

Dear Mrs. Brooks

; I have here before me two of your letters, one from the 5th of
May[after 11 p.m.], and another one, mailed in the same envelope, dated
May 6th. I want to thank you for both letters: they were both charming
and enjoyable, and I responded to the philological ribbing, I took it in
the spirit of good fellowship and raillery. But as long as we are on the
subject of philology and semantics, may I here be forgiven, in correct-
ing you, Mrs. Brooks ? The opening word of my letter to you of April 26th
should read correctly "Ubiquitous", which if I remember my Latin correctly
derives from the Latin ubique, meanlng Yeverywhere", therefore, ubiquitously
Jeverywhere pervasively present'; that is, by the time I wrote that letter
to you, I had En.repeatedly had to apologlze to you for answering your
letters with some delay; viz.: auto-accident; my wife's dolecystectomy,
etc., thus, ubiquitous, in my usage though 51m11ar to your '"everywhere -
present Elles, ants, sparrows, etc}" common forms of life; I used it in
the "turning up everywhere'" denotation.

Your suggesting obsequious, although correct, had not appealed
to me, since the latin“gggggg sequi, secutus sum‘verb to me means= to fol-
low; ob-sequor = to comply; and though in the archaic I could use it mean -~
ing ' prompt“, another archaic meaning would rather be"servilely compllant
yet, in my mind I rather associate it with "dutiful in manifesting towards
the dead", and thus I discarded it.

I liked very much the witty adjective advocated by your son and
the student of yours (who lived in your house) when referring to "your
callipygian girl friend"; where'"Calli"is a comblnatlve form of the greek

iy Kuffo§ [ kallos] , and"pygian" is formed from T@yﬂ,[puge](the upsilon being
"4¥xr"u " a sound similar to Ubung in German and huitre in the French), which
is the name of the statue of Venus of Delos. But I am told, that 1n modern
American usage ”calllpyglan” specifically refers to having shapely or fin-
ely developed .... ahhh.... derriére (?)or buttocks ... hm, to stay in the
orbit separated from the Victorlan unmentionables; or would the term "hip-
py'" be more appropriate, though in the vernacular.

Semantics and philology are a challenge to me, always. So, I
rather enjoyed it.

% £ £

Now come my ubiquitous apologies. Apparently, this year, for us at
least, must be in the auspices of hospitals; I just finished a short,( a
couple of days') and a slightly longer stay in two of our local hospitals;
nothing serious, but some diagnostic work, that was classified as minor
surgery. Besides that, I had to do some writing; finishing some mss., one
one Clark (see para.3, of my letter to you of 9/28/65); and two mss. on
Bonney. These are ]ust temporary éﬂwggps on the road to a complete biogr-
aphy on Bonney. Research - I enjoy; I also enjoy writing, but only the
way, e.g., I am now writing you; ex abrupto, intuitively; composing dir-
ectly into the typewriter. Writing a scholarly piece is a very painful
process with me; I sweat blood, re-and-re-wrifing all the time, revising
up to the last minute.

I am enclosing here a second draft of my ms. on Bonney in Indiana

that is, before he got to Nauvoo, which I have submitted to the ;ndiana
Historical Society form publication; this year they are celebrating the



;1

sesquicentennial of the statehood of their Hoosier state; and are int-
erested in such material. I have also enclosed a typescript copy of a
real-estate abstract of land owned by Bonney in Bonneyville; and a legal
analysis to that abstract.[I had had, some time ago, some correspondance
with Dale Morgan, and his friend Colton Storm (now chief of the special
colections of Newberry Library in Chicago), and we ended with a slight
pitque, or disagreement; they sort of told me that I lived too long with
Bonney, and sort of manipulated facts to suit my imagination: and I offend
edly replied that I am a new sort of a historian, who uses mathematical
tools, such as probability calculations, and Boolean geometry to test out
in mathematical models the feasibility of theorems, when deadlocked; and,
have I been deadlocked how often on Bonney; with my legal background I
interpret facts, that other historians seem to be ( sorry to sound as I
were conceited) total ignoramuses in. I wish Dr. Morgan had nt been off-
ended, as he has a tremendous collection oﬁ contemporary newspaper refer-
ences on Bonney, and wished he could have and would have shared those with
me - [which as &f this date he hasn't.] So this legal analysis is vital
to the Bonney-research on the make-up of Bonney's personality, and also,
on the entire attempt to explain why he acted the way he did. Also, I inv-
ite you, Mrs. Brooks, to look at the last lines of para One of page xviii
of the "Introduction" by Dr. Philip D.(Dillon) Jordan to the latest edit-
ion of Banditti of the Prairies (Norman [Okla.] ; Univ. of Oklahoma,1963):
Dr. Jordan is Prof. of History, here at Minnesota, and a member of the
Pelzer Award Committee of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association.
Then, look at the enclosed notes on Bonney's military service, that I have
compiled- But please, treat it with the utmost confidential reserve!!Then,
I have also prepared, two topographical sketches on Bonney's landholdings
in Bokneyville; I hope you don't mind, that they are hand-made, a8 I made
them especially for you: keep it in your files, it's only for you; not to
be broadcast. But, if you agree with me, that I am indeed, a new kind of

a historian, and maybe, you will pat me on my back, too, saying, that esp-
ecially, for a Ph. D.-candidate, I am ahead of not only my contemporary,
fellow Ph.D.-canddates, who, I have noticed, mostly deal in what on our
campus they call "Mickey Mouse"-stuff research, that I am a superior schol
ar to my own professor, Dr. Jordan; and you want to say so to some of your
acquaintances, maybe, if you should for any reason have an opportunity to
write to Dv Dale Morgan, and, having a suitable apropos, to say so, maybe,
you will be able to convince him, I may yet hope that he'll turn over some
of his information or references, and will describe them in one or sever-
al letters. I mean the ones he has collected referring to Edw. Bonney; and
thus I'll have a better chance to improve the scope of my research; for
all I know, I may have most or all; but it does not hurt to check them out
maybe I might have overlooked one, or more.

Anyhow, have fun reading the material here enclosed, for your
personal use.

I was fascinated by your description of the re-writing accompl-
ished in Thomas Nathaniel Brown's case. Yes, it was I from whom you learn-
ed that Tom Brown was the son of Alanson Brown; may I add another little
tidbit ? Alanson Brown is mentioned on pp. 180-1, vol.IV. of the Document-
ary History of the Church, and, also, on Monday, 13.[July 1840] pp. 154,
and 160, vol, IV., of op. cit., and, in addition, that Alanson Brown, in
1847-49 was "serving his second term in the Alton,[Ill.,]Penitentiary;"
cf. p.23 of the Bonney draft-ms. that I have mentioned to you so often. =m

Mrs. Brooks, on re: Nathaniel Tom Brown, in your letter of May
5th, you say, that you ran across him in the accounts of the Hodgges-
trid&s, and also found some material in Bonney's Banditti. In the matter
of the Hodges' brothers' trial (pp.36-8, Banditti), Bonney states, that
he was inkharge of conducting the examination of the arraignees, the ind-
ictment and taking testimony of witnesses - while Record "C" of Common
Law, in the Bistrict Court, at Burlington, Iowa, disﬁinntly states, that
Hawkins Taylor, Esq.,of Lee County, Commissioner was appointed to take




o
(Please excuse me, Mrs. Brooks, for this writing paper, but I just ran out
of writing bond-paper, all I have left, is some heavy Bristol and Moist-
rite" Bond)

-...testimony of defendants' witnesses. In the ms. Bonney stated that sheriff
Estes offered a $500.- reward for the arrest of Tom Brown, while, in the
book, Bonney says, that he was legally authorized to offer such a reward
(p.40, Banditti). Then, also, Bonney says that "Megsrs. Hall and Mills, of
Burlington, Iowa,"were the Hodges' attorneys; (p. 47, op. cit.), and again
on p. 55; the Burlington City Directory of that epoch, and the one of 1874
lists a Jonathan C. Hall, an attorney from the firm of Hall and Baldwin;
and Edward H. Stiles, in his Recollections and Sketches of Notable Lawyers
and Public Men of Early Iowa, etc.,(Des Moines : The Homestead Publ. Co.:
1916) lists on p. 250, Jonathan C. Hall, indeed a notable lawyer of that
city; and Frederick D. Mills (p.302), who were together, in 1857, chosen,
as members of a committee in convention, to frame a new constitution for
Iowa, but they were never law-partners, rather on opposite sides. Bonney,
in addition, is contradictory : William and Stephen Hodges were hanged on
July 15, 1845; Irwine (or Ervine) Hodges was killed "gysteriously" in Nau-
voo, a "few days mfterwards", and Amos Hodges '"was forced to seek safety
in flight" -from Brigham Young (p.56). Yet, on pp. 55 and 158 Bonney nar-
rates that a robbery[of a Mormon, named Beach]"was planned by Amos Hodges"
and that it was "abt. the 25th of the month". Well, did Amos Hodgges flee,
or didn't he? And if he did,[which we know he did] how in the Sam Hill,
could he, within less than ten days afterwards, plan a robbery ? But Bonney
is more discrepant, when on the same subject (on p. 56), he thus relates
the attempt of robbing Beach :"Thereupon, as was the custom among the Mor-
mons, ....Amos took counsel with Brigham Young. Hhether Brigham favored
the ppoposed robbery or not is not known, as Amos was forced to seek saf-
ety in flight about this time, after being bailed by William Smith and
Ripley". On the other hand the Bonney draft-ms. reads thus on ps 31
"Amos Hodges was arrested in Nauvoo charged with two robberies (about the
same time as Ervine Hodges was killed near the residence of Brigham Young)
and gave as bail Wm. Smith and Alanson Ripley. Latter gave hinm money and
a horse and helped him escape." Alanson Ripley was bishop of the High Coun-
cil of Iowa, he moved to Nauvoo in 1840 (p.154, vol.IV.,Doc. Hist.of the
Church);Alanson Ripley was also Nauvoo City surveyor in 1843 (p.270, vol.
V., op. cit.); also mentioned as "one of the firm brethren"(p.87, vol.IV.,
op.cit.); Alanson Ripley, sergeant-major, 2nd cohort, Nauvoo Legion,(p.355
vol.VI., op. cit.). On page 48 of Banditti, Bonney says ( in para 3) that
Lydia Hodges was the wife of Amos Hodges, yet, on p.189, vol. IV. of the
Doc. Hist of the Church it is stated, that Lydia Hodges was the wife of
(ex-)Elder Curtis Hodges. More on the Hodges family. Amos was the oldest
Hodges-boy, says Bonney, and many others; but, Chas. Kelly and Hoffman
Birney, in Holy Murder, The Story of Porter Rockwell (New YOrk:Minton,
Balch & Co.,1934), on page 74 say, that Erwine was the oldest. Who was
Elder Curtis Hadges ? Their father? and a Mrs. Campbell,l understand, she
was the Hodges brothers' sister ? Ex-Elder Cutis Hodges was cut§-off from
the Church (p.350, vol.V., Doc. Hist. of the Church.).If my understanding
is correct, the Hodges had nothing to do, as relations, with Abraham C.
Hodge . Am I correct ?

Now for a short go at the Reddings. Return Jackson Redding and
William H. Redding were brothers; George Grant Redding was the "0ld Grant"
Redding, Bonney keeps on referring to; who was Harrison Redding?(p.71,
Banditti); and who was Hyrum Redding, of Ogle county,Ill., who saw a rev-
elation - contrary to Mormonism ?(p.290, vol.V.,Doc. Hist.of the Church).

I just hoped to throw these in, maybe to help you with your
quest on the Hodges bepthers, and Nathaniel Tom Brown. More on Edward Wm.
Bonney. I note from the last para, of page One of your letter of May 5th,
and the second page, first para, & ff.when you say :"Now this soun@ed SO
much like the story of John C. Bennett that I found it hard to believe
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the Prophet would be taken in again within a year by another pseudo conv-
ert, at least to the point of making him head of the Legion. I'm glad to
have found even as much about him as I have. He certainly was there and
among the group during the last weeks--perhaps months of Joseph's life-"

Even before you penned these lines, I already have begun to

critically re-examine all the evidence on Bonney, and - as I told of my

To method,Dr. Dale Morgan - began to retreat from my previous point only to
that much, that was defensib by the available documentation. 1) Amasa
Bonney, Edward William Bonney's senior brother is mentioned in the Journ-
al History of January 4,1837, as being a member of the Kirtland Safety Soc-
iety; on March 6, 1838 he was disfellowshipped (not excommunicated) from
the Church; however, he was reinstated to full fellowship because the Times
and Seasons of April 15,1843 shows him as an Elder and missionary for the
Church in Caroline Depot, Tompkins County, N.Y.(p. 167, loc.cit.). I have
also found an Illinois State militia commission issued for the Nauvoo Leg-
ion of first lieutenant of the Second Company,First Battalion,Second Reg-
iment, Fisst Cohort from July 3, 1841 to Amasa Bonney; and another, appoint
ing him as sergeant-major of the First Cohort, from June 6, 1842. In the
Church records at Salt Lake, a baptism for the dead, for one Melinda Bon-
ney (Edward William's niece), done in Nauvoo in 1841, at the instance of
Amasa Bonney - has been found: also another by a Betsy Green(e), for a
Levi Bonney, who was her grandfather: my research turns out that she was
Betsey S.(Sofia) Bonney, married Green(e), daughter of Heman Bonney(699a),
daughter of Edward Bonney (580) - not my man - , and great-granddaughter
of Levi Bonney(496). I have also come across some 1850(Illinois)Federal
censuses; and here I cite from them:

In 1850, in Jo Daviess county, Elizabeth village (Edward W. Bon-
ney himself says he'd been to Galena, which is in the same county) were:
(cousin) Fanny Bonney, age 62, born in New Hampshire; George Bonney,phys-
ician, 30, born in Pannsylvania, Mary Bonney, 18, born in Illinois;Sash-
elle, Fanny, age 7, born in Ill., and cousin Emeline Bonney (625), age 23,
born in Penna. Thus, this family arrived in Illinois between 1827 and
1832,

In Mason County, in 1850 (two counties East of Nauvoo), page 1504,
lines 8-12 shows George A. Bonney, 40, farmer,born New York; Sarah G. Bon-
ney, 35, born New Hampshire; Margaret B. Bonney, 9, born Ohio; Ophelia
Bonney 4, born Illinois; Charles M. Bonney 2, born Illinois; thus: they
must have moved to Illinois before 1846, but after 1841; probably on Edw-
ard Bonney's invitation, orlencouraged by his succeeses.

In Vermillion county, Ill.(on the Indiana-Illinois state line) p.
278A, lines 24-32: Jas.Bonney,farmer,38;Rosanna Bonney 15;Bethalyn Bonney,
12; Lucy Bonney,9; Sarah Bonney 5, born in Illinois;John Bonney 8; Ryan

i’Rinard, 22 farmer,22; Lethia Rinard 17; Marianna Rinard, 42; all the others
born in Ohio - thus : they moved to Illinois after 1842, but not later
than 1845, when Edward W. Bonney was still a LDS in good standing.

Adams county, South Ward, Quincy: page 256B, lines 39-40 show
\ Asa Bonney, 45 carpenter; and Adaline, his wife, 43: lines 41 & 42 show
\ Joseph E. Bonney, farmer, 20, and Elizabeth Bonney 20; all of them natives
. of New York.

" The above ones are relatives of Wales B. Bonney, see pp.771-2 in
vol.IIl.,of Dale L. Morgan's Overland in 1846.

In Sangamon county (Springfield is there), we have Benjamin
Bonney, farmer,35, his wife, Nina, 27, and Dwight and Emma, 7 and 3,but
they all came after 1847 - so we may disregard them for our purposes.

La Salle county, Town of Earl (Ottawa is in this county) enumer-
ated the following of Bonney's relations in 1850 : Charles S. Bonney,farm-
er 43, born N.Y.; Rachael (wife), 43, born N.Y.; Mary Bonney 19; Ann Bon-
ney 17; Jane Bonney 15; George Bonney 12, Samuel Bonney 10; all from N.Y.
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nativity, except Alvin Bonney, 2 ys. old, born in Illinois indicates that
this family of cousins came from New York after 1840, but before 1848.

Cass county ( 2 counties away from Adams Co.) enumerates on p.20A, betw.
lines 4-10 (Miss) Lillis C. Bonney, a schoolteacher, 23 yrs. old, daught.
of Nathaniel Bonney(678), granddaughter of Nathaniel Bonney(561).

Fulton county ( 2 counties away from Hancock, next to McDonough Co.), in
the town of Utick, lists p.334A, lines 5-7, Ceogre Bonney 26 cooper, his
wife, Cynthia A. Bonney, 26, and Esther P. Bonney, 1 yrs old, and a native
of Illinois, while her parents came from Ohio, and also relatives of Dr.
Dale L. Morgan's VWales B. Bonney, came to Illinois around 1840, and not
later than 1849,

Monroe county, Reynolds precinct,(abt. 20 mi. south of St. Louis,Mo.,) on
p-3A, lines 37-40 ylelds this most interesting information: Phillip C.
Bonney,41 engineer, born-Monroe county, Illinois; his wife, Nancy 30, born
Union Co., Illinois, Lyman Bonney 5, born Randolph co., Illinois and

John R. Bonney, 2, born Monroe Co., Illinois - here's an entirely Illinois-
~born Bonney family, and related to our Edward W. Bonney !!!
* % %

Now, let's go back to the second para of page 4 of this letter. but before
I do so, let me conclude the above, saying that as you can see, Illinois
and Mormondom (Nauvoo and the outlying settlements) were teeming Wwith
Bonney-s, and many of them LDS-s!!! There should be no doubt at all that
"Bonney was there", and though he apostatized, he was between 1842-1846 a
Saint himself. So, what I was saying in para 2, page 4, was that I am re-
treating. I have come across rosters of Nauvoo City Council rosters for
the years 1841~ thru 1845, and had not found Bonney's name listed as a
City Councilman.

The next one is a puzzler, toc.Journal entry of June 18, 1844, page 500,vol
VI., of the Jcournal History mentione in the Prop 's words that he app-
ointed Edward Bonney his aide-de-camp; no rank is mentioned to go with the
appointment. However, a bill for &n ordinance organizing the Nauvoo Leg-
ion was introduced by the Prophet and passed February 8, 1841 (History of
the €hurch, vol.V., p.294%), Section 3 says there can be but one Lieutenant
General - and that was Joseph, and later, Brigham Young. Section 4 of this
ordinance states that among the staff of the Lieut.-General shall be two
principal aides-de-camp, with the rank of Colonels of Cavalry. This then
would be the rank of Bonney, if he was one of them. The same Section U4
then speaks of twelve aides-de-camp, with the rapk of Captain of Infantry.
The puzzler is the following entry from the Proplkt's journal as cited in
the Doc. Hist. of the Church, vol. V.,p.364,"18th April 1943 : ”,,,..Sign-
ed an appointment Lo John F. Cowan of Shokoquon, as one of my aidlles-de-
eamp, as a lieutenant-general of the Nauvoo Legion and conversed &ith
htm..." How do you explain this ? Mr. ( to you Brother) A.(Antoine) Will-
iam Lund, Asst. Church Historian says " I think the wording ... should
read " I signed, as a Lieutenant-General of the Nauvoo Legion, an appoint-
ment to John F. Cowan of Shokoquon as one of my aifles-de-camp and convers-
ed with him..." - but that's Mr. Lund's opinion.

% & ES

Following is an excerpt from Bonney's draft-ms.( from pp.6 thru 16 :
"evesOn the arrival of Gov. Ford at Carthage and after enquiring into the
cause of the difficultythe Expositor-case] he sent a lMesanger to Nauvoo
Requesting Gen® Smith to semd two or three discreet persons to Carth-
age to confer with him wupon the Subject of the Existing diffieultys,Gen£
Smith Requested me to go to Carthage in Company with Dr. Bernhisle and
John Taylor which I complied with.....” To this, Mr., A. Wm. Lund replied
citing p. 5§76, vol.VI.,June 26,1844 "Ten minutes to 9 (AM)", Journal entry
stating that while John Taylor arrived to Carthage on June 25th, Bonney in
the cited context appears only on the 26th. To which I reply in the foll-
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owing manner : this is a good, controversial issue, confusing, because of the
tumultous volume of travel and motion involved. A Friday, June 21st,1844 jafter
"4 p.m." entry in Doc. Hist.of the Church, on p.522,vol.VI.,narrates :"when Dr.
J.M.Bernhisel,Councilor John Taylor,and Dr. Willard Richards were appointed by
the Council to return with the express to the Governor at Carthage, and carry
said affidavits with the following letter : ....", and then, "...Messrs.Taylor
and Bernhisel went accordingly,but Dr.Richards tarried to prepare additional
documents...";Sat.,June22: letter of the Prophet to Gov.Ford fprinted on pp.525-
527,vol.VI.,Doc.Hist.of the Church) was sent to Carthage "...by Lucien Woodworth
who was delegated to go in place of Dr. Richards.He started at noon in company
with Squire Woods of Burlington.."(pp.527,v0ol.VI.,op.cit.). Sat.,22 June 184L4-
(cont'd in op.cit.) "at 10 p.m. I received the following letter by the hands
of Captain Yates,who accompanied Elder John Taylor and Dr.John W.Bernhisel on
their return from Carthage.."(p.553,v0l.VI.,op.cit.) To my mind,that means that
John Taylor and Dr.Bernhisel had already# returned to Nauvoo from this mission
to Carthage the next day;and if Bonney went with them,he was back in Nauvoo,too
Now, they had their interview with the Governor(Chapt.VII.,p.75,vol.VII.op cif)
on June 22,1844.Incidentally,this one-day trip was not John Taylor's and Dr.
Bernhisel's alone;it was quite an équipage,quite a retinue thatstravelled,viz.:
Capt.Yates of Gov.Ford's staff came to Nauvoo with Col.Elam Freeman and a Mr.
Bartlett on the 2ASt,(refs.p.71,v0ol.VII., & pPp.520,533,vol.VI.op.cit.);they left
Nauvoo around 7p.m. on the 21st:John Taylor,Dr.Bernhisel, [Bonney],Capt.Yates,
Col.Elam Freeman and Mr.Bartlett;and they arrived at Carthage at abt.11 p.m.@n
the b=k 22nd, Sat.,they had their interview with the Gov.-as said above and at
10 p.m. Capt.Yates,JohnTaylor and [Bonney] were back in Nauvoo,with Col.Geddes
(p.577,vol.VI.op.cit.). While in Carthage at Artois Hamilton's Inn took place
the Daniel Garn-Francis Higbee night incident.Originally I intended to discount
Bonney's alleged participation in this mission to Carthage,but rereading it,it
made sense,(Doc.Hist.of the Church,vol.VII,m.7/1-72),as John Taylor and Dr.Bern-
hisel retire to their room,a description is given that they occupied an inside
two-bed room; but it also says that "The doctor and I PohnTaylor] occupied one
bed".Why? Why would two fully-grown people, in a two-bed room sleep in one bed
and leave the other vacant, and be uncomfortable? May I tell you why?Because
Edward W. Bonney was in the other bed, and as he was six foot tall with that
frame he needed a bed all by himself,except some palooka, a tyro editor,expung-
ed Bonney's name and person,but forgot to put John Taylor into the other bed.
And then the above incident (p.71) "believeing this to be a ruse to giwx get
me out alone,and that some violence was intended.." Memento! John Taylor does
not say,as in other accounts "to separate us'"-,which with Bonney around would
make no sense,as this would leave Bonney and Dr.Bernhisel in the room,John
Taylor distinctly said"...to get me out [of the room] alone..", regardless that
there were two in the room. Fe™ ™ &

On page 5 I retreated from Bonney having been a Lieut.-Genl, and member of the
City Council, but he still must have been mighty important, in view of the ab-
ove.What makes Bonney's narrative-in spite of his lies and fabrications- so
credible to me, are the little irrelevant details that require one knowing
them to have been intimately acquainted with the principals,details that would
make absolutely no sense to invent, viz.:(p.19 of Bonney's draft-ms.)..."Will-
ard Richards,who was also in Gaol with the Smiths and Taylor escaped unhurt
Ezxcept that the tip of his left ear was shot off by a Musket Ball..." This ag-
rees verbatim with p.619,vol.VI.of Doc.Hist.of the Church; also with p.297,vol.
VII(1857) of Deseret News,"History of Joseph Smith".Yet, Bonney wrote this 10
years before the Deseret News article, and much before B.H.Roberts "edited'"the
Doc.Hist.of the Church.What do you think now, Mrs. Brooks? Let me have your
views on this, please!

In a few days I shall be leaving for a month's vacation and research tour
in Massachusetts; should you answer before August 15th, please address it to
me, in care of Mrs. Elizabeth Gundry, 2 Lynxholm Court,Hyannis,Massachusetts,

10 h P think I supplied you with a good months' reading now. Good luck to us

both, cordially i
crda CAvSorea
Francis Adam van Dan







Sp. George, Utsh
July 18, 1966
Dear Mr, vanDan,

A letter from vou has come to be something of an exnerience!

A pleasant one, I should add. But this morning I'l) have to

make my answer rather brief, if I can., Sometimes the machine
gets out of hand,.

Cne of the quotations which dates back earliest in my life is,

"Be careful of words, mv darling, for words are wonderful  things.l.
So the boys just tock the Viebster's Dictionsry at its shortest
best when it called "calliryeian" --having shanely buttocks.

On the other hand I recall svmeaking of a person I knew as queer,
meaning necuvliar or eccentric, or non-conventiocnal. I was cavght
un sharnly by a lady nresent who told me that in the east that
word queer had acquired an entirely different connotation, and
thot well-hred neonle dronned it from their vocabulary.
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rebid, on recommendation of the Finance Committee, and the University
of Utah Press has taken over the contract at the price of the Alphabet
Company bid,

It was suggested a letter should come from the Board to the First Presi-
dency to thank them for the use of the Assembly Hall for the meeting of
the Utah Heritage Foundation, Mr, Iverson so moved, and Mrs. Jensen
seconded. The motion was passed unanimously and the secretary was
ordered to do so,

Mr, Iverson asked for a motion on the adoption of Dr. Cooley's report.
Mrs, Brooks moved the adoption, and Mrs. Jensen seconded the motion,
which was passed unanimously.



Francis Adam van Dan.

October 30 1966 University of Minnescia
4 Cradnate  School.
Mrs. Juanita Brooks,
346 North Main Street, 63?2 Bake_r Avenue, N. E.
Saint George, Utah 84770 Fridley, Minnesota 55421

pear Mrs. Broocks

Thank you for your letter of July 18th. My acknowledgement
of your missive is quite timely; only four-and-a-half months in the
coming. Forgive, Mrs. Brooks, will you please ? And thank you for the
wishes conveyed in your July 18th letter for a happy vacation and res-
earch tour. We had one. A wonderful one.

Remember, last February, when I had my auto-accident, I told
you that my car was a total wreck; I couldn't afford to buy even a'beat-
up old jalopy, so my mother helped me out [ she's the Mrs. Gundry to
whose care you addressed your letter in Hyannis, Mass.] and gave me a
new car. Not wanting to brag, I ded not tell you that she gave me a
Lincoln Continental. And a convertlble,‘u Well, we nicknamed "her"
the U.S.S. Iowa, (the battleship); she is that long @and weighs over two
tons. What this amounts to, is, that it was really easy driving.

My wife, and out two  daughters did not leave on time, as sched-
uled, on July 15th; we left on thewl8th; but then, from here, Minneapol-
is, we highballed east, and I even told around 7:30 PM my wife, that
we might push on into Ohio, and Cleveland, and I may take say, a A=
an-hour of a break, and on to Albany, New York. (You see, my wife does
not drive; from here to Boston, its about 1800 miles). Well, we were
still in Indiana, around Angola, on the Turnpike, when my wife looked
at her map (she's the co-pilot and navigator, and feeds me coffee, etc.
while Imsklpper) and we started to crane our necks, hoping that maybe
we'll be able to see Route #120 (Ind.) and some remnants of Bonneyville,
the Little Elkhart river as we passed the Goshen exits on the turnpike.
It locked so close on the map, scale or no scale. Still negative.

Finally we decided, as it was not sundown yet, and too impolite
to drop-in on people unannounced, that we'd pull off the turnpike, and
venture into the country between Goshen and Elkhart, and find Bonney-
ville. We did. I had ben in correspondance for some time, since my dis-
covery of the mill Bonney built in 1837, with the present owner; and,
were they happy to see us! It was midnight all out of a sudden and we
were still trading information. Went to a motel and slept there. Next
day, bright and early, back to the mill and the owners; surveyed the
mill, found where the original spillway was (been altered), and also,
some old mill-machinery, but what we found, the earliest I @stimated
to have been of cca.1880 v1ntagc. Then visited Bonneyville cemetery,

(see my draft-ms. of BONNEY'S MILL, OR BONNEYVILLE ,) and found William
Tuffs' grave (veteran of the Revolutionary War and the Boston Tea Party) ,
Edward William Bonney's grave, his daughter, Eliza Bernice Eonnay S grave
and another one, hitherto unknown!! Consquently, I have to revise the
list of Bonney's children: we have said so far that he had
(1) Bernice Eliza Bonney, died at age 7,
(2) Mary E. Bonney ,"Mate" born in Bonneyville,
(3) Martha Jane Bonney, "Mary Jane", ditto, (her descendants
are the only ones that I know of and succeeded to
make contact with,)
(4) Ellen M. Bonney, "Ella" born in Nauvoo ,
and (5) wWilliam E. (Edward) Bonney
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now this list we must revise. We found(heck, why be mcdest ?) I found
a son, who was the number 3 child, William G. Bonney; I could not dec-
ipher completely the eroded headstone, but he was born after April 1840,
in Bonneyville, and further narrowing it down, between April and August
1840, with the wemeo= accuracy possible, I'd say, he was born on either
April 9th, or May 9th, or June 9th or the latest, July 9th, 1840; his

headstone reading : "died August 29th 1841, Age 1 year - - mos 20dys".
So then, Berince Eliza was (1)

Mary E. (Elizabeth) was (2)

William G. was (3)

Martha Jane was (4) -instead cf (3)
and they all were born in Bonneyville, except Bernice (1), a
native of New York.

thus Ellen M. Bonney becomes (5) korn in Nauveo,
and William E. Bonney " (6).

The other discovery is nothing new, except, I have to admit and correct

a mistake. If you should look at the topographical maps I made of Bonney-
ville, on both maps, in Sec. 30, the schoolhouse and cehetery are located
with an "X" in the SW corner or SW quarter-section of Sec.30;, and, as I
was in that cemetery, I can tell you that this was due to a faulty topo-
graphical description, and deeds, from whe$@ verbal descripticn I drew
the maps, without ever having seen a map of the area; and having resurv-
eyed it this time, I can positively say, that they are all extremely
correct, except for this schoolhouse and cemetery, which are located on
the very same spot, just as far from the center of the section, but in
the opposite direction, that 1s, in the SE quarter-section of Sec. 30!
Made some movies in Bonneyville, too, and in the evening of thell9th of
July, Tuesday, we left. Our next stop was at Buffalo, New York, or close,
(really it was at Boston, New York,)a suburb of Buffalo so-to-speak. As
this was also a vacation, we stopped on a sudden brainstorm of mine; I
suddenly remembered, en route, at about 85 miles per hour ( and over the
speed limit, too ), that Dr. Julian Ambrus (M.D. and Ph.D.) a classmate
of mine, from way back from Eurcpe, lived there. And we were together in
high school, tco, where his searching interest in biological sciences
earned him the nickname of Amoeba; but also in the service in World War
II., in the same unit. Well, we found him, a full professor of the Medic-
al School of the University of Buffalo (State University of New York,Buf-
falo canpus), a fellow at Roswell Park Memorial Institute, and director
of its Springvale Research Laboratories; he is a medical doctor, of course
engaged in neo-plastics research ( a euphemism for cancer nowadays ), and
his wife, Clara L. Ambrus, M.D., an assistant professor in pediatrics.
They have a fine family of seven children, have a farm out in the suburbs
of the suburb, have two Hungarian Vizsla hunting dogs, raise thorough-
breds, and are all excellent horsemen and horsewomen in their sparetime-
(I don't know, when that is). We stayed with them for awhile; Dr. Julian
Ambrus led me through a conducted tour of his facility, and I felt very
full in the head, as he introduced me to all his staff as Dr, van Dan -

( a degree and title, I have so far not yet earned ). But it felt good.

Eventually we made it to Massachusetts, stopped in Worcester,at
one of my sisters-in-law, and dropped one of our daughters, as she wanted
to stay there for a few weeks; then on tc Marlboro, to a brother-in-law,
where we got rid of the other youngster; and after a few days there, on
to Boston, where we dropped in on an old flame of mine I almost married:
she is the daughter of Bishop St.-Ivanyi of Somerset and Lexingtcn, of
the First Church of Christ, Unitarian. From there on to Cape Cod, to
Hyannis, to my mothers'. After a few weeks of beachimc, sunbathing, sail-
ing coupled with limited research, we just couldn't stand it any longer,
it was so quiet without our kids, and then after a few long-distance
conference calls, we had a family reunion of my wife's family at Plymouth
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Rock, right at the Plymouth Rock Pilgrims' Monument - of all places! But,
we uld not want to drive all the way to the mainland to Worcester and
Marlboro, and did not want to expose the relatives to such hardships,eith-
er: halving the distance, roughly, we wanted to meet at Sandwich, but witl
all the turnpikes, freewayd, it would have been so easy to miss one-anoth-
er, so we decided on the one place, we just couldn't miss each other,and
were we right!

When we first got to Hyannis, your letter already was waiting
for me, and I dashed oﬁﬁxa:qnxckle reply; I regret to say, I made it a
shortie, and, in the diolographic; but I must apologize; there was another
official paper, that required my immediate attention: and [here at home,
I have a brand-new, (by now one-year-old)IBM electric typewriter: there,
I borrowed my mother's Swiss Hermes, Baby, which is not built for the
heavy duty use I subject my machine,; and after having used it that one
time, my mother categorically said - no;] without a typewriter, I had
to subject both you, Mrs. Brooks, and the U.S.Mail to the arduous task of
deciphering my atrocious handwriting. Forgive me please for same.

We had a wonderful time as we planned, a leisurely research
affair; and we came home bronzed. Betty, who was on the Cape at the age
of 4 months (she was born in Long Island, New York), and again, when she
was five, hadn't remembered the ocean at all; Kathy, a native of New York
City (1952), remembered only vaguely; but I came home with an attaché-
caseful of notes, besides a glorious tan on all of us, except that we
planned to have been home by August 15th, and we so revised our schedule
that it was rather the end of September.

Apparently this is my year of hypochondrla : once home, and aft-
er we went back for a few weeks to Wisconsin (only a 600 mile round- trlp
after our East coast 4000 mile voyage), one night I woke up with @&rrh
mia and tachycardia, typical symptoms of a coronary heart distress. My

—doctor then rushed me to our local ospital, for observation, but as care
ful as they mightFa¥e—been, tﬁeyn# dn't found a thing. So far, so good.

Once héme from the hospital, only a little while ago, here I am
at home, back at my desk, and writing to you, and chit-chatting in my
__redundant and perlphrast;g_manner. I missed our correspondance, Mrs.
Brooks, so do you very much mind, that I described our vacation in such
detail ?

* * * *

Looking back at our previous letters exchanged, I noticed, that
a littl fro???ﬁf)has crept into your last letters; and I also think, I
know, why. You see, once-in-awhile, a_paranoid syndromé@ takes hold of my
P.R. (Publlc relations), and in communicating with people I like and resp-
ect, (such as yourself), because of inferiority, or heaven knows what com-
plexes, I begin to show off, so as to reassure myself; remember the litt-
le episode about "callipygian" ? There I had to go, like an elephant in
a chine shop, and show off to you, that my ancient Greek is still not tot
ally rusted away. You said in your last two letters, how you love the
study of words, that it is ggwlifetime hobby. To me, the morphology of
words, semantics, ethymology, are my favorite hobby: and as a sideline,
the origin of surnames, especially occupational ones (e.g.Smith,Taylor,
Wright, etc.). Although I have very good reference dictionaries, I very
séfdom use them, because with my Greco-Latin knowledge, and my Romance
languages, I can practically sparse every compound word and analytically
devine or determine its meaning; and when we came to "callapygiaWk', et
al., I was showing off; I didn't intend to antagonize you or to practise
"one-upmanship" ; now I realize, it must have been irritating to you;
and I ask your forgiveness. I have, in the same fashion alienated many
other valuable scholarly friends, I wish, I hadn't; except, at that time
I was not yet aware of this: it just came to me while writing this letter
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and re-reading your past letters and my carbons, we exchanged; and the
realization just d@#hed on me.

* * *

While in the hospital with my alleged coronary atﬂﬁk ( and I had some
other diagnestic work done, too, while I was there, once I was passed

by the cardiologists ) I was on complete bedrest; not to be bored stiff,
I went well-eqipped with books and periodicals; among cthers, on your
recommendation ( you mentioned, Mrs. Brooks, in your May 5th letter, tgat
as a general introduction and background reading on the History of the
Jews in Utah that you started to work on, you read Michener's The Source.

I couldn't resist it, and I read it, while serving my sentence
of bedrest. Interesting, I grew quite sympathizing with them upon Miche-
ner's presentation. Is Michener Jewish, by any chance ? I certainly did
enjoy his book, just as I always enjoyed previous works of his.

* * "

In December, last year, once you mentioned, Mrs. Brooks, that if once
in the LDS Church Archives, you may scan the long hand-written list
entitled "Men Whose Names Are Held In Ill Repute By The Church Of Jesus
Christ Of Latter-Day Saints" - for the name of Edward Bonney. May I now
reiterate this request, your offer ?- that, per your convenience, but
if you should be in S.L.City, in the Church Archives ? Can do ?

#* * *

[ In your letter of July 18th, you were so kind, Mrs. Brooks,

\ to promise that you will hold the Bonneyville draft, and Bonney's military
service notes confidential, until I release them. Although I had not yet
published the Bonneyville draft, simply because it, being a draft, still
needs a little rewriting, not content-wise, but stylistically; but, cons-

/ider it released : you may, any time, use the therein material, provid-
- ed you give me the credit as a source of your information ( e.g. in your
work you plan to do on Tom Brown ). Please, keep on holding the Bonney
/' military material confidential a little while longer.

khkkkddk

I, myself,am planning a little historico-critical essay on some
presently available scurce-material, sometime in the not-too-distant
future. On a " I scratch your back and you scratch my backﬁ#”%uld you
consent to my using some of the material you cited, (with you as the

r~source of the first mention to me, Mrs. Brooks,) in vour May 5th 1966

1b}etter, when we were talking about the "re-writing" of history ?

I hope you are not offended, or angry at me anymore , had you
been, before you started to read this lengthy epistle. And I beg your
forgiveness, Mrs. Brooks, for the faulty typing; sheer carelessness on
my part. There are many things bidding for my time and attention, so,
now I shall turn to them; and I think I kept you long enough, from what
is a more important task for you, too, Mrs. Brooks.

May I still hope to hear from you, soon (say, within a month,
Ox* 86 )} '?
Cordially ,

\é:a.,u.u; Gl o, m: a&cm



Francis Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E.
Fridley, Minnesota 55421
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Mrs. Juanita Brooks,
346 North Main Street
Saint George, Utah 84770
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Pox %03 &t. Yeorpe, Utah, 84770
November 16, 1966

Dear Mr. van Dan:

Thank vev for yonur letter of October 30, with the account of vour
trin east and vour visit to the Ponneyville cemetery. How very
fortunate that vou found a missing cliild before your work got into
print and someone else had to correct you! It's just too bad--
as I very well know, to find an item after the book is out,

My work here has kept me close to one of two subjects: The John
D. Lee Diary éf his mission to Santa Fe or the histery of the
Jews in Utah--two entirely un-related subjects. The Lee msterial
is at Albunquerque since November 1, and no word of it vet, so I
begin to wonder if they have changed their collective minds abhotit
it. The First Three Chanters with footnotes are in the hands

of the Jewish Professor who is my captious guide in this work.

I have about decided to finish the scrint entirely before I submit
any additional to his scrutiny, for I think this can best be
vonsidered as a whole.

Thebackground of Tom Brown--Nathaniel Thomas Brown--is &till within
my range of interest, esrecially since one correspondent insists
that he was the son of a Mrs, Hannah Brown, a widow, wheo was
married to RBrigham Young's father after the death of his first
wife. Thus, being in the family in a way, Brigham might have
expressed regrets at his death...

But I shall have no reason to use any of vour Bonney material.

T can't resist noting the name wherever I find it, though.

ere is a notationmade at the Moro Creek in Yew Mexico:
eeefSix miles brought us to the first settlement we had yet
seen in 775 miles....In the next house lived Mr. Boney,
an American, who had been some time in this country, and
is the owner of a large numher of horses and cattle,
which he manages to keep in defiance of wolves, Indians,
and Mexicans. He is & perfect evecimen of a generous open-
hearted adventurer, and in arnearance what, I have pictured
to myself, Daniel Boone of Kentucky, must have been in
his day. He drove his herd of cattle into camp and picked
out the larpgest and fattest, which he presented to the
army.... Lieutenant Réx Emory Renorts, ed. by Ross L_
Celvin (Albuquerque, 1951) p. 46.

Although this could have been, I do not think it is the Mr, Wales

Bonney who came with Brown and hirs fitends to meet Iite Battalion. |
\

On the "rewriting" of historyv, the example I used in my Msy 5

letter regarding Tom Brown ie identicnlly used in an article

"One Other Man" now in the hands of the authors of DIALOGUE,

.. a8
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Francis Adam van Dany
University of Minnesola
Craduate
6205 Baker Ave. N. E
A s 6tn 196 6242 Baker Ave. N. E.
Hgren: 16 1967 Fridley, Minnesota 95421
Prene 560 - 3177 -~

Mrs. Juanita Brooks,
346 North Main Street
Saint George, Utah 84770

Dear Mrs. Brooks
-_— 2= _—

I have here before me your kind letter dated November lé6th,
1966, to which I only could answer in the form of a short Christ-
mas card with a shorty note atﬁthed, as I was hospitalized again
with a massive coronary this time; not bad, for one forty-two years
gld. 2

Anyhow, yntil now I was not permitted to carry a full load,
cnly graduallyaget back to my research routine, andj our mutual friend,
Edward William Bonney. I hope you had a jo$ous Christmas season, and
a happy New Year too. [Three months behind times, am I not ?]

But to get back to business} you made, Mrs. Brooks a very int-
eresting contribution by mentioning an excerpt from Lieutenant Em-
ory's Reports, edited by Ross Calvin (Albkuguerque, 1951); cited
from p. 46; a notation made at the Moro Creek in New llexico, about
a Mr. Boney [sic]. Since I do not have a chance to be much aboutAgtj}
for instance, to go to the University of Minnesota campus and its
Walter Library, could you do me the favor of letting me know by ret-
urn, in your answer to this letter, what year and month does this
notation in Emory's Reports refer to ? [Quidlicet, I have been able,
in my research, to pinp@int almost every month and year in Edward
bBonney's life - with the exception of barely one-and-a-half year;
and that is_ the time from December 1846 to 1847: from Emory's Reports
it should ﬁgls be possible to substantiate or negate, whether, this
mnan "Boney" was our Edward, or Wales B. Bonney, or any other kin by
the same surname]. Can you please oblige, Mrs. Erooks ? Please do,
if it does not cause you any special hardship and inconvenience.

While hospitalized this last time, I have managed to peruse in
ny confinement The Diary of Hosea Stout, edited by you, and managed
to substantiate what Wallace Stegner had told me years ago, that he
"got the Sheriff Bonney stuff" from you : on p. 236 of Vol. I., note
32 reads thus "Tom Brown was the outlaw who had reportedly killed the
man for whose death William and Stephen Hodge [correctly should be
"Hodges"] were hanged. Edward Bonney wrote at some length in his Band-
itti of Brown's feats of open robbery. Bonney was the sheriff who after
several years brought three others to justice and had them hanged,
but Tom Brown had eluded him." - entry of Feb. 12, 1847, [underscoring
by me].

If Bonney was the sheriff, he might have been the Mormon sheriff
of Lee county, Territory of Iowa, and that might have caused =
not his excommunication from the Church, but his “falling out" with
some Mormons, especially, if the Hodges brothers were innocent, as
they, and some others, too, claimed. Maybe this is the answer tc what
I am looking for, namely, why and when did Bonney leave or was made
to leave the Church. Of course, this is purély speculation, with no
proof whatsoever, but here we have something to hang onto, unttl we
can prove ene way or another. Therefore, Mrs. Brooks, would you be so
obliging and kind, and in your reply could you kindly indicate the
source of your information that made you write z%;F footnote to the

effect that Bonney was sheriff 2 °
b e‘o{d‘xﬂ'ua AR AT
May I hope to hear from you soon? |



Box 303, Bt. Yeorge, Utah
March 23, 1967

Dear Mr. Van Deg,

I'm sc sorrv to hesr of your m-~ssige coronary. Surely you must
be careful until you regain your full health apgain., 7T hope
sincerely that you are making your way bhack.

The citation to which you refer on page 46 of the Emory Reports
was dated Avpust 13, 1846, Since you have been able to put

your finser on the deings of Edward Bonney, with the exception

of one-gnd-a~half vears, I donb&é that this can be the sarme man. _
",..Mr. Bonev, &4n American, who has been f#mx some time in thise o
country... would argue spainst it, e

Ner would it lively be the Mr. wales Bonney who was with the
Mississipni faints with Cantain Brown, &nd #Met John D, Lee & Co,
just one menth later, Sent. 13, 1846, thouprh it would take a
careful mep study to establish the possibility of this. Perhers
Rohney is & more comron name than we had thought.

Pe; the "Sheriff Bonney stuff'". I think I admitted before, if not,
I do =0 arein, that I had not carefully gone into Bonney's life,

z0 should have written that he was a '"self-apnointed officer of

the l-w" or some similsr stotement. I admit slopny scholsrship

in this, as perhaps you should also kkxx to your claims that this
game Rornev held a2 hipgh plsace in the Nauvoo Legion, etc. of your
first letter to me,

As to Bonneyv's later separation from the Mormon Church, I doubt
that we could find any evidence of actual excommunication, as with
others, Might it not have been thst in the confusion following
the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, when there were power-pulls
in several directions, he found none stronpg enough to interest
him, so withdrew to entertain himself with his business of
brinring puilty men to justice? This is also speculation.

I left 5alt lake City last nirht at mid-nicht, traveled by hus
home, &nd arrived at 6:30 this morning, I have spent the morning
catching up on a rile of mail, and have ncw reached the peoint
where I rmmst stope Pefore I fell asleep over ny mecline,

With a1} pord wishes for your comrmlete restoration to health,

Cordially,



Francis Adam van Dan,
University of Minnesola

Graduate School,
File # 627004
: 6342 Baker Ave. N. E.
April u4th 1967 Fridley, Minnesota 55421

Phone : 560 - 3177 -~

Mrs. Juanita Brooks,
346 North Main Street,
Saint George, Utah 84770

Dear Mrs. Brooks

<

Thank you so very much for your kind letter of March
23rd,(and slowly recuperating from my distress caused by my silly
heart,)you certainly made me feel better and the road back easier.

One thing, though, saddened me, a misunderstanding on
your part of my intentions.Years ago, when I once spoke to Wallace
Stegner on the long-distance telephone, he told me replying to my
query that he obtained the basis for his having written "Sheriff
William Bonney" on p.125 in his The Gathering of Zion, etc.,"from
you", not expounding whether in a l@tter, orally, or simply having
read your footnote #32, p.236, vol.I., of Hosea Stout's Journals,
which you edited.

At first it was ewen thought that the source was John
Doyle Lee's Diaries , and it was only recently that I got around to
screen both, and narrow down the item looked for until found. to
Stout.

But far be it from me, that I be a sadist, intending to
humiliate you to admit sloppy scholarship. Who am I to criticize ?
I am still a young tyro, learning from my own mistakes (and I find
that a better schooling than formal classes and seminars in graduate
school); I had nothing else in mind than to obtain from you the compl-
ete bibliographical citation [author, complete title, place of publ-
ication and year thereof, and publisher]. After hoping to have obtain-
ed these from you I wanted to proceed to read same with a fine tooth-
comb, and form my own opinions, draw my own co®elusions.

So please don't feel that I was taking sorﬁo task; I
should have holes in my head if I had ever thought of anything of
the sort. So, if you had felt apprehensive at me for having thought
so of my intentions, won't you please forgive me, Mrs. Brooks ?

And thank you for giving me the complete Lieutenant
Emory citation: I had not yet had the chance, but I am going to run
that one down yet.

I do admit sloppy scholarship, not to all my claims
though (made in my first letter) but to many, such as Bonney having
been a) a Lieutenant-General in the Legion, b) Vice-mayor of Nauweo;
etc., but not to Edward William Bonney having been an important man
in the "K of G"[as Clayton often refers to the Kingdom of God] and
also in the Church; far more impgrtant than thought of by many, or ac-
cepted or admitted by many. He may not have been imé%tant in the LDS
Church in a theological or liturgical meaning; nor endowed by sacerd-
otal rank, however my conviction is steadily increasing that he was,
at one time, just as important [though his imp¥tance short-lived]
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as, say, Dr. John M. Bernhisel. I had had a long correspondance at one
time with Dr. Stanley R. Kimball, professor of history at Southern Il1l-
inois University, awd (Dr. Kimball is one of Heber C. Kimball's desc-
endants) I have often told Dr. Kimball that a) I, although a Roman Cath-
olic[(and I am a liberal one,)the Vatican Ecumenical Council could not
have been called soon enough, nor did they go far enough in progression
and reform] - I had no disagreement with the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, theologically, doxologically, apologically, deot#in-
ally, etc. My general demeanor was that of Thomas L. Kane, in that I ac-
cepted the Mormons generally as very frugal peopleﬂﬂl marvelled at the
description of their inventiveness, where I've read that on the march of
the "Camp of Zion" women would put their bread-dough into baskets or oth-
er vessels and let the rocking motion of their wagons do the kweading,so
that at nighttime, when the time came for camping for the night, their
bread would be ready for baking, etc. I said to myself, maybe they were
too unorthodox with their religious beliefs or their Gospel for the con-
temporary American people, and, therefore were persecuted.

Then came a letter from Dr. Dale Morgan (quite some time
ago), and he said something to the effect that in Nauvoo at that time,
there were many blacklegs, counterfeiters, etc. Now, that I have made
considerable inroads into official Mormon Church history and records;
(by far not enough, but significant, compared to non-Mormon researchers),
I find that a) the official Church attitude is to "tilt" or re-write
history to fit the current official position; b) all this done, les® the
credence of the Prophet and the infallability of his word be impaired;
c) an almost masochistic attitude of feeling persecuted, even when none
of this was present.

In addition, the amount of reference (I would not yet dare
call it "proof" yet at this point) I am coming across, relative to the
"bogus-making'", and also to the Church finances, all seem to point in
one direction, that there were no counterfeiterg in Nauvoo, but that
there was only one, a concerted counterfeiting operation going on, with
the [tacit] approval of the Church, and that Edward William Bonney, let
us say, was the "Director" of the LDS-official base-coin mint at Nauvoo,
and also an intimate of Joseph's and, for a time at least, also of Brigh-
am Young's.

What I have found intriguing in our correspondance regard-
ing Bonney with you, Mrs. Brooks, was, that at first you yourself were
trying to help me find more references regarding Bonney tryimg to prove
my claims, and later, (and this may be a fleeting subjectieve impression
only), as if putting a mute in your trumpet or a sordino on the bridge
of your violin, viz.: as if you had been trying to play down Edward W.
Bonney's importance in the Nauvoo days. Do not forget, that Bonney was
an aide-de-camp to Joseph (the Documentary History itself says so) and
as such, even Mr. Antoine Wm. Lund, Asste. Church Historian admits, his
rank was'colonel of cavalry", which in the Legion superseded ordinary
(infantry)colonels, such as Stephen Markham, or Hosea Stout - at least
for a short time.

Think for instance, of Jcseph's and Hyrum's trial for the
Expositor in Nauvoo Municipal Court; it was imprtant to select a reli-
able "Jack-Mormon" judge, such as Daniel Hanmer Wells, Esq.,wouldn't
you think, Mrs. Brooks, that it was equally important, for that "sham-
trial" (which it was planned, should result in acquittal), to select a
reliable man, an intimateyfor prosecutor ? - and that man, again, accord-
ing to the Journal History, was"Ed. Bonny, councillori(sic]. And I could

list many similar instances, which, indirectly point a finger (at least
to me) to Bonney's importance.
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If you re-read my draft of "Bonney's Mill, or Bonneyville, Indiana", you
can see, that Bonney was in the counterfeiting business even before he
got to Nauvoo; then, do you remember, in our correspondence the refer-
ence in the Journal History, on the day before the Prophet's martyrdom,
to the witnesses in Carthage jail with Joseph, among them Bonney, and
M.G.Eaton, and the other entry in op.cit. referring to "Eaton Bonney",
which you, yourself said, probably was "M.G.Eaton, and E.W.Bonney"?Next,
I pointed out to you M.Gilbert Eaton as a co-defendant in the microfilmed
records of the federal counterfeiting indictment; and also a passage in
Joseph H. Jackson's book,(which you were so kind to send me) referring
to both M.G.Eaton and Barton (Augustus Barton in the federal indictment)
counterfeiters, engravers and allegedly "mechanics'" from Cleveland ?

No doubt, you have heard of Brigham Young's engraver,Brewer,
in Salt Lake City, and I hear that in Nauvoo he boarded with Grandmother
Lucy Mack Smith; not mentioned in the above-mentioned federal indictment
wasAMasa M. Lyman; but several times he was cited as being involved in
the bogus racket; his father-in-law was Theodore Turley, mentioned in
the federal indictment, and also in the Attorney-Gen'l and U.S.Marshall's
returns, as who lost his bail and fled to California (in 1846): Turley
was an engraver, noted for his fine notes made from engravings; he was
arrested while in England while on mission, and served his sentence: so,
in this context, and only as a counterfeiter, would §ou not think that
Edward Bonney was important enough in and without thé Church, even if
for only a relatively short four or five years ?

Now, if you have a carbon copy of your March 23rd letter
to me, would you not, Mrs. Brooks, look at your fifth paragraph's end?
-where you say that in the confusion following the demise of Joseph and
his brother, in the chaos of the power-contest Bonney, not finding any
strong enough to interest him, withdrew to entertain himself with his
business of bringing guilty men to justige : do you believe that ?

That E.W.Bonney either did not find either Rigdon, Young,
Strang, Wight, etc. strong enough to interest him - plausible; that he
committed himself in the wrong direction, and was dropped, -to me sounds
more plausible : but that he was no detective, that he brought no one
to justice, [if you forgive me and I may verbatim imitate Dr. Morgan in
saying] "you can bet your bottom dollar" that he had brought not a single
criminal to justice, nor was a detective, not even a "self-appointed of-
ficer of the law". I don't say that you can be sure because I am saying
that, but I am saying that I am sure of that in my own mind.

And I am sure, since I had studied the transcripts of the
trials of the Longs, the Hodges, Baxfers, Grandville Young's, etc. (i.e.

all of those, figured in Banditti ) as having @llegedly been brought to
justice by Bonney: and I found that Bonney is more often than not.wrong
on trial dates when he should hdve been present; not only misspells the

names of witnesses, but names wrong witnesses, puts words in the mouths

of witnesses who were not there at all in the court(s), is vague on part-
icular dates and locales; should an attorney's name have been Hough,and
should it be spelled by Bonney as "Huff" - would not surprise me, but,
when Onlsow Peters, Esq., an attorney's name is transcribed in Banditti
as "Ouslow" - it is obvious that Bonney looked into somebody's notes or
minutes but was physically not there; when Augustus Cromwell, another
attorney's name he cites as "Mr. Cornwall"; when he cites James L. Estes,
sheriff of Lee county(Iowa), whereas the latter's correct name was -
Malcolm ¥¥ !!! And I could multiply these over-and-over, these are just
hors d'oevres, off-the-cuff!!

May I hear from you soon, esp. that you are not angry,nor
offended, because as I say, I was not Ao take you to task for wh you

have written., With all gcod wishes, s C1~
_ (@ S TPV AR
rdially, terg—u,._rs.,



Francis Adam van Dan |
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E.
Fridley, Minnesota 55421

ssocnel .

Mrs. Juanita Brooks,
346 North Main Street,
Saint George, Utah






bty Nerth 4-3n
£+, flecrge, Utah
Aprdl 16, 1957

Tear Mr, ¥anhan:

I arrived home from /flbunquerque, New Mexico, vesterday--where I had
been to make a final checkinjg on the "The !'crmon Battalion Mission,
PDiery of John D, Lee," which Lhe New ‘‘exico Vistcrical Weview will
vubklisk in its July and September issues, tc find here vour letter
of Anpri) 4,

I fee)l that, whatever has heen written cr said hy anv of vour msny
correspendents, xkx¥ veu know more of the Tife and deinps of one
T.W. Benrnev than rfeces anyone else, and I strongly supvest that yon

Fret it inte prirt, either ag a noncerarh or a heook-lergtih study.

My cwn interest in the man and his pericd stemmed from mv search
for Natbaniel Themas Brown, the One Other Man of whom T was
writinr because his nsme wos not nut on the '"This Is The Place"
monument, Alec T was interested in lesrning mere of the men
Frewer or Frower who was mixed up in the covnterfeiting hreiness
in falt lake City and in Mav, 1860, was shot :nd killed cm the
street there, 1 he'ieve him tc bhe the sam rerson whe was in the
covn'erfeiting pare in Nauvoo, but l:ive net established this
defipitelv.

Your noint th:t tliere was onlv one counterfeiting establishrent

in Nauvoo is =ell talken. My feelinr L nt * ere mirht he more

grew frem the claim of William Hall thet he carried alonp a machine
with the equinment to orerate it, and that it was sc heavy that
they were forced te bury it for a time. 8tout refers te bhorus
business at Counecil Bluffs also, but none of these things would
concern you in vour story of Bonney.

I shall continue to keer an eve out for the name, and for anyvthing
connected with this man, and shall forward any such reference to
vou, for T should be plad indeed teo see vour werk in nrint and
aveilabhle to the vublic. But for the next months mv center of

time and interest is in the Jewish peorle in Utsh, T am far behind
mv schedule, sco must shut out distractioens, interesting ae they nre,

I am surprised at mvself thst I shovld =ccent an assignment to work
on the Jews in Utah, but having done s0, T must fryv to fill my
rledge. I shall ke glad to be through with it scf that I may turh
te cther more interesting areas.

Fave no concern abouvt mv being hurt or offended. I hsve no time
nor energy to spend thrt way-- 1 am willing to help where I can
and plad to accent correction or criticiszm from those who know
more on a subiect than T do.

Sincergé’ péod wighes,



Ve e
%Mwé greelings
.fma,/ y(ma/ ww%w
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Box 303, St, George, Utah
84770
February 5, 1969

Mr. Francis Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Avenue, N.E.
Fridley, Minnesota

55421

Dear Mr, Van Dan:

Thank you for your Christmas card greeting. I was right
pleased to receive it, for it set me wondering about you
and your work =nd your family and how things in general
are for you,

The Years have brought some changes in my home--chiefly,
the general debility of my husband. He walks with a

cane now, but he still does walk, which is something,

He has lost the use of his right hand, so has learned

to eat with his left. Since he always kept our accounts,
paid all bills, etc. that also makes a difference,

But his mind is clear and his memory fantastic. This

I consider the supreme blessing.

My own work has been spotted--little things on various
subjects, with many notes on others, awaiting enough
evidence to finish for publication,

Of particular interest between us--the identity of Edward
William Bonney, and his position in Nauvoo-- I came across
one additional item, which I may have sent on to wou, I
have used it chiefly to suggest that we Mormon "scholars"
take care of our using the three dots..., for by so doing
we often omit information really valuable to others,

In the diary of Alexander Neibuar under date of May 24,
1844--just a month before Joseph Smith was killed--
Neibaur wrote:
May 24 called at J. Smith 10 Oclk fornoon (read German)
tookDinner after dinner met the pax & fox Tndians
Danced their war Dance-- 24 called at Br I L
met Mr Bonnie, Bro Joseph told us the first call...

Well, I'11 not quote the long page of Hoseph's account of
his first vision, but Mr, Paul Cheesman in his study
selected only a brief part, with short phrases interspersed
with the three dots, and thereby omitted the item of most
interest to me--the fagt that The Prophet was telling his
experience to_Mr Bonnie and not to Brother Bonnie. *his
would indicate that the man was not a baptized member,

A1l of which makes me conscious that we may never get all

the truth on any point, And I have made so many errors along
the way that I am embarrassed., Still, I might have done

some little good, I try to tell myself,

My best wishes to you in your undertakings.
. 1 )
& " » A

UL WY g 0 A Rovps ks



Box 303, °t. George, Utah
84770
February 5, 1969

My, Francie Adam van Dan
6342 Baker Avenue, N.E.
Fridley, Minnesota

S5421

Dear Mr, Van Dan:

Thank you for your Christmes card greeting. I was right
pleased to receive it, for it set me wondering about you
and ycur work -nd your family snd how things in general
are for you.

lhe years have brought some changes in my home--chicfly,
the general debility of my husband. He walks with a

cane now, but he still does walk, which is something.

e has lost the use of his right hand, so has learned

to eat with his left. Since he alwsys kept our accounts,
paid 211 bills, ete. that also makes a difference,

But his mind is clear and his memory fantrstic. This

I consider the supreme blessing.

My own work hes been erctted--little things on various
subjects, with many notes on others, awaiting enough
evidence to finish for publication.

0f particular interest between us-~the identity of Edward
William Bonney, and his position in Nauvoo-- I came across
one additional item, which I may have sent on to you. I
have used it chiefly to suggest that we Mormon '"schelars"
take care of cur using the three dots..., for by sc doing
we often omit information really valuable to others,

In the diary of Alexander Neibuar under date of May 24,
1844 -~ just 2 month before Joseph Smith wae killed--
Neibaur wrote:
May 24 called at J. Smith 10 Ceclk forncon (read German)
tookDinner after nner met the pax & fox Indians
Danced their war Ddnce-- 24 called at Br T L
met Mr Bonnie. Bro Joseph told us the first call...

Well, I'11 not quote the long page of Jcseph's sccount of
his first vision, but Mr. Paul Cheesman in his =study
selected only a brief part, with short phrases interspersed
with the three do§s, and thereby omitted the item of most
interest to me--tHe fagt that The Frophet was telling his
experience to Mr DBonnie and not to Brother Bonnie. ‘his
wovld indicate that the man was not a baptized member,

A1l of which makes me conscicus that we may never get all
the truth on any point, And I have made so many errors along
the way that T am emberrasacd. Stil11, I might have done
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el S July 3rd, 1970

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
Box 303
Saint George, Utah 84770

Dear Mrs. Brooks

There was a great day yesterday! My older daughter, Katharine Lee,
yesterday, about a month after graduating from high school, married her
sweetheart and left us. If you recently had the experience of seeing off
somebody dear and close to you at, say, a railroad station, and the feel-
inf of being left behind : this was my lot. I do not mean it in the self-
ishsense, rather in the emotional one. Two people separated do not seem
to be affected in the same way : the ypunger one, and usually the one
leaving on a trip or a voyage has the excitement of the new enterprise,
the new adventure, the excitement to look forward tos however, the one
waving on the platform, left behind, missing the loss of a loved one
and restricted to the memory of years spent together, feels the acheing
separation so much more sharply. This is how I felt last night, when
Kathy, left on the voyage of her young little life of a lifetime flushed
with the excitement of going away with the one she loves and left us, the
three of us,sharing the memories of the past eighteen years that we were
so privileged to be consorts of: and my little one, who was part of the
last fourteen years, who lost a confidante, a friend, and somebody to
look up onto.

As I write to you, tears still flood my eyes; I couldn't sleep this
early Sunday morning. I left my little family, what's left of it; they
are sleeping still. I could not, not any longer. And I came down to my
office and study, to write te you.

I want to apologize, Mrs. Brooks. Here, before me is your last letter
of May 24th 1968, As I told you in my previous letter, on May 12, 1969
[to which yours of May 24th was a replyl; no, I am wrong: as I look our
past correspondance over, I see that I told you in my letter of April 18
th, 1869, that since 1965 I had been working on an oeuvre dealing with
XVIIth century French economic history. Roughly the idea dealt with the
maritime voyage of a Bordeaux merchant intoc the Baltic in about 1690.
This was the rough idea.

I am a born procrastinator, which is not good. When being challenged
by scomething unknown or not fully known I recoil, and may divert my eff-
orts and energies from the challenge and tackle something simpler; this
is what happened to my French merchant and I took up Mr. E.W.Bonney in-
stead. But time was pressing, and I just had to write my paper on my good
old French merchant. I even developed a mental block to writing about
my taskmaster. To combat that, I developed a new modus operandi to my
mental block to writing. This latter consisted of writing random lengths
and passages even if loosely connected only with my subject, and then proc-
eeding with glue and scissors. After unsuccessful efforts at simple edit-
ing, as I got completely thrown off base in the matter of pagination and
footnote numerology, I started to paste my sections together into contin-
uous rolls of what I euphemistically spoof as the "van Dan BDead-Sea scr-
olls", or an oversize roll of toilet-paper, with the footnotes run cont-
iguously and continuously with the text, except set-off by a red felt-
tipped marker.
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As you may well see, Mrs. Brooks, I started to write this letter to you on
June 14th; but had to cross out the date, and start again today, July 3rd,
since I had received a letter, and then another one from the Rev. Wesley
P. Walters, of the Marissa United Presbyterian Church, of Marissa, i1, ,
who wrote and published a little pamphlet, which also appeared as an art-
icle in The Bulletin [now The Journal] ofthe Evangelical Theological Soc-
iety in the fall of 1967 and in the spring of 1969 in a slightly enlarged
form In Dialogue.[The article was accompanied by a rebuttal by Dr. Richard
L. Bushman, and a reply by Dr. Walthers.] MNr. Spence of the Illinois State
Historical Society, in a conversation with the Rev. Walthers, I am told,
remembered my years of research in Illinois following Mr. Bonney's tracks,
and mentioned my name to the Rev. Walthers: the Reverend, in turn, called
my attention to his recently (then) having seen a referenmce to Bonney "in
Juanita Brooks' article in the Utah Historical Quarterly of fall 1969."

"This is a reference to a Mr. Bonnie being present in Nauvoo May 24,
1844, but it does not definitely indicate that he was a member of the Mormon
church, although this seems most likely since this reference comes from the
diary of Alexander Neibaur. Perhaps Miss Brooks could throw more light on
this for you", - told me the Rev. Walthers.

So I said to myself, that before I finish my letter to you, I was going
to read the article, which caught me as a surprise; your last letter to me
mentioned of your trying an article on John D. Lee. Since I do not get the
Utah Historical Quarterly ( and I didn't know that you were a member of the
Board of Directors, and Board of Editors, or something like that...) and our
library could not let me have it on an interlibrary loan basis, I had to run
down to the "U" of Minn. Periodical room, and qucikly read it.

This should account for the delay between June 1L4th and today. But it
was XX worth it. First, I saw a very impressive list of Ffacts about you that
I was unawares of, and also, I saw a photograph of you in the Quarterly.

The title of the article, as on the cover and title-page of the Quarterly,
threw me, til I saw the real tifle above the article: "Jest a Copin'-"

[on the cover], while the inside title told me what you have been telling

me many times in your letters, including when you sent me the "line true,
word true .... word-for-word copy of the XeroR-copy of the handwritten diary
of Neibaur.

I learned so much about you, Mrs. Brooks; about your teaching, and
about how you got into teaching; about your graduate work at Columbia; the
WPA, about your husband, Sheriff Will Brooks; and, although I am a green-
horn of a newcomer to LDS research (the only claim to fame I have is to
Edward William Bonney, and the genealogy of the Bonney family), I seem to
remember in the back of my mind anyhow, the names of Leavitt and Pulsipher
from the Documentary Histeries and Comprehensive Histories of the Church.
fn short, I enjoyed learning everything about you, Mrs. Brooks, that I was
privileged to learn from your article about a dear friend, if you permit
to classify you as one.

How is Mr. Brooks coming along with his health ? Please forgive me for
my so long silence, and let me hear from you if it does not directly int-
erfere with your so many other activities.

Witk axe Goudd wishes .fwm. e ,En‘cmd ‘o amotbrev e
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Francis Adam van Dan



Francis Adam van Dari _
6342 Baker Avenue, N. E. \57/ ;\/C/L/

Fridley, Minnesota 55421 >VQ
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Mrs. Juanita Brooks
Box 303
Saint George, Utah 84770




Box 303, St. George, Utah
84770
July 11, 1970

My dear Yew-found Fricnd:

I was touched and impressed by the first page of your letter. Your
emotion at seeing your daughter leave with her husband so nearly
parallels my own, One rirl in a family of boys, and she joins a
young 2nd Lieut in the Air Forwe for a career that takes her to

the far corners of the earths I found it herd to accept cheerfully.
Now, after ten years, he is a Major, they have four children, and
are stationed for three years in Hewaii, Who am I to complain?

They are very happye

And I have just returned from Albuquerque, where I waes for a few days
with a daughter-in-law and her three children, awesiting the return of
my youngest son foom a trip to Eurcope which took him into the Inter-
national meeting of the Radistion-Genetice biochemists of the world.
He held two seminare in England and gave a papré at ...near Genevae..
I can't even remember the name of the places

Then the second page of your letter left me truly stripped before yous
I am almost embarrassed at this "True Confessions" sort of thing,
but that is what they asked me to do. Someone had been trying to find
the irception of the Diary Collection, and when I said that it began
in my home in St. George, they could hardly believe it, Hence this talk

toqiond MuSHRnGaB Tile T o0 ChEn 1RE LRSRIUP BaLd hin @ hish

I knew he was failyng fast, so I took from a tape the stories he had

told to his pgrandchildren during the two weeks of Christmas vacation
two years ago, put them into sequence and then f£illed in until I had
a2 beok=-size manuscript--a smell book--which I submitted to the 8tate

Institute of Fine Arts 4in the divieion of Bookelength Prose. It won
firet prize--8750.00« It should appear in print by September,

Will was so happy and proud about %t. He knew of the prizej he knew the
mses was in the mill, but he covldn t wait for it, He passed away on
March 28 about llia.m. I had lef$ that morning at eight to fly

to Opden for a speech in a convention on Mormon Histery there, and
didn't even get the word until six o'eclock in the evening,

I think he was proud that ke was earried ont cf hie home in the arms

of hies eldest son, dressed in his new suit, complete with tie and
tie-clasp. He had dressed himsel? to attend the funeral of a neighber,
and blacked-out when he leaned down to tie his shoes,

In my membry St, George has never seen a funeral like it. %eld in the
historie cold Tabernacle which he had such »ride in, the bell tolled
in his honor, flowers exceeding the wildeest expectation, even the
Governer of the State came voluntarily came to speaks All these
thinre have helped me to be more reconciled, for he himself was

ready to go, thoupgh he was clear in his mind to his lost breath,
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