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HEALING CG ANIMALS' AMCEG THE MOHNOKS

In, crder to underst:nd the Mormen attemnts to heal animals,
one must know that a basic tenet of the clurch is thet it alone is
the true Church of Christ, established apain after agee of avortasy

and bleseged with all the r»owere of the primitive one., Hence its

merberse took literally tlie zdrmeonition thht:

1= ary sick amonpe you? Let him call for the eldere
of the churchy and Yet them pray over him,
annointing him with oil in the nere of the Lord,
And the prayer af faith shall save the sick,
and the lord shall raise him UDPea.es

[ James 53 lh-lz/

Vhile Joseph fmith was not wo positive in his promise of full

rectorution, he did assure his. peonle thet :

And whoseever smong yvou are sick, snd have not faith
te be heanled, but believe, shall be nourished with
Phﬁﬁﬁﬁ“f'¥~w 4 all tenderness, with herbs end mild food, and thet
aifbes b o 7 vot by the hand of en enemy.
ind the elders of

! T 7 the Cillrretry=two 01 more, ehall be
4 called and shall pray for ard lay their hands upod " @« o
4 them in my name; and if they die that ghall die unto me,

and if they live, thev shall live unto me.
. /_ Doctrine & Covenente 42: LShlL/

More definite then the above, and more often guoted were the
rromises” that in the l:tter davs, signs should follow living faith,

Amonp these ripns were the following:

sesln my name they shall cast ont devilss

In my name they shall heal the sicks

In my nname thiey shall open the eyes of the blind
: i and unstop the. ears of the deaf;
. % Lnd the tongue of the dumb shall speak;

And if any man administer poison unto tlien

it shall not hurt thems
And the noison of a serrpent shszll) not have power

to Larm them..../- DDC. & cov. 81{.‘ 6?-?§/

RiL, These teschings help us to rezsd with grester understanding the
‘diaries of early Mormondon. Thiz is eegpecially truve of those kept

during the exodus from Neuvoo and throughout the trip on westwoard

to Ytah, These veople thought of themegelves as the Modern Isrsel,




Morm&n “aallnp--e

the cliosen reople o God, on Ltieir way to seek a Lend of Yromise, where

 they conld eget up Hie Finpdom, To them, the Second Advent was indeed

imminent; they must work dilirently to nrenare 2 vlace for Vis comirg,
The firet preun ont of Vauveoe croesed the Mippiseinrd during

earlv February to face a delaved winter of snow sod storm, of cold so

ipterse that the stream was frozen over and teamsg arriving on Februsry
15 crossed on the ice instead of the ferrye In all this, there was
great sufféring f‘rom exvosure; there was great courape =nd fortitude
displayed, But basic rroblems of shelter sand food, of provender for
the animals, of group morale were met largely beocause of these bLasmic
dectrines and the belief that they were in reality the children of
God, and He was testing their mettle,

Among the diariste of this proup, John D. Lee ranke high, His

accounts of coqditinns arg clear and detsiled, fince this is still

i

in typescrint, citations must be by date rather tharn page,

irrch b 'h6 ., .Many horses veve sick--the medicine used
was oats Yebacco and salt mixed--one of the horses had
the dietemnrer and was removed from the CeMDesse

Caturday Mer 14 1846 MNichardeon's Foint
essdome time todav Vim Mall left camp with his team for the
/ Nesmoines river to bring forward a load for A J Stout At
Tndian Creek one of his horses sickened with a bloating
cholick Flder Hzll ® luallen Mantle layed hande or him
£ he recovered imrediatelv & went on about 2 miles when he
was avain attacked mvch more violently than hefore they
tried to cive him medicine but could noi succeed the horse
layed on his side with his foot over his ear Reuben sStrong
said he believed there was life in him yet, and prevosed
te lay honde on him but some doubted whether it was right
to lay hands on & horse or not Elder Hall renlied the
pronhet Joel haes 'seid that in the last days the lord
. would nour out his spirit uron &1l flesh & this satisfied
" the Prethrep & Flder m Hall R R Strong L Mantle " Jos
Chaplain Mertin 'otter & one meore laid hands on the borse
and commanded the unclean and “oul spririt of whet ever
Neme or lature to depsrt and go to Warsew and trouble the

faints no more when the horse rolled twice over in great distress.

squesled vomited & vurged next morning was harnessed Lo a
leced of ahout 12 hundred £ performed his part as usual
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