
BETTY G. SPENCER 

T hope you sti ll believe thAt 
'--- all thi nvs come • ~ those who 

wait! 

Sorry to be so sl ow in retur,,.,ing your pic­
ture ano these clippings. I minAged to get 
all the copy to the newspapers before I 
entered the hospitAl for a series of oner-
tions, just before Roundup. 

I had extra oictures made and hRve enclose~ 
the two which were returned, along with the 
negative . 

Wish I couln hRve heArd vour talk At Round uE 
those who were there thought it the ~re~t­
e st. 

Sincerelv, ~ 
~ ,l,U,-y 
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One of the pleasures 

of this holiday season 

1s the opportunity to 

put aside the routine 

of daily affairs 

and to send cordial 

regards to our friends 

with all good wishes for 

the New Year. 

E. O. CORSON 

HUMANIST WORLD FELLOWSHIP 

For a lasting thought we present the following from 
Elbert Hubbard: 

Did you know: That lawyers are men; and judges are 
men; and that all laws are and were made by men; and 
that all priests and preachers are men; and that all 
religions were made and formu lated by men; 

And that all books were written by men; 

And that all of the justice we know is man's justice; 

And that what we call God's justice is only man's 
idea of what he would do if he were God; 

And tha t t his idea changes as man changes; 

And that all love is man's love; 

And a ll compassion, man's compassion; 

And all sympathy, man's sympathy; 

And all forgiveness, man's forgiveness; 

And that there is nothing finer, greater, n?bler in the 
world than man; 

And that all beings, spirits and persons greater than 
man have been, and are, the creation of man's mind; 

And that man is not yet created, but only in process 
of creation; 

And that in his present transitional state he has par­
tia lly abandoned intuition without fully getting control 
of his intellect; 

And that all laws, creeds and dogmas are of only tran­
sient value, if of value at a ll; and should be eliminated 
when they no longer minister to human happiness; 

And that now, for the first lime in the history of the 
world, a very large number of people know these things; 
and are exercising their brains; 

And that the brain is an organ and grows strong 
by use; 

And that through right thinking we are gradually 
learning to control our bodies, our tempers, our desires, 
our imaginations; 

And that the imagination is a searchlight which reveals 
the future; 

And that by the use of imagination we now see Para­
dise ahead; A Paradise of increasing effort, work, en­
deavor-and increasing power; A Paradise of this world, 
that is to come through health, work, simplicity, honesty, 
mutuality, reciprocity and love? 



Season's 
Greetings 
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Mary L. Bradford 
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JOSEPH 

Joseph, according to the record just, angel-ridden 
and consulted last, what glory may you claim? 
Was yours a father's care, but, God-bidden, 
respect for foster child you could not name? 
Was your pride greater than any heart-hidden 
common love for common men the same? 

I t was you who showed his hands the glory of the lathe 
in shaping wood to meet its proper use. 
But was it He whose growing shaped your faith 
that you might stand in sorrow at that last abuse 
as high above a puzzled world a wooden wraith 
was raised to meet some deep excuse? 

No doubt it is as said: you "received your reward 
in Heaven" as do all who need not repent. 
But you appear on earth at every Christian board, 
leading the ass, your face intent 
above the child, your eyes turned always toward 
the path. You gave a joyous thing- consent. 
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Box 3A~ , t . r.eor~e , Utah 
84770 
f u 6 ,,~t 25- -~-'ond.:iy noon 

"'car Lother , 

e "Cr" c0rt·inly E"l.id to e:ot J~ur letter , <'""d to J.,nc-, tl.'.1t you h d 
s'.lch n · od trip up . Sou;1ds li1re the laurel " . Teavi tt br;-inch 
of trc o jly h.,-:: d v r;cndcr..,ul reurio1: i:~nead . 1 1. so h~ppy that 
;-ou .. ,ere in on j t . 

e ' ve h~d company ir, and ou+ every day, f. cot·ple that :·e met in 
0·!':a·., \ ay back in 1957 c.,- ~ r a · · ' ... P~r three c il 'lren . She v•as 
o··r ~·tide to \'Jinl:er ua~ t,.,r ... , C'ouncil Inu"' f s , and the c,.'.1:-r historic 
placer . It i·'fH, v·onc'lerful to b ve th0Iil come., 

'illa ' s fa rti.ly ere in for supper 1-.. ... t ni~·1,t . s:e has gone to Tan 
·•ega ... 'oday for sup lies . Thales ::·11 be ':c, e ,.ro~t .fept Q she 
thinks , -ind , .. ill st~y until the end or tr:c month . 

I have to zo to S~C for a mepL "rr on ~dnesday , but I ' ll ~ust 
ro on the bus un one day end l~ck the next . 

I ' v had t~c wuter on your r1~ce all d·u today , 8 things l bok 
~od . Have de- frosted the fr · ~ , ~nd ~ot th~~ ... back ~~to it , 

or ~ilJ -et them back before ri-ht . I put them in this old frig 
of mine jn the apart 0 nt so th0 other coLld tnke itc ti~e to 
~elt out . 

Eva ha~ her house full , "ith He ry ~nd ~is farnily- - that i, , hie 
· ife .. nd 2 m:..rried ,01.::. '"'rin their ""ivcs . {Ind Roland ~ hr:.in ing 
a girl home on the week- end to exro~e he r t0 the family , no the 
fa ily lett 0 r ay be det'3ined a little ··,bile . She is un 'o her 
ear5 in ~ruit , he,"de ... . 

I have the c - r b,~ck , took Will to "'riesthood & 1·1e hoth r,ent to 
church , .:i.--d on ovt to l'!illas for<> '"hile . T112 "ornin rre ,·,ent 
tot' e o~t office and sho~~ea R little . Tt ' s a help to ·o ... have 
to walk . 

1rothj_n · new . I ' 11 send the Cou"'ty Paper o:r r,ren it co ·es , · ,.,d v:il 1 

take C"'T' ,..~ yo_r litt1 _ cl.ores . I ' m "'l'l"e ..... ,, c· ... s mic-s yru , but 
the~• •re toi~f pretty e] l under my crre . 

Eove · rood time , and keep u:- no~ted . 
ck. 

"e ' 11 be glad to have you 

Our love to !ia.urel , el va , · nd all t! cir wondeeful 
f mi 1 y--also to !'el 81'10 r.:yrtle r,hen you ;.;o t ere . 



Phooc: (413) 298-3477 HERBERT REICHNER Catalogue no. 34 

ONE OP TH~ STANDARD WORKS OP ECCLESIASTICAL D!O•DIBL!OGRAPHY. It 
contains-in stric tly chronological order-the short lives of some 500 'writers' 
with lists of their works, a l together c.2500 titles. Some Old T estament figures 
are included, beginning with MOSES and ending with PHILO and FLAv1u s 
JOSEPHUS, while the Christian era begins with ST. PETER, and ends with 
THOMAS MORE and FRA:-ICISCO DE VITORIA. 

THE REAL FIRST EDITIO N which is a relati ly scarce book. Even Besterman, 
Beginnings of Systematic Bibliography, 54, quotes erroneously the Lyons re­
print of the same year without mentioning the real editio princeps. Catholic 
Encyclopedia II, 413, is even worse by giving 1615 as the date of first publica­
tion.-De Back -Sommervogel I, 1226, no. 32. Hurter I, 273ff. G ibson, 
Thomas M ore Bibi. ( 1961) , no. 192 ( quotes the Cologne reprint) . 120.00 

39 

/.N EARLY ACCOUNT OF THE MORMONS 

Benjamin II (J.J.) [i.e. I srael (Joseph) ). Drei J ahre in Amerika 1859-1862. 
4 parts in one vol. Stout 8vo. xvi, 384 pp., portrait.-viii, 168 pp.- viii, 69 
pp.-ii, 132 pp. Contemporary half-cloth, gilt title. Hanover : Author, 1862. 

BENJAMIN, a Rumanian traveler, devoted himself to searching for the LOST 
TEN TRIBES of the J ews. After having traveled all over Europe, the Near and 
Middle East, he came to North America where he stayed three years. He 
visited SAN FRANC1sco, Sacramento, NEVADA, Vancouver Island, and OREGON, 
and returned overland by wa y of SALT LAKE CITY, Detroit, SYRACUSE, and 
Boston. He gives a good account of the LIBRARIES rn CALIFORNIA, the West 
Coast Indians, and devotes over 40 pages to the MORMONS and their C hurch. 
There are many interesting observations about the life of the A~IERICAN J Ews. 

Soon after his return Benjamin died very poor in London, and his friends 
had to arrange a public subscription in order to save his wife and daughter 
from misery. 

FIRST EDITION. Fine copy.- Cowan I, 46. Wagner-Camp 380. Smith, Pacific 
NW Americana, 753, 754. Howes, U .S.-iana, 351. 240.00 

40 

'THE FIRST BOOK OF THE Drx-HUITIEMB' 

[Benscrade (Isaac de)). M etamorphoses d'Ovide en Rondeaux. I mprime:i: e t 
enrichis de figures par Ordre de Sa Majeste, et dediez a Monseigneur Le 
D auphin. Stout large 4to. Beautiful allegorical frontispiece by SEBASTIEN LE 
CLERC after Ch. le Brun, (6) 11., 463 pp., (4) ll. With 226 finely engraved 
vignettes by SEBASTIEN LE CLERC, FRAN~OIS CHAUVEAU and LE PAUTRE; en­
graved emblem on ti tle-page. Contemporary calf binding, richly gilt paneled 
b:ick, gil t title-piece. Paris: Imprimerie Royale, 1676. 

Ilenserade turned by order of Louis XIV and for the use of the Dauphin 
Ovid's METAMORPHOSES into 'rondeaux'. Yet in spite of a Royal subsidy 
amounting to 10,000 livres, the most luxurious printing and the lavish decora­
tion, it was no success. La Fontaine ridiculed i t and its failure gave a blow to 
the poet's reputation. 

T his book has often been called ' THE FtRST BOOK OP THE DIX•HUITIE!dE' 
and this is true to a great C' en t. It is a good specimen of the PERFECT BOOK 
in which typography and illustration completely harmonize. 

\ 

Phone : (4 13) 298-3477 HERDE RT RE ICH N £il C..t · loguc ,o. 34 

LARGE COPY. I n fine condition.-Tchemerzine II, 139. T ch ·ne, Livres 
a figures, 32. Bernard, Imprimerie Royale, 142f. Weigert, Gra\ , du XVII• 
siccle, II, 1173-12 74. Ca lo t, L' Art du Livrc en France, 112. Cio1 a.nescu, Bibi. 
de la litt. fran~. du 17• siecle, I, 11 355. 325.00 
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Dons THE E XTERNAL \'{/oRLD ExrsT? 

Berkeley (George) , M .A. A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human 
Knowledge. La rge 8vo. ( 4) II., 214 pp. Contemporary paneled calf, neatly 
rebacked. Dublin: Aaron Rhames for J eremy Pepyat, 1710. 

"THE CHOIR OF HEAVEN and furniture of the earth, in a word a ll those 
bodies which compose the mighty frame of the world, have not any subsistence 
without a mind, that their being is to be perceived or known." 

The extension of this theory, tha t a m ind m ust be the spri , of · uni­
verse, is THE CENTRAL POINT OF BERKELEY'S METAPHYSICS. 

FIRST EDITION and one of the rarest books of English philosophic litcr:i ture. 
FINE COPY. With the ownership entry of a Mr. C. nwall of Westminster Srhool 
dated J uly 1762.- Wolf, Hist. of Science, II, 747. J essop, Bib!. of Iler) 'ey, 
I 3a. NOT in Lord Rothschild's Berkeley Collection. Printing and the M ind of 
Man (1963), no. 321, and (1967), no. 176. -'.80.00 
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FIRST BIBLIOGRAPHY OF I N CUNABULA 

Beughem (Cornelis a). I ncunabula Typographiae. 8vo. (6) II., 191 pp. Am­
sterdam 1688.-BOUND WITH:Beughem (Cornelis a). Bibliographia H istorica, 
chronologica & geographica. 8vo. (6) Jl., 788 pp. Half-vellum. Amsterdam 
1685. 

THE FIRST DlllLIOORAPHY OF INCUNABULA. 
I ts author was a bookseller at Emmerich, a small town on the R hine, near 

the Dutch border, His INCUNABULA TYPOGRAPHICA lists about 3,000 books 
printed before 1501, alphabetically arranged by authors, and anonymous works 
by thei r titles. SHORT BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ARE ADDED, and for each title place, 
year, and size given, but no thing is said about the printers. A three-page list 
of 15th century BIBLES precedes the general bibliography. The OUTENBERO 
BIBLE is dated " 1450". 

T he same author's BIBLIOGRAPHIA HISTORICA is the earliest attempt a t a 
CLASSIFIED UNIVERSAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OP THE HISTORICAL SCIENCES, listing 
about 5000 tjtles published since 1650. Over 200 pages are taken up by the 
author's MUSAEUM BEl"GHE~IIANU)! which represents the FIRST PRINTED !CO.SO• 
ORAPHY listing the portra its of about 6000 eminent persons. They are cl:m.i­
fied according to rule rs, d ignita ries of the Church, statesmen, lawyers, scientists, 
poets, philosophers, and artists. 

TWO (or rather three) SCARCE ANO FUNOA~IENTAL BIRLIOGRAPIHES. Good 
set.- J occher I, 1060. Besterman, Beginnings, 34/f. E. von Ra th, Vorlaufer des 
Gcsamtkatalogs der Wiegcndrucke, in: \Verden und Wirken. Ein Festgruss 
Karl W. Hiersemann ( 1924), 288ff. The set 225.00 
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Introduction 

The massacre at Mountain Meadows has always remained 

a thorn in t he side of Mormonso Mormon historians , anxious 

t o defend the i r leaders, have dismissed the atrocious 

crime as being the product ot a fanAtic--John Do Leeo 

On the other hand 9 anti-Mormon historiana, anxious to indict 

·t;he Church , have placed the sole responsibility for the 

massacr e on the hierarchy of church official s •. 

It has only been in recent years t hat objective 

schol ar shi p about t he massacre has been accomplished. 

J uanita Brooks has writ t en and interpre ted the in.famous 

act not as the product of an addle-brained l unati c , but as 
-. 

t .he culmination of social and psychol ogica l forces on the 

Mormon frontier. 

Basically, it 1s the purpose of this research to 

discuss the background, contributions, a nd reinterpretations 

t hat Mrso Brooks has added to Utah historyo There are , 

however, some questionable interpretations which I shall 

examine. 



The Voice from Bunkerville 

Located in the southernmost corner of Nevada is a 

small town ca lled Bunkerville. The dry , arid desert covered 

with a scont growth of dwarf cactus 9 rabbit bush, and yucca 

surrounds t he STi1all town. Through the desert winds the 

Vi r gin River--a river that supplies bot h irrigation and 

culinary water to the community. Early in 1898, Juanita 

Brooks was born i n Bunkerville o Juanita ' s memories of 

Bunkerville supply vivid impressions of community life in 

the e D.rly .fr ontier. She remembers the threat of flash 

fl oods and drought s in the area . Nosta l gical ly , she 

rerrd n-it:ices t he · economics practiced by the settlers: 11 VJater 

was literally measured by the drop . You must never dip a 

ful l cup f r om the barrel; you should take only a little 

bit , just ·e~~~(_-y.ou could drink. If you were handed a full 

cup you dr ank what you wanted and gave the rest back to the 

host to dispose of. Usually, he handed it to the next 

person, or poured it carefully into a -bucket kept tor 

wa ste water, to be given late~ to the chickens. "1 

1Juan1ta Prooka, "The Water 0 s Inl" Har ers Magazine, 
9r!tttb~a<HN~ !~~!)~e8~n~~~~pu9ii~he~81.fHrtHi ~~St11 Rf00kst 

Kmerica" Folklore, LXXVII ~July-~ept. , 1964) , pp. 195-2190 
In t hese remem'6rances about a "cow that obstinately insisted 
on fulfilling her watery fate in the st ream that was both life 
and death to the village of Bunkerville; of the outsider come -
in f rom tha darkness to lead Juanita t o that untravelled world 
whose l!lt:lr gin f or ever and for ever •••• " 

-1-
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Her keen mind recorded individual happenings and 

events of the community. She can describe the community 

fear of desert flash floods, the hunt for cattle and live-

s tock embedded in the mud after a severe storm, and the . 

~~ 
united community effort to repair a leak in a canal, 

irrigation ditch, or reservoiro 

At thirteen, the young Juanita found her first 

orieinal journal in her 

The journal was her own great-grandmother's life stor yo 2 
"The writing was labored, generously sprinkled with capital 

letter s and phonetic spelling. It looked as though it had 

been done with a quill pen, the down str okes were s o heavy; 

every wor d. seemed to have been fashioned de l iberately and 

wi t h an effort."2 From t his init i a l experi ence, J uani ta 

acquired a peculiar fascination f or j ourna l s and di aries of 

t he earl y sett l ers and colonizers. From t his fascination 

grew a desire to collect the old diaries of her own faraily. 

She firs t collected the memoirs of her great-grandmother, 

Sarah Sturdevant Leavitt, nnd later added the two ledger 

d i ary of John Pulsipher.3 

After th~ death of her first husband, Leonard 

Pulsipher, Mrso Erooks attended Brigham Young University and 

earned her B. A. in 1925. After graduation she taught 

Engli sh and speech at what is now Dixie Junior Collegeo 

I n 1929, Mrs. Brooks re¢eived her M. Ao from Columbia 

Un i ver sit y. Roon after r eceiving her degree, the depression 

came. 

~Juanita Bnooks , "Let ' s Preserve Our Record s , " 
Ut ah H3m1gp,ities Rev1ew, II (May , 1951) , p . 259. 

~Juanita Brooks, personal l etter , January 15, 19660 

J 
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V,•hen the relief projects wer e inagurated in the 

1930 1 s 9 Mrs . Brooks became t he area supervi sor f or t he 

Emer gency Relief Administ rat i on (ERA) o " I n 1934, at the 

s uggestion of Mr. Nels Anderson, who was in st. George 

doing. r esearch on what later appeared as his book, Deser t 

Saints," :Mrs. Brooks "initiated a ViPA project for washingtori 

Count y in which women who were in need and had no husband 

could be employed§nd .,,hsiJ might have a daughter who could 

type/;~~ or might themselves interview living pioneers and 

take oral stories •••• 114 This was the beginning of a 

project that also led to the copying or old diaries, letter s , 

account books, and ledgers f or historical value . After the 

first copi e s of the material were prepared, t he proj ec t 

committee sent t he c~pies t o Dro Lut her H& 'Evans, Li br arian 

at the Library of Congr e ss. li f ter examini ng the wor k , Dr . 

Evans flew to Sa l t Lake City , Utah, and expanded t he 

,Jlproj ect to the state level. 

u In 1935 the Federal Writer's Project was established 

nationally as a program under the V,ork Projects Administration 

Maurice L. Howe was appointed the first state 

project; later, Dr. Dale Morgan assumad 

the role of state supervisoro On a state wide basis, 11many 

of the people employed for the writer's prog,Tam were over 

50 years of age, and several had never finished high school. 

This situation caused handicups, especially in technical 
areas of research. However, many old journals and letter s of 
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historical importance were uncovered because these 'older• 

workers knew whom to contacto"5 

The Historical Records Survey, which originally was 

a division of the Federal Writer's Project, became an independent 

program in 19360 ~hen this program was inaugurated, Juanita 

Brooks assumed the position of area supervisoro6 "Aside .from 

the primary purpose of furnishing employment to needy workers, 

the objective of the survey in Utah included the preparation 

of and publication of complete inventories of the records of 

federal, state, county, city, and church archives.n? 

~ During the project, many interesting a:r.td fascinating 

&11 records were collected. One entitled, "Quakers Meet Ill Fortune uP-i· in Utah," discussed a Quaker colony established at Swan Lake 

'( f- .in Millard county in 1893.. The community prospered until a 

dam burst and destroyed the comraunityo Other ha9penings from 

Shoshone In~ian legends to tales about giant monsters were 

recordedo 8 Copies of the p~qneer .manuscripts and folklore 

were placed in the Library o~ C_origress and . in various libraries 

in California as. ·well a:s 1n Utaho These copies <Lid "much 

to enrich an4 vita~ize the work· ot scholars whose widely 

varying interests.:'.touched upon the :Mor~on-Utah scene." 9 

5 .. 11 · ~ I/ t.... >1A 
Larry M • .Malmgren, A History. of the WPA in u·tmh, ~hesi s 9 

Utah State University, 1965~ p. 900 Mr. Malmgren, however, does 
not acknowledge the tact ti1'a t .the Writer's Project began in Utah. 
This is pdrhaps unfortunate in not giving credit to Utah for 
its initial phase of the national project. 

6
nale Morgan, "Juanita Brooks," Utah H:i.etorical Q,ua 1;t erly, 

XXV (July, 1957), p. 1940 

_?.Malmgren• p. 91. 
8
This "collec tion of news stories" is f ound at the Utah 

State Historical Society in Salt Lake City. 

9 Morgan, P o 91 0 
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It was a lso durin~ t his depress ion period· that Mrso 
. -· 

Brooks he l ped establish the "Mormqn Social Se curi ty planoff 
. . 

I n an unpublished article, "Mormon Social Security in the . . . 

Balance,"10 Mrs . Brooks stateithat the ·genera l r eact ion to ~he 

11 
program had been favorable throughout th~ ' Churchu The roots 

• ,! • • J . 

of the · plan, according to Mrs. Brooks,,.'could be :·foung._ in the-
. . . . I • 

early history or the Church. The Perpetu~l Emigra~/.~n-·~rogr~ 
. . 

who had little·. A· resembled the program of sharing with tho~e ~1: 
~;? :::::\::::l Y:::r:::: :: ::s::1::1::e t::a::t:::m:1:~~ct ~ 

1.i/':~-of Utah and adjoining states. Another institution-polygam;y-­

~ rovided a basis of "satisfactory human relations" among t he 

~ -P".' Church participants. Although this experiment did not cont inue ~-v· wi t h off icial Church s anction, itdid provide a common ground 

1
Vfr- on which the we l fare plan could started. The fourth basis from 

whi ch the welfare plan sprang was known as the "Unj.ted Order .. " 

Again, this plan proved to be unv10rkable, but it provided a 

structure for the 1936 Socia l Security Plan, later to become 

officially known as the Welfare Plan. 

Mrs. Brooks not only gave the background, but she 

~.lso frankly told the positive and negative f eatures o! the p lan. 

In on~ instance, youth in their teens labored 1n Welfare canneries 

late into the night; women sewed quilts, shirts, overalls, dresses, 

and underwear; and the men planted and harvested eropso However, 

Mrs . Brooks realistically assessed the weakness of t he Pl ano 

Obvious objections were found in St. George Stake. One man , who 

worked for the WPA and rece ived a salary, fully expected his f ull 

10Mrs. Brooks sent a typewritten copy of t his ar.ti cle to 
me for t his study. Dr .. Everett Cool ey of the Historical Socie·cy 
wan·t;s to have a xer ox copy made for t he Society's l ibr ary. ~!.'he 
copy had not been datedo 
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~hare of the welfare produce for his help, although many were 

jobless .. ". o o One cannot but admire the courage and daring 

that would initiate such an idea. Perhaps it would be easier if 

t he public were not so enthusiastic and did not expect so much­

easier to succeed in the face of ridicule than praise. But 

regardless, it must have time to prove itselr.,n11 The individual 

role that Mrs. Brooks played in establishing the plan is a topic 

that deserves further consideration. 

J !stories 

In 1928, Juanita Brooks began doing research on the 

settlements of southern Utah and Nevada to help her younger 

brother, Francis Leavitt, find material for his ~~aster's 

the~is at the University of Nevada. Because his topic was 

about the Mormon settlements in Clark County--then a part 

of the st. George Stake, Mrs. Brooks sought 1.nf'ormation f r om 

the official Church stake and ward records o.nd from the 

Annuls of the Southern Mission. In these she found colorful 

aspects ot the early !rontier life. Infcrmation about 

recreation, v,ine-making, dam-building, and Bishop• s courts 

proved of great interest to her. In February, 193;, she 

won distinction for her article, "A Close-up of Polye;amy, n 

in which she interpreted Mormon culture and history. 

_lllbid., p. 23. There is no date found on the 
manusor1pt;7iowever, a thesis by Ariel Smith Ballif en'l:;itled 
" Pi Gtudy of Socia l Secur·ity l'lanning and Organizati~n 
in the L;orIJ.on Church" (University of Routhe:r:-n California. 
195?) ~ives the s ame basic information and background. 
This can be found in the L. D. s. Church Historian ' s 
Library, Salt Lake City, Utah. 



During the per iod of time that Mrs o Br ooks worked 

with the Historical Records Survey, she began collecting 

inf ormat ion about Jacob Hamblin,whose third wife was Mrs. BrooKs' 

Aunt Priscilla. While she gathered notes on Hamblin, she f ound 

many items about John D. Lee . When the Church appointed Pearson 

Corbett to be the official biographer, Mrs. Brooks drop9ed har 

i dea about that Hamblin biography, but her father persuaded her 

t o write a biography about her grandfather, Dudley Leavitt.12 

John D. Lee . 

About this time the Henry E. Huntington Librar y 

purchased the diaries of John D. Lee. Dale Morgan suggested 

that Mrs. Brooks should inquire about the diaries and 

perhaps go to the library to see them. Mrs. Brooks was 

extended an invitation to go to the library. The visit to 

the library resulted in her employment as a 11Field Fe llow" 

for the library. Her job was to collect originals for t he 

library to microfilm or photograph. After Mrs. Brooks had 

worked and collected material for several years under a 

grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, she was a eked to 

research and write a book about the f\.!ountain Meadows 

Mass u.ore. Her answer v;a s a strong a.ffirmative . 

1~Juanita .Br ooks, Personal Lett er , January 15 , 1966 . 
13Ibi d. -
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From the fir s t Mrs. Br ooks ~ad but one objective : 

11 1 only wanted to find the facts as nearly as I c ould and 

present them a s clearly and f a irly a s I could o1114 She 

began immediately to build her bibliography and to do her 

r esearch. She drew from journals and diaries, court trials, 

and church records; her secondary sources came from both 

Mormon and non-Mormon sources . There was no doubt that 

J ohn D. Lee, the adopted son of Brigham Young, became a 

scapegoat for the Churcho This nas been proven to a greater 

extent by subsequent scholarship in the book John Doyle Lee: 

~ealot-Pioneer Builder- - ~3ca pegoat . 

Non-Mormon writers generally have p l aced t he blame 

f or the Massacre on t he Church hierarchy of off i ci als. Mar k 

Twai n ' s his t orica l account found in Roughing It stat ed t hat 

Brigham Young--the "Grea t Grand Archee or God"- di spatched 

a "revelation" to ?resident J. c . Haight, Bishop Hi gbee, 

and John D. Lee commandi ng them to r a ise an army and to 

attack the emigrant wagons . This opinion was widely held 

by gentiles throughout the nineteenth century. There was 

no doubt that the Fancher train had been tricked and 

s l aught;ered by Mormons with the aid of the Indians. Twain 

stated that on "the 10th day of September, 1857, wa s con­

summa ~ed one of the most cruel, cowardly and b l oody murder s 

known in our his tory . 1115 O.f' t his assertion there can be 

little doubt, but his history cannot be cons idered objecti veo 

Because this account wa s published Tiith Roue;hing It, it 

r eceived wide circulation in non-Mormon circles . 

i4Ibid . 

(New 

15Hark •rwain~ "Mounta in MeadO°I\ S Massacre, " RouQ:-12_-!!i,ii_Jt 
York;_ Ne-.v American Library , _J.nc o, 1962) 9 Pa t~.30:--v~. ....., 

J 
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But within the Mormon church, hist orians and lecturers 

were attempting to remove the blood stains from the C~urch 's 

r ole in the Massacre . Charles w. Penrose delivered an address 
~v<U-,Q 

in 1884 that w_aehod the Church .c)e& ot any implicationo He 

stated that "there is one thing consoling to me t!l!/W, 
and that is the enemies of our peopl e and our faith are 

compelled to resort to misrepresentation and falsehood in 

order to find anything to fight us with ••• I wish to put on 

record. C, .. that the Church never did endorse the deed; 

t hat as soon as the President of the Church found out that 

John D~ Lee had been implicated in it he was cut off from the 

Chw.~ch and left to be dealt with according to the laws of the 

land; f:an!J that .President Young was innocent of any partic­

ipation in that crime .. o ."
16 This, of course, was merely a 

partisan defense of (;he Church by Penrose, but it, t oo, 

contained elements of partial truth. 

It was evident to reputable historians thut the Uountain 

Meadows Massacre had not been accurately reported. Hubert 

Ho Bancroft published. his scholarly account of the Massacre, 

but it too contained weaknesses ; however, Bancroft remained 

relatively objective . Bancroft asserted, as did Mrs. Brooks 

in her study, that the poisoning ot the cattle could very 

well have come ftom poisonous weeds that are found in this 

particular locality of southern Utah. But Bancroft falsely 

asserted that John D. Lee induced the Indians to attack the 

emigrants by promise of booty; Bancroft also justified Governor 

16charles Wo Penrose , The Mountain Meadows Massacre 
(Salt Lake City: The Desere t Pres s , 1904) , PP o 5- 6, 44. Thi s 
book i s found a t the Utah St at e His t orical Society Librar yo 



and Pres i dent Young' s f ai l ure to make an investigat i on be= 

cause he .wai ted for his federally-appointed replacement to 

arrive o Bancroft , however , did ma.ke an interpretative comment, : 

"On the tostimony which we now have before us I will make b,,.t 

one comment. it Haslem's statement was true, Brigham was 

clearly no accomplice; if it was .false, and his errand to 

Salt Lake City was a mere trick of the first ~residency, it 

i s extremely imp~obable that BriGham would have betrayec. his 

intention to Vari ~tliet by using the remarks that he mad~ only 

tv10 days before the ~vent . u·l? ·. Be.cau·se Ban.croft ·could have 
' 

doubted Haslem's statement, he ·wrote . tµe statement in t he 
. . · . · .-o•riCl t1011.s . · 

subjunctive , which ·showed that he, too, : had: ,·. · , but late:: 

in the sentence he reconciled his doubts 'with the addi tiol'.k!tiL., 

evidence. 

· The battle bet ween ·the Church ati,d. gentile• interpre·r 1tion 

cont 'inued. Many books too numerous to mention dealt· t.fith ·be. 
· Massa,c~e • . In 1940, Kndrew Love Neff's History of Utah 

was published. Neff' wrote about the Church• s 1856 Refor·.­

a t .ion Movement which led to "excesses in those of unster le 

.mentalityo 11 He diseuss~d the doctrine of blood atoner.ont . 

Be also a sserted t hat "no worthwhile correlation ex:ist ed 

between the theological doctririe of self-imposed bJood 

atonement and the •Crime of murder , except in the r i s torted 

imagination of hostile-ninded, loose-thinking cr~.ties, 

and the addled brain of rrohn D. Lee who 1 like otter crimina ls , 

sou~t de sperately for · a pretext which would see~ to explain 

17Hubert !:I. Bancrof't, 11['he Mountain Mcfldov,s Ma.usacre , 11 

Historz of Utah (San Fronc i sco : The Hi s t ory Co::1pany , 1890 ) , p. 5680 ,. 
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and justify the wanton killing of country men!'18 It would 

seem that Neff attempted to portray John D. Lee as an 
o.. .. 

unbalanced scapegoat. This too wao merely~unsupported 

conjecture on the part of Ne!f . 

After an examination of these and numerous other 

so~ces, Mrs. Brooks found that John D. Lee had been sacrificed 

by the Church that he had defended. However, within the 

book itself, there are some debatable interpretations. 

One of these .is in regard to Brigham Young's message to 

Isaac Haight; the letter is reproduced here in full, but the 

interpretative sentences are underlined: 

Elder Isaac c. Haight: 

P.H ;~~IDE?~'l' 'S 0:h'IC.'·; 
GREAT 'SALT LAKE CITY 
SE.PT. 10, 1857 

DEAR BROTHER:--Your note of the ?th inst. 
is to hand. Capt. Van Vliet, Acting Commissary, 
is here, having come in advance of the army to 
procure necessaries for them. We do not expect 
that any part ot the army will be able to reach 
here this fall. There is only about 850 men 
coming. They are now at or near Laramie. A few 
or their freight trains are on this side of that 
place, the advance of which are now on Green River. 
They will not be able to come much if any further 
on account of their poor stock. They cannot 
get here this season without we help them. So 
you see that the Lord has answered our prayers 
and again averted the blow designed for our 
heads. In re ard to the emi ation trains 
throu~h our set ements, we 

e n 1ans 
ou should .. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~""'..;;.~,p,,;:.h~e;:.m• r ere 
ow of. 

that are there will leave, let them go 
in peace. While we should be on the alert, on 
hand, and always ready, we should also possess 

18Andrew Love Neff, History of Utah, 184f to l ff.>9 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1940), p. 4 ~. [u,,d';;'."l,n1·r1q 
W'46 mo.de 'Py -the a.~+hor of this reseo.rch:J, 



-12-

ourselves in patience, preserving ourselves and 
property, ever remembering that God rules. He 
has overruled for our deliverance thus once 
again, and He will always do so if we live our 
religion and be united in our faith and ~ood 
works. 

All is well with us. May the Lord bless you 
and all the Saints forever. 

You.r Brother in the gospel of Christ. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG19 

It is interesting to note that this controversial statement 

i ~ te ambiguous. Does Brigham imply that Haight should 

. / .~~ ~s~~ve good feelings or r~lations between the Indians and 

Yf,/" the Mormons, or does he imply that the Mormons should try 

~/', 1J , to preserve good will b~tween the Indians and the emigrants? 
1J' . • ,-'5, IV~ ~ . : ~~~/r-Mrso Brooks caD.l) justifiably interpret t _he statement that 

fV1 ~/ Brigham meant for the Mormons to preserve the good v1ill of 

}fY ✓ 
i 

~ 

the Indians for mutual protection. Both the r.~ormons' and 

he Indians• very existence wa eing threatened by the 

federal ·government;, .. ~o"l.'ever,· ..,u.~ second interpretation can 

,"-. 
In a swo~~ st~tem~nt by ·Brigham Young, he 

gave llis··int~nd.od iD.tet'pJ:"etation of}.the letter: 
. • •· ' · i 

~ :, \ . ' \ ..! . 

Question: Did you, aifo-.·; the tenth of S~ptember, 
1857 receive a c_ommunicfat)ion trom Isaac C. Haight, 

. •••. QJ:' _ ~ _ o.t.~e~ p~~ aon.. ~f -<Mdar . C 1 ty, concerning a 
company or emigrants called ·the Arkansas company? 

Answer: . I did receive a communication from 
from Isaac c. Haight, or John D. Lee, who was 
then a farmer for the Indians. 

Question: Have you that communication? 

Answer: I have not. I have made a diligent 
search tor it, but cannot find it. 

Question: V, 111 you state the substance of your 
letter to him? 

I9Juan1ta Brooks, The Mountain Meadows Massacre 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1962), Po 63. -
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Answer: Yes; it was to let t his company of 
emigrants, and all other companies of emigrants, 
pass through the country unmoleoted, and to 
allay the anw feelings of the Indians as LlUCh 
as possible. 

This is a possible and plausible second interpretation. , 

A third view of the controversial statement is that 

purposely written ambiguously, so that the receiver could 

interpret the statement as he wished; yet, no reflection 

could be sa!elz drawn upon the author of the letter. 

A second and perhaps less alarming omission is 

the fact that John D. Lee had been a member of the militant 

Danite organization. This admission in John Doyle Lee, 

however, shows that Lee ma;y have had more to do with the 

crime than was axpressed. 

Thinkint; that perhaps the intellectual clin.ate within 

,the Church had changed in the acceptance of the conclusions 

r drawn by Mrs. Brooks, I wrote to the Church Historian, Joseph 

. d/1 )Fielding Smith, and asked him whether the Church has accepted 

~ Y 111 the new interpretation. His reply was brie.f, but pointed: 

~.tti,{ ~ "There is nothing good that I can say in regard to the writings I\ I 

V Q) of Juanita Brookso ~e have a copy of her book in our files Aly 
✓ .rvf\• Aav -<✓-.\) 
cP\ ~ in the Historian's Library."21 It is unfortunate that ~t~h~e---- \ \pr 

()I The ~,~% Church Historian would take such a conservat ive opinion. 1/,:?.~ 
/J ,✓t . late Apostle John A. Widtsoe also defended Brigham Young in 

an article published in the Improvement Era. Apostle Widtsoe 

stated that it was nonsensical to blame Brigham Young for the 

Massacree Through the use of rhetorical question, he skilfully 

N.1/ 

. 20Brigham Young's statement as quoted 1n R. N. Baskin1 Reminisces of Earlz Utah (Salt Lake City: n. p., 1914), pp. llb-117. 
21Joseph F. Smith, Personal Letter, February 21, 1')66., 



elicited a response in the mind of the rea,;er: " If the speeches 

had been such as to lead to murder, how can it be explained 

th.gt the Mountain Meadows Massacre v,as the only crimina l act 

of the kind in the year when fee1in~sA: ~ hflh because Johnston's 

Army was on its way to Utaho 1122 ~ dtsoe did not attempt 

to ans\'.:er his own guestiono 

Juanita Brooks found an incorrect date 1n Apostle 

Widtsoc•s article and wrote him a short letter explaining the 

mistake he had made. Apostle Widtsoe had cited ·t;he da:lie of 

the .Massacre as September 14, 185?; if this were true, as 

Mrs. Brooks points out, Brigham Young could have either ordered 

the Massacre, or he could have prevented ito2' 

Juanita Brooks and Robert Go Cleland ~ ~ dited and 

published the diaries of JoAn D. Lee in 1957 which has added 

a remarkable insight into Lee's pers~nal lifeo In 1962, Mrso 
\)I~ 

Brooks~a complete biography aboµt Lee . The biography becomes 
A.£..UX¥11 r 

a colorful and descriptivel' of events in the lii"e of the 

infamous historical figure o "The Lee biography lilts this 

much maligned character out of the fog of prejudice into the 

light of understanding. Instead of a baso plotter of a wholesa le ~ 

massacre, he emerges as a victim of circumstances, and, 1ndee~0 

a power of strength in the sacrifice of personal interest to 

the cause of the kingdomo1124 

Juanita Brooke in 1964 published the diaries of 

Hosea Stout which gave additional insight into the Mormon ChurchQ 
Of part~cular interest was Stout ' s account of the growing schism 

22John A. Widtsoe, "Was Brigham Young Responsible for the 
Mountain Meadows Massacre?" Improvement Er!, LIV (August , 1951), P o 559 

. 23Juan1ta Brooks, Personal Letter t o John Ao W1dtsoe 9 August 
23 , 1951. 

24Gustive Oo Larsen, r eview of John D. Lee by Juanita Brooks 0 

as f ound at the Utah State Historical Library 0 Salt Lake Cityo 
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betwe en the Mormons and the federal government . Ni.rs . Brooks 

wrote "thoughtful explanations and interpretations of many 

episodes in which Stout v.-as engaged •• ~the signi.ficance ·or 
which might be missed by t he casual reader ;ll/lllill' are of 

. 25 
particular value, .. 

John Doyle Lee was reinstated in the Church by the 

First Presidency and the Council of the 'Pwelve in 1961. 

The first edition 0£ John Doyle Lee did not express this ~ 

fact because the Lee family feared that the Church might . ~j; ~ 

rescind the agreement • T~~on~ on of the work ' • ~~0 . 

ccintained the fact. It should be_ quite ssiQerot that id!IP ")~7 
Mrs. Brooks• reinterpretation of Lee ' s role 1n the Massacre ~ 

brought about a reverse action by Church officials.26 

Juanita :Brooks was given an honorary doctorate 

degree by Utah Gtate University in 1964. She was just 

r ecently elected to the Utah State Historica l Society 

Board of Trustees which romains another well-deserved honor 

f or Mrso Brooks. 

Yet, Mrs. Brooks' personal integrity and humility 

stands as one of her greatest attributes . In a state­

ment made before relatives of those mausacred, she has 

.stated: "i'Jly text for today comes from Proverbs 4:?--'And 

with thy getting get understanding • o •• It was my attempt 

25Leonard·. Arrington , review of On the r.)ormon Frontier: 
The Diary of Hosea ~tout, The Utah Alumnus, kLI (Aprit i 1965) , 
p . 13. 

26
Klaus Hansen gave me this fact in a discussion 

with him about the book John Doyle Lee. 
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to understand that l ed to research in this subject, and 

which in the end produced the book The Mountain meadows 

Massacre. 027 

' I 

27 Juanita Brooks, "Speech Given at · the Dedica·t;ion or 
a Eonument Honoring the Victims of the Massacre at the 
Mountain Meadows," Utah State Historical Quarterl;t LIX 
(January, 1956), PP• 72-73. 
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