I¥'s a small world and Hack Miller makes 'rhe most of it. At an mr‘held in Da
Nang he looked up Lt. Col. Gerald Hamilton, left B
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= g this was a small world?
~ Qertainly not Magellan, Yet I
_was waiting for a plane near
the hangar at Da Nang the

friend, Lt. Col. Dan Farr, who -
the Utah National Guard air-
men will remember was one
of their former advisers.

July at the same hangar. In
fact, I had inguired about him
when he happened to pass by.
Dan was on his way for an-
other briefing — still flying.

one or two BS57 missions a,”

day.

| Inasmuch as the 8th Bomb

. Squadron had made me an
' honorary member of their
unit I was anxious to look
someoithemnp.ﬂursched-

-

ol &:

T

BON — Who was it said "

other day when I saw an old

Dan's been flying here a =
lmgﬁm.Imet-wi_thhimlast.u

Capt. Thales Derrick
. . .DFC winner

this short wait gave me the

djplloi from Layton.

Hamilton, from Layton, Utah.
Gerry had just received the
word that he was promoted to
lieutenant colonel. He was
just five minutes old in his
new rank.

Gerry was my pilot the day

I bummed a ride in his B57

and we ran a good raid over a

small Viet Cong village 10

miles east of Ban Me Thuot.
That was the day I learned
the risks involved with these
flyers who make one, two or
three bombing runs a day.

1 had heard by way of our
Distinguished Flying Cross
winner, Capt. Thales Derrick,
whom I met again one day in
Albuguerque (after Thales
and I had spent part of a day
together at Tan Son Nhut air-
base) that Gerry Hamilton
had been shot down over Plei-
ku, and picked up.

1 had to know the story.
Gerry told me.

He was going in on a real

open target — which these
pilots seldom.see in this jun-
gle land — and came over the

In ﬁ;e same briefing with target in a dive. This, of
ule had been a busy one, but Dan Farr was Lt. Col. Gerald
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course, puts thes 5

thing of a good target poaltwn

for ground fire Becaitse-they ] -

are coming into e fire ;‘qm-

er than across it

As he passed Bs
plane failed. He had

e Lt

b §

some ground fre and aI-

though he tried Smrd to

pull it

out, get out to se& where they
like to be recowsred (because
there is nOm ’g\'v\%ﬂ'
to hide “he couldnt
make ijt. He U pae
“punched out. ™ 8% they. call it.
“I was pu.? gt i [
-~y

| ""H*’l[i TO LE‘A‘VE a7
15:1

‘{Udnatber invitatior to fly ‘with”
4, Gerry. agam

¥ ﬂmmeﬂfiw@ﬁm

ately,"” Gerry said. “That’s a

wanderful feeling to know that.
& Fitkéy VAIl coge~and. get you,.
And 1 was ba(*k on, the bomb-

m;ssed a run yet o

P&t Paul Stuhseti‘i iy ‘cons |
“fact officer for the July run,
who also had written me a
nice letter at home, couldn’t
be reached except by phone.
We talked and he issued me

T-\vanted foi-nd if’ nppnhu—
1 Bity alows: 2 shall. But we,
“Rad been sehedmed ™ for “the
far-in Special Forces camps, *
the real front line.

HOME-TOWN MAN

Down couniry a piece, that
~fame. day, at:a far-away Spe-.

" ~tial Forces “‘camp at™An ' Tuc,
isolated from the Viet Cong
only by deep trenches, bunk-
ers and barbed wire, was an-
other home-town man, Capt.
Rober], Whlfe

b}s yehig! came undone in_

“apparatus “and-
3 .+ about, 100 metem
' mﬂyﬁn “Sde. ¥ réll

fesv ribs.

Bob was still taking his
breath in short gasps. But
was healing fast.

COUNT FINGERS

“When you're out in this
country, you don't worry
about broken ribs. You get up
and go. Then when you're
behind the barbed wire and

pungi stakes again you can
take the time to count your
fingers, examine your abra-
sions,
~ o 4nd wheg . yop- get them
~“tothted it doesn’t“make tuch*
vimagtery: Yowshave a; first aid
kid and a man who has been
Yiralned-to cut falbe a.nd apply
thenointment.
NOT ON MAP
“You just sort of hope your-
self healthy again.” I prom-
ised to phone his wife, Ute,
when I got home. By then he
will be using his full rib cage,

| top‘ ._..

It takes a little while to

—

Jtahns Still Flying
Daily Bomb Raids|

Continued from First Plge

hedgehop to the various Spe-

cial Forces' camps. But that -
day we visited Plei Delin, Plei -
 Me, Duc Co, Plei Da Drag, An
- Khe, - Phu Tuc- — and then

Wwent on to Dalat.

“If you look at a map and
gan’t find .them, worry none.
about- it: These are ‘the most
remote places in the known
world. Not even the mappers
have been there. Just our Spe-
cial Forces troops and their
friendly  little . Montagnards
“working for their 40 -cents &

-dav

“Flying ‘the bormb run has its

< qnoments, but methinks. mine -

is an 1nterestmg way of !Lfe,




A Salt Lake City pilot has
been awarded the U.S. Air
Force Distinguished Flying
Cross for leading his flight of
F-100 Super Sabres in the des-
truction of a Viet Cong commu-
nications site on Oct. T, 1965,
. Capt. Thales A. Derrick, 31,
son of Mrs. Hattie C. Derrick,
11345 Edison St. (140 East), and
“M|Col. Thales M. Derrick, 2554
M| Alva Cr. (3540 S.), was given
|| the award at Cannon AFB, New

1B“Ie:&:ic«n.

Capt. Derrick was also pre-
||sented five other awards of the
Air Medal for aerial achieve-
{ment during 129 combat mis-
||sions against the Viet Cong.
| The captain had to lead his
|| flight through low clouds and in-
tense ground fire to reach the
|| site, the citation said.
| “Once we got to the target
{|and the hill where the radio sta-
| tion was, we noted there was a
|| thunderstorm sitting right over

{the top of the hill and low

clouds at the base of the hill

tactics in approaching
|get because of the w

' DFC Honor
 To S.L. Pilot

o

Capt.

s
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Thales A. Derrick
+ » « Utah hero

Continued from Page B-1

rifle grenades launched at us,
We were so low the V.C. were
throwing everything at us but|’

the kitchen sink

explained,

| A graduate of Sou
|School, he attended the

;' the captain |

th High|’
Univer-

|sity of Utah were he received

lhis commission th

ROTC program.

rough the

Capt, Derrick is married to

the former Willa Nita Bro
: oks,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil.

liam Brooks: 346 N, Main, St.|;

|George,
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