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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

WILLIAM s. DIX, JLibrarian
HOWARD C, RICE, JR., Asuistant Librarian
for Rare Books & Special (ollections
- 26 January 1966

Dear Juanita,

The peril of being a genuine friend of mine 1s that I
then agsume that you understand my situstion completely,
especially when I am pushed to abuse you through forced neglect,
Each day since Christmas a great pile of maill has been piled
in front of me for reply. Your letter was among the one or two
that I felt any real eagerness to reply to, but since you would
understand being postponed, you were:

Late though I am, I'm trusting that you recognize how
delighted and overwhelmed 1've been by all your packages and
the thoughtfulness they represent. The scrapbook is a real
treasure for my bibliography and the other 1ittle parcels all
contain s number of items I had not known before. They are
providing me with much good grist for my bibliographical mill.
Each time I go through them again I raomd something new about
them to excite me and call renewed blessings on your head.

Now you must make clear what I may do with them, OUnly a
few Brooks' items are marked as something you'd like returned.
May I consider that the others may stey here as part of the
collections? If so I will put an arbitrary price on them and
find an alumnus to purchase them from you. The eight books
you mention as being left at your house by Albert Miller's son
(the 1866 Records of the Leg. Assembly; 1849 Provional Gov't
of the State of Desers; 1880 Ward's Gospel Philosophy; 1880
Hymns and Songs; 1884 Compendium; 1877 Catechismj 1876 D & C)
do interest me. Since we are interested in sny variation in
the printing I really have to see them to know whether they
really duplicate what we already have. Is it too much trouble

to ask that you mail them to us -- "Library Rate" -- and I will
return those that duplicate what we have and get purchasers for
the rest?

You've seen that by not going to San Francisco for the AHA
meetings that I could not protect myself from being made a member
of the council of the Mormon History Association. But since 1t
also includes people like Dave Bitton and Flanders, 1 actually
have some hopes that it will be something more thsn a pressure
group to prevent the righting of tilted history. Have you read
Flanders new Nauvoo? Astonishingly good, 1 think,
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St. “Yeorge, Utah
Feb. (‘ \ 1"('6

Vv dear Alfred:

It was really good to hear from you at last; I'd almost
bepur to vender if vou had stepved off the edpe of the
earth.

Vr. A. X, Hafen,who let me have the big scrap book, has
acked asbhout it several times. He wants to do a little
erticle or two for the local) perper on early-day medical
prattices snd prices. So yru might send that back as
scon as it is convenient,

Evervihine else excenrt the Brooks paners which I listed
s wanted returned, you rav either keep for your files or
sell if vor can and care to.

Dixie Collepe Library is now beine moved into its new
building, so I am sure that before long we can yet at

the newepaper files. Mr. Reid hns vromised his full

set of the “ilver Peef publications, and his almost
complete one of S&t. George newepaners., I think you will
heve ne A4ifficulty getting to film these, though of ccirse
I smeak with no real authcrity nere,

7911 get thanes books out to you right away, also.

My own work is rroeressing quite satisfactorily. I spent
almo=t a veek in Salt Lake City, leaving here on Jan. 26.
I have set un at the Felvedere Apts--1 mean that I will
pake that hesdquarters. It'e comfortsble ard within

easy walkine distance of the new Librery vhich has scme
excellent working srace for re in the svb-sub bhasenent,
It i& sleo right on the bhmeline to the Utk Historieal
Society and the Univerrity campue. And I should add,
less then half & block from the L DS Church Historian's
office, which, by the way, has come to rean somelbing.

Brother Farl Olsen ¢=ve mea Yerox €ories cf Lee's Mornmcn
Battalion Mission, which I have already foot-noted for
the New Mexico NNistorieal Dunrterly. I'm so glad to get
this, becsuse now I can werk with much more certainty,

I'11 be in Salt Lake City apgsin from Feb 12-16, but I
think not loneer than that. My actual writing cen be
more effectively done risht here on this little portable.

411 vocd wishes for vour continued snccess,
_'|I A —— ? | N.’.

F & VA ;
: St TR

fi



fit. neorpe, Utmh
Vabru-pry 6, 1966

Mr. Richliard "hurman
University of Utah Fress
Salt Loke Citv, Utsh

Daer Richard:

Thank yvou for eending me the Martha Snence Yoyvcood diary., It is
ever better than I remembered it to he--a poipnant, stirrinp story
by a weman who writes well and strairht from the heart,

“ince I read it first, vecrs apo, | have felt tns! this shcuvld be
nrinted, either as a moncgrarh or as a part of a hreck which wonld
inelurde tla Jourral of Ysrtha Cox and st least one ctier done by

a woman, Our Ytah historvy has been almost totally the accounts of
yI® male ne-bers,

Martha Spence was an edveated, cultured veman, articvlste on navner,
b+ ne! Perrif’”5 and in lLier 29th yerr. &Ghe recerds her mnetivities,
her hopes snd asnirzticns. Her accrmnt of the "Elocuiicn Sceiety’
with the Exhibition for wlich ttey charped tictets and secured #2,70
eack, treir planr tr -recent Yamlet o» ~tape, “he class i rench,
th= dance=s and scciables, 11 trrcwe? lieht on the creoeisl snd cultursl
life-of Splt Lake Citw din 2850,

Fven pore sisndificant is her nict-re of condiriens o the frontier,
Cne o the firast wormen on the ground at Werhil, =he trsces the egrowth
of that village: the visi toras, Lhe effcrts Lo placale Chief Walkerg
the conflicts and power-pulls among tie people. But most of all it
iz her own rrivate life ihat is significant--her uncertainties, her
loreinegyher marrispe to a ran with wiem she is not reaslly in love,
her establisbment of 2 home, her children, Yes, mostly her children.
Mo reader ean remain untoucned by her joy in her sor ard dasughter,
and her grief at the loes of the little girl following neasles,

I csnnot help dncludine this netption from Mrs., B.O: Ferris, -ife of
a YVederzsl Judee ir "teh vhe vrote npen mnictures of all the dipnktaries
the met. In early 1853 ﬂ.dxnrtirnﬁthe Haovwrnod househlold:

Amorpg ovr spreeahle viesitere rust be numbered
Mr Havwood and his first wife.... “he is as pretty,
well informed, and accorplisted s you rorld find
in a trousand anywlere,...and...exbibits...roo0d
taste in dresB....l was surprised to lesarn from Auntie
Shearer, that he has two other wives; one known as
. 8ieter Verr, o0ld enouph to be his motier. (they call
and sct =8 mother and daughter)...The marsnal keeps
T her (rie tlird wife) and her baby on his farring
establishment in Juabh, abecut 60 miles from héreee..

I did not mesrn to so on at such lenrth., This machine just got out
of hand, and I'll neot npave time to do a re-write., “ithout an expert
secretary to copy it for me, I'll give it to you lot. But I do
definitely think this Martha Srence Haywood diary deserves to be

published!
“incerely,

Jusrits Brooks



Logzan, Utah
February 8, 1966

Dear Mrs. Erooks:

Thank vou for the information that you
sent me in your letter of January 2Z5. This
informetion has been particularly enlichtening
and should do much for my paper. l_hﬂxi_rifﬁiﬁﬂ_i;)

(cony of the letter that you sent %o Dr, P
Arrington and Everett Cnoley. Thank you so

muich for the 2dded inasight.

In your bibliography for the 1962 edition
of lMountain Meadows Massacre, you have listed a
recent mefazine article by John A, Widstoe, "was
Erigham Young Responsible for the Mountain leadows
Nassacre?" Improvement Bra, October, 195l; however,
T have beern unsble to find this article (perhans
someone has torn it out) in the mzgazine, I was
wondering if the church had tuxen a revised view of
the massaére after yvour book . was published. If you
could give me a more complete citation to the source
and parges, I would aporeciaste it.

I resret not being able to see you while you
were in Salt Jake City last week. WMy family was ill
and T was needed at home. 1 am sending back the letter,
but I am keening, for the present tiwe, fhe articles
that you sent to me. I certainly appreciate your help.

~ z Iq ké Sincersly,
s J&JA'! bqiD ,{%Zénozfé{ZQQ2154ﬁZ,
k Glenn R. wilde
?" Apts 78-1
7‘5 New University Avartments
liozan, Ttah SUA27
GRW /aw

N.8. T am enclosine stamps for vour letters.
1 had forecotten to do this until now.



BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
PROVO, UTAH

B4601

ERNEST L. WILKINSON, PRESIDENT

LIBRARY February 9, 1966

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
346 North Main Street
St. George, Utah

Dear Mrs. Brooks:

The Brigham Young University Library would like to
receive two copies of your publication "George Brooks,
Artist in Stone.' We feel this book will be a valuable
asset to our library collection and hope you will be able
to make it available to us.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our
library.

Sincerely,

41{//‘ ,/Q&My

Ke1th J. watd
Gift & Exchange Section

/

KIJW:ss



Gift & Exchange

THE LIBRARY
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
PROVO, UTAH 84601

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
345 North Main Street

St. George, Utah
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St. Gecrge, Utah
Februsry 19, 1466

Miee Lenah Dunford
Dean of ¥Women

Utah Stete lniversity
Lopan, Utah

Dear Dean Dunford:

Congratulzstions! I was so happy to hear of your
coming marrisge, for I know how wonderful and
rewarding merrisage is,or can be msde, even when
cne gives un an excellent vosition for it,

You have piven much to Utah State University, so

much that thevy will have great difficulty replacing
vou, I am sure. ¥pu gave the nosition of Dean cf

Women scomething extra, a plue quality of rersonality
and charm in addition to » set of basic v=alues,
rerscnifying for the girls of the institution the
finest type of womanhood. The University was fortunste
to heve vou,.

I shall slways rerember with gratitude your warm
verscnal interest in me, especially at the time of
my receiving the Honorary Degree avard. I was a

bit frightened snd cconfused until 1 csme to your
office, when things fell naturally into place and I
wae calmed and reasssured, I shall slways be most
prateful to you for vour nart on this day as eell as
at mv cther visits,

fincere pood wishes to you in this new venture,

Cordially,

Juanita Rrooks



UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

DARYL CHASE, PRESIDENT
LOGAN, UTAH, 84321

SUMMER QUARTER

ELLVERT H HIMES, DIRECTOR

January 26, 1966

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
St. George, Utah

Dear Juanita:

No doubt you will be somewhat surprised to hear from me. Nonetheless, this note
has a two-fold purpose. One, to extend you greetings (and please say hello to Will
also) and the other is to make a request.

In June of this year Dean Leah Dunford is terminating her period of service of more
than twelve years with the University and will be married. Some of us are collecting
all kinds of information including pictures, clippings, and personal letters to present
in a scrap book format depicting her life at Utah State.

I wonder if you could find the time to address a letter to her and send it to me so that

I may incorporate your letter with others in this book. You will remember that she

was your hostess while on campus at the time the University honored you and of course
you know her from other contacts. Anything you might wish to say would be appropriate
I know. Our hope is that she can read these letters in time to come and be thrilled in
doing so. We will have your letter right by the picture of your receiving your Honorary
Degree and the part that she played in it.

Some where in my contacts I learned that you were engaged in another special project.
I would be happy to hear about this too. Thanks for your help, Juanita. We shall long
remember one of the outstanding highlights in your life and the thrill we all felt because
we could be numbered among your friends, thus sharing your thrill,




8t. Georpe, Utsh
February 19, 1966

Dr. Ellvert H, Himes
Utah Stote University
Logan, Utah

Dear Dr. Himes:

I anologize Tor my delay in answering yoir letter of January 26.
It came while I wes in Salt Lake City, remained with other mail
unangwered through a second trip of a week's duration, and has
just now come to my attention again. This commuting by bus is
disrupting, to say the least.

I em reelly glad for the privilege of writing an appreciation to
Mise Dunford, for she seered tc rme so ideal) in her rosition.

Yov asked sbont my new project. The Urnivereity of Uteh has asked
me to write a book on the history of the Jews in Vtah and Fdsno.
It seemed a challerge which wenld force me to work in a new field
and hecome scquainted with a different culture. This I welcomed.
But now T find so many cross-currents, soc many folkways stranpe to
me, 80 many divisgions aronpg the Jews themselves, thet T wonder 1if
I cer do justice to the subject. T shall work on a while longer
toward an aprresch to the subiect before T am finally committed.
Thet is neot quite accurzheée I bave given my werd, but have not
sirned & formal contract., My word has alwvaye been as pood as

my bond,

I sprreciate se¢ much your many kindnesses to me, especially at

the time of the real '"sun-burst" of my life--when I received the
Honorary Dapree at Utah State University. This was so unexpected
and altogether so wonderful thet I can h:-rdly believe it yet. I
know that vou were responsible for much of it and shall always be
grateful.

W411l's health is excellent; he has lost none of his verve or his
interest in people. He has been pruning the vineyard these last
few days, ~nd looks forward tc the bssket ball game tonight. He
sends his good wighes tc you and to your sweet wife--as I do also.

Cordially,

Juarita Prooks
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St. George , Utah
The Last day of February, 1966

My dear Peg:

I've thought of yvou so often since I last called and you sounded so
i1l and low-spirited. I'm so in hopes things are better with you,

Then yesterday noon who should appear but Wee & Sana Williamson! They
had dropped out of our lives as ccmpletely as though they had taken
off from the earth. For how many months, I do not know. I know only
that they had been living at Zion Park for the summer, and that he was
evidently drinkinpg heavily.

But they look wonderful, both of them. le has a story of months in a
hospital or a series of hosnitals, of his son Dr. John Wesley Williamsocn
retrrhing from Chicago to heln with his care, of many tests and Amany
doctors and great expense, Sana told me privately th#t at last she

had her husb:nd back again --that he has not touched liquor for a long
time and has even laid off coffee also. As I said, they both look very
well, indeed, and seem happily on their way to ncwhere,

It wae good for me to have them, hecause I've heen & bhit frustrated
myself these last few weeks, and for seversl days fighting a cold--not
actually FIGHTING jt--just going to bed and turning my face to the wall,
I'm not entirely free of it yet, but I have the upper hand.

I have another set of the Lee Diaries here--I mean 1 have forty more
pares of the one we are working at. These I have read again against
the original, so thet I feel they are pretty accurate. In pencil on
the mergin J have put the page of the ms. copy, so that we can very
quickly torn to any questionable point. There will be some ten or
twelve papges more, but I'l) wait and send them all at once. Then

when you feel up to it, we can talk them over. If necessary, I'll fly
down for a day or two---unless the business can be carried on as well
by mail. I reallv have no asBurance that these will be published
there, remember--or when,

In the noting, I'm sure that perhaps I have stayed too closely to the

people involved, rather than the geography. You will see more clearly

than I how tc strike a balance., I feel that, now that we have the

original, the thing is worth publishing, even with very few foodnotes,
(Vira Judge)

When Wilda's daunchter/has these last few pages done and I have them =all

checked, I'11 send them in one pacKage along with the xerox, so that

you may take off a copy of either or both if you wish,

T exrect to go in to SLC ahout Wednesday night, and to be there over

the week-end. I'll write again with the material.

In the meantime, take care of yourself, and get back to normal health
and work again. I wish I could be some real help. As it is, I send
my love and fsith and prayers in your behalf, and remember with great
happiness experiences we have shared.,

.¢&iravs;:E%,'



SALT LAKE CGITY

Post Office Box 984
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110
March 1, 1966

Dear Mrs. Brooks:

It certainly was a pleasure to have you for luncheon at
the University Club on February 16th.

I thoroughly enjoyed my conversation with you and wish
you continued success in your writing endeavors.

As soon as I have an opportunity to visit St. George,
I will certainly call you.

With kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,

</ g @f?m/

I.J. Wagner

ITW:1lmd

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
St. George, Utah



Mrs. Juanita Brooks

St. George, Utah
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Lee M. DeVeer

2834 McClelland Street
Salt Lake City, Utah 84106

485-0174
March 23, 1966

Dear Juanita:

Of necessity at this particular time this will be merely a short note. We are
conducting a "time and motion" study here at work for the next two weeks,
and at home I am typing a 200 page dissertation for Jalil Moumoudi which
must be turned in by April 13th and should really be turned in by April 6th. I
think I've spelled his last name wrong, but won't worry about it right now.
At anyrate it's for his Ph.D. in Sociology, concerns Sociology and Religion
and seems to be about 40% Arabic words and names. I'm presently on page 9
so you can see why the mad rush.

Last night when I arrived home from work, I was thrilled to see a package in
the mail box from you. I knew what it was, of course, and was absolutely
delighted to open it and found the First Edition of MMM autographed by its
illustrious author. Needless to say this shall remain a treasured possession
among the other works of the same author, some of which will be added as
time goes by. For the first time in my life I have begun a hobby and although
the hobby is a single item - book collecting - it has two parts to it - the
books of Juanita Brooks and the books relating to JDL. My next step is Hosea
Stout and then I will work back - the Journals of JDL and the story of Dudley
Leavitt. Speaking of your grandfather, I now have a copy of Mormonism
Unveiled and note grandfather's name in the list of this present at MMM in
the book. Of course I have read your preface in MMM (both first edition last
night and the Oklahoma U edition which you autographed so graciously for
Helen Haycock Brown), so know that you mention he was around and as I
remember (I'm at work) said that even if he didn't contribute, he nevertheless
did nothing to prevent, etc. I am absolutely thrilled with this edition of MMM
and Juanita, thank you so very much.

I am one of the subscribers to Channel 7's Program Schedule which comes out
monthly and in looking it over the beginning of March, was pleasantly surprised
to notice they scheduled a program of St. George. I hurried home last night so
that I could watch this at 8:00, knowing if it (the program) was any good at all,
you would be on it and I wasn't disappointed. You can now add another star -

to Author-Historian, add “"Television Star." I thoroughly enjoyed the program,
however I should have made notes on it, and didn't happen to have pencil and
paper handy. You mentioned Maurine Whipple's grandfather, when they showed
his home - Big Mac? I have, of course, read Giant Josua (is there an "h" in it?)
but really wasn't aware that the main character was based on a real person.

As I remember from last night, It's "John" two initials and a last name. Oh well,
that will teach me to have pencil and paper handy in the future. Smiles.

I also have some questions concerning the lost wife of JDL's to ask you. I
note in MU toward the end of JDL's story, he lists all nineteen of the wives.
Janice still has my JDL, reading it avidly so I haven't been able to check them



2)

against the one missing - Mary Louise? As soon as she returns JDL I want to and
then either write to vou or talk to you about this.

Incidentally, I have been rather on the disgusted side with this particular volume.
Up to now I have admired JDL very much, as you know, but in this book, based
on the collection of writings he gave to Bishop, he appears to be "crying" in a
bid for both sympathy and to lay the blame elsewhere. Although I still don't
doubt that he was not to blame and was merely involved, he begins to sound like
the little boy crying "wolf." I don't know if you understand what I mean, but

I'm beginning to be irritated with him in this volume. "Me think he doeth pro-
test too much!"

I do hope when you get to S.L. next time, if you have an opportunity, you"ll
call me. I know you're busy and I very definitely don't want to be "pushy,"
but I love to visit with you, so forgive me.

With many thanks for a gift I will treasure a lifetime, and certainly best wishes
to you - -

Sincerely,

Sbe



EMBASSY
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Kuwait, State of Kuwait,
March 26, 1966,

Dear Juanita and Will,

Within a few hours after | took home your biography of grandfather
George Brooks, [ had read it from cover to cover. li's a precious and
skillful portrayal of our family, our town, and our era. | was wholly
absorbed and strangely exhilirated as you revealed the answers to questions
long dormant in my mind and refreshed my memory on a myriad of
incidents and facts.

[ didn't know grandpa and grandma Brooks as well as some of the
others, because | was No. Il of the Brooks grandchildren, [ lived a mile
downhill from the estate, | was No. 3 in the large Thomas Cottam clan,
and we moved away from St, George when [ was 12, But my admiration
for them had no bounds and my recollections of many of the anecdotes and
incidents were vivid,

Your book did much more than entertain me; even more than enlighten
me: it renewed my appreciation of our pioneer culture and family-community
idiosyncrasies which formed my own character, It both rolled back some of
the veneer and revealed a few spots that needed refurbishing or reinforcement.
It was a fine stimulant, a potent cathartic, and a satisfying rejuvenator. |
am most grateful that you wrote it.

Sincerely,

Horad

Howard R. Cottam

Mr. and Mrs, Will Brooks,
346 N, Main Street,
St. George, Utah,
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St. Ceorpe, Utah
May 8, 1966

Mr. Jerald "anner

1350 So. "est Temple

821t Lake City, Utah

Dear (Cerald:

First re: counterfeiting sctivities in Neuveo. I h=ve here

a note of a U.S. Cirevit Court indictment dated Tecember 17,
1845, which nsomes Brirham Young, Y‘heodore "urley, Aupvstus
barton, Gilbert Baton, Peter Haws, Dr. Yillard Richarde, John
taylor, bParley Farker Pratt, (Creon Hyde, Joseph H, Jackson,
Carlcs Gove, and kdward Bonney as co-defendante..."

Now do not vse this(and do noi ouote me on it at a11) but
find the microfiim from which it was tcken. Tt came to me

in answer to a Joseph M. Jreckson pamphlet which I had loaned,
By the way, Gilbert Bekén arprears in other places as M.0,
Eston.

I believe Stanley Ivins can direct you teo the microfilm, thourh
I sr not sure, You fellow this further, and so w»ill T,

i —— T — - ——

New, re: C(Cliver Cowdery. I have a copy of his Defence,
which I consider genuine. I'm not sure, but I think it came
throuegh Dale L. Morpan, I'11 take sone tirme with Mt. Feulsen
when I am in town apain, and really find out what he krows,
for if I remember correctly I have talked this over with him
before, I have learned not to trust ot memory, however,

There are so many contradictory angles on this man that I

have had to reserve judgment. T have stated that I doubt

he was ever re-baptized inte the Church at all. IF he were
actually "dipped"--which would have been something in itself
for a man as ill as he was and in November, too-- but IF he
were, why did not Creon Hyde himself write this to the Star
in England? Why did he not make mention of it in his Freontier
Guardisn first iseve which followed in January?

And can we reslly disregard the Cliver Cverstreet confession
that he "versonated " Cowdery in the meeting that day, and

read a prepared statement?7?7? "'rue, I have searched some,

and naver found his name yet anywhere--well, I must not say

that I have searched; JT've just beern conecious of it and

on the look-out for it,

I feel sorry for a hoy like Richsrd Andersen who, becanse

of his rosition, must work so herd to find materiasl to sunport

a conclusion already formed, I had written bhim twice hefoggmi met
-

he for me, I'm still too uncertsin to po on record. 1 supgpest
that you do not be in too much hurry to pet this msterisl out
tntil smoe of this questions are answered, as 1 am sure they
cen he, Forgive me: the DEFEKCE ecould anrear as a separate
item, T suprose. I just feel that there are so many related
fscets to the (Oliver Cowdery story. You must do according to
your own judgment. But please wait until T am more certsin

before you quote me, and I wi%z meke § formal statement,
g lA_—p g IGL.. /;—_".'_L,«f,l{t )
7
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NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

The University of New Mexico
xEomeemxx k dxary x
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106
Eleanor B. Adams, Editor

Fine Arts Center M 227-28
July 13, 1966
Mrs. Juanita Brooks

St. George, Utah

Dear iMrs. Brooks,

Thank you for allowing the University of New Mexico
Press to pass the Lee Diary on to me. | am happy to
accept it for publication in NMHR, | hope within the

next year.

Mrs. Gregory and | have talked about it at some
length, and | am now going over it and shall make some
suggestions about putting it into shape for publication,
When | have done this, | will return it to Mrs. Gregory

who has kindly offered to do the final ediiing.

Sincerely yours,

\ZA&# A Zj? /% W=

Eleanor B8, Adams
EBA/ sav

cc Mrs. Gregory



S5t. Georpe, Utah
July 21, 1966

Eleanor B. Adams, Editor
NEW MEXICC HISTCRICAL REVIEW
Fine Arts Center M 227-228
The Tniversity of New Mexico
Albuguerque, New Hexico
87106
Deer lrs. Adams:
Thank you for accenting tlte Santa Fe Missioh
Diary of John D, Lee for publication in NMHR, I think
it throws an interesting aide-lirhtvigfizét whole
expedition.
I r£hall) keenr in teuch with Mres. Gregory and

work closely with her,

fincerely vours,

Juanita Brocks



NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

~ The University of New Mexico
xAdnorcxmaox kbxxx
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106

Fine Arts Center M 227-28

Davde F= Muadieyy,

Mrs. Juanita Brooks

St, George, Utah




St. george, VUtah
November 23, 1966

¥r, Jack B, Shumste

Ferent Reanger, Dixie Naticnal Forest
56G “outh 580 “est

Cedar City, Utah

Pear Jack:?

Within the last week two cars have stopped for direction to

the mounument =t the Mourmtain Meadows, hoth saving that there

is NO marker there of anv kind, "hen we both knew that the

sign was gone about the middle of July, we wondered if it might

be the work of vandals, but I learn now--via the grarevine--

that it wae taken down by the ranger at Fnterrrise with the excuse
that it needed re-finishing.

Now the road workers --or one of them--savs that the sign was
removed by orders fror the 'LDS Church, and that it is not to
be restored at all. In any event , five months should be lonp
encugh to have given it a face-lifting.

¥*hat do you know about thig? Are we tc assume that the apot

is neo lonper to be marked on the road? Is the current whisner
that theplace itself will be closed te visitors founded in
fact?

The “t, apnrre @hamber of Commerce sav thev are troubled dgily
by comrlainte, more esrecially because their literature had
named it as a point of interest., Now the general attitude seems
to be, "If the Church says NO, who are we to disrute it?"

Well, does the Mormon Church or any other church deminate the
'S Forest Service? If they want to bui’d a wall arcund their
2% acres or put strong fences and locked gates around that,
surely that csnnot prevent a marker on a public road to point
it out. Te not thie an imrortant snot in the line of historic
places that are being marked?

I do not want to seem too out of line in this, but I am ashamed
vhen a car of pecple en route from Denver to Cplifornia detour
here and waete almost a day trying to find an advertised point
of interest and cannct find it.

Yincerely,

Jusnits Lrooks




ft, fneorpe, VYtsh
Kovenber 2%, 1966

Fr. Jeck R. Shunste

Ferent Ranger, Dixie Nsticnal Forest
S6G “outh SR80 Yest

Cedar City, Utah

Dear Jack:

Within the last week two ears have stoprped for directiocn to

the mounument »t the Moumtain Meadows, bhoth saving that there

is NO msrker there of anv kind. "“hen we beth krew that the

sipn was gone about the middle of July, we wondered if it might

be the work of vandals, but I learn new--via the grarevine--

that it wae token down by the ranger st Fnterrrise with the excure
that it needed re-finishing.

Now the roed workers =--or one of tham--save that the sipn was
removed by orders frow the LDS Church, and that it is not to
be restored at all., In any event , five months should be leong
encugh to have piven it a face-lifting.

What do you know ahout thia? Are we to assume that the spot

iz ne longer to he marked on the road? Is the current whisnper
that theplace itse)f will be closed teo visitors founded in
fact?

The ©t., aawrpp B8hamber of Commerce say they are troubled daily
by comnleints, more esvecially becsuse their literature had
named it as a2 point of interest., Now the general attitude seems
to be, "If tha Church =ays NO, who are we to dispute it?"

¥ell, does the Mormon Church or any other church dominate the
'S Forest Service? If they want to build a wall arcund their
2% acres or put strong fences and locked gates arcund that,
gurely that csnnot prevent a marker on a public reoad to point
it out. J& not thie an important srot in the line of histeric
nlaces that are being marked?

I do not want to seem too ouvt of line in this, but I am ashamed
when a car of pecnle en route from Nenver to Cplifornia detour
here and waste almost a dav trying to find an advertised point
of interest and cannot find it,

vincerely,

Juanits Lrooks



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE
DIXIE NATIONAL FOREST

CEDAR CITY, UTAH 84720 IN REPLY REFER TO:
November 29, 1966 1600

Mrs, Juanita Brooks
P, 0. Box 303
St. George, Utah 84770

Dear Juanita:

Thank you for your letter regarding our failure to replace the
Mountain Meadow sign., I must confess that I thought it had been
delivered and installed before now,

The sign was stolen on June 2, during the time cattle were being
moved in the area and the Ranger was traveling the road every day
to mark cattle, Our sign order is usually sent in soon after
new fiscal year funds are available, usually in August., The
signs are constructed in Salt Lake and sent down when one of our
vehicles makes a trip. I started action today to see that the
Mountain Meadow sign is delivered, and District Ranger Rathbun
will see that it is installed as soon as possible,

Except that it was stolen, I know of no effort made or influence
exerted to have the sign removed. Your grapevine information
was erroneous.

Since we last talked, 1 have learned that a flood swept away
the foot bridge and tables at our little picnic site, I am
scheduled for an inspection trip there this winter and will make

plans with the Ranger to do the necessary repair work on our
land.

Thanks, again, for your letter,

Sincerely yours,

_/;// VI e ~

JACK B, SHUMATE, Supervisor
Dixie Naticnal Forest



5t. George, Utah
Dec. 1, 1966

Mr. Jack B. Shumate, Surervisor
Dixie National Forest
Cedar City, Utah 84720

Dear deck:

Thank you for vour letter of November 29, I arologize if I seemed
too emphatic in my last: I'm afraid I was more annoved that I
should have heen.

I am much interested in the date when the sign was "stolen."
June 2 to December 2 means that the place was totally without
advertising for the entire tourist season this vear, The
business of stealing it noses some interesting possibilities
also. Why anyone would go to so much trouble to remove ,not
only the heavy sign, but the bolts by which it was euspended;
what they would do with an article they could nat display;

how they might dispose of it when kindling in that area
can s0 easily be secured? Sertainly they must not have known
that tampering with government nroperty might be a serious
offense!

Mr. Brooks ard I spent this forenoon at the Mountain Meadows site.
Certainly thev had a flash flood there which tock out the foot-
pridpge, twisting out the uprights on one side, but leaving the

other two standing in their cemmmb casings. The bridpge war carries
bevond the camp site and lodged in a tangle of brush just below

it. The handrail, screws and nails intact® lies a short distance--

a “ew steps--bevond.

But no tahles went down with the flood. The largest body of
water joined the stream below the camp site, as is clearly
evident by the water level as shown above and below, as well

28 in the heavily ercded banks of the wash along the trail down.

The camp site is mnchanged. Nc sediment on the grass, no washing
out, We followed the stream bed down the full length of the Lytle
property, and no tables were deposited., George Lytle had covered
the ground ahead of us; we followed his tracks. I talked to him
since our return, and he says men on horseback have followed the
wash down, and NO tables are anywhere deposited.

€o he agrees with me: the tables were rem ved hef?fe the flood,
but he does not know the exact date, r by whom ey were takén.

Anyway, it seems that the mvths of Mountain “‘eadows will continue cﬁ
in the mystery of the missing sign and the greater myntery of Ehe {ig

}‘<&_‘.:':1/}f1'€ 2L /_f‘f‘ﬁ o LM a- LH )
) N ; - w Q/J)'N }\J\_}‘\’

missing tables,
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1,
fty Oaorge, Utah, Dea, XX 1966
Denr Dale,

I have just returned frem a different vimit te the mite of
the Mountuin Meadows mresancre, and it set me remeambering the time

we two followed the old Epanish Trai) from Cedar City down to Lytle'sn

ranch and then couldn't find the monument. Rememher? Ve had to
come in and gat W411 ta talte us hrok to 1it.

w811, rince the Chureh rurghasad the preverty on which the
monumant stands, thines nre different in %ion, 1 had heard via
the pranevine that the general pollcy was te be one of disgourapging
vinttors, but T theupght that would be like trying to gather up
the scattered feathers of the pillow in the old folk tale, Now
T wonder,

Ahont mid-July I wrote to the distriet ranger, Jack B.S5humate,
at Codar City, enclosing a xerox copy of n letter of complaint
sent by a wan from Berkeley, He reported that both the National
Forast sisn sand the Wentern Tralls aignd were gone and aonly the
punnortas left atanding, Mr, Ahumata saemed muoh purprised to
pet this werd--at leagt he telephoned immediately and aaid that
he would gee that something was done at once,

The thing was put eut of my mind until lust weak when aRxkkmx
car atopped frem Denver with another complaint that they had gone
out and could not find tha place hecause there was no sign, Apsain
I wrote to Jack, suppesting that wsomething be done to apead amction.
His reply ineluded a foot-note to may thet a receant flood had
washed away the foot-hridps and the plenic tables! A flood, when
All summer and fall the mky has been am brass over our henda? A
floed? Whan? T hogan te inpuire and learned that there truly
had heen a flash fleod in the area somatime in Aupust from a
eloudburst that had hit only a small area,

Knowing that any flood larpe to carry off one of thondheavy
pienic tables would likely cut inta the bank and undermine the
monument iteelf, Will and 1 rode un thare early this morning.
Truly there had hean a flood, but most of it had joined the atream
helow the pionie area, +he rain had fallen haavily on the mountain
to the eamt, sa that there waa plenty of evidence of eromion on
the wash that paralleled us as we rode down, And some water had
gcome down from the lytle farm area, apnnuzh to dimlodge the foot=
bridee and carry it to just bevond the willew tree of the nienie
area and drop it in a pile of debris. The long hand-rail waa A
few fent bayond, But in the pienic area whare the tahla had been,
the debris olinging to the willows (mtanding atraigh up) wan
not moee than 18 inches high=-gertainly not enoupgh ta float a
table. There wae no disturhance of the ccoking area, no nediment
deroptted-~and vet the table was pon®, as wes the one on the bhnnk
above. Thie had been placed for the ‘convanisnce of peonle who did
not care to ro down inte the deep gulley,

= ———
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BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
PROVO, UTAH

84601

ERNEST L. WILKINSON, rresipent

COLLEGE OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

December 9, 1966

Mrs., Juanita Brooks
St., George
Utah

Dear Juanita:

Thanks for yours which came today. I hope you won't mind my responding
so eagerly to an item you mentioned.

I doubt if Ray Taylor gave you the right impression of the chapters I've
done. The Underground is only one chapter in the proposed book. The chapters
which I call Crusade in Utah are as follows:

1. The Kingdom of God
2. Plural marriage among the Mormons

(I've quoted you in Harpers Magazine in this chapter.)
3. Passive Resistance
4. Launching the Crusade
5. Cohabs vs Deputies
6. At the Edge of War
7. On the Underground (This is Pres. Taylor's party)
8. The Pen (mas‘ﬂ'r Piaries)

9. The Visible Church

10. Death of a Martyr

11. Struggle for Statehood

12. Hopeful Signs

13. The Manifesto

I am very much interested in the "code'" as given in the Diary of Moses F.
Farnsworth and would appreciate receiving it. I quote the U,S. Marshal's report
to Washington how the Mormons used codes etc., to escape the Deputies, but
I hadn't ever run across the code you speak of. I'd be very pleased to get it.

Virginia joins in very best wishes for the holiday season.
Sincerely,

g

Gustive 0. Larson

—

GOL:kld
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Hayu, Kansas

December, 1966
MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YFAR

Onece again it is time to send Christmas greetings to all ocur friends, far and near,
Ju=t 5 year ago we wers in New Haven, Comnecticut, where Myrl did research at Yale
Peabody Mugeum, We made short visits to Princeton University and Myrl spent some time
at the American Museum in New York City. Ve enjoyed New Haven and Yale University faxr
bayond axpectatlions., There is certainly a charm;, & tradition and & heritags in those
old miversities that makes & mid-westernser stop and think,

(neonta, New York was only aboubt 200 miles from New Haven, so we made several trips
over to visit Margle and Bob and family. They managed one trip to MNew Hawven., We had
nice visits at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Msrgie and Bob have three Iively childrer;
Mike 42 seven and second grade, Tamara five and kindergarter, Susie three, and at hame
with mrma, Margie taught last year but not th's ysare-tooc much when one has the fardly
scattored all over town. Bob continues to enjoy his mathematics position at the State
Univeraity Cellege of Oneonta.

We returmed to Hays late in January ‘n time for the second zemester., Myr) is kept
tmey with the geology department and the Jollege Museum. Wa are still old fossil
huntars and this fall we made several field trips on week ends and were fortimate in
finding some umusual fossil specimens;, the first ever found in tnis part of Westemrn
Kansas. Myrl says they are invertelrates and scaphites, what ever that {s., I think T
found more than he did. They were added to the slready unusual museum collsetlon fopr
which Hays is noted &ll over America. Many college texthooks use photographa of our
miseun apecimens,

Because of his work in the museum, Nyrl gives talks to many groups and reads
scientifie papers for various socletica, All this requires considerable traveling
arowd, but; we atill enjoy it, Myrl is involved in Lions Club, Red Cross, Phi Kappe
Phi; Faculty Men, stc, and serves &8s consultant for the State Historical Society en the
development and restoration of old Fort Hsys, one of Custer's noted camping iocslities
in his wars with the Indians.

I keep busy with several rrojects, and at present am serving as s Crey lady dolnyg
voluntes service at Hadley Meaorial Hospital one or two mormings & week. lave heen
an officer in AAUW,; in a Federated Club, in Faculty Wives, and participate in seversl
interest groups and in the Leigue of Women Voters, I do mt, however, let this intamra
Farea with my knitting, and hve added some 12 to 15 pleces to my krdtting collectinon
this paat vear.

Ve have had a few Park Service friends of yester-years stop by for short viaits,
und we are surely hoping mere will travel this way. The new Interstate #70 has just
bean completed and Hays is alcely located about half-way between Denver, Colorado
and Yansas City, Missowrd. This iz a wonderful new four-lane limited access Highway,
andd with not a rad Yight o’ stop light for over 600 miles.

Ve had heped that Msvgie and Bob could get to Kansas in August, it sumer sehool
kept them tusy too late, They didn't make it, BOw—e=eyou gusssed it, we have
renarvations and will £1- back to New York and spend Christmaz trying to entertain the
rrandehildren for a few Jays, We both enjoy flying very much, and that is entirely
too far to driva for jwt a few days vaeation,

Vidde we are visit.ng in New York, we will be thinking about )l your nice cards
end Ieblora that will tes waiting for us on our return, Sowe=from the Walker House st
702 Pl Stroet, Hays, Kinsas, to your house-wheraver it may be, here's wishing you
& vory Herry Christmas and & prosperous New Year.
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MAY YOUR &HRISTMAS SEASON BE
AS BRIGHT AND GAY

AS A CHRISTMAS TREE.
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THE MYRL WALKERS
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