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I nterv i e,1 wi th t-r1c e • • Nel s on 
f ug ... rnt 6 , 1935 

Durin~ t h•so few years my t~o ~iveo 1 iv r l t oget~ r ?eaceab l: 

an1 atn a t the re~e toblP ~n~ wer e v rry heony . Ve unitci 1n carrying 

t he t urf vnj ro isti and gP. t her E'J 1 t he pot[ t of s un'i v1e v, oul·1 go in to 

ti1( c orn fiel 1 nnd hoe corn and ta,{ e t he b ,. Lie::; t th• fie ld. an l put 

t 1·..:m in a b0r.. a nd lteep movine t hem U; to t h€ v;or k s o us to pro t ect 

t he~ f ro~ thE v Prmint s . Tn the ~h0le se t tlc~cnt tbF rc ~&s abou t 

.w,lv€ f a rni1 1 e o of u s . f{E- a l 1. ec:: the r ~ l 1'1t ) three h o..1 sos , rna:.. t he 

be1s an1 all s lrnt 1n the house and stoo1 guar1 f or ~any ~cc~s which 

"BS v ery i nc 0nv n1cnt but no t rouble eroAe bet ween us while ~e ~er e 

i n thqt c on11t\on e n l we unitei in b u1li1ng e f ort by standing pine 

logs in the ~rouni crouni t he meet ing ~ouse , v l th tarttons i n t ho 

onpos lt c c orners ~lth ~nrt hol es r ~r ~rotect1on . We 3too1 zu"rd 

Qn, l ive' in t hrt c onl i tlon for mony vecks tut no ~ore ~il1 1ng wns 

lnne ·n t h;- t time 1 ut t hsr · was g r v.1 t e,.ce> i t e ment t hrough t he co·.mtry 

an 1 ev €rybo1y wa s on the gu~rd and loo~out . 

I wac on the go ni ~ht an1 1ey for ieys nnd iPyo. My wlfc ~t 

that time hoi Ju ot got out of be~ wit~ a brbv which ca~e ner rly 

coucing her 1cat f1 t hrourh the svci t t.n(n-'- an1 cx r.iosuro . 

It was ~no~n by t he n~t ,nritloe ln the v~l lcy t 1at the ~pac hos 

were out en1 the sent wnri t o ~e t o b g on thG lo0k- OJ t . It wn a in 

t he f all of the ye~r on i we wer e hervert 1n r our c orn vn i Iva~ co~ing 

f rom t he fiodl an1 l ain down to r e st anl thi s ma" ~ully Ri chRr~a , 

he en 1 CJ.:arl l e Whitln · ha ·i ti10ir fem i l i eA 0u t in the i:'Orntpin o "lenr ­

by Tihsre the mu r ierin~ ~as 10nc but the !ni 1ona hat nc~cr l0cetcd 

t he~ , tha t ~~s oll tha t s v ~i the~ , he ~ar'IJe to Me , ~e hai Junt recei ved 

the vorl thllt ·,o,.nln a- eni he ca 1e t o r'IJe a:-il Cf'llci me an s· 1 1 , "Bro-

t her Nel3on , the Thompson fo.mi1y are n.11 Tu.,., 1cred . '' 

I sa l i , "~iv(. me t~1 t l1orse . Where in t ht! v- orl-1 is your fo'!!ily?" 

•n 1 I r an of ter h1:n t o C'-:t the hor.--:: nn, he ,..oul·ln ' t l e t -:tE: hcve 

hi -r a n ::1 he· \\.:n t in the ·Hr-ection of t.hr- f am i l l """ E'n; I gDt on -ny 

horce .""~ j I e:0 t therP -.n ~ hclpcl to gnt '·.c r t.hb e: ani so~€ of us 
wen t. t o fl n 1 th6 fc1 i l l ccs t hnt ·••pr --.: ,.m"J:rotrcLe·J o~t in th,, :::ountnins . 

'"e ex 'iC t oi t ,' fln1 1.hcrn all killc 1 t ut to ou r grc3t surpri s'- the 

;--ori hal got t ) t hem nn·'i v;-c a:eL the: co :>ln: all SDfc an 'i ::1 oun 1 • I 

s ~l i t ~ t he heai ~e n , "01 •r me tba be~t horse r nd I'l~ g0 reryor t abou t 

1 ~. 11 Tl-\er e '.'H 1 s oo"'"'e 1lOrE- ;•orT.on fHmlltc: 1m l .'.)C O') e l iving ntout 

t n -.;ilcs nr-;;y . H ,_ i i , "Y~ ' v c ro t the bc~t. horse i n t rie co:i.-,rny . " 
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An~ my horse wan entirely e1ven ou t a n1 I coul~ not ret a mrn t o vol ­
un teer to eo wi t h nc nn i ~r n t on t hat att~rnoon ~n1 m3ny tl116a n ev er 

e,c pt3Ct c :'i to 1 1r,e a m1nut c. out nove:rthele3r v•E:nt on cn1 r cport e1 t.ho 

murJcring . f.nj som€t1,.,1e that nigh t I sav1 a man of the range who hod 

a negro r 1f e . Ile e:o t i n about n1ne th .... t ni ["ht nnd he he i obout 

thl r ty men i n n round up , go the rin•· C " tt le a n 1 we v-~r c aft er them 

to roe i f t hoy couLl n ' t locate the murderers . 1\n1 ho so i i , u7i a 1t 

u11t,l l no:rning . 11 I aa 1 i , '1Give me that horse an -i I ' 11 r,o get t hose 

oen out t onigh t . " so h e got on hi s horse o n:l \'lent off and the men 

\\€nt ou t that night to try to head off t he rnurierrra but we wore unable 

to d o 1 t . 

I got tack ho11e the nev t ·lay . The boy r were la i:l out and. I 

thoug ht the t oy s thnt ~ere wounded wouli. to :lea:l but to my su r pr i s e, 

he was nt i ll al i ve an::l in t Vco v;eeks Y1DB u p anj a bout . "fhey aai.J to 

::no , ''Your fa"'li ly i e v.ec:oing for y ou . They t hink that you hav e fallen 

i n to t ho hands of thcr, e -n ur::le r cr s . " I v;as & a:1le ~nd e. hol f from 

home an1 I went 0n home an~ foun1 my fami ly . They wer€ all happy to 

re t t oe~ther aga in al ive . e \, t rr: oll boflrde;d ur e n 1. all t he f amili es 

l i v c l i n the t hree s rre l l hou sf s t O[. t tor , not knowi n g VI hot mi n u t e 

W P would be a t tacked by t hose mur:l<.,rers. Tlla t l ay end t h6 nev t 1ay 

we got s ix t et..n men t ogt=- thu 0 ana a tartoi on t,h(, tra l l esain t o try to 

l ocat e t he In1lan and we got out in the ~ounto l ns n ine or t en mile s 

away an l thoy suld it ~as n o use t o go on unti l jurt I an1 t he 011 

oaroon , •;allin '":1s , TIPS a 11 thElt m::i n loft and the othm•s hD 1 gone bac k . 

But bcf )rt, thio t 1~ey bo·1 "'.lllffl c,'I the horses ' f eet , .1t11 s. row­

h1 1e crck ani they 1 1d n ' t ~a~c a ~ar~. r~e cnly way ~c coul1 trall 

t he~ won ~ her e thev hai gone through the b r ush an ! k nocked off l eavee . 

M10.y t o a grc~t 11s t ancc t i1€rc were two points stan:ling up in t he 

moun t a in an1 I ea11 to mycelf tha t wao wher e t he; ha ' gono . I r o1 e 

har1 all day by ~ys Glf ani when I got ~ 1tb1n a ffille &n1 o hs ' f of 

t hos e peeks I l ocat c1 the trocks of the ~urder crs . How I 111 this 

I GE>\', the mllle tra c k:a anrl c r aw I ed on my han i P- rm1 knee s and knevi 

that I ha~ the right t r e cks . I ~ cnt ~it hin hol f of a mile of the 

points on t he aije of my horoe . It wns in the fall and I wa s high 

1"1 t he ,:ountalns , I l1a:i not hing to eat but I l1ad a goo1 r ifl e . I 

unsad llcl t he horse ani t1e1 him t ~ a troc and so~ethlng oa1j , "Go 

r1.:ht back. " r 1 i s tenei to t lw t a nd wen t tcclr an 'i threw the ea1dle 

Jn ~y horse . I r ?4 c 1o~n 1nto a 1cru ran on on the wcct of t he ae 

po~nts en1 lo~n i n there I f oun ~ gr rat nu~b cra ~f f r e sh horses ' trac~a . 

TherE ~'no n o -nulc ' s trac k □ but 1 t w.r,s where t h is bunch of men hn l been 
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t he ·lay bef ore . 

I trie:i t o trail. ~hera oi:t an 1 : follow e·l · o\ n the CPn,..,on "'')r r' ::?1 le 

or tro . It ~D~ t,corn1ng late en 1 when I got out on the weot the ni~ht 

'OO on . It c louaea _up ani raincl , :mowed and s1E e t r:d , an l I naa soaked 

th!"oug,1 an I thr ough. I n o!l Ju3t l.n rr.y chirt 01cevc~ . That night lt r.ro 

oo lcrk I cou· 1n ' t, E:e, , the horse ' a earo . I ~en t ,Va.:n, nn ~l found n r ecd 

t here . H:d I turn€ 1 t o the no~th I \", oultl have :ne t u• t. l t h the oiY te n 

men who t- rv e f oll·1r ca r::iy i.irect l an s t o the peaks ornl thero la no ques tion 

tut ~ha t somebody would hnv c got killed . Agaln I wao J 1r ectel south, 

the other ~DY turnod ncuth nnj got out of the onow . Than 1t waa so dark 

I coul ~n ' t cce t he hor eo ' o caro . I ,an on a c e tt l c t r~i l om1 I kept 

loel '1g i t , t hen I woul..t c r al'il "'roun'l a n :1 fin j th~ tro l l t ut I coul dn ' t 

f ol l e, 1 t nn1 I 1 c11 c1 t h~ t I nould 0toy there un t11 morn ~ng . I loc E1.t €-d 

a plac e J~ ier o cou~1 c cf li t tle trecc on~ u~ jer t ~at t here were 1r y 

le"3ve s . I :ln3'l 111.t!d t.he hor .re , 1-\obblcd hi m. t oot a eL1clt onj .'iug ou t a 

t r€nc h . ,,hllc 1 o1in,: t ":1 .s I rrns ·Dn t •r be::l by two ho!"ae:::en co"".line: on the 

run right t o 'De , en1 i t -;; ,:cs qulte 8' c 1 tcabl, f ")r :r.e . I had rny rifle on 

one knee wci t 'ng for so~cth Lng to iev lop . They ca·e qultc close t o me . 

It l7::l6 coupl e of w111 rnnge horses nn1 os aoon as they r toppei , t hey 

gsvo a anort ~nd r~~ . 

I ·l ug out the t r enct~ e nd l r-y 1ovn on my bo.c·c. I wa s wet t rir ough , 

c olJ an i chll l 1ng rn i hJn ~ry . I lay 10~n ~n t hat trench nnd pulled 

tho, t ev1dle b l ankct r ov e r me an1 W36 so1n a alclp . I lay ln thEt r o­

oit ion u~t 11 ~o~nlnt . At brea~ of iay I ~ot up , on1dlci t he horoe Fnd 

wc:1t for ho::::i • The c om?t'ny of l m€n :.oca tei :nv tr· cks and follov. a m~ 

t o my hO""\C . c ot--rtc' bnck, obctc€!1 or e10htc :n of ue , e.n1 C£11lpei l' t 

t ~P foot o: the butt~a whore T ~no t ht night b e fore . e Pl OV E: 1 t hot 

t he out lo~a ~cr 6 out on the tto . '"'r 1 ':. 7i s the I n'i 1ans ' cu('tom to c tay 

on t he p< a~s for ~~yo to rot nn i t hen go t o t heir stron: - hol i . 

SoTet 1~c b f or. th1o , a l t of the tpoc h _s t,ozc out f r o~ t he r LSLr­

v a t1on sn 1 br o rn f .,r t he 1 inc acros s •1cx i c o. It wac a bunc h of ebout 

ten or t ~e 1 v~ ~en, ~o~on, n~~ l i tt~e chi ldren . h~nevcr they wnnte:i to 

cnt ch t i~o□ <" that h~1 br o,rnn out, they r-ou ' cl get □ome of the ir own people 

t o tra i l them throurh tho "JOunta 1ns . They 1c ou · , scatter out abr east nnl 

k eE'p '71 av 1ng l>rc~ l'n j forv,ar ·l o t'T 'i r v cry l ittle bit cv €r yone gc..v e o lp 

to ue , a oi gn to r.o on . ""bey woul 1 go on 11 cc anj u1l les on the> t r E. 11 

of the out, Grs . They [ Ot onto the co~~ a l itt le whi 1 c heforr n1~ht of 

th1c bunc ~ of l n or tv ~1v~. I t ap~eor~ thct t he men wer e ~11 gons ~ut 

one was left ~1th the wo~r n , or the bunch of oaunTia . hen thoy l oca tcd 
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t hom they lay right the r e, un t il 1 ! r k , then dur,~ng they nlcrt they e;ot 

ont o tht Cl'~P ~1thin c raaoonable •siting ~ lstvncc ~nl rcns i nc l ther e 

until morning . Just at ·'ieyl1(rht , the v>o--:on V'"erc up cnl ..,nc. h"ur Pnd 

~,enty minutes l at~r , t ho oli out laws rol l~ out . T ' ey hcl orlern not 

to shoot t ho ~07cr. . They ahot , rnJ 1ow1 th0 ol~ outlow ~ent on l they 

mnle o rueb for the e r~, leaving all the f lrc~r~A there . The out law 

rc.n an l £Ct a~oy fro~ tho~ ; t bey rushei t o ca~p end never g ot a one of 

thvn . They ot on th,~ t rPil l'n 1 followed t he ou t lpw ;-,1ho ? i e,j , l1ni t he 

squaws p i lc1 rocko on hi m; l ut heh~ ' gonP t v.cnty or t hl rty ~i lec be­

f ore he 'lie! on J trio·, nevPr got one <' :.. ive . 

The other bunch rot n~cy onl c ome. l ovn clos~ to wher6 TI l iVli 

nn l l oc a t _ l up in the ;:,oint of a h i e:h .,o,mtP in . Ttiey had J:'l!ir cf 

t ho f i ntst fie ld gla~ses ~aae nnl t hey l ,ca t ~J t he troop r t he ,ay 

before c oni na ~nd thei r s~ outn l ocrtoi +hf c ano on tho mo~ntein and 
' G!tl' :ro:.m::lo·'i the ~ountoln ..,,. soon 1:is 'J00 Gib~.y ' ;he~· cou ld . In the '.!lOrn -

ing the 1n1 l.nn troopo were al "!. :-o.,c rn 1 h:'d left ~ l ittle girl s:l){ or 

s ev en ye::i:rs ol l , i n C"'1p . The;; left he' f r.. ,1c:1 t c r jug for the 11 ttle 

glrl an: o n i ce ~ of mer t nn1 to .1 her tha t they, r 1 going afte r meD t 

an' for her t o rem~in th• r & eni when the troops cnme up , t he litt le 

girl f ourht thew l ie~ n tlFt r , ~1th rock~ . 

Tren they come on o-., r into the oecti on of the coLmtry horc we 

, t v ~1 in the. ~ex le n octtle:ncnt aboy c , en~ they ~m1 th£ l ittle girl wi t h 

"".hem. They trD.i le"l tl~e:n t 1 :r-1c~t •-eot of our 11 ttle Mormon t own on a 

h1~h pea~ wher e they co~ld oce four differ e 1t etatee . An1 the Arysc he 

t r oops would tr~11 t he~ by n l ittle pebble turno1 over or rs blad 0 of 

groso t urne-1 ov, r . T,1ey went on the mountain , locate.:! t he co.up , vnd 

c a~c ba~k l?wn to the colon y , ahooting a b~cf , c~ttlna lt up Dnl car r y­

ing i t b&ck on the moun tv1n . When they foun, the ocouto wer e on thei r 

t rn 11 , they aet tile ~o:.mtainG nfi n, . ""'hen the t r oops cam,, on down about 

ten mi les t o where ~c 11vr1 , "nJ t he r i v r wee v ~ry h l Hh anl i t wr s i m­

pos lble to croc., ,. lt'c.th on J I had a litt le skif f a.n'J we 7,or.rn·:1 all J.oy 

c: oosi.ng the t :roonu an-l horsea over th•J r i v r . ' e i rowne1 one ri orzo . 

Everyt.hlng v,as crocav 'l with sofety but t hot . Then t h~y go on out to 

San B.sr ;Uno to hc~:1 quri,rter:J . Th- r e wo.f.l the Lunch of :36V (?n rcon and 

two Sq'l3WS , t hot GD'!! '.; bunc h that k i lle·l t:,(' ":'ho:.1_ son family • They 

were ,"' t i ll nroun:1 t he ccuntry but wor•- r f ec t l y pc~ca~b~e . ~c kn ow 

they hn1 chanc rG to tnko life but they ~ri 1cc ldo1 to cease thnt k1ntl 

of ~or~. They woull coce into the llttle to~n a~ nig t an l take 

cl othe- B of f the l ine . We lai l 1 t t o the Uex l eans . That occ urred 
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C6Veral t.irae:a . I vrns u p i~ ro cpnyon nbcut 1 2 "" i l :a fro-:n home; 1t -~r e. 

a jo p c ~nyon , end had h13h ~ounto1ns on on e ol ~ • There wa~ o c l u~p 

of l a r ash t r r e , ler ge oak on~ popl6r trec r t' 1t %e r a the lar e ~s t I 

hu'.1 v r aE.en . no:nc v.erc- thirty f eet in 1 i.amc tfr . ,..,1:ht 1n m.id iay 

~·h@y hc.~l t he apper rnncc of :luotc. I wno bu1ltjlng 12t er wheel f or the 

purpoae of n:akir. r· G111n lcs .ln o 11 ttle mo:.i:~tain otrenm. I wen t on up 

in t here about six l!li lcc huntir.g c.e c r , ~n:l while I \'ia e t rnlllnr; and 

h .... nt-ng t hem I c a:nc onto the ca"Jp f i :rt . It wns .!'l .!.f ht . The r c scal 

s ~ulks gro ... tcnaivelJ ; 1 t was aa e~ee t as c nn~y an1 the y roul 1 roont 

it =in l u "'e it f or f ool . I came on',o t 11e froot1 f lj ' • I had ot'lot .... t deer 

nl'l l lt lrnd gh~'"'n thcr t rc oignol and they macle o.wey . hen J. came on 

the fire my nn~.a:al comme nc od sn i ff l r,g .,n i snort 1nr o,., i I t hougtt they 

woull klll me . ! just got out of t he a~dd lo nnd ran my han-:l t hrough 

t he coa sand got in tho s ~15le on1 went off os pooceably ao I hr1 

c on::o , an"l I r r.>:ie a ay ::m ~1 , icn t 1oym an1 r ·o~t ed whFt I horJ accn . Old 

Colonel Na l i a Caon Liaca , of' t he people of the stato '>f Sonora , en.: he 

na the l nv; , he hod tol4. r.ie he hm! l'=.i l led l!!P.n for stealing fl C ;)TI anrl 

t hey had been on the trail of t hes Indiana , and I sent wora to him 

t ha t I bol t he~ l~>c a t , ' , an•l he·eent v1or:l ~o me to return ond I rE -

t tirnc .1 and t,ook a pooGe of men the n ex t d t1 .. : . Ve l ncated t he~ on the 

ti-a i l c.n:1 fouml- the:n , t ho n ino :,f t hi...,- , on the ret f or a cliff , nll 

che:w ing meocal . 

Tt;e nenr on l - f ir e , t' came 1nto ·t he co1•n fi"~ .:i ... an, s t,ol e corn 

until all thei r pnlnole ~ere all at~ffcd witn c crn r n 1 wou l d c teal 
clot hoe off tho l i ne and th< YVP1Gr o o~ tho ! 1el ·1s C ~c i 1 ed t o hunt hi□ 

out , an1 they came on thoo fl t noon ona. -c-"" ju \ rca1y t o go on , and 

old Tom .Al l en , n hal f breen fron 0 1-:laho'.na. , :-n Hortin Rsrria nerc t he 

two I."' n , an-:! ln plnc n of them 1:oi n '7. on , the I..., 1 ~.an; c~:ic r i ght to the:i , 

anJ ao t hey 9t3rtel t~ c oTc to them Ol tl To~ an1· , tt e ' v r got t o keep 

c~lm, '' o., 1 To:n n t opped out . y ouns squaw f1 0n + ,.., enrl anj sll hod 

t he :cc ~s of corn , an1 t he 011 ch1of an1 r ou~r uerc tho nG~t L~o , on l 

thtn t h~ five y0 ,~ buc ~ . ·hon tho y ounL;. one na-;.i 11 0t h , r /11.i.en , ohe 

::i V(. the signal on:l they all ~topped . She ,;;h 11·lcd , an 1 all in t t o 

run but t he two oli out l a~s thcms£lv es . They couli collect r et urns 

fer t hei r acalpG. ,hen t he y oung one and five bucr:s .irl in i rr., , 

tl1c two 011:l Jut :a,·, s ruatleJ f er the guns whlct. we r• ... ~.:. ~"1 on \i.le saaale. 

1n d nhcn he vJ c~t. to ~ct hi:J g:.i , olJ To:n Bhat r.im ln tile b r 'r,oot c .... , he 

r enrei. b ack an:.1 , .., L l on t.h. ___ "'T'!L tchin':l r.lm . He hal o. little b oy be-

b i n l h i m, an 1 '."i'!~en he hen.rd the ('J(Ci t ement , ho ntuck h is hcntl out nnn 

got one bulle t 1n tho nec c an1 t hey bot h fel l d i aJ . The ol, woman ws a 



- 6-

t ill trs ln to t her gun nn1 old Tom a:1ot nnd l: l l l e:d h .... r . J\n:l t he 

o\h ir o were not :wen but a o:ne of t he horae o were f'rmnd v1lLl1 the pc. ::ika 

of corn on ths~r backs . Ri ght ~t t b •1~e , Pr~ . -v i n o an1 Owen 

oo'ruf f were lown visit ing •he colony . First t hey thou ~ht they vould 

rcryort i t but dec1ic1 not to . President Iv i n E ~ni w~odruf f anl Dll the 

CO'll;>on: of ien \"' nt o 1t ne,.,. t ·le·· r i g ht t o fl bC!"t t:.wy had ,-::1 1 l..,: the~ . 
':liey .,1scov r:rcd :.n 1 a a ~•,c,man b.it they Jug gr· v ... o ln th~ roc- tto pnJ 

cov er ed t hem up . '.i1he mon t ha t, d l cl the killi ng e o '- s ome of th ... 01,1 

relic~s that man y ~oul1 tuy . It a reportc1 t o Lhe c~ L l',CD /,grandrc e 

euthori t 1eo en I they cent a bunch of rccn an~1 tb.,J' dug h i m up ~n l stri'?ped 

the clothes off for r el~c c a nJ tb.ey demanded tl,c rew.:rd b ut troy 'i, Oul1n ' t 

pey o c nt , nelt ~cr t ho U. s . nor ,-:r ico . Th~t end.el t rc tr()..tbl e wi 'uh 

the I nJ .:.a.no in t 1-- t 1art of' the country . Doz.n in ti.1 ~c tlon of t he 

country t here was \',h"' c ':>la~o \'/hero .nobody Jar ed go bu t the mur dr r e. r s . 

Ther e wErs the t-,p ~c hc ~n l LlGx tcan murtlcrcro 1n t h r e toget he r on I t hey 

v,oul' c '1"":e u ~ on our nmEe nnd driv e our catt l e off an:i o.lVJ ciy s ut tbe 

the brt>., 1 of the :1.>r6co ..,n tho t rcoo J ust t o ci"'O\"J l!E t h3 t they were i n-

dependent . CJll1 nGv er reech them~ o l l.vc:} t.1.,)r o elevLn yeara i n 

t t c t pl ace e.n1 r.ov e!' h3tl e.'!:ly t r:,~ble ~-c .,1t tl .. t they nou.td stcol th~ 

s t oc k . That ,·ia G 1"' Cbuachupo. . 
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for the co-~on r ood of al l end i n turn r ~cieved ~is livi ng nPcPssit i e s 

f r o"I t hr- s t ore ' ouse . Post of t he s " t tlencnts hnc a c orn'Tlon eot i nr tar le 

he r e evnr yonc etc toPe t her r en . r o~e n . e nd chi ldren end ryc c ce Pnd 

h3!':'llony r>r eve i l c> d a""'onr· t 1e•.- .. Thn peop l e built a ~reat mill fl nd nu t i n 

P?4 AcreAs of crops e ver hal f i n vhent .. They ~ilked 42 c ovs end t he 

nat t e r y nas or nod hy ~ - Bohr ~a n . J .. A. r oods t auebt t he s chool~ In 

J on . 18P8 t he no r-uaation \,n s "'?7 . ,,,he ....,eopl e howe ·,cr b 0 cr-r1e diss et is ... i ~d 

b couse of f requent crop f a iluros and t he deficulty of farmi nr ~nd 

,bondoncd the pro1fect . 

Sunset 

qun3et . AS settle 13y Lot .,j..., i t h an a Co""'pa ny of 50 men ~nd t heir 

f a l ly . ?.'a rc h r 3 , 18?5 it o s l oc a t e d on t he no~ t.e s i de of t.trn 11 t tle 

Col or ado , 5~i les nort h of t he Pr eae nt s lt of Vi enrlo t he actt l e r s t ere 

l ed by Pr eRi den t Bri ~ho~ Young to col onize a lon~ t he Dank of t he 1 · ttle 

Col or a do . ~r om cotton wood lacs t hey Butld hous es a co"u~i t y Di nning 

hall and a 1Jell t he cr,uni t y t hrive am l n 10?8 in nopulfition :es 136 

c oT'lbin Et lon 'f as n a ij:e \ 1th Bri,r-hpm i.n t r1e Build i nr- o f a Dam 2~ r:, i.les lon~ 

t ~e set tle~en t s l ~t tnr t ~i~ ues n " r kPd out end Al ~o t !1e s endy l Pnd and 

Ti~r~cilty o f ~r epation t hP snttl• rs ~err t i ll Pi nl ey 1PP5 

a ll hnd l~ft 9ut Lot s q~t t hs ~o~lly r~l ch se~ert ~d i~ 1888 . 

Joseph Cit y ~s f e tt led "¼ r . 2 4 , 1D?6 

I ? . r . ~elnon ~as onn of the co,~any t' Pt 



> ~ ( 1) 

On thtl 22nd dny of O, t , 1.8 6 ')9 ye~r s , 0 J.. ·1 Bt , -◊ '36< 

·the l e s ferry und t.ht:: Kib b fo:r et . It r.as then c ~c:imon l y fnorm a.s 

t he Buckskin Uountaina b caue f'> of the f-i,c t t hi\t the I ncti'lnq b .. ,.. ~ht 

many deer .<i 11 into the f3 e t lemon ts for tr·~~~ which r e t ::>k en 

from dt:::::r ki ll~d Ut)OO 1.1.1, moun1 · in . ThP. I n i an9 ,.,ho o c upiec1 +h4. 

mount a i 11 . •n.r:e the K.irb b b nch of th~ Phut P. t r ib ~. Tlrn wore, i n +he 

Ki ab, b in the I n i 1 <. i 1 ect mean: 11 the mount~ in trhich 11"''3 clown" 

freely tra "' l ,eci , Flat top mount,11n. The 10 °et w·• s at hat time 

the home of m·1y C1e t1'.r . 

Ol<l Tr iler th t c~uld eat stories I comenne writing 

b efo d, . jy lege were long enough ·o '.'each ac .cO!"O the l>c:.ck of a 

horse I 1',~A in the sac\ le until I r -pc heel the P..g~ of mi ( le l ife . On 

that tr i p which brou~ht me here , I c:r.o sneci the Col o ..... ·.< o l-!t L"" , , s 

Ferry uhen th c ro<.J :i n{; w•.· s very dangPrl"luS . \Ve went th:.:-<":t,h 1hat 1 s 

nm1 the Stat, of A:r i zona . Thero ·rru "" t'/J. not a mil~ of caib o "<1 of any 

kind . In the state of 1l ~w Hexico in Ari zon~. i n Ut Hh northern Fexas o r 

Southern California had I nor anyother pers0n su~r-atat-= .t. the ti e 

the good o ·.cts woul d be oonntruct c::cl il"to thi s then L·emote regi,..,:n . 

TlHt t l eo le "0 1ld come f orm a l 1 part~ of the 110:rld to g:ize uoon and 

d@i re i -:e beauti~e and granduer the.t the lfourn..-y "Oill <l bP. r.,ade from 

,;he ~hen outuor't r- of c ivi i0· ;.i n to thi s t)O i nt i n a "' i '1.'l" C<ay t h ,,1.t 

a p l Tt i a l hot 1 woul c b erected her ~ for the acccmadati,..n and coMfo r+-

of guests he would 6' v ~ b een r red as e1 ther n ha:.-cl e d :r~auer 

01· u da.nt;erons l una ... i c but not wi thstand i ng thi P., tr /3 who h u.v e lived 

through t h i ~ p ... lot.. h :c-.re ceen u.11 o thi a and mo ·r• r.cr,r.i, 11 '1hed 1-.0 .us 

ma~e b e o an thread the world . We ;;ravel over theM "10w on h"'"'UP of stec.l 

of im lux uroue ,actor cars or through the air . Only Y"' ter ay oiir roo.d 

were raero trPi 11' bl· z -~ b e f earless intr e p ed me ' , thrnne;h , nk11own 

fo Lsets , OVfJr snow<l l'lountai , 'l , · .nd ncrosr.? tl " Ckle deserts . The 

r oimnce p_nd t cdy of the ol d trai lB will never b ~ trlt or wri tten 

It c , ,mot be for the men who mad '? un ?eco ~c'ect hintory aloni~ theee clP­

v icys wnya h v long s i nce gone to treed the path of '"'"lOt~e r ~o.ld , 

1 v ~ >K lit le of ~ c orded hi n~o 4 y b hind them. Cn these olc trr i , 

.men h a.v~ per i on d from thirst and su.'1lmer ·mc1 from cold and l :!ck of 

f ooc in winter , h -.-..ve been mas acred b e savagea h <> ve killed e r1c h otb,r 

:rcr poc oi on o f icious fluids contHined inthe wa ter h"l 1 q ... c"~ -

... ,...,r-, 
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-ch.1.0 •bh 1u .. ich the t1·ails pu.soed . Young t3en and maiden s gave plec'.t~Pd 

-cheir faith , Uo·r~!'s g ve given g iven bi ~th to children and l1oly men 

h V P. st•,cr1fi ce<! thei r 1 1 v ea for r li t,ion"' sake . 'oone c ~, n t e ll t,he 

story as t i me and fat P. h - ve r ·c o ed i t . 

Tln lt.,1 t whi te man in theCountr y ,..he r :i_o the f i ~~t to ,..nter 

~nd .~xplo:r i •hi s 1 - t-,e:r mountain c01m J.ry ? I , o "Lot k1v::,w Fa ther 1': •lan­

te so f a r a.a we al:e a.rJare "' s tli.e fL:st whit e mnn to •mci; t h1o·Jgh t he 

11e1 bbor hoc,c flhe:.i:-e we now a ... e . 

,\t Less ' a Ferry on th"' b ig ?t;olorPc'o He l f'i" t Snn ntn. J,'e UP-w l'E"xi­

co .nbou t the 1n-;ention of blPxi ng a t .~a 11 tbro·1gh to Californi a 

e . ching Ut· h L? ke h "' tu1·ned so •-:.h a nd fin~lly c ecid" <' t o return t o 

h i r st· .rting po i nt which he reaclled aft e r exu~rienc1nt; many h ardGl'lip s . 

On his retu -:n h~ crooned at the Coloi .. ,c o at 11 VcH o c' e l oo uo. :r<'q" 

r,,b out tl.i ty mi l en o ("Iv e LP~~ Fe::rry u~t east o~ 110 . J P.Ciecl i ah ~ i t h 

with a small p·· rjy of trappers exµlo 1<et the Salt Lake b·•f.'l i n travled 

outh on thr ro·1te which ,,.e ~ol:lo ,ed C'Ol'1T1 to itn j net ion tri~ll the 

Colod10 0 whe:::-e be c1·orr;eo i n~o l7ht!.t i n now t ho state of Arizon~ . 

Tlle .1.'irst •,1hi te man so far as we n. ... · e aware to entE r -the t e.:r i to-y 

fou,. y o na l ater . "Vil iam 11olfskil wi th a sm:1.l l P"'rty ....,ent ov r the 

alli!le .co 1.e l e vi-,.; r.he rio v L gin n.nr st 1k1 g fl_CrOP'3 the desert to 

L s Vegl 1 3 Ne-c,ada .,nd to ~he Cajon Paa a to Cr, lifo:--ii P. The first e ff ~­

c ti v e eff ort . 1 .. ie .. o C"olon i ze anf ( 1velop cor.mrn1 ty life in the rocky 

~o,mt~i, regi on wno b e t he mormon i o1eera . It i s true th· t o~hPr S 

h :id p a c ed over the _o..ite b fo,. ... i crol:->.te ci foras ·•ncl t:rading ' O "lt h ~d 

b e en eateblished but not nnc ~ d come with t he inteGntion of r ~~ i n ing 

a nd rnak i nb homes i n this u nhospi t bl~ p ........ t of the 1Ve!3t . lThen t h ~ 

pione"ra fi rst entered wha·., i s now the sou~her n po.rt of Uta h mid 

lto? the .. n A ... izona i t lms a wi l d uninviting part of our country. 

The bun t. ing grounc' of the Ute Pui t e , h vago . And when the !ncl ia.n 

Gr,w hP. r.hite r.rnn c-oJe dm wi th !ii~ <" o~, -:-ed wn1~ons an 

po-rtr"y~cI by Cmer1rnin Ho,,-e . 1.Yi th hi CJ flo,..kr a n< h~"':'ct 

Lnc O'll' c i v i liz: t i on o firghten 3. T y -o;he game ,,,hich 

n p t ·1 " l ep e111 ,, c. 0 1r enc .. o ~chement e i' tt:r n n.1 vi ~i 1 ··11c "' 

plow, ~o fo rP~ble 

to ent ~h~ e rEH·s 

b ~ynf pf t hey 

:.ras t r.e pri.ce 

of our sr,f ,,~y --i.nd ev en then t::l'e .:ere not safe . r oor: · nc' clo•l ing t'lfer e 

indi • .. penaeabl e and these could only ve obt i neci f roo. c u: t i V " t i on 0 1 t he 

c-ofil ·uK Ilocka ;nl 
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Boi l ·m, i l ocks · nd h;, d s . Thf>y b' v 4 u s fonc~ q i-h tvhich to suqt·i in 

ou. bodi :;s col thing wi t h 11hic h to cov "r them . They b ~camP, our mo Pt 

ch ~~ i s hed DOE e ssions . And l i ke I s r e · l of old wP b ~c·me a p ~strol 

people . Li tt le a t "': •m";ion c ould b P t:;i v en to orofe~' ions ·m( other 

occuphti ns by ,,hich men now g i r w~nl +h. It w, s in thf!s eni vir nment 

tha t u1y e r ly l i fe ,-: s spent . I b - c· .me n ende:-- o f flocks :n d heres 

fo .r o the~ s a nd then f or my self · no It w· s under.- thP<3e c i r cum'3 t "lnce i n 

constant contr1c t wi th men of lie e occupati on tll~t the i <.' ea l s C: 

sperat i ons th1-1t h¥v e gov -.cned my life were forned . These riders o f 

the h i l ls wid plai ns men o f unsurpn.!;sed courage but '!Vi th hFnrtR n s 

tender as the he·~rts of '1omen where act s o f mercy "7ere requi r~( ao 

wr a of ten the case p rofoundl y rel igous they held i n rev enti t\l , esuect 

t he r e lig i on of other s not mony and uble p~ayer s ~ere R· i d b y +hem but 

when the dr.ys tiork vns f i n i shed '?fl the b l ·mk et sprp•~d f o r the n i ght 

m:1ny s i Hmt p➔t 1 t i o n s l"l~~nt 1p to the throne of' Gr"CP in g.rP t i ";ud e f o r 

bl~sr ing a recei , ed : nc others c e '3iEed . 0ne r1~""Y fl Anthony 7 . Ivins a 

rnnn put his though s into V""rses · nd thi s i s ,1h..,t he p• id . 

O Lo ~d , I ' ve n ever l iv~t ~her e ch irched brow. 

I love c~ ~at in b etter as i t stood 

The c ::-y you d i ne ; hec. i t so loug ' 6◊ , 

Anci l ook ed upon y()ur 1mrk , e.nd c ·• l led 1 t good 

I know t h o.t otlle:s find ynu i n the light 

Th t • s a iftBd do~n throu~h .., i ntecl wi ndow p anes , 

And tha t I too ht1.ve found you he1-e tonight , 

I n t Li ; d i m twilight on t he n l ~i ns. 

I t h ank thee , Lo .. · , tha t I am plar-ed so well , 

Thc.t Th0u 11 s mi:,ke uy freedoM so com )lete , 

'fh"l t I I m no s l ·- ve of whi. t lw, clock o r bell 

Or wPe.dey ed 1n·i s oner i n aw: l l ec- up rtr·eet 

J u r:- t l e t me l ve rny lif' e ·\ q I I v e b ~gun, 

Giv e to me Yo r k th t • s opento the Aky , 

ll,•k e m a. part me , i t h t he ~1 nil ~nc' atm , 

And I 1 1 1 not , Pk a p l ace th·~t ' s soft or high , 

Le t me b .J e :-:y on themc...n that I s down • 

Let me b e f r~e and generous u i th r l l , 

I' m c ,, e l e sa . Lord somethi mes when I ' m i n town , 
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BU9 nevp• let them cal l me mea, o. nm~ll , 

U k me bib an open , lik~ th9 pl: ,1ns on whi c h I r i c•e , 

PonPst e. s the horse b ~ tween 14Y k11e ,., • ' ' 1.,.a n E ~. t l ~wind t h: t b l 0ws 

b ehind the rain , 

F!"ee a s ~he h, 1k , which cilclP ... down thi b . --eze . 

Fe.gi ve me Lo ~. when souet1uec I f oriPr ; 

You know t h e re~~ons which are hir , 

You rnor1 avout t he thi n~s t 'L:> t gall and fr e t , 

you k now ~e bP ter t han my mothPr a id . 

J ust n.3ep l'n eye on all thats sai d nd c one , 

J u s t rei gh me , l:l lways , when I trun asi de , 

And quicle llle on the long c ira tr,,, i l nhe?d . 

'hich s t etches upwn.1·d towm:cl the G eat Devere . 

I ·, :.·.a not o e ·rl.o , ou._;h ~he < ownf ~ll of lilY nei ghbcb R t h ~•t I 

might r i ~~, -:o r ea t e r heil,ht but fuat a. b.·ava pl".i '1spoken uan th'\.t 

Rskeo. only to be lefe t o f oll('"ll7 hin own fai th an<' occupat i on krit"'wi.ng 

'th a"t ihe Lo cl i !? knocking at t h e c.001s cf the he~rts of a l l m8n a na 

if they wi ll only 1e~ v t.;; the 1 ~tch st ... •i T"g on t he 0• toi r e ao 1 t a l ways 

h rmgs on hi a c, bin doo.1 t he Lor( wi 11 c:oue in end bri n1~ p~:iceto thei r 

so ~lt:i . The ca"lyona b l o" us a nd ;:he r.uountai ns · bove h·,ve wi tnes1:1ed 

s ,: enea mor Pathet i c Iilo r e ~r<'-u i c than t boae • ol<.. by ,.ny boolt r;1Rrk. 

'"'he t,r ee s , the 1..,rase t h e ani ual s and the li v i ng atr~ama of ,ra ter 

t e"'ch ler--so·,s ~h1cl1 cannot be 1 o n l'.'.' t h ve pe1 ~onal contact u i t h them 

B• t i. l es .,.ith Inc i a n , h v e b een fo~ht not f e.r :f ou whe:rc we 

night . 

~ t o-

The Trag, y 0 1 r.1~v1n.., ... r s Aamuel Co vinb«n h· c sold h i '3 r '.lilch i n 

Ari zona 31d B"t'l.1 t C: f or -the atate of ?W· hing i.on t o i..1a.ke bi r home . 

HP h· ,i a t ~ Hm of Gix horses ~n o-o ,.,. gone which h P c110,rf-- himqel f 

.,,nc a b'l'!'l<i of l oo'3e horses dr iven b y a whi t?. tl"n and n n e{;ro :m d 

a. groim <' opted d~ut.,htPr usua lly r i d int~ wi 1;h them. T'lhen t hey mm~ t o 

the L-- :• s F -_ry r-.1o'l'3ing they :emained there f or 1.bout ten days or 

two 1M13k s to rest t h e s tock • . The Mother and (laughter se emed t o-be 

Southe:n1 very kind ~oo~en peopl e and af • r they h~d rested they 11,..,v ed 

on t o continue thei r j ou.Lney . fln~n t hey g ot on the Buc k skin ,ount --ii ns 

the f i 1st n i ght t heya,mpeu j uQt above us . I t appe~r s a a ~el l as I 

h~ve b een ~b l e t o l e arn that n l~ns ~ere ~nk e b etween t hA t wn r i c Ar A 
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The whi t e man and ne v.ro to 1,~
0 

r tie \, '11 t c a n and ':etro t o -ur d 0 r t ~e old couple for t he ".>l under , ·e r1as 

l oaded 1· l t h a broke down sLor e o r to pa y t he i r expenses . fhe fi r r t ~1,,t 

t hey lcndn d o~ t he ' uck~ki n ountai 1s ond s to~nod for ~e n irht. The old 

poonle artcr spendin~ t he e ncn1n~ er ound t ~c Ca ~p fi r e sr r ~od t he ~nd 

do•· n on t • e - r o, nd t nd r.en t t o b "'d . The a rrenge --:""n t s e r C' nll ..,e.de f o r 

t l1 e ''urder . The yount , o ... e n ,'.0 knev. rhout the "Ol t.ns but dor~d not revel 

it f or deet of ~e r life ,ent off int o t ~e Cedar ; nhor r she touldn 't be 

able t o see or hear an yt 1i ng t ha t ~ent on . After she le1t t he· urders 

eras ~d t le h eads of t ~e old couple , 1th t heir axe t ,en t e ~lnP t .ei r pick 

and s rovel and Jade a ~rave end rolled t ho:~ int o it tnddi n~ end 611 so 

all bl ~od 1ta i ~s ,ere corceal~d ~nd crooede d t ~e- aid l eve l ed off t~e 

gr omd t l1on built o f lre over t he srot. It \ OS ver y lAte 'ln t ·,~ N1P'1 t wh­

en t he ~·oung v o on c nrne oac-\ t o ca--p and eH-rvt }: i ne ,. ss acco..,.:,l t ..,~ ~d 

e cc or d in~ ~o t , e 7"urde rR desir(' s . ,, hen I k ne .. t he Yo11ng ladP a t t be T.>erry 

s 1e r as tell a d s lendf'r And s ee- i nr l y i n o dcliN it ed c-ond t tl on . Whet 

k i nd of a s"'1ock t "lls gave 11er t1hen Ei'he r ('\ t urnod I a "l not cl>lo to say but 

it ~u s t hove be en awfu l . Fr o t ~at on s he ie s co -~ll ed to ocknol l rdge 

t e whitn !"!lan llo ··er •rn~be,d . •rhey c r':1e int o 1~a11eb P'"'c1ling .. hf' ~oods 

nd i d li n(? Plon n tf nothing 1nd .ver ~appenAd e~d C3 t hey went r lon~ 

the y k~nt di 1rot i 1~ o f t ho ~0r a~n nnd o t ~cr poods . T~ey l rpt o~ ~n thia 

y, py unt il t hey c·rr h ed 'l n \.yo in, e nd f>T e i n soPf\r cte blloine~.s , t I (! 

,..1rl o d t ho w~itr ~an s ti ll 1··nr·inl"' n s ~an O"ld ' if,. r .1d t he nP- r "' 

drirt i nr- on . Ti •e "10 S ,' d 0 for about tvo veers ~hen no cone pasa1 1r from 

Le e ' s ?erry ov r t e rnount a ln on t re old t rail r.'hC!'C the urdcr TilJ S 

c o~ ited t "ley notl ·ed JO e cr ~wn se LL i nr t ter e pul line and picking e t 

so~e t hi nF and upon i nvert! a tlon t ,ey round t he c orner s of t he ble~dits 

exposed . To a ll oppear nunce o coy t o hed been a1~~i n" t ~r re . ThP.re wn s 

os i 1;ertl re tton w lch cx~osed t he 1r 6 r r e d bodies oft cold c~unle 

They 't,ern ' t l on .r· i denlf'rvine the bodi s and di !'; C') v~rin"" t hcm11rdPrD · e rP. . 

And t An t hP. orrt~nrs storted t o tra i l t ~em. The o rr1c r s bo~ not ' routl 

111 .'ollO\ l np t "'P- • r ail of t he ur d("r es . They follo\'r•d t hnm t'1ro11ph Utah 

nd I da ho t 1c fo l)ored t he~ t r o·irh Utoh and Id""lo tmcl found t hem !""Cm 

anu lc'O:inn 1n t ·e st .. ·t e or 'yo inP- sttll l iving r·s r!en P. d vire . tH1~ conf­

os~ed nnd told t ~c ~hole tory . The ncr ro ,~s ~oon l ocutc d erd t he ~en were 

arr e ,;ted cori rict r,d ona o:xec 1tc>d , or t ,. c l"'lu r der . 
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... 
The ~rA~edies of the canyons ore ~any on t he ?4 da y of •~y 18?6 

LorPnzo L. Roandy wus dro f ne d whit~ nt t e~pt inv to c r os s t he rive r a t Lee ' s 

Ferry . I c rs ssed 1.Ae ' s ~erry in J enuP r y of t no sa~e year and the c r ossinp 

1Ps vr r y danvr rous . I n 1R89 7 rand ·, . ? r oun ies dro~ned vhen e nde verin~ 

to ~a ke a s1rvcy of t he ca nyon r ith a view of constr uc tine a r a ilroad 

t hr ouph it . Feve days l a t e r Fet e r H fhborrourh a - e nber of Drowns Party 

~r s also drowned ann t he reil~uy pro ject o l andonod . I r e~e nber see i nr pr­

r a t p iles of ra i l · ay tool and equi ~~ent pile d a t t he Ferr y . 

Grave t hei r Li ve s to Expl o r e t he canyon Probably t he mee t na t he tic 

t r e pedy O. G. end Seneca f~ lland end t i llia~ He Dunn t hese ~en ~ere of 

t he part y t ha t accoMpanied ~a Jor ~owell on his ftrs t Jounrnyf down t he 

c anyon . I re, embPr see i np t hen pass t 11r ough Berry ' s valley or Gl endale 

ca~e county Ut ah i n 18?1 . ? hey mees urcd t he di s t ance t hn t t he y treuel e d 

wi t ~ one s i nple wneel about 8ft . in d i anet e r wi th sh~vcs on i t t ha t vas , 

fPi t ene d onto t 1e ~ul e and an i nstr unent on the hub t ha t xecorded t he 

n umber of revolutions t ~e vheel ·nde i n a day . I speak of t ~is t o s row t he 

contras t between t he ~t ~ethod s 65 yPar ~ a~o and no~ . They l i f t the ~efor 

dee1Pr 1nv they pr r~rrred th~ ri sk of c ~!i~/ c~i ~bi n~ t he s heer va l ls of 

t 1"' cPnyon a nd et t e-,ptinr t o r 0ech t he set tle l"'lent believi np t ha t i t 

~oul d br i ~po~s1~1e to s urvi se in t he furt her At t Pmpt t o pass thr , uph 

t he -orpe . 'i:'he ~a ,ior offe r ed to r el etrne r1"'y ,.,,·,o offe r ed to f"O v. ith the 

t~o b rothe r s and Dunn 11f t bi t h t hem. 1 ~en t ~c y rAoched t he cok'fs fer 

abov~ t he rive r t hey ~aved faro~ell t o t he ~ajar v hen he pushed hi s boat 

off into t he rap i ds . A f e~ days aft e r t he aUor r Ae che d hi f our neys end 

t he mou t h of t he Ri o ~lrpin t he .o l le;1 d b:f'othcr s a nd Dunn r eoched t he rim 

of t he c1 nyon . \ here they vere dille d by t he s hevirtt Indians . 

• y a ,socPAtion with the .-,oun ta i.n and r~oods hove brou~ht uch unh~ ­

opines s and ~oy to ~e a 1 ,ell e s sorrows . The story vhi ch I ~ lll rPl Fte 

enclosinp ~ay be o~ int~r e~ t to yo~ . 

(I A~ rPt rltinP f r om s one onP e l sos experi ence ) 

·o~e even i.n~ we ~t ¢~! dr ove i nto a ~ount a in vAllcy t ~r ou~h ~hi ch a 

str a~ f l ovnd t o t he nort 1 fo l l o~inr it £tout 2 ~iles t her e ~as no roa d 

and descent 1,. as s teep at,d rou!'.l'll but by c l-l reful d r i vi n~ we roac hrd t !'le 

bot t o~ in sofetv ot a point w~or e t he c anyon wi doned out r nd t wo st rea~s 

CAMe to~e t her. In t he forks of the ntra~ on t he s 1ot of hi vh ~round 

cover e d ,,,.1 th f?r ass an ; s l-iaded by sccttc r e d r i 11e trnes v. e e s P'hlis'1ed 

.. - , , a t '1c- r e we s ,..,epdov.rs on i P. t he r " A~nl Thes tream wos bor der~d ~1t h l i llo , s i n 
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Ride u pon ~1ich cattle ~ere pr azinp , 'hile t he m.ountain seke ~as ~&vered 

" i t h a va r i e t y of f lot e res . ,. e unh itched hobbled and put bells on our 

horses nnd t u rned t he.,., out to P'raze . •· e gat her ed no ,.,,e wood end pi tc ~<:'d 

our t ent · nd by the t i me dur kne1s se t in ~e we r e rea dy for t he nlpht . 

It was a b 0 auttful nipht a Jull ~oon rose over t hA ridgP.s and l ooke d 

down t ' rouph t he pines l ike a vreat search lipht i llu~ine tinp the canyo­

ns until it v,as al,,,ost as lip nt as da y .----11:_Q_ut spl a s he d i n t he s trea1:1 . 

Frog crooked crikets cheeped i n cessantl y . !~yrad.:, of i nsects flu tte r ed 

a r ound our c a r.pfire "llon y o f then t o be couP'ht in t he fla"lle s and 

de s troyed . Ni pht Hawks dru..'11med a s the y pa c;se d sr: i f t l y t hr ou"b t he a :i r in 

pur s uit of the insects upoh which t hey fed . 

The kinship of wild li fe kh ith cities . 

Fro ~ t he top o f t he Plant deed p i ne just a c o s s t he creek a horned o~l 

heated and vay off on t he mountains ide a coyote ho~led d i s~ally . ~ro~ 

t he top of a junfper ree j u s t abovP. the c amp a Mocking b ird song es only 

a "'1ock i ne: t- i rd sinP's on a -noonli~ht nir-ht. Cho.n~inA' r e p ldl y he i '1i t oted 

a ll t henotf s known to his f eatherP-d co"1pani ons fM~ end mony ,er cul : r- r t o 

hl!"lself. 1Ii s sonp l.es like a r1edl y of lod melodyes . A ,vhi PTpoor- v1 ll ce l ­

l ed fro"1 A bush ner r c n~p And ias an ~, ered b y another far o~f dmn the 

crnyon . Far t her off we he or d t he bark of a vrav , ulf . I thou~~t es I 

con emnl ated tont~h t in the ~r eat ci ties of electric li~hts are coDv~r ting 

n irht int o day as the Moon is the conyon he re . There is -~usic e!1d innoc­

e nce he p iness t '1ere a ·· t he re is he re . Mhe hurian bPest of pr ey a rc t ~rnre 

t oo and co!TJ.e out fro m their , ikinp pl aces in the dardness seeking 1,hom t 

t :1ey , ey devour . The htL'lan r.ot n are a l s o t here fl1ltt e rinf a ro~nd any of 

t hel"l. t.o be ca upht i n he f l a,.,es an destr oyed and I thoupJ:t <10..., a like we 

are . tJow like "'le n Nature is f'n u now like nature ,on \ itt t '1.e exception . 

There i n the pr eagt city ell i s t he r esult of studied drsi un w~ 11e ~ere 

i n t he l ilds it i s the sponten~ous ce l s of the ~ild thlnvs to ~r ture . 

~he fo ,1owinp ~o r nin p t hw aun r ose br i r~t and r Fd1ent . There van not 

a cboud i n t he sky. We walked up t o the uniper tree •hero the ,.,ocklng 

b ird •-rs s i nnin~ a nd c r r e f ully dre,,inf r s ide the brenc11e a round e nest 
• 

wi t h the -,ot he r b i rd 11;,on it she only fmor t1hcn \;'e i, l "' ost t'6uc hed hP r 

end t ~en ~Ui t to a branch o f the dead pine acr oss the er- ·k f rom ~h ich 

s'1e s c ol d ed us 4"or 0·1r 1ntruda nc P. T,ittlA f l 11f fv , 1th bi v hP-nds ond \"ie 

l i f t t he nest t he ~ot ~er t ir~ r eturned ~hi lc t he r ale f ro~ ~is perch on 
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t he dead nn np es t ouph his t ~r oat vould s~t t . 

Ue f i nhrd dorn t~e stra" tekinP t~e trout ' P, tnn e roe ~ here or n 

ri rnlP there or under a wlllo~ vonde r t he l ih ta kin~ t he f ly E~ I 

tied never knov. n the.., t o do }-cf ore • .Tu <> t belo\. cc -n ·we d i $ COv<" r "'d o trulley 

her •nd lie r t- r ood t , ot vrere cratc~. inp on t h" r iv" r 'hottoM and t 1<-y scr ­

~t l ed 1p the mountains i de end t ook r efr ure i n he rocks . h litt l ~ fLrt he r 

on a f l o c k of pa rots fo<r ~r o, ~he r e they ~ere f ecd inP' on the con " s in 

th~ t -:) i of t heotne trf"es ond .. C"re n ay with a Prent c hattPr and f ibpppinp 

o f 1t- i n~s t he f"lODtnp sun r lic1<er in i n t he rf>d a nd "'TP-en c1 nd ye l l ol, of 

t t c jr bolie s 11 :e bur ~Ln~ rol d . A doo and t~o f r uns ran out f r o~ the 

v illot,, o n ,! s t o~"ed nn t h o ~ountei ns&de l ookin ~ br ck c t u s • 1th thrir 

b i l"" 1heze l eyes 08 t hou ·h \-.onderinR \: 10 1. e COJld be . As t h e d~y BdVPOC"d 

t ne h e a t be c aT!le o ;))r P. ss iv • Suffen l y t he f i s h ceo <:ied t o bi t e rnd t '1e 

birds to si,g. The cr ttle lift t he~eado~s en d hn ~tl y trailed up into 

t he side c ~111on s. a i locf of crJTs flew silen t ly o · r r our h6L dc end tood 

refr nge und "'r A cli ff . On t he '"'10unta1n side a l l nu t u re }u c.' sudnlr ly 

c., e hus ,<'d And 'ie c Pd ory ~r i ~~Pd . e k , f' ,; it ;os t hP c• l m t ll l e h ore­

c ccdc d th""J U:U"',C' r s "or • on e' t urned '!-i : ~t i ly b ck to c r-'7lp as " c e ld ,-,o ./!o' 

c~ouds r o lled up ounr t hP rt t ·es t ot , c u ou t h li~~ prat nl es of po 

corn end f' br eeze VJa s b cbo,· i n~ ro-i t ha t d 1 r<'ct l o n . \'Jhe n we rec.chod 

c ~ 1p \.C • o un cl Pd t'le 0r~es ·· lr .. ~dy t 1Pr P h:~c ir<"d · i , • t h l o ;er ,-, t "\ of o 

p rov':' of tr cs . \,'e hr·c, t1.1~ tled :rncl t h rew bll""'lket s on t he .. . The dor-s 

·v;h i rr.P.d "n~ crent into t ent . The 0 oc<i11i:: b ird flo : f ro""' His ·per c'1 on t he 

11ni.per tre e t nd t oad rrrrur e un~Pr a c ~if f nPRr by . r e ~rd acarcly 

ti (" to ""D t l:ler to ,. t ~ ~r 011 r ca"'lp e 'lucbp:nPnt · nd c nrry it ·int o t ~e tn"lt 'nd 

ct ncur" l :r tie the- door \;}1en t he ,tor·· t roke Ln all it s f ur y . The , i ndhnd 

inc r<'u Pd to a r•ale t he cl') d s ,,ere blf'c\. und O"':l ')\IS 1 1. ,...• te,.. • .i.n"" "li s.,.C"d 

a nd Lhund • r rolled rain c~ £ do,n in torre nts . Gr o t 1ail s tonr s f e ll 

b et1 Lir.~ dovm t , ~ r r r: , s und f .o "'rs ond t e a r i nr; t h e ten, r br unche s r o--: 

t he trees . A blbl t of li , 1t e in tr rnk t ·1e a c r d J i 1~ j u a t • crono t .e 

ere c k und tore it :nto o t housf'nd Jei C<' S sc tte r .i..np t he m 11 a r o .nd .. rn 

.:. lc ri wa s ~i; r onpl i ,pr ·n t::t c d 1 1 th ·::, ltch ,, i c"l wee burning l>ci t tly 

YJh i l c t .e s t or .., r Ar f'd . ':he c r <' P.k , t ich ~ f ny; o r ~ ts be for 10d b P. n a 

cle~ r ou~tnin s tream wo a ~ radi 1~ torrPnt. FrPe torn 11p by the root s 

r oatf'd ")no t \1"lile boul de r s l oon d f r o-i t he Monnt e mnss ide b y rivulrts 
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t i, • ch f 101· cd e r yrhere rolled down into t 1e ccn yo~ ¼ith noise like 

t hunder . For t mn te l y t he s tar ~ was of s h0r t durat ion . It cea sed as 

une ,~ectedly r~ it hed c 0 me . ~he colud J r olled away · nd t he sun cP~e ott 

and lo01·inp- Cff'""l accn t ly down on t he '1ave wroupht , s t .,.1oup-h it be<l bt=>en 

a unf'v,-.:, tful eut u-n day . 

·rhe oc kinr- l:' ird prove i t's a True li'a t hE> r as re st, e poed out into 

t he sunsh!nn t h~ nockinp b ird f l e~ from his s hel t e r under t he pr ofe c tinp 

r ock end hoppinf e-onr t ~e ran ches o f the iundper troe uttcri np ~o t ~s of 

r-lPr"'l . l"Je , e nt ovr> r and dravi -ir; f,uid~ t he in ,er brn -ic hesfo•ind t he ..,o t i1e r 

b ird t h11 r t" ,non t henp,s t a ad . '"r ue to t he ins tinc ~ o f o l l f l esh s he hod 

pr otPct•d ~er voun r ,~11 ~ t he r t0r~ boa t out her life . Te little h i rds 

were safe . We took be t i ny body and di ~~Pd a ~r ave et the r oot of e pine 

t r ee near C0'"P srPreful I y b ~rried it . Ther o was a "r ave already t he r e e 

mo und of ~h ich bas covProd ~1 t h lar re stones . On one side of t he t r e e 

t hn trunk of ~hi c h h l a b~en blazed t he ~ord . i l ee t e had been made be 

driving ~u ils in t o t~ ~ trunk t he head s only be i n~ visible but t hestor y of 

t h · rt r rave '"' i ll be anot her Gtory of t he t rap;edy o f t hewoods . Befor e v:e 

left ca~p t he lit t le ~oc kin~ birds ~ere pro~n t~P ~ale b i rd had f p d t hem 

by dny an d shelter ed t hem ot nt pht but t he r e 1Od rcen no more sinrine . 

Re had 1us t done his dut y , ith a peeve h • rt a r ~any fat he r have done 

b for e And s i nce . As he s At vat ching hi s ~ung t ry t he ir 1 1nrs in short 

fl i ght r ro~ tree to tree I kne~ t hot he ~ould soon l ead t he~ rr a y to 

t 1e lr v i nt e r ~o..,.,e in the sout h v here he ~ould fi nd on othe r rnate t o t ake 

t he nl ece of he r v10 had p i ~en her l i fP t hat h i s or~ spri ng 1ifht live. 

Apain I say how a l ike 'V.e a r e aft e r a l l t he Joys and sorrov·s of lifo cor.:e 

t o t ~e ~lld thinrs of t he woods as they do to u s . Pow ~uc h the y f Pel end 

s uffe r no one c an say . 

Brirha□ Ci ty t he Ari zona Settl e~e~ts 

Bri ~a, ci ty was f i r s t called Bollenror Lt ~as l ocatPd ju L across t he 

river .. r on Sunset at a Joi nt one •.ile !Jorth of t he pr esent seti of 

i-· 1n s l ow . I t t,as set tled t_a rch 18?u l>y Je sse O. Ball~ncer Lnd 1is co""PEm y 

of a bout f i f t y f a.mi l y . They built a r ock ot'ort ?00 t. s "' uere r .. nd seven 

f eP. t hi gh i n \rhi ch t he ::rnt t ler s bul l t ho,...,es . The y also bnil t severat 

co···un i t y houses and t hey 11 ved in a f rie ndly and ''rotherly a•s sociation 

kno1n as t he United Qr der . I n t hi s syst em e · ery one contributed his labor 
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