. Interview with Price ¥, Nelson
tugust 6, 1935
During these few years my two wives 1ived together peaeeably
andl ate ot the =sme table ani were very heppy. 7e united in carrying

the turf and ralised and getherei the potstoes and we would go into
the corn flell and hoe corn and talke the brbles to the fleld ani put

them in a boxr and keep moving them up to the work so as to protect
them from the varminte, In the whole gettlement there wes sbout
twelve families of us. We all gestheredi into three houses, mai: the
beis and all slept in the house and stood guard for many weeks which
wae very inconvenient but no trouble arose between us while we were
in that eocndition and we united in bullding = fort by standing pine
logs in the ground esround the meeting house, with bastions in the
opposlte corners with port holes for protection, We stood guard

end lived 1in that coniltion for many weeks but no more £illing wos
i1one in that time Lut there was grest excitement through the ecountry
ani everyboly was on the guard and lookout.

I was on the go night anl dey for iays and irysa, My wife st
thet time hal Just got out of bel with a bzby which eaze nesrly
ceuelng her death through the excitemecnt anl exposure,

It was known by the asuthorities in the vslley that the spaches
were out andi ther sent word to me to be on the lookeout. It wes in
the fall of the yesr ani we were harvesting our corn ani I was conming
from the fiedl ani lain down to rest ani this men Tully Richards,
he snl Charlle ﬁhitlnc hal their femllles out in the mountains near-
by where the muriering wee done but the Inilans hai never located
them, that wss all that soved them, he came to me, he hai Just recelved
the word that morning ani he came to me anil called me an' esld, "Broe

ther Nelson, the Thompson famlly are 21l muricred,"

I sald, "Clve me that horse, Where 1n the vorid is your family?®
And I ran after him to get the hor-c and he woulin't let me have
him and he went in the iirection of the famillies eni I got on my

horee end I got there end helpel to gather the icsl ani some of us
went to find the famllles that were unprotected out in the mounteins.

We expected teo find them all killel btut to our grest surprise the
word hal got to them sn? we met them coming all ezfe eni souni, I
seid to the hesl nen, "Gilve me the best horse snd .I'11 20 report about
15." There wre some more Mormon families and peovle living about

ten mlles avay. He sald, "You've got the best horse in the company."”
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And my horee was entirely given out anl I eoul? not get a man to vol-
unteer to go with me ani went on that afternoon and many times never

expz2eted to live a minute but nevertheles:s went on eni reported the
murdering, And sometime that night I sew a man of the range who had

a negro wife, He got in about nine thet night and he hai about

thirty men in a round up, gathering esttle ani we were after them

to cee 1f they couldn't loceste the murderers, And he saild, "mait
until morning." I sall, "Give me that horse snd I'll go get those

men out tonlght." 8o he got on his horse and went off and the men
went out that night to try to head off the murderers but we were unable
to do 1it,

I got back home the next Jay., The boye were laid out and I
thought the boys that were wounded would be dead but to my surprise
he was stlll allve and in two weeks was up and about, They said to
me, "Your family is weeplng for you, They think that you have fallen

into the hands of th® e murdercrs.” I was 2 mile snd & half from
home and I went on home and found my fasmily., They were all happy to

get together agaln alive, We were all boarded un and all the families
lived in the three small houses together, not knowing what minute
we would be attacked by those murderers, That day end the next day

we got slxteen men together and started on the trall egain to try to

locate the Indlan and we got out in the mountains nine or ten miles
avay anl they sald 1t was no use to go on until just I and the old’
parson, Williams, wes all that was left and the others hei‘gone baek.
But before this they hal muffled the horses' feet with a raw-
hidie seck and1 they didn't make a mark, The cnly way we could trail
them was where they had gone through the brush ani knocked off leaves,

Away to a great distance there were two pointe staniing up in the
mountain and I saeid to myself theat was where they hal! gone., I rode
hard all day by myself and when I got within a mile snd a half of
thoee peaks I located the trscks of the murderere., How I d4id this
I sew the mule trecks and crawled on my hanie and knees and Xnew

that I hai the right tracks, I went within helf of 2 mile of the
pointe on the slde of my horse. It was in the fall and I wss high

in the mountains, I had nothing to eat but I had a good rifle. I
unsadiled the horse and tled him to a tree and something sald, "Go
rigzht baek."™ I listened to that snd went back ani threw the saddle

on my horse, I rode down into a deep canyon on the west of these
pointe and Jown in there I found great numbers of fresh horses' tracks.

There was no mule's tracks but i1t wrs where this buneh of men had been
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the 1ay before,
I tried to trall them out ani I followed iown the canyon for 2 mile

or two, It was becoming late and when I got out on the weat the night
was on, It elouded up ani rsined, snowed and s51%2t<d, and I was soaked
through ani through, I wass Just in my shirt sle®ves, Thst night 1t was

so derk I couldn't see the horse's ears, I went west and foundi = roed
there, Had I turned to the north I would have met up with the sixteen
men who have followed my directions to the peaks and there 1s no question
tut what somebedy would have got killed., Again I was directed south,

the other way turned south and got out of the snow, Then it was so dark
I couldn't sce the hopge's cars, I wae on a cattle trall and I kept
losing 1%, then I woull cerawl asround and find the trall but I couldn't
follow it and I declded that I would stay there until morning. I located
a place unier a couple of little trees ani under that there were iry
leavéds., I unsaidled the ﬁorse, hobbled him, took a stick and dug out a
trench, While ’oing this T was 1isturbel by two horsemen coming on the
run right to me, and 1t wes qulte exelteable for me, I had my rifle on
one Knee waiting for something to develop., They cere quite close to me,
It wes & couple of wild range horses and =28 soon s&a they stoppei, they

gave a snort and ran.

I dug out the trench and 1sy down on my back, I was wet through,
cold ani chilling and hungry. I lay down in that trench and pulled

the wet saddle blanketa over me and wes soon asleep. I lay in thst po-
sition until morning, At break of lay I got up, saddlel the horse and
went for home, The company of 16 men located my tracks and followed me
to my home, We startel back, sixtesn or elghteen of us, and campei at
" the foot of the buttes where I wes the nlght before, We proved that

the outlaws were out on the pcaks, That wrse the Indlans' custom to stay

on the peaks for days to rob ani then go to thelr strong-holi,

gSometime before this, a 12t of the Apaches broke out from the re¢secre

vation end broke for the line across Mexieo, It was a bunch of about

ten or twelve men, women, and little children. Whenever they wanted to
cateh those that had broken out, they would get some of thelr own people
to trail them through the mountains., They would scatter out abreast and
keep weaving back snd forwsrls and every 1ittle bit everyone geve a rip
to us, a sign to go on, They would go on miles and miles on the trall

of the outlaws, They got onto the camp 2 little while before night of
this buneh of ten or twelve, It appears that the men were all gone but

one wee left with the women, or the bunch of squaws. "hen they located
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them they lay right there until lsrk, then luring they night they got

onto the eamp within a ressonable waiting distance znd remained there
until morning, Just at Isaylight, the women were up an?! one hour and
twenty minutes later, the 0ld outlaws rolled out, T ey had orders not
to shoot the women. They shot, and iown the 0ld outlaw went sni they
maie & rush for the camp leaving all the firesrms therc. The outlaw
ren and got away from them; they rushed to camp and never got a one of
them, They zot on the trail and followed the outlew who dled, and the
squawe pllei rocks on him; but he hal gone twenty or thirty miles be-
fore he diel and they never got one alive,
The other bunch got away ani ecome down cloge to where we lived
and loecated up in the point of & high mountain, They had a pair of
the finest fleld glacees made and they loested the troops the day
before coming snd their scouts loeated thg camp on the mountain and
surroundel the mountain nc goon as possibly they could, In the morne
ing the indlian troops were all gone snd hed left a little girl six or
seven years old, in esmp, They left half & weter jug for the little
girl and a piece of meat and told her that they were going after meat
and for her to remain there andi when the troops came up, the little
glrl fought them like a tlger, with rocks,
Then they came on over into the section of the country where we
Tived 1in the Mexlecon settlement above, ani they had the little girl with
them, They trailed them to right west of our 1ittle Mormon town on a
hlgh peak where they could see four different atates, And the Apache
troops would trall them by a 1ittle pebble turned over or a blade of
grass turned over, They went on the mountaln, located the camp, and
came back lown to the colony, shooting a beef, cutting 1t up and carrye-
ing 1t back on the mountaln., Vhen they found the scouts were on their
trall, they set the wountains afire., Then the troops came on down about
ten mlles to where we lived, and the river was very high and it wos ime
poscible to cross, Feth and I had a little skiff and we worked all day

crossing the troope and horses over the river, Ve drowned one horae,

Everythling was croesed with safety but that. Then they o on out to
San Berdino to hesd quarters. There was the bunch of seven men and
two squaws, that same buneh thst killel the Thompson family, They
were still around the country but were perfectly pescesble. We know
they had chancee to teke 1ife but they hel declided to ecesse that kind
of work. They would come into the little town at night ani take
clothes off the llne, We lald 1t to the Mexlicans, That occurred
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several timee., I wes up the canyon about 12 mileg from home; it wzs

a decp canyon, and hsd high mountains on one slde, There was a clump
of lar-e ash trees, lerge oak and poplsr trees that were the largest I
hai ever seen, Some were thirty feet in 1lameter, Right in mid day
they had the appesrasnce of dusk, I waes bullding a water wheel for the
purpose of making shingles in s little mountain etream. I went on up
in there about six milee hunting deer, anl while I waa trallings and
hunt ing them I came onto the camp fire, It was nlight, The Veseal
stalks grow extensively; 1t was as sweet ae candy and they would roast
it and use 1t for food. I came onto the fresh fire. I had shot at deer
ani 1t had glven them the signal and they made awsy, Yhen I came on
the fire my enimal commenced sniffing and snorting and I thought they
would kill me, I Just got out of the saddle and ran my hani through
the coals and got in the ssddle and went off as pesceably as I had
come, an1 I rode a ay and went down and reported wh=t I had seen. 014
Colonecl Nalia Casa Lisca, of the people of the state of Sonors, snd he
wns the lav, he had toll me he had killed men for stealing a ceow and
they had been on the trall of thes Indlans, and I sent word to him
that I had them located, and he sent word to me to return and I ree~
turned and took a posse of men the next day., We located them on the
trail and found thea, tie nine of them, om the recf of a cliff, all

chéwing mescal,

The seacon before, they came into the corn flelils ant stole eorn
until all their animals were all stuffed witn corn and would stesal
clothee off the line and the owners of the flells deseided to hunt him

out, and they came on them 2t noon and were just ready to go on, and
0ld Tom Allen, a half breed from Oklahoma, and Martin Herris were the
two men, and 1ln plac: of them going on, the Indians came right to thenm,
and as they startei to come to them 0ld Tom said, "We've got to keep
ealm,” and Tom atepped out, A young squaw wsa on the lead and all had
the packs of corn, and the 0ld chlef and gsquaw were the nex! two, and
then the five young bucks, When the young one saw Brother Allen, she
gave the egignal end they all -topped. She whirled, anl! all vent to

run but the two old outlaws themeelves, They could colleet recturns

for their scalps., When the young one and five bucke whirle? and ran,

the two 0l1ld outlaws rustled for the gune which were tied on the saddle,

s/nd when he went to pet his gun, 01d Tom shot him in the bresst and he
rearei back and lsid on the horse behind him., He had a little boy bee

hind him, ani when he heard the exeltement, he stuck his head out and

got one bullet in the neck and the; both fell dead, The old woman wss
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st1ll trying to get her gun and old Tom shot and killed her., And the
others were not seen but some of the horses were found with the pecks
of corn on thelr backs, Right at that time, Prcas, Ivine and Owen
Vooiruff were iown vigiting *‘he ecolony, First they thourht they would

report 4t but decided not to, President Ivine and % odruff and all the

company of men went out mext day right to where they had killed them.
They dlscovercd one wss a woman but they dug graves in the rocks and

covered them up, The men that d4id the kllling got some of the old
relicke thet many would buy, It wos reported to the Cess Lasca Agrandres

puthorities ani1 they sent a bunch of men and they dug him up and stripped
the clothes off for rellece and they demanded the reword but they wouldn't

pay a cent, nelther the U, 8, nor Mexieco, That ended the trouble with
the Indians in that part of the country. Down in the gectlion of the

ecountry there was a vhole place where nobody lared go but the murderers,
There were the Apache and Mexican murderers in there together and they
would come up on our renge and drive our cattle off ahd alwsys cut the
the brand of the horses on the treee Jjust to show us that they were ine

dependent, We eould never resch them, We lived there eleven years in

that place and never had any trouble cxecept that they would steal the
stock, That was in Chuachupa,
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for the common ¢ood of all and in turn recieved his living necessities
from the store "ouse. Most of the sottlements had & common estines teble
vhere everyone ete together men, vomen, end children end pesce =nd
hermony prevailed among them. The people built & creat mill snd put in
274 acrees of crops ever half in wheat. They milked 42 cows &nd the
pattery wes owned by Mr. Behrman. J. A. Woods taught the school. In
dan. 1888 the popudlation was 277, The people however beceme dissetisfied
b ceuse of frequent crop fallures and the deficulty of farming snd
sbondoned the proflect.
Bunset

Sunset was settle By Lot °mith end Compeny of 50 men snd their
femily. Merch 23, 1876 1t %ﬁs loceted on the notth side of the 1little
Coloredo, Smiles north of the Present sit of Vienrlo the settlers were
led by President Brigham Young to colonize along the Bank of the little
Coloredo. From cotton wood logs they Build houses a comumity Dinning
hell and & well the camunity thrive am in 1828 in population wes 136
combinetion was malle with Brighem in the Building of a Dam 2} miles long
the settlements latter this vwes merked out and also the sendy lend and
Tifrecilty of Zragation the settlers were till finley 1285

all had left But Lots Smiths Famlly which separted in 1888,

Joseph City Yes Settled er, 24, 1876

I P, ¥, Nelson was one of the company thet %
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On the 23nd day of Oct, 18 6 59 years ngo 4+ first crossed
the le 8 ferrv and the Kib b forset, It was then commonly dnown as
the Buckskin Mountains becaues of the fact that the Indians broght
many de=er skins into the set lsments for trade which ware taken
from cde=r Billed upon this mountain, The Indisns who oc-upied the
mount=in,were the Kaabab branch of the Phute tribe, The word in the
Kiabab in the Indian dialect means " the mountain which lies down®
fresly translated, Flat top mountnin., The forset wi:s at hat time
.the home of many de«r,

01ld Trailer that could te 11 great stories I comencre writing
before, my legs were long enough to reach across the back of a
horse I wig in the sad le until I reached the age of mid le 1life, On
that trip which brought me here, I crossed the Colorado at Lee's
Ferry when the orossing w:is wvery dangerous., We went through what is
now the State of Arizona, There wae fh not a mile of railroad of any
kind, In the state of New Mexico in Arizona in Utzh Northern Fexas or
Southern California had I nor anyother boraon sugestad at the time
the good roads would be eonstructed into this then remote reginn,
That people would come form all parts of the world to g=ze upon and
admire its beauties and granduer that the pourney would be made from
the then outposts of civiliasati n to this point in a single day that
a platial hot=]l would be erected here Ior the accomadatiorn and comfort
of guests he would gave been reygnred as elther a harmless dr=amer
or a dangerous lunatic but not withstanding thie we who have lived
through this period hive se=n all of this and more accomplished Roads
mace be man thread the world, We travel over them now on band=s of steel
of #n luxurous motor cars or through the air, Only yester ay nur roads
ware mere trzild blaged be fearless intreped me-, through unknown
fo . sets, over snowdad mountains, and across trackless desserts, The
romance =2nd tragedy of the old trails will never be told or writtem
It cannot be for the men who made wnrecorded history along these de-
vioys ways have long since gone to trend the path of another world,
leaving 1it le of mecorded history behind them, "n these o0ld trails
men hove perish=d from thirst and summer and from cold and lack of
food in winter, heuve been mas acred be snvagec heve killed ench oth-r

P——"

for possemsion of precious fluids containsd inthe witer hnoles scnt -

i
- A



(2)

through which the trails passed., Young men and maidens gave pledged
their faith, Mothers B ve given given birth to children and holy men
h ve sscrificed their lives for religions sake, Noone ¢ n tell the
story as time and fate have raecorded 1%,

Thr Pirst white man in theCountry who wrs the first to enter
and sxplore this inter mountain country? I cdo not know Father Esclane
te go far as we are aware w g8 the firast white man to pass through the
nei hbor hood where we now are,

At Less's Ferry on the big ?Colorado He left Sanata Fe Wew Mexi-
co about the intention of blaxing a trail through to California
‘euching Utah Lake he turnsd south and finally decided to return to
hie starting point which he reached after experiencing many hardships,
On his return he croscsed =2t the Colorado at "wado de los pa res"
about thirty miles a ove Lees Ferry /ust east of us, Jedediah Smith
with a small pargy of trappers explored the Salt Lake baein travled
south on thr route which we fo}lowed down to its junction with the
Colorado where he crossed into what is now the state of Arizona,

The {irst white man so far as we are aware to enter the territory

four years later, Wiliiam Wolfskil with a small party went over the
game route leaving the rio virgin anc st iking ncross the desert to
Loe Veg:s Nevada and to the Cajon Pass to Cnlifornis, The firast eife=
ctive erfort maRke to Colonize and develop comumity life in the rocky
mountain region was be the mormon pioneers, It is true that others

had pas ed over the route bafore isolated forss and trading vost had
been esteblished but not -ne h=d come with the inteintion of remaining
and making homes in this u nhospitable part of the West, When the
pione-rs first entered what is now the southern part of Utah add
Northern Arizona it was a2 wild uninviting part of our country,

The hunting ground of the Ute Puite, Navagol And when the Incian

ssw the white men come #n with his covered wagons and plow, so forezble
portrayed by EBmersom Howe, With his flocke and herds to ent the grass
ané our civilization to firghten =sw'y the game which sboynded they
natural resented our encroschement e:ternal vigilance wne the price

of our ssfety and even then we were not safe, Food and clothing were

indispenseable and these could only ve obtained from cultivetion of the

208l and Zlockg -
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80il ani flocks “nd he ds, They gave us food with which to sustain
our bodies colthing with which to cover them, They became our most
cherished possessions., And like Isrezl of old we became a pastrol
people. Little at:-niion could be given to profescions and other
occupati-ns by which men now goin wealth, It wig in thés enivirnment
that my e:xrly 1life w s spent, I bscame a ender of flocks /nd herds
for others and then for myself and It wns under these circumstance in
constant contact with men of lide occupation that the ideals :d
asperations that hwve governed my life were formed, These riders of
the hills and plains men of unsurpassed coursge but with hesrts ag
tender as the hearts of women where acts of mercy were required as
was often the oaae'profoundly religous they held in revential respect
the religion of others not many anduble prayers were szid by them but
when the days work wi.s finished ami the blanket spresd for the night
maﬁy silént petitions went up to the throne of Grace in gratitude fo
blessing a received and others desieed., One day a Anthony W, Ivine a
man put his though s into verses and this is what he e=id,

0 Lord, I've never lived where churched grow,

I love creatin better as it stood

The cday you dineshed it so lomg =go,

And looked upon your work, and called it good

I know that others find you in the light

Th t's sifted down through tinted window panes,

And that I too have found you here tonight,

In this dim twilight on the plzins,

I thank thee, Lor , that I am placed so well,

That Thou h s make my freedom so complete,

That I'm no slave ofwhistlw, clock or bell

Or weadeyed prisoner ina walled-up street

Just let me 1 ve my 1lifes ns I've begun,

Give to me work that's opento the sky,

Make me= a partme with the wind and aun,

And I'11l not =sk a place that's soft or high,

Let me be eny on theman that's down,
Let me be free and generous uith =11,

I'm c2 eless, Lord somethimes when I'm in town,
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But never let them call me mean or small,

M ke me big an. open, like the pl-ins on which I rice,

Fonest as the horse between my knees, Clean ¢+ thewind that blows
behind the rain,

Free as the hawk, which circles cown th« breeze,

Forgive me Lord, when sometimers I forger;

You know the reasons which are hid,

You dnow avout the things that gall and fret,
you know me better than ny mother did,

Just deep an eye on all thats said and done,
Just reigh me, always, when I trun aside,

And quide me on the long dim trail ahead,
Which étretches upward toward the Great Devede.

I w:8 not one who sough the downfall of my neighbdrs that I
might riese to greater height but fust & brave plainspoken man that
asked only to be léfe to follow his own faith and occupation knowing
that the Loxd is knocking at the doors of the hearts of all men and
if they will only leave the latch string on the outside as it always
hengs on his csbin door the Lord will come in and bring peaceto their
souls, The canyons below us =nd the mountains nbove have witnesased
scenes more Pathetic more tragic than those told by any book mark.
The trees, the grass the animals and the living str=sams of water
teach lessons which cannot be fo nnt have personal contact with them
Battles with Indisns have bsen fought not far from where we are to=-
night,

The Tragecdy of "lavingers Aamuel Coavinger had sold his ranch in
Arizona =nd started for the state of ?Washington to make his home.
He had a team of six horses and two wugone which he drove himself
and a band of looese horses driven by a white man and a negro and
a grown adopted daughter ususlly riding with them, When they cme to
the Lee's Ferry croesing they remained there for about ten days or
two weeks to rest the stock. The Mother and daughter =seemed to-be
Southern very Rind spoken people snd af® r they had rested they moved
on to continue their journey. Wnen they got on the Buckskin Mountains
the first night they omped just =sbowe us., It appears as well as I

have been able to lesarn that plans were make between the t wo ridara
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The white man and negro to;o

The white man and Nefro to murder the old couple for the plunder, He was
loaded with & broke down store or to pay their expenses. The first might
they landed on the Puekskin “ountains and stopped forthe night. The old
people efter spending the enening around the Camp fire aspresd the bhed
down on the ground snd went to bed. The arrangements “ere all mede for
the "urder. The young woman who knew zbout the plans but dared not revel
it for deat of herlife went off into the Cedars where she wouldn't be
able to see or hear anything that went on. After she left the “urders
erushed the heeds of the old couple with their axe then takling thelr pick
and shovel and made & grave end rolled them into it bedding end sll so
all bddod stains were concesled and crooeded them and leveled off the
ground then bullt a flre over the spot. It was very late in the Night wh-
en the young woman came back to camp and everything was accomplished
according to the T"urders desires. When I knew the Young lede &t the TFerry
she was tall and slender and seemingly in a delics=ted condition., Whet
kind of a shock thls geve her when she returned I am not eble to say but
it must have been swful, From that on she was compelled to acknowledge
the white man s her husband. They ceme into Kanedb pedling the goods

and idling slong as if nothing he@ ever haeppened and &s they went slong
they kept dispoeing of the horses and other goods. They Rept on in this
way until they srrived in Wyoring and were in separete business, the

pirl and the white men still l'neing s man and wife and the ne-ro
driftine on. Time pess~d on for about two yveers when so eone pessing from
lLee's Ferry over the mountain on the old Lrall where the murder was
commited they noticed so-e erows setting there pulling and picking at
something end upon invertigation they found the ccrners of the blendits
exposed. To all appeesrnance a coy.te hedbeen digeing there. There was

es invertigation whieh exposed the murdered bodies of the 0ld couple

They wern't lonc ldenlefving the bodiss &and discovering themurders vere,
And t en the officers started to trail them. The officers hsd not troudble
in following the treil of the murderes. They followed them through Utah
end Ideho the followed them throurh Uteh and Idsho end found them men

and woman in the state of Vyoming still living #s8 men end wife, She conf-
essed snd told the whole =tory. The nerro wes soon loceted end the men were

arrested con ricted and executed for the murder.
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The trepedles of the canyons ere meny on the 24 day of May 1878
Lorenzo L. Roandy wes drowned whiteé attempting to cross the river et lLee's
Ferry. I cressed Lee's Terry in Jenuary of the seme year and the erossing
wes very dangcrous. In 1889 ¥rand 1. Broun waes drowned when endevering
to make a survey of the cenyon with & view of construecting & railroad
threugh it. Feve days lster Peter H: fhborrough a menber of Broyns rarty
wes also drowned and the rallway projJect &' endoned., I remenber seeing gr-
rat piles of rallvay tool end equipment piled at the Ferry.

Grave thelr Llives to Explore the canyon Probably the mest psthetie
trepgedy 0. G. and Seneca Holland end Villdam He Dunn these men were of
the party that accompanied major Powell on his first jounrnyg down the
canyon. I remember seeing then pess through Berry's velley or Clendsle
came county Utah in 1871. They meesured the distenee thet they traveled
with one single wheel about 8ft. in dismeter with shaves on it that weas
festened onto t e mule and en instrument on the hub thet tecorded the
number of revolutions the wheel made in a day. I spesk of this to show the
contrast between the Af methods 65 yeers apo end now,They 1ift the mafor
deelaring they preferred the risk of ¢#1dg/ cdimbing the sheer walls of
the canyon and sttempting to resch the settlement believing that it
would be Impossible to survise in the further attempt to pass through
the rorpge. The ma jor offered to relesse any who offered to go with the
two brothers and Dunn 1ift with them. When they resched the cok’fs fer
above the river they waved farewell to the major when he pushed his boat
of{ into the rapids. A few days efter the 'afor reached his fourneys end
the mouth of the Rio ¥irgin the !olland bfothers and Dunn reasched the rim
of the cenyon. Vhere they were dilled by the shevirtt Indians.

"y assocesation with the mountasin snd woods have brought much unhe-
ppiness and joy to me as vell es sorrows. The story which I will relate
enclosing may be of interest to yow,

(I am rewriting from soneone elses experience)

‘One evening we d¥df# dreve into a mountain velley throush which a
stram floved to the nortn following it sbout 2 miles there wes no road
end descent was steep and rough but by csreful driving we resched the
bottom in salfety at & point where the cenyon widened out snd two streams -
ceme together. In the forks of the stram on the spot of high ground

covered with sress and sheded by scettered pine trees we esteblished

iether

samnl Thestream was bordered with willows end there vwes meedows on
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side upon which cattle were prazing, Vhile the mountain seke was chvered
with a veriety of flowveres. We unhitched hobbled and put bells on our
horses snd turned them out to graze. Ve gathered some wood end pitched
our tent 'nd by the time darkness set in we were ready for the night.
It wes a beautiful night a jull moon rose over the ridges and looked
down through the pines like a great search light 1lluminsting the ecanyo-
ns until it was almost as light as day. Trout splashed in the stream,
Frog crooked crikets cheaped incessantly. Myrads of lnseets fluttered
around our campfire many of then to be cought in the flames and
destroyed. Night Hawks drummed as they passed swiftly through the eir in
pursuit of the inseects upon whiéh they fed.

The kinship of wild life whith cities.
From the top of the glent deasd pine Just across the creek & horned owl
heoted end way off on the mountainside a coyote howled dismally. From
the top of & junfper ree just above the cemp & mocking bird sang es only
& mocking bird sings on a moonlight night. Changing rapidly he imitated
all thenotes known to his feathered compenions /## end meny percullar to
nimself. His soneg wes like & medly of lod melodyes. A whipepoor-will cel-
led from & bush nesr cemp and waes ansvered by enother Tar off down the
ecenyon. Farther off we heard the bark of & grey wolf, I thought as I
con emplated tonkkht in the greet cities of electric lights are converting
nieght into day as the moon is the conyon here. There is music end innoec-
ence hanrpiness there as there is here. The human beast of prey are there
too and come out from their hiking places in the dardness seeking whom t
they may devour. The humen moth are also there fluttering sround meny of
them to be csught in he flemes enc¢ destroyed and I thought how slike we
are. ifow like man Natmre is snd how like nature man with the exception.
There in the greagt city sll is the result of studied design while here
in the wilds 1t is the sponteneous ce!ls of the wild things to meture,

The fonlowing morning thw aun rose bright snd rsdient. There was not
a cboud in the sky. Ve walked up to the Juniper tree where the mocklng
bird wes singing and esrefully drawing nside the branches.fqund e nest
with the mother bird upon it she only fiew when we slmost f%uched her
end then just to a branch of the dead pine across the ereck from which
she scolded us for our intrudance Tittle fluffy with big hends and we

11t the nest the mother biré returned wvhile the male from his perch on
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the deed pine =ang 23 though his throet would split.
We Tished down the stram taking the trout %“ehing e roch here or e

ripple there or under s willow yonder the flsh taking the fly es I

had never known them to do before. Just below camp we dlscovered a truRey
her #nd her brood that were scratching on the réver bottom and they ser-
mbled up the mountainside and took refruge in he rocks. A little farther
on & flock of perots foew Trom where they were feedineg on the cones in
the top of thepine trees and were mway with a pgrest chatter eand fdppping
of wings the morfng sun flickerinsin the red and sreen end yellow of
their bolies like burnish pold. A doe and two fruns ren out from the
willows end stopped on the mounteinséde looking beck et us with their
bigihezel eyes as thourh wondering who we could be. As the day sdvenced
the heat became oppressive., Suffenly the fish cessed to bite and the
birds to sing. The cattlé 1lift themeedows &nd hastly tralled up into

the side canyons. AIlock of crows flew silently over our heads snd tood
refruge under a cliff. On the mountein side all nature had suddinly
became hushed and seened opprissed. We knev it was the e¢elm vhich pre=-
ceeded thesummer storm and tmrned hestily brek to cemp as we dild soqléf/
chouds rolled up over the ridres to the south like pgrat poles of pop
corn and & breeze was bdowing from that direction. When we resched

camp vwe {ounded the horses already there backed unon the lower side of a
grove of trees, Ve hastily tied snd threw blankets on them., The dogs
whimed and erept into tent. The mockling bird flew from His perch on the
funiper tree sand tood refruge under a cdiff near by. "e hed sesrely

time to gsther together our cemp cgubpment and cerry it into t e tent and
securely tie the door when the storm broke in sll its fury. The windhad
ineresszed to & gale the clovds vere black =2nd ominous lirhtening flsshed
and thunder rolled rain came down in torrents. Great hall stones fell
beating down the grass and fiowers end tearing the tender branches rom
the trees. A bdlt of lightening struck the dead pine Just scross the
creek and tore it into & thousand pelces sec:ttering them all srcund us
vhich was strongl- impresnsted with pitch which wes burning beightly
while the storm rared. The creek which e few monents befor had been a
cleasr mountein stream was a rading torrent. Free torn up by the roots

forted pest while boulders looscd from the mountsdnsside by rivulets
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which Tlowed sverywhere rolled down into the cenyon with noise like
thunder. Fortunetely the storm was of short duration. It ceased e&s
unexpectedly 2= it hed ceme. The coluds rolled away =#nd the sun came ott
and looking complecently down on the have wrought =s though it had been
a- uneventful sutumn day.

The mocking bird prove it's a True Pather as we stepped out into
the sunshine the mocking bird flew from his shelter under the profecting
rock and hopping emongs the lLranches of the fundper tree uttering notes of
alarm, Ve went over and drswing e&slide the inner branchesfound the mother
bird there upon thenest drad. True to the instinec$ of all flesh she had
protected her voung while the storm beat out her life. The littze birds
were safe, Ve took he tiny body end disesed &8 graveat the root of a pine
tree near cemp werefully burried it. There was & crave elresdy there e
mound of which was covered with large stones. On one side of the tree
the trunk of which had been blazed the word, Fleete had been made be
driving mails into the trunk the heads only being visible but thestory of
thet crave will be snother story of the tragedy of thewoods, Before we
left camp the little mocking birds were grown the male bird had fed them
by day eand sheltered them at night but there had been no more singing.
He had fust done hils duty with & geave h srt &= many fether have done
b-fore and since. As he sat wetching his voung try their wings in short
flight from tree to tree I knew that he would soon leesd them sway to
thelr winter home inthe south where he would find enother mste to take
the plece of her who had giwen her life thet his off spring might live.
Agein I sey how slike we are after all the joys and sorrows of life come
to the wild thines of the woods es they do to us. How much they feel and

suffer no one can say,

Brigham City the Arizona Settlements
Bricsham elty was first caelled Ballenger 1t wes located ju't scross the
river [rom Sunset at & point one mile North of the present seti of
"inslow., It was settled March 1876 by Jesse 0. Ballenger and his company
of about fifty femily. They built a rock ofort 200 't. squsre and seven
feet high in which the settlers built homes, They also built severat

corunity houses and they lived in & friendly end brotherly association

known as the United Qrder. In this system every one contributed his labor
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