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COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

Mrs. Juanita Brooks
98 U Street
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Mrs. Brooks,

I appreciated your letter of November 8 and had hoped to answer it
before now. I have been quite busy but intend to indulge myself in personal
correspondence before things begin in full=-swing again.

I realize the truth about vour statement goncerning the harm that
disharmony can do to children who don't care a rap about the issues, But,
I also know the intellectual and psychic harm that can come to someone
who is indoctrinated to believe that doubt is sinful, I went through painful
self-castiration because I felt that my doubt was =omehow related to,lust
and I had no one to turn to. Perhaps this is why several years of m§““~—f_J; U
college experiences were spent in fighting the logic and evidence of
professors who had no institution to defend. I know now that when I make
a moral decision, I must stand behind the consequences, I can't foist the
tragic consequences off onto an inavailable god.™ Ti«hests.mere now, but
the-sr¥asie-concequenses 1 feel more honest and honorable despite comments
that have been made about the quality of my character. I try not to have
paranoid feelings, but I am not blind.

I would prefer to have my children raised creedless than saddled with
an ossified theology; dubiously defensible in the 19th century and almest . '«a'l)
without excuse in the 20th., The heavy institutional hand was felt most
keenly when my wife, in severe distress over my defection sought the "help"
of Hugh B. Brown. You know the tragic situation when a Mormon husband
carried his wife's salvation with him during his defection. £Lven here
(or especially here) the Mgrmon church fails to be charitable. In order to
maintain the myth of stability of temple marriages, they refuse divorces
(again.God's will desensitize@ them), condeming women to miserable anguish
over their soul's salvation. President Brown told her that my defection
was only a temporary, young man's revolt (how could he know?) and that
if she kept the faith and set an example, I would soon realize the error
of my ways. How is that for advice? Now, I wonder if he has carefully
examined such an important conclusion. Do you suppose that he has pade
an honest study about the rate of return of academicians who find Mormonism
no longer acceptable in the light of further infoPmatien? Such infdrmation =
wewdd«be critically important for an overall counseling pattern. You can
well imagine that secular counselors must modify the importance of the
husband's role in her soul's salvation if she is to remain a good mother
in the same house with a defected husband. It secems to me that other doubts
must enter her mind if she is not to have pity andfor contempt for the
wretch of a man who cannot see the higher light,.

I cannot share your hope that there is something salvagable in the
Mormmon Church for thoughtful people who feel that doubt is a necessary
quality for the moral person., The desire of the "leaders" to maintain
the status quo'%e- fragically immoral in this day and ace wherenew problems
require a sturdy review of olver solutions. Geed it Ve
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But enough of this. I might be coming throuch Salt Lake. Perhaps
I can meet you then,

e
Sincerely your friend, ﬁ @‘1 : !/ Lep.O
Y, JhAate
(b siatics) |
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St. Georpe, Utah
Cctober 7, 1665

Dear Boyd Mathias:

Thank vou for vour letter written sc¢ long ago, hut stating
facts as true now as then. I think th:t you have done the
best thing . Perhaps as your children mature, they will see
and follow the lopic of your thinking, or some of them will.

My prohlem is similar, but in reverse. /My Mother is 88, and
a devout, unquestioning member, ¥hile I do not trcuble her
greatly with arpuments, 4+ do refuse to go to the Temple on
the pround that my work is for the living and not the dead,
and besides, I'm 'sealed" to tne wrong man!

I'm encloring these two itens. Y6u've no doubt seen the
prosrectus of the DIALIGUE, I wonder, trving to follow a
middle ro=d and not alienate any, £f they will not lose
hoth liberals and conserv~tives.

With the idea of 'Mormon Yistorians" I'm also at variance,
lihy not attempt to be just an 'istorian? That's chzllenpe
enough, Why should a being a Mormon have to modify wecrking
at history%

%he only adventage in identifying myself as a mamber is that
the Irstitute end Semin-ry people occasionelly zck me to
sreak to their students. I have protested so much and
pointed out instanrces of the 're-writires of Mermon history
during the 1870 end 1880 ~=first to defend and rrove pol gemy
ard to perretuate the mvths of the Three l'itnesses rnd also
the Three Nephites--that I am suspect in the local group.

ind now lately our great swing in re-writing again, when Nibley
doee the biogravnhies of the leaders, naming only ONE wife,

I muet not get started at thise I write only to say Tharks
for introducing me to The Depvty and the basic moral problem
underlying it, not only for the Fope but for the leaders and

lavmen of 3all relipions.

T hope you find hapninees and succees in this new undertaking,

f%ncerelyéﬁih Py ﬁiﬁ
4

C. Bovd Msthias /

Raymond College

University of the 'acifie

Stockton, Californis

95204



;T Et. Veerge,; Utah
Ccteber 6, 1956

Stzte Prard of Edveation
E1ate,Céhiff1 _
Salt Late Citv, Ctak LUl R mh=

GGant  ement %

I vpderstand that Mra, lary Morrie Phoenix 1s'Being considered
as an Epprlisl Teacher at the ‘Dixie Vieh Schoel in+ft. George,
«nd gaked if I venld write 'mv eva’ngfinn of her

I kave heen asved tc write vou ' my epinfen ofi Mrs, Mary PLoenix
a8 a rrospective teacher of hirh ﬁchrcl Enklish at tle Dixie
Figh wchnﬁl in 5t. Qecrre. T am verv! ewrv fa de *Liy.

1T selehie ¥re, Thoenix' /Marv Merris/ dux in my cla&ses Avring
her junior eond sericr'vesrs of hirh schooli: '~ Bhe was's surerior
 gtudent,. a Vp aciers avid reader, a perceptive one, with a
mos! wnpstal memcry  and an avpreciatien'hot tommen in a
high sclrel student. T'ater''she™Lad a''clase iR ' Great Books
as an exteranicn celirsas frem the Tniveredty of “teh with ne.

$N 00
T think + Peed bthat kres Phoenix is competert

' ' y BT EE

This change from tie prades tpo senior high scecl melevld be
poicd o for w5l ) apnoerned. o Whiide L, am snre dli; t Yre phoenix is
#h ‘excellent teacher of snmalis ¢hil ‘ren, I helieve il-t ehe iw;;
enreal more to the more matire onese..

I heartily aprrove of this

r
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546 North Main, St. George, Utah
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Juanita Prooks
346 North Main
St, George, Utah
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346 North Main A » 3 e
 St. “eorge, Utah .
: , December 7, 1963 .. ¢
"'Mr. Andy Nelsoh
Morgan, Utsh

Dear Friend Andy:

Than_ybﬁ;sblmuch for sending the records of your father,
Waldemar T. Nelson. T have been looking through them, and
find them very interesting indeed.

I do feel thst we should have a one-page summary of the
life of your father, that we might get this detailed part
into focus--that we might better understsnd what we read.

For example: I begin with the earliest volume here on March 20,
1888, without knowing whether or not Waldemar is married or
aingle, how many children he has, if any, or exactly where he
is living. Socon I discover that February 15 is his birthday,
and your note on the front tells me that he came to America

in 1861, when he was seven years old. From this I conclude
that he is 34 years old when this record begins,(born in 18543

Could you provide a brief biographical summary:
Date and place of birth---Date and place of death
Date mm@#mumme of marriasge to his first wife---her name

date of her death if she died early

Names and =ges of her children
Date of second marriape and name of wife

Names and ages ©of their children--deaths too,

if possible
A brief summary of his activities.

I conclude too that he lives near the villapge of Morgan,
rerhape a few miles out--in what direction? How far from
Cgden, which seems to be a shooping center. What ie the Iland
to which he refers often?

I'm being very awkward about this, I know. What I'm hoping,
Andy, is that you will give some additional information from
which we may prepare an introduction to these folumes. For
my record as well as for yours, I will summarize what I have:
1 volume, pzrer bound in brown 5 x 11% inches, unnumbered
pages covering the dates March 26, 1888~ June 15, 1894;
information typewritten on the cutside of front cover.
1 thin, alphabetized day book, mottled paper cover with
top torn off, covering June 14, 1894~ December 19, 1894
3% x 7 inches
1 plain paper cover, alphabetized, 4% x 10 inches,
covering Dec. 20, 1894 tp February 13, 1896,
brown pardbosrd cover, 3 3/4 x 6% inches covering
February 14, 1896 to July 15, xftg&e 1899.
1 larger brown cover 5F x 11% From April 27, 1909-

-

February 18, 1913 Cover)
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