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February 7, 1963 

I a ppreciated your letter of Nov;ember 8 and had hoped to answer it 
before now. I have been quite busy but intend to indulge myself in personal 
correspondence before things begin in full- swing again. 

I realize the truth about your statement aoncerning t he harm that 
disharmony can do t o children who don ' t care a rap about the issues , But, 
I also know the intellectual and psychic harm that can come to someone 
who is indoctrinated to believe that doubt is sinful. I went through painful 
self- castigation because I felt that my doubt was somehow related toklust 
and I had no one to turn to. Perhaps t his is why several years of my'---- ,_ ~ ( 0 
college experi ences were spent i n fighting the logic and evidence of 
professors who had no institution to defend. I knot-i' now tha t when I make 
a moral decision, I must stand behind the consequences • . I can' t foist the 1 . ~4'-i j '<,,S/ i /">'I • .r , ( tragic consequences off onto an Li\_navailable god. J,;1;.i'Attr1 i .aa:r:e now, out 
~M-~Pa~ie- e eaee~tteaeee I feel more honest and honorable despit~ comments 
that have been made about the quality of my character. I try not to have 
paranoid feelin~s, but I am not blind. 

I~ prefer to have my children raised creedless than saddled with 
an ossified theology; dubiousl y defensible in t~e 19th century and .J.most r , 
without excuse in t he 20th. The heavy institutional hand was felt most 
keenl y when my wife , in severe distress over my defection sought the "help" 
of Hu~h B. Brown. You know the tragic situation when a Monnon husband 
carrie~ his wife ' s salvation with hLm during his defection. Even here 
(or especially here) the M0 nnon church f ails to be charitable. In order to 
maintain the myt h of stability of temple marriages , they refuse divorces 
(again !God1 s wilt· desensitized them) , condeming women to miserable angui sh 
over their soul ' s salvation. President Brown told her that my defection 
was only a temporary, young man ' s revolt (how could he know?) and that 
if she kept the faith and set an example , I would soon realize the error 
of my ways. How is that for advice? Now, I wonder if he has carefully 
examined such an important conclusion. Do you suppose that he has l.!)ade 
an honest study about the rate of return of aca?P~iciaos who find Mormonism 
no l on;;er acceptable in the light of fur'the

1
r

1 ~t'o~a:t'4e1t1 Such information 
'l<NMlld ee critically important for an overall counsel ing pattern. You can 
well imagine that secular counselors must modify the importance of the 
husband' s role in her soul' s sal vation if she is to remain a good mother 
in the same house with a defected husband. It seems to me that other doubts 
mus t enter her mind if she is not to have pity and/ or cont empt for the 
wretch of a man who cannot see the higher light. 

I cannot share your hope that there is something salvagable in the 
Monnon Church for t houghtful peopl e who feel that doubt is a necessary 
qual ity for t~mor1-l person. The desire of the "leaders " to maintain 
t he status quo ~ {ragically immoral in this day and a rre where , new problems 
require a sturdy review of older solutions . ~ ,\ 1 , • 
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But enough of this . I might be coming t hr ouph Salt Lake. Perhaps 
I can meet you then. 



near Boyd Mnthias: 

St . Geor~e , Dtqh 
C'ctoher 7 , 1965 

'i'hpn lr you -for y0t1r lettPr writtPn so lOl" f" ap;o , hu t statinP, 
fact A an tn1e now as thP.n . I t liink tlL ,t yoH have done the 
bPRl thing . Perh~ns as y0ur cb1iaren mature , they will Aee 
and follo·• thP l0r-ic of your H inkin/t, or f'one of them \~ill • 

.,y nrohlem is r::;il'li l c1r , hut in reverse . f'y Mothor is 88 , and 
a devoH t , unquesti oninP, Member . While I do not trc·1•ble he r 
~real l y with a r fUMPnts , l do r efuse to RO t o t he Temple on 
t he p-round that my wor k is for tl ie l ivi nf'" srnn not 1 hf" dead , 
and bos5.deA, I ' M "seflled1

' to t n e wronr nan! 

I ' m en cl0ci n o- t he on t.10 i t e. :s . Y6u' ve no doubt seen the 
pros~ectus of t he DIALCUDE . · I wonder , trying to follo~ a 
middle roed and not alienate any , ff t hey wj]l no t l ose 
hoth liberalA a rd coneerv~tiv PA . 

With t he i rlea of "Mormon li iA t ori?ns" I ' m alPo at v n r iance . 
t hy not attPmpt to be just a n 1 jRtorian? Thnt ' R c helJ en~e 
e nough . Why siioul~ a heinp- a Mor mon h;,ve to rnooify ,.,C'rkinr: 
at history" 

Wlie only fldVf1n tA/""e in idPnt i f yin~ myself A6 a ma11ber is thAt 
the Institute end SPrnin~ r y people occasionelly DFk me to 
sre~k to ttPir stu dPntR . I havP protrsteri PO m1ch nrd 
nointPr oti t instnl"cPi::: of t ie " r P- wri tirirr of ?·k r mc n hii=:tory 
ch•rj n;r the 1 ?70 e1 n 1 8~0 - - firf't to (ipt'end R flr' ...-rove p0l r>;Pmy 
Pl"'r t0 pPrrrtuatP t. hP mythA of t he 'l'hree \ itnesAPS ,.ncl Plso 
tl P 'l'hy•pe t,?Pphites--t hat I am i:::11Rrec t in the l o cA l p:roup. 

Ano now ]Atel;v our p-rea t swinp: i n r e - writinp; a ~ain , v·hen Niblf>y 
doeF t hP hioe:ranhies of thP leaderR , namlng onl y ONF. wife . 

I r11ue:t not vet f'"t c1 rted at t.hie ■ I wr i t e on ly to r:av °J·hank s 
for introd1,cin;-- .,e t o 'T'he Deputy and tl,P h~si c moral pr oblem 
unoerlying it , not. only for the Fore but for th~ leA de r s nnd 
levmpn of ~11 rPliyions . 

I hon~ :•01 finf h~pniness and cucceGs in ttiR new undertakinp. 

r . Ro;vd M, thil'IR 
Raymond Collep;e 
llnivf' rPj_ty of thP · acific 
f. tockton , Californi~ 
95204 
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~--~--.!Andrew Jensen ' s L. D. S. Bio~r aphical Encyclopedia he 
was ccidental shot in February 1~4~ at Council Bluffs, other than 
that we no furt her informat ion on him. 

Thank you 

Histor ians 

ds 

Ltc1h 
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Juanita Prco' r 
3L-6 )'Jorth Main 
St . Gf'o r o:e , Uta h 
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~J~~-- ...Ni ff /(~-,·--+ j ~~~ JT" Dear Fri nd And,:: , 1 1 
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ThankJO"--i SO mvch fo sending the records of y our f a ther, 
W~lde!IIB; '",r. Nii:~dn~,- ~ have been l ooking t h r ough them, and 
find t hem very int eresting indeed. 

I do feel t h a t we should have a one-page summa ry of t he 
life of your father, tha t we migh t ge t t h i s deta iled part 
into focus--tha t we might better under stand what we rea d o 

For example : I begin with t h e e a r l i est volume here on March 20 , 
1888 , wit hou t kn owinp- whe t he r o r n o t Waldemar is marr i ed or 
ain gle, how ma ny children he ha s , if a ny , or exac tly where he 
i s living. Soon I discov e r that February 15 i s his birthda y, 
a nd your no t e on t he front tells me tha t he c ame to Ame r ica 
in 1861, when he was seven years ol do From this I conclude 
tha t be ie 34 years old when this record begins ,(born i n 1854) 
Could you p rovide a brief biogr aphical s u mmary: 
Date and pl a ce of birth---Date and pl a ce of de a th 
Date aurn•IUU!l of ma rria ge to his f i r st wife---he r name 

date of her death if s he died earl y 
Names and a ge s of her c hildren 

Date of s econd ma r riage and name of wife 
Names and a ges ~ f t heir children--deaths t oo , 

i f possible 
A bri ef summary o f his a c tivities . 

I c on c lude too t hn t he lives nea r the vil l age of Mor gan , 
r e r haps e few miles out--in what dire c t ion? How far from 
Ogden, which seems to be a sbouping cen t e r~ Wha t i e the !land 
t o which h e refe rs o f ten? 

I'm being very awkward about t his, I know . Wha t I'm hoping , 
Andy , is t ha t you wjll g ive s o me additiona l informa t ion from 
which we may pre pa re a n intr oduction t o these #olumes. For 
my record as we l l a s f o r yours, I will summari ze wha t I have: 

l vol u me, pRTier bou n d in brown 5 x 11¼ inches , unnu mbered 
pa ges c o v e r i n g t he dates Ma r ch 26 , 1888- June 15 , 1894 ; 
i nfor mation t ypewritten on t h e ou t s ide of front c over . 

l t h in , a lpha bet i ?.ed da y book, mottled paper cover ~ith 
t op torn off, cove ring June 14, 1894- December 19, 1894 
3¼ x 7 i n c hes 

l pl a in paper cov er, AlphAbetized , 4¼ x 10 inches , 
c over ing Dec . 20 , 1894 tp Februar y 13, 1896. 

l brown pa r dboBrd c over, 3 3/4 x 6~ inches cove r ing 
Februa ry 14, 1896 t o July 15 , i:ijm 1899. 

l l e r ger bro~n c over 5~ x 11~ From April 27, 1 909-
Februa ry 18 , 1913 c_c,v-vv) 
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